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World History Genocide Presentation Project1 
 
This high school world history project asks students to examine an example of genocide or mass 
violence from the 20th or 21st centuries, create a presentation, and present their work. The project 
begins with a mapping assignment before proceeding into the larger project and presentation. 
Below is a basic outline for organizing the project. Educators should adapt this framework for 
their own use.  
 

Instances of Genocide and Mass Violence: 
 

• Holocaust  
• Other victims of the Nazis (Roma and Sinti, LGBT peoples, political prisoners, people 

with mental or physical disabilities)  
• Rwandan Genocide  
• Armenian Genocide 
• Cambodian Genocide  
• Bosnian Genocide (mass violence in former Yugoslavia) 
• Namibian Genocide (genocide in German Southwest Africa) 
• Burma / Myanmar (Rohingya Genocide) 
• Mass violence in Argentina  
• Mass violence in Guatemala  
• Indigenous Genocide in the United States or Canada 
• Holodomor  
• Others (as approved by the teacher) 

 

 
                                                
1 This lesson plan was submitted to the Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies by Matthew Outlaw in 2018.  
2 The above map was retrieved from https://web.csulb.edu/president/humanrights/archives/2008/estimated_genocide/  
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World History Genocide Map Assignment 

 
Before beginning your presentation, you must complete the following map assignment. You will 
create a map of the region or country where the instance of genocide or mass violence you chose 
took place. Each presentation must have the map assignment included with it.  
 

2 
 
The above map shows the country of Rwanda. Included are physical features, such as rivers, 
mountains, and volcanos, regions and cities, and site where mass killing took place during the 
1994 genocide. Your maps should include more details (see below), but the above map could 
serve as a guide for your work.  
 
Maps Must include: 
 

• An outline of the country or countries where the incident of genocide or mass violence 
took place 
 

• The Following features (as applicable for your chosen of genocide or instance of mass 
violence): 

o Major cities, towns, villages (specifically mark the capital) 
o States, provinces, counties, parishes, republics, etc. 
o Major roads and railroads 
o Physical features: 

§ Rivers 
§ Oceans 
§ Lakes 

                                                
3 The above map was retrieved at http://www.exploringmars.org/map-rwanda-genocide-hutus-and-tutsis/   
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§ Mountains 
§ Any other physical features important to what happened in the genocide or 

mass violence 
o Sites related to the genocide/mass violence: 

§ Internment/Concentration camps 
§ Mass grave sites, cemeteries, etc. 
§ Memorial sites 
§ Any other important places of importance to your particular genocide 

 
• All maps must include a key (see example) 

 
Key 
 
* Capital City 
• City 
Å Site of mass killing 
Ñ Cemetery 
 
Etc.  

 
World History Genocide Presentation Project  

 
After creating your map, you will conduct further research around you chosen genocide or 
incident of mass violence and create a digital presentation. You will be asked to present your 
presentation to fellow classmates in small groups.  
 
Presentations Must Include: 
 

• Dates of the genocide or mass violence  
• Detail of the groups involved (i.e., Hutus/Tutsis, Christian/Muslim, 

European/Indigenous) 
• Leaders of the genocide or mass violence, including the opposition leaders  
• Location of the genocide or mass violence 

o Country/Countries 
o Part of country in which the genocide took place 

• History of the genocide (use the 10 Stages of Genocide OR the Ladder of Prejudice to 
organize your history) 

• History of the country or region 
• Primary sources (letters, speeches, newspaper accounts, eye-witness testimony, etc.) 
• Images (this could include maps, charts, etc.) 

 
Presentations Must Address: 
 

• World reaction to the genocide 
• United Nations reaction to the genocide 
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• U.S. reaction 
• Other countries’ reactions (select a few appropriate examples) 
• What is currently going on in the country or region? How was it affected by the 

genocide? How has the country or region recovered? 
• What is happening now to commemorate the genocide (celebration, memorial, protest, 

etc.) 
• Your presentation must include a Bibliography  

 
Presentations Should Use: 
 

• Primary Sources 
o Newspaper articles 
o Speeches and government documents 
o First person narratives and accounts 
o Art depicting genocide or reaction to genocide 

• Secondary Sources 
o Documentaries 
o Textbooks 
o Other books (historical accounts) 
o Magazines 

 
Websites to Guide Your Research: 
 

• Holocaust https://www.ushmm.org/  
• Other victims of the Nazis: 

o Roma and Sinti https://www.romarchive.eu/en/  
o LGBT peoples https://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/2000926-Homosexuals.pdf  
o Political prisoners https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/political-

prisoners  
o People with mental or physical disabilities) 

https://www.ushmm.org/collections/bibliography/people-with-disabilities  
• Rwandan Genocide 

http://www.un.org/en/preventgenocide/rwanda/education/survivortestimonies.shtml  
• Armenian Genocide https://www.armenian-genocide.org/genocide.html  
• Cambodian Genocide https://www.ushmm.org/confront-

genocide/cases/cambodia/introduction/cambodia-1975  
• Bosnian Genocide https://www.ushmm.org/confront-genocide/cases/bosnia-herzegovina  
• Namibian Genocide (genocide in German Southwest Africa) 

http://archive.ppu.org.uk/genocide/g_namibia.html  
• Burma / Myanmar (Rohingya Genocide) https://www.ushmm.org/confront-

genocide/cases/burma/introduction/the-plight-of-the-rohingya  
• Mass violence in Argentina https://madresdemayo.wordpress.com/the-dirty-war/  
• Mass violence in Guatemala http://archive.ppu.org.uk/genocide/g_guatemala1.html  
• Indigenous Genocide in the United States or Canada: 

o Dakota in Minnesota http://usdakotawar.org/  
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• Holodomor http://holodomorct.org/  
Additional Resources: https://cla.umn.edu/chgs/holocaust-genocide-education/resource-guides  
 
 


