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LETTER from the EDITOR

2018 was a year of commemorations. Armistice Day, on November 11,
1918, marked the end of the First World War. In the year following
the conflict, the dissolution of multi-ethnic empires such as AustriaHungary completely reconfigured the Central and East European
political map, resulting in twenty new states (including the Republic
of Austria). Beyond territorial engineering, World War I had other
enduring effects in Europe and beyond. President Wilson’s principle
of self-determination and Lenin’s plea for workers’ liberation captured
people’s imagination. Allied armies were assigned to implement treaties
and provide humanitarian aid, prefiguring the military’s role in current
conflicts. Technological developments spurred by the war had wide and
long-lasting impacts. The present issue of the ASN reflects on the end of
the First World War with two articles: one on Austrian lighthouses in
the Adriatic Sea by Vicko Marelić, and another, by Kurt Bednar, on the
United States’ diplomatic role in the demise of Austria-Hungary.
2018 also reminded us of the fateful year 1938, which saw the Anschluss
(Nazi Germany’s annexation of Austria), the infamous Munich
Agreement, and Kristallnacht, the wave of anti-Jewish pogroms in
Germany. These tragic events were the focus of scholarly and artistic
activities at the Center for Austrian Studies in Minneapolis, Center
Austria in New Orleans, the Wirth Institute for Austrian and Central
European Studies in Edmonton (which celebrates its 20th anniversary
this year), and the Austrian Cultural Forum New York. The year also
continue on page 3
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Friday, September 14. Lecture. Gregor Thuswaldner, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences and Professor of Humanities at North Park
University in Chicago, and President of the Austrian Studies Association. "Stefan Zweig and the 'Tragedy of European Thought'." 1:00pm, 710
Social Sciences. Presented by the Center for Austrian Studies, the Department of German, Nordic, Slavic, and Dutch, and Anselm House.
Wednesday, October 3. 34th Annual Kann Memorial Lecture. Larry Wolff, Silver Professor of History and Director of the Center for European
and Mediterranean Studies at New York University. "Operatic Representations of Habsburg Ideology: Ottoman Themes and Viennese Variations."
4:00pm, 1210 Heller Hall. Presented by the Center for Austrian Studies, with the support of individual donors to the Robert A. Kann Memorial Lecture
fund.
Thursday, October 11. Lecture. Hasan Hasanović, Srebrenica genocide survivor and Curator at the Srebrenica Genocide Memorial Centre.
"Lessons from the Srebrenica Genocide." 6:00pm, Cowles Auditorium, Humphrey School. Presented by the Institute for Global Studies, cosponsored
by the Center for Austrian Studies, the Human Rights Program, the Center for German and European Studies, and the Center for Holocaust and Genocide
Studies.
Friday, October 26. Lecture. Natalie Lettner, Art Historian at the Kunsthistorisches Museum in Vienna. "Who Wants to Look at Naked Old
Ladies?: Maria Lassnig (1919-2014), Austrian Avantgarde Feminist Painter." 1:00pm, 710 Social Sciences. Presented by the Center for Austrian
Studies, the Center for German and European Studies, Consortium for the Study of the Premodern World, the Institute for Advanced Study, the Department
of Art History, and the Department of German, Nordic, Slavic, and Dutch.
Wednesday, November 7. Lecture. Cathleen Giustino, Mills Carter Professor of History at Auburn University. "Recovering Julia's Things: Jewish
Property Claims and the Hard Road to Restitution in Postwar Czechoslovakia." 5:00pm, 710 Social Sciences. Presented by the Center for Austrian
Studies, Center for German and European Studies, the Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, and the Center for Jewish Studies.
Friday, November 16. Keynote lecture. Mary Lindemann, President of the German Studies Association, Professor and Chair of the Department
of History at the University of Miami. "The Ecological and Environmental Consequences of the Thirty Years War: Longue durée and histoire
événementielle." 12:15pm, 1210 Heller Hall. Presented by the Center for Austrian Studies, the Center for German and European Studies, and the Center
for Early Modern History.
Thursday, November 29. Lecture. Eva Hudecova, Department of Cultural Studies and Comparative Literature, University of Minnesota. "Russia's
Disinformation Campaign and Neocolonialist Tendencies in Slovakia and Across Eastern Europe." 12:00pm, 710 Social Sciences. Presented by the
Center for Austrian Studies.
Tuesday, December 4. Lecture. Karin Liebhart, Fulbright Visiting Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Minnesota. "'Defend
Europe': Social Media Communication of the 'Hipster Right'."12:00pm, 710 Social Sciences. Presented by the Center for Austrian Studies, Department of
Political Science, and Department of German, Nordic, Slavic, and Dutch.
marked important events in Czechoslovakia in 1948 (the Communist Party takeover) and 1968 (the Prague Spring and Warsaw Pact invasion).
But commemorations can be misleading, for in Central Europe the past is never dead. Armed conflicts continued in Central and Eastern Europe
five years after the 1918 armistice. And the memories and traumas of dramatic events often remain active political and social forces. Viktor Orbán,
Hungary’s Prime Minister, continues to refer to the Treaty of Trianon, the 1920 settlement formally ending the war, as an amputation of Hungary
in an effort to energize a nationalist voting base. And while Slovakia celebrated its 25th anniversary this year, the February murder of investigative
journalist Ján Kuciak and his partner forces us to consider the longevity of 1989’s uneasily acquired freedoms (see Eva Hudecova’s article on pages
10-11).
As usual, this issue is composed of interviews (with Michael Rothberg and Gordon Anderson), book reviews (David W. Gerlach’s The Economy of
Ethnic Cleansing: The Transformation of the German-Czech Borderlands after World War II and Nancy Wingfield’s CAS Book Award-winning The
World of Prostitution in Late Imperial Austria), reports (on the Salzburg Festival, by Barbara Lawatsch Melton), and other news. Among the latter,
I would like to highlight the launch of Central Europe: An Undergraduate Yearbook, an open-access journal promoting the study of Central Europe
among undergraduates (read more about this wonderful initiative on page 30). I wish you happy reading, and, as always, encourage you to send
comments as well as suggestions for future articles, interviews, and reports.
Igor Tchoukarine
Editor
Fall 2018
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NEWS from the CENTER
From Multidirectional Memory to
the ‘Migrant Double Bind’
An Interview with
Michael Rothberg

Michael Rothberg is the 1939 Society Samuel Goetz Chair in
Holocaust Studies and Professor of English and Comparative
Literature at the University of California, Los Angeles. He is the
author of Multidirectional Memory: Remembering the Holocaust in the
Age of Decolonization and Traumatic Realism: The Demands of Holocaust
Representation, and has co-edited The Holocaust: Theoretical Readings.
Christopher Levesque, PhD candidate in sociology, interviewed him
before his talk on March 6, 2018.
Christopher Levesque: How did you decide to bring postcolonial studies
and Holocaust studies together, and what compelled you to address
interlocutions between these two realms of study?
Michael Rothberg: Since graduate school I’ve had an interest in both
Holocaust studies and postcolonial studies, but I thought about them for
a long time as separate projects and interests. Parallel to that, I had an
interest in the relationship between Jewish American culture and African
American culture. It was reading Paul Gilroy’s book The Black Atlantic
when it came out in the 1990s that made me realize I could bring these
different fields together, and I started to do that in the conclusion to my
first book, Traumatic Realism. After completing that book I discovered
an essay by W.E.B. Du Bois, “The Negro and the Warsaw Ghetto,” which
eventually became the origins of my idea of multidirectional memory, although I didn’t have the term at that time. I wrote an essay on Du Bois
and his visit to post-war Warsaw where he witnessed the rubble of the
ghetto and saw the newly erected Warsaw Ghetto Uprising monument.
I thought this was a powerful response that had interesting things to
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say about race-especially in a comparative perspective. At the time, I
thought I was working on a project on blacks and Jews, a topic that is
often grounded in an American national framework. I was interested in
broadening that out into an international/transnational realm.
As I was thinking about that project, I started to discover some of the links
between Holocaust memory and the Algerian War. Many of the French
people who were involved in the struggle around the war – as well as many
who were prosecuting it - had very real experiences of Nazi occupation or
deportation, of torture, of concentration camps. It was those people who
were making the links between what they had experienced in the 1940s
under the Nazis and Vichy and what was happening at that moment
in the conflict between France and the FLN (the national liberation
movement of the Algerians). It was especially those links that crystalized
the notion of multidirectional memory: the point was that at the very
moment that Holocaust memory was starting to emerge as a public and
global phenomenon, it was doing so in dialogue with ongoing processes of
decolonization and memories of colonization, slavery, and other forms of
racism. So it was through the discovery of these concrete and historically
located instances of dialogue across experiences that I brought together
Holocaust studies and postcolonial studies and conceptualized the
multidirectionality of memory.
CL: Multidirectional memory is an innovative way of thinking how
memory works and how it can be framed in a noncompetitive way. You
emphasize the need to talk comparatively about the Holocaust and moving
away from a zero-sum game, understanding how genocide memories
Austrian Studies Newsmagazine

work and how they’re not crowding out or competing with each other.
What happens when memory, conflict, and tension still arise from debates
about the uniqueness of the Holocaust? Can competition still exist in this
multidirectional framework?
MR: There’s no doubt, and I’m not trying to ignore the fact that there’s a
great deal of memory conflict and there’s a great deal of competition around
memory and articulations in the public sphere -that’s absolutely the case.
What I was responding to was a particular logic or way of thinking about
that conflict and competition, which I ultimately identified with the logic
of the zero-sum game. At the extreme, the logic of the zero-sum game
suggests that if you have one memory, you can’t have another memory at
the same time. It struck me that this was a logic you found on different
sides of memory conflict.
In other words, for those who were concerned about preserving the
so-called uniqueness of the Holocaust, there was a concern that linking
the Holocaust to other histories of trauma, violence, or racism was in fact
a form of Holocaust relativization or Holocaust denial. But on the other
side, you had very similar phenomena: those who were eager to articulate
memories of, let’s say, the genocide of indigenous peoples, slavery, colonial
crimes, and so on, also had a sense that it was the presence of the
Holocaust in the public sphere-which has absolutely been more central
than many of those other memories-that was the cause of the paucity of
memories of colonialism, slavery, etc. Although I understand the impetus
for those claims, that logic just seemed to me wrong. Logically speaking,
but also in practice, it wasn't the presence of the Holocaust museum in
Washington, D.C., that was preventing the memory of American crimes
against humanity from being articulated-there were other things that
were preventing that. The presence of Holocaust memory could, in fact,
be what I call a “platform” or “occasion” for making articulations that would
start to bring those other histories into discussion.
CL: Public memory kind of works in a cross referencing way, maybe more
memories are produced from interaction of these memories.
MR: That’s my theory! I still hold to it even though there might be a
tendency to think of this as a strictly celebratory model-the notion that
“memory is multidirectional, isn’t that great, problem solved.” That’s really
not the point I make. In fact, I start the book with what I consider a very
negative example of a harsh articulation of a competitive position, setting
African American memory against Jewish memory. I don’t start with a
model of reconciliation, but with a model of competition. But what I try
to show is that even in that moment of competition we find the reliance
on the fact of Holocaust memory having been articulated in order to
articulate another tradition of memory. The relation between the memory
traditions turns out to be more productive than it looks at first.
CL: Taking that sentiment to heart, you also write about this in the context
of migrants in Germany. In an essay you co-authored with Yasemin Yildiz,
you write that as collective memory scholars, we must make it crucial to
take migrants seriously and understand that they are also a part of this
grid; we need to take them seriously as subjects of national/transnational
memory rather than passive objects of commemoration. Can migrants
or those with a migration background also become implicated within
Germany’s past or, perhaps, “integrate” into Germany’s past and memory
culture as Zafer Senocak once said?
MR: That’s a great question and gets to the heart of the two larger projects
I’m working on now. One of those projects is a co-authored book with
Yasemin Yildiz on the way that immigrants, especially Turkish-German
immigrants, negotiate with German Holocaust memory culture. Then,
there’s another book that I’m writing parallel to that, called The Implicated
Subject, which takes up the broader question of what it means to be
Fall 2018

implicated in histories of violence, especially histories that you have not
participated in directly. Those two projects overlap, obviously.
I think, in a certain sense, you can’t live in Germany and not come to
terms, in some way, with Germany’s history. I think that would be true
of any country. I don’t think you can immigrate to the United States and
not come to terms in some way with the histories of genocide, slavery,
segregation, and more that have marked our country, which doesn’t mean
we always do it very well at all, but rather that there’s an ethical imperative
to engage with those histories, and I’m interested in that in the American
context as well as the German context.
The German context is tricky in a couple of different ways because, as
the land of the perpetrators, so to speak, it’s very clear why there had to
be the development of a very serious culture of historical responsibility.
That development has gone through many stages. There’s always been a
lot resistance and hesitation; it’s by no means as clear a success story on
all levels as it’s often made out to be when people talk about the German
model of coming to terms with the past. But something has certainly
been accomplished, you can’t deny that. In that context, to go back to the
multidirectionality issue, the question of comparison of the Holocaust
becomes very charged and very difficult. Nowhere have I seen as serious
strictures on comparison of the Holocaust as I have in Germany
among non-Jews. It is understandable because it is linked to a taking
of responsibility-it is often articulated as “our responsibility”-and any
kind of comparison would be a relativization of “our responsibility.” That’s
understandable but it also produces perverse results at times, especially
when it concerns people who are not considered “German” yet who may
find themselves living in Germany or being German citizens. That's where
the question of migration comes in.
What we have found in our joint project is that in the last 15 years
especially, immigrants to Germany have been subjected to what we call a
“migrant double bind,” which is to say that, on one hand, they are told that
in order to be German they must take responsibility for the Holocaust,
but, on the other hand, they hear people say: “you migrants aren’t German,
therefore this is not your history; stay away, you’re probably antisemitic
anyway, you’re certainly not interested, this is our history.” There’s a
paradoxical situation that arises in which to be German-to have full
citizenship in a cultural/social sense-you have to take part in Holocaust
memory discourse; but at the same time, you’re constantly pushed away
from that as you are from everything that is considered German, including
the language, cultural heritage, etc. But the Holocaust is a particularly
central node of what it means to be German in unified Germany, so this is
a significant bind that migrants find themselves in.
CL: A follow up to that: I’m thinking of something that happened last year
in April 2017, in the context of the far right in Germany. At that time, the
far-right Alternative für Deutschland (AfD) party published a Facebook
post “defending” the Jewish community in Germany as news broke that
a fourteen-year-old Jewish student faced antisemitic bullying from his
classmates, who were of Arabic and Turkish origin. AfD capitalized on
this, with former party leader, Frauke Petry, claiming that her party “is
one of the few political guarantors of Jewish life, including in times of
illegal antisemitic migration to Germany.” This speaks to how migrants,
particularly Muslims targeted by the far right in Europe, are often accused
of not inheriting the past and, using this language of the double bind, not
inheriting responsibilities of the past. Do you think this double bind is
complicated at all with the recent validation of far-right discourse?
MR: That’s an interesting question and something I will be talking about
tonight in my lecture-not that particular case, but the issue. You know, I
continued on page 29
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Gordon Anderson, librarian at
the University of Minnesota,
retires after 15 years of service

Photo: Silke A. Niklas
Gordon Anderson, librarian at the University of Minnesota and
member of the Center for Austrian Studies Advisory Board,
officially retired on September 19, 2018. Below is his interview with
the ASN from September 2018.
IT: You have worked as librarian at the University of Minnesota since
2003, and prior to this, you held a similar position at the University of
Kansas. Could you please tell us what your academic background is and
what brought you to library science?
GA: I’ve been a librarian since 1981. I started my first position at the
University of Nebraska. My background consists of a master’s in library
science, and I also have a master’s in Slavic studies and in international
relations. I acquired these degrees in my twenties as I was searching for
a career, but also pursuing my interests. I also spent three years in the
US Army in Germany, so I have a lot of language background. I was a
history and German major in college, and it just seemed to be a natural
fit for something like library science. I was also working with a research
foundation and spending a lot of time in the library at the University of
Iowa, and I realized this is really the kind of work I’d like to do.
IT: Can you tell us about your roles as academic librarian? What are your
interactions with the student population?
GA: I was responsible for developing the collections, in all of the
continental European languages except Spain and Portugal. That’s a
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pretty big job, just to ensure that we are getting the kinds of books that
are appropriate for teaching and research. In addition to managing these
collections, the service aspect of it is just as important. I feel that, based
on my own experience with research and discovering what the library
really can do, that my role is, I wouldn’t say a middleman exactly, but a
go-between for the students and the faculty. My job is to help students
understand what they’re looking for, where they’re going to find it, and
what they’re going to do with it. So there’s lots of in-between, of actually
coming to the library and finding books, and writing a paper. There’s a
lot of research involved and a lot of resources as I’ve discovered in my
career, for instance government documents. The US government is the
world’s largest publisher and it’s a treasure trove of information and
recorded data for research that is just not emphasized enough. So, my role
is providing this link between faculty and students, between inquiry and
final publication.
IT: And how has this role changed in the past ten to twenty years?
GA: It hasn’t changed, that’s what’s interesting. The sources have changed,
the techniques have changed, the technology has changed, but the process
is still the same. Students and faculty still rely on books or journals in the
end. Whether they’re in electronic form or they’re in printed form, that’s
what you rely on. You still have to find them. And the ways of finding
them are still the same, whether it’s looking through a journal index,
looking through historical abstracts in 1970 or looking through historical
abstracts online right now. It’s still the same process, just automation
makes it easier to go through.
Austrian Studies Newsmagazine

IT: What is your vision of the ideal university library in the 21st century?
GA: It wouldn’t look much different than it looks now, although I am
concerned that so much of the library is being cleared of books and study
spaces and made into these spaces for group study and for working with the
latest in digital and learning processing technologies. It seems to me that’s
taking away a lot from what the library should be as a place of reflection,
a place of quiet study, and a place of encountering and grappling with the
material, with the information, and the writings. That’s not to say that
these spaces are not a good thing, I’d like to see them all in the library. As
I said before, the process of finding information is the same, whether it’s
electronic or it’s print. And the same goes for the library’s mission, which
is to provide students and scholars with the resources they need for their
research needs and their inquiries. And I would just see that continue.
But as for what’s going to happen. I’ll leave that to the future because I
can’t fathom the changes that are going on right now. I used to think I was
pretty adaptive to understanding new technologies, but they’ve gotten way
ahead of me.
IT: What do you think distinguishes the University of Minnesota
Libraries, and what does the Wilson Library, which specializes in the arts,
humanities, and social sciences, do well?
GA: We provide access to anyone who wishes it. And that’s been the great
salient feature of North American libraries: that they are open to the public,
and that the resources and tools we have are available for public use, with
very few questions asked. This is not necessarily the understanding I have
of European libraries. There are many reasons for that, one of them may
be even geographic. You know, there are so many libraries in Germany,
so close to each other, that they don’t need to be outward looking, but
I’ll just leave that to them. North American libraries, both American
and Canadian, have been real leaders in open access to information and
providing it on an egalitarian basis.
IT: The fields for which you served as librarian are very diverse, including
Scandinavian, Slavic, German, Western European, and Middle East
studies. Your linguistic proficiencies are similarly impressive and include
German, Swedish, Polish, Czech, Russian, French, and Italian. How did
you learn these languages, and how did you become so professionally
versatile?
GA: As a matter of degree, I consider myself quite fluent in German. At
one time, I was pretty good in Polish, but it’s been a number of years that
I’ve used a lot of these actively. It’s more of a reading capability. I started
studying Italian because my daughter was living in Rome and it seemed
like a great opportunity to understand Italian. But unfortunately, I never
really got the chance to use it. So there are degrees.
First of all, my interest in language came about as a student when I was
studying abroad. In 1967, I was at the Goethe-Institut in Lüneburg,
Germany. It was there that I discovered that I actually began to know
German. I feel like you cross the threshold from actively studying and
acquiring vocabulary and practicing, to a place where it comes naturally,
instinctively. That you just react in the language, you no longer have to cram
it in and work with it, it’s just there. And that was a marvelous feeling. But it
also taught me how to learn a language, which is really important. In 1971,
I was at the army language institute in Monterey, California, a defense
language institute, and I learned Czech for a year. This Slavic language was
quite different from what I’d known from Western European languages,
but the process was the same. I was able to get a certain competence and
conversational fluency in Czech after a year of intensive study. I realized I
was pretty good at learning languages and I liked it, it was fun. It’s also very
challenging, and I went on to study others. Knowing one language, such as
German, it was not too difficult then to learn Swedish. And as I discovered,
Fall 2018

after a semester of beginning Swedish, I could read contemporary fiction
in Swedish, because the vocabulary for one is so similar to German, and
I knew the basic grammatical structure and how it differs from German.
It was really a great advantage, and the same for Danish and Norwegian.
Now, speaking them and oral comprehension is another matter.
IT: Retirement will not mean an end to research, as you are currently
working on a research project on Nazi-looted books in German and
Austrian libraries. Can you tell us more about your research in this area?
GA: I started working for a journal called Reference Reviews Europe, of
which I was the chief editor for 10 years. One of our sources was an
extensive website of German book reviews, and I started to notice a
number of books on the subject of N.S. Raubgut in Bibliotheken, or looted
books in libraries. I started to think this might make a really interesting
topic for librarians. I mean, we librarians in North America have it pretty
easy. We buy books and we don’t really think about where they come from.
But in Europe, the history of looted books and books making their way
across to North America is an extensive one.
So I thought it would be interesting to do some more work on this. Plus
the fact that German libraries themselves have taken on the issue of
identifying these looted books in their collections and making amends for
them, whether it be return them to heirs or the owners themselves, which
is very difficult, or make some kind of restitution gesture, i.e. donating
them to Jewish organizations. Their goal is for libraries to have no looted
books, no illegally acquired books in their collections. I think that’s a pretty
tall order, because we’re talking about tens of thousands of books acquired
not only during the war, but also many years after the war, because these
things floated around the book trade up until the 1970s.
An interesting story was from a colleague of mine in the university, who
was dealing with a shipment of books acquired in the 1960s. He noticed
that some of them had book stamps from a Jewish Cultural Center in
Berlin (jüdischen Kultusgemeinde), and these were obviously looted books
given their pre-war imprints, and they made their way over here. So it’s a
fascinating story, and I wish I could get somebody to publish it. I have a
manuscript ready.
IT: This is a fairly well-known topic in Germany or in Austria. Is it
different in America?
GA: I think so, that was my assumption. When I gave a presentation at
a library conference two years ago, that was the reaction: the audience
didn’t realize the extent of how many books were looted, tens of millions
of books. This is one aspect, and the other aspect is what the libraries are
doing about it, which to me is a story in itself. I don’t think people here
are very aware of that. My colleague who encountered these books didn’t
really have an understanding of how they got there until he heard my
paper.
IT: Have you had to deal with looted books here at the University?
GA: I haven’t directly, but that’s a good question. I think every academic
library, major library, with acquisitions of pre-1945 imprints might do
well to take a good look at them. But now for instance, all of ours have
been moved to remote storage, which makes it more difficult to work with.
But I haven’t, not to my knowledge, come across any.
IT: Thank you, Gordon. I wish you all the best in your well-deserved
retirement. The University community will miss you. Please stay in touch
with us! v
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New Initiative for the Sixteenth Century
Society and Conference (SCSC)
By Andrew L. Thomas, Salem College
After a meeting at the 2016 Sixteenth Century
Society and Conference (SCSC) in Bruges, Belgium,
a new initiative from the Center of Austrian Studies
was born. In Bruges, Howard Louthan and I
discussed opportunities to increase the participation
of scholars who research themes dealing with Central
Europe, which is broadly conceived to include all
of the German-speaking lands, Poland-Lithuania,
as well as the areas historically connected with the
Habsburg Monarchy. That discussion sowed the
seeds for my position as a conference coordinator
for interdisciplinary panels sponsored by the Center
for Austrian Studies to be presented at the annual
meetings of the SCSC. The first fruits of this harvest
were two panels under the auspices of the Center for
Austrian Studies at the SCSC annual meeting taking
place in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in the fall of 2017. The
first panel, “Prophecy and Politics in Central Europe
in the Sixteenth Century,” addressed the relationship
between astrology and religious, socio-political angst Andrew L. Thomas
in the Holy Roman Empire concerning the import of
natural disasters and the borderland military conflicts with the Ottoman Turks and the French. It also discussed political iconography associated with
the Habsburg mausoleum in St. Vitus Cathedral in Prague. The second panel, “Images, Texts, and Contexts for the Reformations in Austria, Bohemia,
Poland, and Transylvania,” compared the roles of patrons, guilds, and the liberties of sculptors in the workshops of Prague with those of Silesia, and
explored the importance of the Polish diplomat Johannes Dantiscus in shaping the political and religious landscape of Ducal Prussia.
We are also very excited about the three panels that have been accepted for the annual meeting of the SCSC held in the fall of 2018 in Albuquerque,
New Mexico. The first two panels sought to increase our nuanced understanding of the complex nature of the ethnically and religiously diverse regions in
Central-Eastern Europe during the sixteenth century. The first panel, “Confessional Frontiers in Central-Eastern Europe,” had papers addressing military
campaigns against the Turks, the dissemination of Lutheran ideas eastward, the establishment of the South Slavic Bible Institute, and reforming efforts
in monasteries in Royal Prussia and northern Poland. The second panel, “Turkish Encounters and Catholic-Protestant Identities in Central Europe,”
explored how the Turkish incursions into Central Europe impacted the creation of Catholic and Protestant identities. The third panel, “Representations
in and of Urban Environments in Central Europe,” examined patronage, political, and religious identity, and conflict resolution in urban areas of Bohemia
and Moravia. Concomitantly, it elucidated the influence of astrology on urban social control. All of the panels continue to have a healthy mix of younger
and seasoned scholars in the field. Our desire is to continue to offer panels at the SCSC that enrich our understanding of the variegated Central European
ethnic and religious landscapes that go well beyond the traditional Protestant-Catholic dichotomy. In the future we are also interested in incorporating
these themed papers into articles for the Austrian History Yearbook. For those interested in further information and possible participation in the future
SCSC annual meeting, please contact me at andrew.thomas@salem.edu.

Delegation from Karl-Franzens Universität Graz Visited the University of Minnesota Law School
The visiting group (pictured to the left) met in
September 2018 with their counterparts at the
University of Minnesota Law School to discuss key
law school functions such as finance, information
technology, library services, and student affairs.
University of Minnesota Law School Dean Garry
W. Jenkins personally welcomed the visitors at the
a special breakfast event. "We are grateful the Graz
delegation came to visit," said Kara Galvin, director of
the U of M Law School's international and graduate
programs. "They are really a great group of people,
and we truly enjoyed spending time with them and
exchanging ideas and experiences."
From left to right: Silke A. Niklas, CAS/BMBWF research fellow; Juergen Tremer; MMag. Dr. Wolfgang Schleifer; Prof. Fred L. Morrison from U of
M's Law School; Mag. Zoë Steiner; Prof. Howard Louthan; Mag. Marianne Pasterk-Reisinger; and Prof. Dr. Stefan Storr
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CAS 2018 Book Award Winner
The Selection Committee for the Center for Austrian Studies Book Award confers this year’s prize to Nancy M. Wingfield for her groundbreaking
and innovative study, The World of Prostitution in Late Imperial Austria (a review of her book is available on page 15). The committee members felt that
Wingfield’s study deepens our understanding of the sex industry in the Habsburg Monarchy during its final decades without falling prey to the urge
to over-generalize or moralize. Based on broad archival research in different centers of the former Austro-Hungarian Empire, as well as a wide range of
secondary sources, the book lends a human face to the world of prostitution and courageously explores issues of female agency and experience. At the
same time, Wingfield brings an array of theoretical perspectives to bear in her analysis of relevant data on demographics, surveillance, enforcement, and
legal and social coercion. Her work provides a new perspective on heretofore-neglected issues of authority and morality as they pertained to the sex trade
from the metropoles of Vienna and Prague, to the towns and villages at the periphery of the Empire. She further demonstrates that perceptions and
regulations did not radically change after the dismemberment of the Monarchy as the successor states largely retained perceptions of female sexuality
and forms of control in place before 1918. The World of Prostitution in Late Imperial Austria illuminates critical aspects of the world of Schnitzler, Freud,
and their contemporaries, and makes a substantial contribution to the historiography of the Habsburg Monarchy.

CAS Awards 2018 Rath Prize
The Rath Prize is awarded annually for the best article in the Austrian History Yearbook. It is funded by the estate of the longtime Habsburg
scholar and founder of the AHY, R. John Rath (1910-2001), and by contributions to his memory. This prize carries a cash award of $500.
The winner of this year’s Rath Prize is Peter Haslinger’s “Dilemmas of Security: The State, Local Agency, and the Czechoslovak-Hungarian Boundary
Commission, 1921–25.” The prize committee wrote: "Haslinger employs complex sources in numerous languages to demonstrate that the postwar
settlements that structured the breakup of the Austro-Hungarian Empire actually happened far away from Paris. Local populations petitioned the
Boundary Commission about border disputes, often citing economic, security, and geographic factors rather than nationalist ideas of self-determination.
Ultimately, though, the arduous process of drawing a Czechoslovak-Hungarian border reflected each state’s national security agenda more than the
interests of the local population. Haslinger’s ability to set his meticulous research in a broader context of security studies makes the piece particularly
successful and convincing."

Professor Gary Cohen is Awarded Prestigious Medal and
Professor Alice Lovejoy Receives MLA Book Prize
Congratulations to former CAS Director and U of M Professor Emeritus of History Gary Cohen, who was named the recipient of the František
Palacký Honorary Medal for Merit in Historical Studies! The medal was presented to Gary Cohen in Prague on November 14, 2018 by the president
of the Czech Academy of Sciences, Professor Eva Zažimalová (see photo below). This honor was established in 1965 by the then-Czechoslovak
Academy of Sciences for accomplishments in historical research, whether by historians, philosophers, legal scholars, or sociologists. It is named for
the famous mid-nineteenth-century Czech historian and national leader.
Congratulations to Alice Lovejoy (Associate Professor of Cultural Studies
and Comparative Literature, U of M) for being awarded the Modern
Language Association's 2018 Scaglione Prize for Studies in Slavic Languages
and Literatures for her book Army Film and the Avant Garde: Cinema and
Experiment in the Czechoslovak Military. Lovejoy's book examines the
emergence of an experimental film culture in Czechoslovakia's Army film
studio, spanning the years 1929 to 1970.
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POLITICS and SOCIETY

The Assassination of Ján Kuciak
and Martina Kušnírová in Slovakia
By Eva Hudecova, Cultural Studies and Comparative Literature, University of Minnesota
Ján
Kuciak,
a
twenty-seven-year-old
investigative journalist and adjunct professor,
had accomplished an impressive amount
during his short life. Born just a few months
after the fall of the Iron Curtain in a small
town in northern Slovakia, both the overture
to his birth and the post-script to his death
involved massive demonstrations on major
squares in this small Central European country.
On February 21, 2018, Kuciak became the
first Slovak journalist assassinated since the
events of the Velvet Revolution of 1989. That
year, of course, was when citizens of then
Czechoslovakia came out in protest of the
socialist government, and, rattling their housekeys high above their heads by the thousands,
declared that the last “bell” was tolling for the
totalitarian regime.
Kuciak, not having been born yet, could
of course not have been part of the Velvet
Revolution demonstrations. Yet, his death,
and that of his fiancée, Martina Kušnírová,
caused the largest demonstrations in Slovakia
since 1989. While the protests of November
1989 demanded freedom of speech, freedom
to travel, and the establishment of a democratic
system, the March 2018 protests (and those
held every month since then) proclaimed
that the freedoms demanded almost thirty
years ago have not been fully achieved. The
non-partisan civic group, For a Civil Slovakia
(Za slušne Slovensko), formed and organized
these protests across the country as well as in
the Czech Republic. The largest to date, held
in Bratislava and attended by many public
intellectuals who normally aren’t active in
politics, drew 60,000 people. The leaders of
For a Civil Slovakia, much like those marching
in 1989, are young professionals, students,
and even teenagers. And, much like in 1989,
a group that formed due to one reason-the
full and transparent investigation of Kuciak
and Kušnírová’s murders-now demands
change in other areas of public life, such as
more transparent municipal governments
and stricter separations between government
representatives and business oligarchs.
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Photo: Eva Hudecova
The inscription on the plaque reads: "Only those who fought for their freedom deserve it".
Underneath, in smaller font, it says: "In November 1989, we decided in this place to take
the responsibility for our future into our own hands. We decided to end communism and
establish freedom and democracy."
Why did Ján Kuciak have to die? And, what questions have not yet been answered, as the
exactly was the assassin's message, given that double murder has not yet been solved. What
the young couple was murdered execution- is certain, however, is that the murders are
style in their home (Kuciak was shot in the connected to the last article Kuciak was in the
chest and Kušnírová in the head)? These process of researching and writing when he was
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killed, and that the brutal style of the murder
seems to be a warning for those journalists who
might stick their noses where they don’t belong.
Kuciak’s article, written for his employer,
the news portal Aktuality.sk, was titled “The
Italian Mafia in Slovakia: Its Tentacles Reach
into Slovak Politics.” In it, Kuciak details the
dealings of several Italian “businessmen” who,
in the early 2000s, bought land in eastern
Slovakia, started their own local businesses,
and established relationships with influential
figures within the Slovak government. Many of
these men fraudulently applied for and received
agricultural subsidies from the European
Union, which were meant to foster farming and
employment in eastern Slovakia, a region that
has the highest rate of unemployment in the
country (above 15% in some areas today, above
20% in some areas in the early 2000s). Most
of these Italian “businessmen” were members of
the Libri clan, one of the strongest clans within
the Calabrian mafia group ‘Ndrangheta. Many
were wanted by the Italian police for drugs
and weapons smuggling, as well as extortion,
torture, and murder. Some were hiding in
Slovakia, the prosecution of others had been
unsuccessful due to a lack of evidence.
One of them, Kuciak writes, a man by the
name of Antonio Vadala, claimed in 2009
that he was about to build two factories in
the south-central Slovak town of Lučenec for
about seventy million Euros. Nothing ever
came of these plans, but from then on, he
was known as a “businessman in the energy
sector.” One of the most damning connections
Kuciak uncovered and fleshed out in his article
is between Vadala and then Prime Minister
Robert Fico. Specifically, in 2011, Vadala
founded GIA Management with Mária
Trošková, a model and former Miss Universe
finalist. Later, Trošková, then in her mid-tolate twenties, left this company and became
an assistant to Viliam Jasaň, a member of
Fall 2018

parliament for the SMER party, the same party
led by Fico. By March of 2015, Trošková moved
to the Office of the Prime Minister. When the
press requested information about Trošková’s
exact job description and about the degree of
her security clearance, the office of the Prime
Minister refused to give it. Meanwhile, Vadala
took over a company named Prodest founded
in 1991 by Jasaň. Jasaň’s son, Slavomír, also
founded a company with Vadala called AVJ
Real. Fico refused any possible connections
between Jasaň and the Slovak branch of the
‘Ndrangheta.
There are many more details and
interconnections outlined in Kuciak’s article.
Kuciak was assassinated before he was able
to finish his research. His colleagues from
Aktuality.sk finished it and had it translated
into English. You can find the entirety of
Kuciak’s article here: https://www.politico.eu/
article/jan-kuciak-last-story-italian-mafiastentacles-reach-into-slovak-politics/
Perhaps one more obvious lead should be
mentioned here. In the past few years, Kuciak
reported on the business dealings of corrupt
businessman Marián Kočner. When this
millionaire (who is currently imprisoned for
financial fraud to the tune of 69 million euros)
decided that Kuciak’s articles were getting
just a little too pesky, he gave the journalist
a threatening phone call, which Kuciak
recorded. In it, Kočner called Kuciak a dimwit,
threatened that he would do everything to end
his career, and further said, “Mr. Kuciak, I will
start to focus my attention on your mother,
your father, your siblings…and I will publish
everything I can find about you…I will put
[all your shortcomings] on public display.”
Kuciak reported this threatening phone call
from September of 2017 to the police, but his
complaint was dismissed as unfounded.

Michal Hvorecký, a Slovak author, translator,
and public intellectual, who was Kuciak’s
friend, stated that Kuciak was prolific in his
short life: “Ján was a good author. He was an
excellent researcher and always insisted on
having proof for any claims he made. In his
twenty-seven years, he published over one
hundred texts. He was at the very beginnings
of his career. We lost a wonderful colleague,
who in his young age was hated by the political
elites and oligarchs because he always searched
for truth. My homeland is in deep shock.”
As of the time of the writing of this article,
the chief prosecutor in the murders has not
announced any progress in the case. This is
despite the fact that in addition to the Slovak,
Czech, and Italian police, Europol, Scotland
Yard, and the FBI are assisting with the
investigation. Though the massive protests
throughout Slovakia achieved some change and
certainly unified journalists across Slovakia and
the Czech Republic (who regularly report under
#AllForJan), skepticism remains regarding
how much real change can be achieved. Prime
Minister Fico stepped down on March 14 to
avoid early elections, but he only agreed to do
so as long as his party remained in power and
the new prime minister was from his party.
The first reports of procedural mistakes in the
investigation are starting to be published. The
civic movement For a Civil Slovakia started
endorsing political candidates in upcoming
elections, and thus, by supporting for instance
a specific candidate for the mayor of Bratislava,
the movement faced charges of partisanship
and bias. The question on many people’s minds
seems to be how something like this could have
happened in a democratic country that has
worked so hard for more than twenty-eight
years to be progressive, prosperous, and just.
So far, the answer remains elusive. v
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Lighting up the Adriatic Sea
Der Leuchtturm
Aus dem Scoglio steign fein weiss es Ragen
Seine Lampensonne, glasumdacht, 			
Muss, den Tod zu bannen, Nacht um Nacht
Grünes Blinken durch das Dunkel Jagen				
Unter um den runden Fuss des Turmes			
Lauft ein streifen Strandes, Kleber Haufer
Ein Geschlescht von Wächter, wie Kartäuser
Hart, wohnt hier, In Wehn des Borastrumes
By Paula von Preradović, Dalmatinische Sonette (1933)

Palagruža lighthouse, Croatia
Photo: Vicko Marelić
By Vicko Marelić, PhD candidate at the University of Vienna, and
BMBWF Fellow at Center Austria (University of New Orleans)
from September 2018 to July 2019.

A

plethora of gleaming architectural relics of the AustroHungarian Empire remain proudly marooned in
Mitteleuropa a century after its demise. The slick stones
of the grand railway stations, stylish neo-baroque theatres,
and sizeable barracks speak softly yet powerfully; here stood
Altősterreichisch. Less well-known markers of Kakanien’s intactness appear
on a trans-regional, subtle level. In the mountainous, mostly Germanspeaking areas along the Alps, the Alpinehűtten existed as shelters for hikers
and mountaineers, often built and maintained by German Wandervereine.
The dispersed realms of the crown of St. Stephen were prowled by bronze
statues of the mystical Magyar Turul bird, aloof markings of the vast
boundaries of Nagy Magyararszág. On the Eastern Adriatic, where Austria
had its maritime avenue to the world, it is the lighthouse that is the most
illuminating illustration of the Habsburgs discovering their maritime
calling.
2018 marks the 200th anniversary since the first large lantern illuminated
the waves, shores, and skerries of Vienna's access to the sea. Cast away
often on the most isolated coves, craggy isthmuses, and stormiest reefs of
the Austrian Adriatic, the Hydrographische Amt der K.u.K Kriegsmarine
planned to build one hundred beacons to shine forth brightly to those at
sea. The K.u.K monarchy eventually built sixty-two lighthouses along its
liquid frontier. Today, these sturdy vertical structures still stretch from the
most northern point in the Mediterranean in Italy, past the thousands of
islands of the Croatian coast, and finishing just short of the Balkan peak of
Mount Lovčen above Kotor in Montenegro. Today, these twinkling, man-
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made stars still dispel the darkness and bring safety, hope, and joy to today’s
mariners just as they did to the fishermen of Dalmatia, the merchants of the
Austria Lloyd and the captains of the K.u.K Kriegsmarine. Three years after
the Congress of Vienna, Metternich's new order seemed to slumber. After a
decade of turbulent warfare, the contemporary cold dawn of Europe's new
era was captured by the omnipresence of darkness in the Kulturleben of
1818. Stille Nacht was first sung in Austria, Shelly published Frankenstein,
while the artist Gericault painted tenebrous motives of stormy seas. His A
Shipwreck showed a naked, exhausted man emerging from an agitated sea.
As if to calm Europe’s shipwrecked souls and enlighten the still night of the
Mitteleuropean realms, the first lighthouses were built by the Coachman of
Europe near Trieste on the Bay of Piran (also known as the Bay of Savudrija)
and inaugurated by Emperor Francis I. The bay, which continues to be the
locus of a border arbitration dispute between Croatia and Slovenia, is the
site of the first Austrian built lighthouse on the Adriatic.
Adriatic lighthouses have been recorded before the turn of the first
millennium in Venice. However, the antiquated methods of lighting made
visibility limited. Such firewood-powered blazing beacons had a mere three
nautical miles of visibility. Improved technology meant a revolution in
lighthouses arrived just in time as Austria expanded on the Adriatic and
gained Veneto, Istria, and the Dalmatian coast. According to the naval
historian of the Habsburg Empire Lawrence Sondhaus, this represented
"a tremendous windfall that added a new dimension to Austrian strategic
horizons." The physical geography of the Eastern Adriatic with its
indented coasts, deep water ports, and numerous hazardous reefs created
a challenging environment for navigation in a sea that was also attracting
attention from foreign investors. Concessions were granted in 1817 to
Englishman John Allen to operate steamships between Venice and Trieste.
The emergence of steam-powered vessels in the 1830s meant that shipping
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lines became more regular, less dependent on wind conditions, and more
reliant on man-made factors like timetables and lighthouses. By the middle
of the nineteenth century, Austria had built six lighthouses, a sign of the
growing geopolitical importance of the Adriatic.
These shore sparkles grew to eight between 1851-1871, a period which
also saw the Austrian Lloyd become the largest steamship line on the
Mediterranean, the establishment of the K.u.K Kriegsmarine section,
and absolute dominance over the Adriatic through victory at the naval
battle of Vis/Lissa. Significantly for the region, the Suez Canal opened
in 1869, allowing new opportunities for trade. Trieste, the emporium
of Mitteleuropa, soon became known as “the Hamburg of the South.”
These circumstances also led to a boom in lighthouse building, with 48
being constructed between 1871-1899, almost two per year. Lighthouses
were built on shores and on ports, but the most imposing structures are
undoubtedly on islands. Paula von Preradović, herself a daughter of a
Kriegsmarine officer, described Adriatic islands as “white roses.” It would
be on these lonely white roses that the most impressive lighthouses were
built to last.
The largest one can be found on the Croatian island of Palagruža. Sailing
two-thirds across the Adriatic even in the summer months can be an
odyssey in itself, as waves higher than multi-story houses batter the bonsai
boat that precariously takes voyagers into the open sea. Soon, the grandest
lighthouse on the Eastern Adriatic appears out of the morning mist like a
welcome message of optimism. There is no harbor at Palagruža, as every
attempt to build one has been destroyed by a combination of ferocious
winds, wild waves, and tempestuous seas. For this reason, the lighthouse is
built at the highest point of the island, well over one hundred meters above
sea level. Climbing up into the tall stone structure on a clear July day, one
gets to see the unique sight of both the eastern and the western coasts of
the Adriatic.
Palagruža is still inhabited by the lighthouse keeper, the "souls of the
lighthouse," whose job was to maintain the light. They saved countless
lives and prevented numerous shipwrecks by looking after the light in the
dark. Despite the hardships of harsh storms, scorching sun and constant
battles against isolation, many lighthouse keepers comment romantically
that "with lighthouses, it is love at first sight." It is not unusual that son

follows father into the job. Along the Croatian coast, where the lion's share
of the lighthouses remain, there were still 141 lighthouse keepers in 1990.
By 2016, only 38 remained. Many lighthouse keepers weep when they
retire their services to the luminous light. Automation has reduced the need
for lighthouse keepers, although lighthouse keepers point out that with
automation, a lighthouse loses its soul. Today, like the former Habsburg
palaces, the lighthouses are open to tourists who want to experience what it
was like to be a lighthouse keeper.
As the twentieth century began, darker geopolitical clouds appeared on
the Adriatic as naval politics began to affect Austria. The Austrian Navy
league was launched on the German model in 1904, with the mayor of
Vienna, Karl Lueger, as its first vice-president. Two years later, with Britain
launching the first dreadnought, Austria joined the race and the money
invested in the flagship Viribus Unitis turned out to be the most expensive
dreadnought ever built, meaning that there was less money for lighthouse
projects. In the First World War, the Adriatic became one of the most
frustrating war theatres for the Entente. The Times "History of the Great
War" features the Palagruža lighthouse together with an Italian submarine
guarding it. One of the most successful Austrian naval captains Georg Von
Trapp would sink another Italian submarine just off Palagruža in the year
that Italy entered the war in its attempts to conquer the Eastern Adriatic.
Near the island of Korčula, the lighthouse of Glavat would be shelled
and destroyed by the British light cruiser HMS Dublin in the summer of
1915. In the Second World War, eleven were destroyed while twenty were
damaged.
As Austria moors at the centennial of the date when the K.u.K empire
sunk into history, shedding light on the subtler relics of the double-headed
eagle that still function is a testament to the afterlight of Altösterreich.
While it would be an exaggeration to say that Austria's construction of
lighthouses calmed the Adriatic Sea, it can certainly be stated that through
its cartographic charting, port development, and illumination of the coast
helped create a less choppy environment for those for whom the sea meant
life, love, and livelihood. One hundred years after the twilight of the empire,
many of these colossal candles in the wind still flash brightly. Surviving
untold storms, shipwrecks of empires, and both World Wars, these
fluorescent flares still bring calm and excitement to travellers, connecting
them with that fundamental need of mankind: a light in the darkness.v

One Hundred Years Ago:
The Demise of Austria-Hungary and the Role of the US
Kurt Bednar holds a PhD in law (1974) and history (2012) from
the University of Vienna. In 2017, he published a book entitled
Österreichische Auswanderung in die USA zwischen 1900 und 1930
[Migration from Austria to the US from 1900 to 1930] with Peter Lang
publishers. Today, Bednar works as an independent historian.

A

s we commemorate the centennial of the end of the
Habsburg Empire, we may ask ourselves several questions:
What diplomatic role did the United States play? What
influence did individuals like Edvard Beneš, Tomáš
Masaryk, and Austro-Hungarian émigrés in the US have,
and what were the consequences of their actions?
When the war broke out in the summer of 1914, the United States
declared its neutrality. In September 1915, relations deteriorated as
the United States declared Austrian Ambassador, Konstantin Dumba,
persona non grata and Vienna decided not to nominate a successor. At
that time, Austria entertained about two dozen consulates in the United
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States, particularly in places where there were immigrants, and especially
affluent immigrants, from the Habsburg Monarchy.1
In April 1917, this neutral status ceased when the US government declared
war on Germany. While the US was not officially at war with the Central
Powers, Vienna severed diplomatic relations with Washington. However,
this situation changed following Italy’s disastrous defeat at Caporetto in
November 1917. On December 7, the United States extended war on the
Austrian Empire.
In April 1917, President Woodrow Wilson, who had won his second term
with the slogan “He kept us out of war,” formed the Committee on Public
Information, a propaganda vehicle used to justify the necessity of war with
Germany to the American public. Earlier in 1917, a group of American
economists, historians, and geographers, who were known as “The Inquiry,”
gathered information about and from Europe, working separately from
continued on page 14
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the State Department, to the dissatisfaction of its chief, Robert Lansing.2
Commissioned by Wilson himself, "The Inquiry" resulted in the "Black
Book," a guideline for the American Commission to Negotiate Peace at
the Paris Peace Conference.3

In September, when Austrian Emperor Charles finally wrote to Wilson
accepting point ten, the President delayed his answer and then asked
the Emperor to talk to the Czechs directly, on an equal footing. Wilson

American diplomatic strategy took a new
turn in January 1918 when President
Wilson made public his Fourteen Points.
Point ten stipulated autonomy for the
nationalities of the Empire. Journalist
Walter Lippmann (who had played a key
role in “The Inquiry”) supported Wilson’s
points and added that American “policy
must consist first in a stirring up of
nationalist discontent and then in
refusing to accept the extreme logic of
this discontent, which would be the
dismemberment of Austria-Hungary.”
Washington searched for a way to isolate
Vienna from Berlin, and self-appointed
representatives of Austria’s nationalities,
some of them emigrants in America,
readily offered their services.
Nine months afterwards, on October
29, 1918, Lippmann dryly commented
on point ten that autonomy “no longer
holds.”4 In the meantime, a document
commissioned by Lansing’s State
Department seems to have changed Map showing the location of the "Czechoslovak nation" in front of the
Wilson’s early policy towards the
New York Public Library during World War I (September 1918)
Empire. Produced in May 1918,
(Bain News Service)
Lippmann’s document, entitled “Slavs
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C.
in Austria-Hungary,” relied on the
LC-DIG-ggbain-27578
opinions of self-described nationalist,
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ggbain.27578
Charles Pergler, from the Bohemian
National Alliance based in Chicago. The document closed with the would have had the option of accepting Charles’s offer as Prague was
statement that “The United States is clearly committed to the program still under Austrian command. The latter wavered on October 28 when
of national unity and independence and it supports a program aiming Vienna left her troops in the Bohemian capital without instructions.8
at a confederation of southeastern Europe.” Lansing took Lippmann’s Prague celebrated the overthrow of the Habsburg authorities and its new
document to approach his President with a choice: “In brief, should we or freedom. Vienna even issued regular passports to leaders of local political
should we not favor the disintegration of the Austro-Hungarian Empire parties (among them future prime minister Karel Kramář) to travel to
into its component parts and union of these parts, or certain of them, Geneva where they were able to meet with future foreign minister Beneš
who had arrived from Paris. In the Swiss city, they discovered what
based upon ‘self-determination’?”5
Masaryk and Beneš had achieved in exile.
On September 3, the US government recognized the Czechoslovak
National Council with Edvard Beneš at its helm. Did the United States The US played a vital role in creating this new state as did émigrés in
act prematurely? On August 23, 1918, State Department counsellor, America. The Bohemia-born Pergler was not the only helper in America.
Lester Woolsey, drafted a memorandum on the recognition of “Czecho- Another émigré was Emanuel Voska, Bohemia’s master spy in the war.
Slovak belligerency” and asserted that the people of Bohemia entrusted Masaryk’s main American supporter was businessman Charles Richard
the Czechoslovak National Council as an official organization.6 One may Crane in Chicago. In spring 1918, Crane appealed to Wilson to receive
wonder if that was true and whether Beneš had the proper credentials to Masaryk in the White House. When they met on June 19, 1918, Wilson
wanted to hear more about Russia where Masaryk had spent several
speak on behalf of all his fellow Czech and Slovak citizens.
months, but Masaryk preferred to talk of the dissolution of Austria.
At about the same time, the Mid-European Union, an association often
forgotten today, aimed to create a type of federal union in Central Europe. One hundred years afterwards, several accepted ideas on the Great War
It held its first formal meeting on October 3, 1918 in Washington DC.7 need to be revisited. The post-war political order in Central Europe was
However, this mostly Slavic undertaking to unite the various peoples in no way predestined-on several occasions things could have turned out
in Europe over the remains of the Danuban Empire failed. Why? First, differently. The analysis of the Austrian Empire and the reasons leading
neither Austria nor Hungary were invited to join it. Second, the Slavs to its demise remains all the more relevant in today’s world. On August
had not cleared their internal conflicts. Edvard Beneš and Tomáš Masaryk 30, 2018, The Economist commemorated its demise under the heading
seemed, for instance, to be unaffected by these problems as they had “Lessons for the EU from the Austro-Hungarian Empire.” One core
achieved what they really had longed for: an independent Czechoslovakia,
continued on page 31
proclaimed on October 28, 1918.
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BOOKS: NEWS and REVIEWS
The 2018 CAS Book Prize Winner
politics, to locate agency and voices of female sex workers throughout the
Austrian half of the Empire, and to reassess both the centralizing and
nationalist forces in the late imperial era.
Employing close reading and discursive analysis, Wingfield focuses on
narratives about and by prostitutes, which she has gathered in over a decade
of archival research. While most of her sources are in German, Wingfield
impressively uses documents in Czech, Polish, Italian, and other languages
of the multi-ethnic monarchy. She consulted state and regional archives in
Austria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Italy, Slovenia, Ukraine, and even Hong
Kong, focusing on police and military records, legal cases, and economic
reports. In addition, she read hundreds of newspaper and journal articles,
popular literature, and visual culture to situate prostitution and sex workers
into larger narratives about the place of women, Jews, and the working class
in Austrian society.
Wingfield begins her book with a riveting account of the Riehl trial, the
prosecution of brothel owner, Regine Riehl, and nine additional defendants
on counts of kidnapping, embezzlement, and other charges. The sensational
trial and lurid details captured the imagination of Viennese citizens and
journalists, who daily covered the courtroom’s twists and turns. Wingfield
emphasizes the contemporary antisemitic interpretations of the trial—
Riehl was Jewish—and shows that many sectors in Austrian society blamed
Jews for prostitution, “white slavery,” and trafficking of young, naïve women.
Like Judith Walkowitz did for London’s obsession with Jack the Ripper,
Wingfield demonstrates that the Riehl affair exposed and exacerbated
underlying social and cultural anxieties. These fears radiated from Vienna
into the Empire’s peripheries. A later chapter entitled “The Trafficking
Panic” argues that antisemitism, xenophobic nationalism, population
migration, and rapid urbanization constructed an image of the “Jewish
trafficker in parts of provincial Austria where few women were trafficked
and there were few Jews” (182-83).

Nancy M. Wingfield. The World of Prostitution in Late Imperial Austria.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2017. 288 pp., illus. Cloth, ISBN 978-019-880165-8. $80.00
Nancy M. Wingfield, a renowned expert on Habsburg Central Europe,
has written a work that will reshape the way scholars view late imperial
Austrian society and culture. In addition, she has brought East-Central
European histories of gender and sexuality into direct conversation with
related scholarship on fin-de-siècle Europe. Her fine monograph, The World
of Prostitution in Late Imperial Austria, offers a compelling account of an
institution—sex work—she calls a “pillar of the Monarchy” (7). Historians
of Austria-Hungary have long debated the centripetal and centrifugal
forces that pushed and pulled at the Empire’s integrity in the decades
preceding the First World War. The Austrian state bureaucracy’s obsession
with prostitution and its regulation extended beyond Vienna into the
Empire’s peripheries, intersected with police and military power, and was
surprisingly free of the divisive nationalist forces “so prevalent elsewhere
in contemporary society” (7-8). This leads Wingfield to call prostitution
and an “integrated sexual economy,” a centripetal force in the Western
(Cisleithanian) half of the Empire. Wingfield’s ambitious book successfully
takes on several major goals: to offer new readings of Austrian gender
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Wingfield distinguishes between “tolerated” and “clandestine” prostitution.
Although she uses these categories and dedicates a separate chapter to
each, she explains that the world of sex work was much more fluid than
these categories suggest. Most prostitutes came from the working class
and migrated in and out of the sex trade and in and out of tolerated and
clandestine work environments. Tolerated prostitutes were those who
registered with the police, either through a brothel or independently. In
doing so, they encountered both police and medical surveillance regimes,
to which their male clients never submitted. Prostitution in Austria
was never decriminalized, but widespread fears of venereal disease and
trafficking led the conservative Catholic state to promote regulation over
an imagined world of unrestrained disease and vice. Although Wingfield
is determined to show women’s agency in this period, she is cognizant that
Austria’s prostitutes were situated at the bottom of gender and class power
structures. Nonetheless, she helps her readers understand why a woman
like 21-year-old Olga Koprivec might state, “I entered this brothel on my
own initiative. For the time being I am not returning home” (1). Workingclass women were underemployed and underpaid and could have faced
more abuse from a male factory boss than a female brothel owner. Other
women used sex work temporarily, following economic challenges, such as
sudden unemployment or the death of a husband. One fascinating section
continued on page 28
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Expellees and Settlers in Northern Bohemia from the End of WWII to the 1950s
Gerlach who earned his PhD from the University of Pittsburgh, and
now associate professor of history at St. Peter’s University in New Jersey,
contributes to this reevaluation by concentrating on the underlying
economic motivations and consequences of the cleansing of the “SudetenGermans” from northern Bohemia from the end of the war to the 1950s.
Adopting a broader, more historically sensitive perspective than most
earlier works, Gerlach draws attention to the two-sided nature of the ethnic
cleansing process: the removal of ethnic Germans and the settlement of
ethnic Czechs (and others) to take their places. “The two vectors of
migration overlapped and influenced each other in key ways; indeed, they
were part of a single process” (2). Even these two broad categories, his study
goes on to illustrate, were far from homogeneous, divided as they were by
politics, class, occupation, marriage, and posture towards the war-time Nazi
regime. The Czech settlers were further divided between the “old settlers”
(starosedlící)—Czech-speakers who had lived in the borderlands before the
war—and “new settlers” (novousedlící)—those new-comers hailing from the
interior parts of the country or even (“re-settlers”) coming from abroad,
most notably the “Volhynian Czechs” from Ukraine, many of whom came
to the former “Sudetenland” as soldiers in the conquering Red Army.

David W. Gerlach. The Economy of Ethnic Cleansing: The Transformation of
the German-Czech Borderlands after World War II. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2017. 295 pp. Cloth, ISBN: 978-1-107-19619-3, $99.99.
The forced removal of roughly three million ethnic Germans from
Czechoslovakia following the Second World War has received a fair amount
of historical attention since the end of the war. But that attention has tended
to fall into one of two rather simplistic categories, which can be neatly
captured by the differing German and Czech expressions that until recently
have been generally employed to describe the events. The early Czech
historiography on the odsun (literally: transfer) implied a basically orderly
and rational process, one that was more or less inevitable, understandable,
and even justified in light of national interests. Even where the neutral term
“transfer” has not been generally adopted by historians working in other
national traditions, the basic thrust of this argument and motivation had
largely been accepted in most European and North American scholarship.
The usual German term Vertreibung (expulsion), with its implications
of violence and lawlessness, has at the same time powered a revisionist
literature—much of it ensconced within the “Sudeten-German” émigré
population—emphasizing more the unjust victimization of, and brutal
violence towards, innocent ethnic German civilians.
David Gerlach’s eye-opening new book joins a chorus of recent scholarship
challenging both of those prevailing understandings about the ethnic
cleansing of the borderlands throughout East Central Europe. More than
simply rejecting the judgments about the justice or injustice of the events,
the thrust of this new work has been to interrogate both the belief in the
primarily nationalist-political motivations for the population movements,
and the blithe assumptions about the general success of the state’s efforts to
“cleanse” and nationalize the borderland regions.
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In an impressive display of methodological flexibility, Gerlach foregrounds
a number of almost micro-historical local case studies while simultaneously
accounting for the impact of the larger central-state context. He makes
masterful use of the records of the revolutionary local national committees
(mistní národní výbory) and supplements those with a range of central
ministerial and military records, as well as, to great effect, personal
testimonies of individual expellees and settlers. The result is a groundlevel view that makes understandable the ways in which “ethnic cleansing
was not simply about ethnicity” (18). “Instead, diverse groups of actors,
whose outlooks and behavior do not fit neatly within national or political
parameters, transformed the borderlands into competing interests for
property and power” (17).
While ethnicity certainly played an important role in helping to determine
in whose, and against whose interests the expulsions and expropriations
were carried out, it doesn’t take us very far in explaining the specific
measures adopted and the manner in which they were carried out. “From
the perspective of people in the borderlands economic matters were often
at the forefront of public discussion and private correspondence” about
the expulsions and resettlements (274). But at the same time, abjuring any
suggestion of economic determinism, Gerlach acknowledges, “economic
concerns were not an either/or proposition; in other words, what drove
the expulsion process and shaped Germans’ experiences was not the
domination of one attitude, but rather an ongoing dialogue” (274). It is
a fascinating and compelling story, recounted with arresting and often
surprising detail (for example, the revelation of the significant number of
Greeks settled in one far corner of the former “Sudetenland”). It is also
meticulously researched, utilizing a remarkable variety of primary sources,
in both Czech and German, and scouring the secondary literature, including
several unpublished dissertations from Charles University in Prague.
It is at the same time an unremittingly depressive tale. “There were no
winners in this story,” Gerlach concludes (281). Neither the expellees, the
settlers, the borderland region as a whole, not even the Communist Party,
he gloomily calculates, could be considered to have gained in the long-run.
One might quibble that the central state itself could well be considered
to have been the major beneficiary, with local and regional concerns and
interests having been wholly subordinated to those of the center as the
Cold War changed the calculus. But the point is well taken. The irony of
ethnic cleansing was that, although it succeeded in the sense that the vast
continued on page 30
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Árpád Hornyák, Susreti i sukobi: ogledi o srpskomadjarskim odnosima, trans. from Hungarian
Ferenc Nemet. Belgrade: Clio, 2017. 387 pp.
ISBN 978-8-671-02565-2, $18.
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NEWS from OUR VISITING
SCHOLARS and STUDENTS
U of M Student Mary Kirchdorfer Receives Fulbright US English
Language Teaching Assistantship in Austria

Mary Kirchdorfer (left photo) (MA, musicology, advisee of Kelley
Harness) has received a Fulbright US English language teaching
assistantship in Austria. During the 2018-19 academic year, Mary
Kirchdorfer will be teaching thirteen English classes at two secondary
schools located in Salzburg: the Bundesrealgymnasium für Musik und Sport
and the Bundesrealgymnasium Salzburg.
Each year, more than 140 college graduates from the United States teach in
Austria under the auspices of the Austrian Federal Ministry of Education
(BMB) Foreign Language Teaching Assistantship Program. The purpose
of this program is to bring talented and enthusiastic young people from
abroad into the classrooms of secondary schools in communities large
and small all over Austria. Ultimately, it is the job of these native speakers
as teaching assistants to make learning a foreign language a lively crosscultural encounter for their students.
As a harpist, Kirchdorfer has learned about the different styles of harps, the
changes the instrument has undergone in history (the introduction of the
pedal harp, for example), and the various sociological stations the harp has
assumed in folk music, in royalty, in religious services, as well as in literature
and poetry. During her degree, she has had a lot of exposure to historical
musicological writing as well as general writing about music, instruments,
notation, and musical cultures of the past. She is interested in the real
pieces of art, showing the transitions of the harp first being played by men,
and then more and more by women. Many of these harps are available
in Vienna museums (especially the Kunsthistorisches Museum and Sisi
Museum). Kirchdorfer is also interested in examining the gender dynamics
of Vienna’s harpists as portrayed in artwork of their past royals, and gender
associations ascribed to the pedal harp in the context of the history, which
has been, especially in the last 300 years of western history, an instrument
associated with the upper classes even though it originated in different
regions and developed along various paths in many cultures.

Avraham Shaver (bottom right photo) is a junior majoring in history
and Jewish studies. He recently had the opportunity to participate in a
conference on Jewish and non-Jewish relationships at the University of
Graz, Austria, from May 7 to May 10, 2018, where Professors Joachim
Schloer (University of Southampton), and Klaus Hoedl (University of
Graz) gave keynote addresses. This conference was interdisciplinary in
nature and aimed to discuss methods and new approaches in the field of
Jewish studies, specifically with regard to Jewish and non-Jewish relations.
Avraham Shaver's paper examined the tool of eruv, a symbolically bounded
space that Orthodox Jews live within for certain religious obligations, and
how this boundary played into Jewish and non-Jewish relations. "It was
very interesting," said Avraham Shaver, "to learn different methodological
approaches such as examining artistic motifs in paintings, themes in
musical pieces, and diaries of Holocaust survivors."

U of M Undergraduate Student in History and
Jewish Studies Participates in a Conference in
Graz, Austria

He learned about this conference thanks to Professor Klaus Hoedl, who
was a Visiting Professor at the University of Minnesota in the fall of 2017.
While in Graz, Avraham Shaver also took time to explore the city and
one of its most memorable places, the Graz synagogue, which had been
burned down by the Nazis, and recently rebuilt.
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The Center for Austrian Studies
Hosted Its Third Seminar Fellows Workshop

“Authority and Power: Religion, Society, and Power in Central Europe” March 24, 2018

From left to right: Howard Louthan, Kevin Lord, David Good, Jan Volek, Luke Fidler, Amelia Kennedy, Gary Cohen, Jonathan
Lyon, Lisa Scott, Bryan Kozik, Hannah Elmer, Marcela Perett, and Peter Dobek

T

he March 2018 Seminar Fellows Program focused on the theme
“Authority and Power: Religion, Society, and Power in Central
Europe.” I was invited along with seven other graduate students to
participate in this workshop, which, as we agreed over dinner afterward,
provided incredibly helpful feedback in a collegial and intellectually
exciting environment. Seminar conveners Marcela Perett and Jonathan
Lyon offered thought-provoking comments and questions; their expertise
was much appreciated. We also owe a debt of gratitude to Howard
Louthan, Director of the Center for Austrian Studies, and David Good,
whose generous support made this workshop possible.
The workshop’s theme encompassed a wide range of topics, disciplines, and
lines of inquiry relating to power. As one might expect, we submitted eight
very different chapters. Chronologically, these chapters span the twelfth
to sixteenth centuries. Geographically, they range across Europe, from the
Holy Roman Empire and Prussia to Bohemia and Jagiellonian Cracow.
Yet despite the wide variety of topics, we also uncovered a large number of
connections. Some papers were notable for evoking a strong sense of place
and atmosphere. Peter Dobek’s paper invited us inside Cracow’s public
houses (inns, taverns, and the like), whetting our appetites with detailed
descriptions of the food and drink available. Jan Volek took us on a train
journey across the Czech countryside to the city of Jindřichův Hradec,
where fifteenth-century local elites strove for decades to eliminate Hussite
influence and bring the city back to the Roman Catholic Church.
Religious conflict and reform was a common thread running through
several papers, including Brian Kozik’s work on the bishop Johannes
Dantiscus and his measures of counter-reform within Royal Prussia.
Kozik examined Dantiscus’ attempts to purify and reform the secular
clergy, monasteries, and Catholic schools between 1533 and 1548. Lisa
Scott’s work also tackled issues of conflict and peace, analyzing the role
of the regional assembly in fifteenth-century Bohemia, and in particular,
debates on the participation of cities at these assemblies.
Luke Fidler and Kevin Lord both centered their research on prominent
men (Duke Henry the Lion and King Ludwig IV of Bavaria, respectively),
whose careers and influences they explored in innovative ways. Fidler
examined the interplay of art and ideology under Henry’s reign,
concentrating not on Henry himself but on the patronage of Henry’s
ministeriales, legally unfree subjects who commissioned works of art.
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Lord’s discussion of the Nuremburg Appellation addressed Ludwig’s
rhetorical strategies, particularly his use of imperial customary law (rather
than exclusive reliance on Roman-Canon law). This Appellation was not
meant as an “earnest legal appeal to the Holy See,” but was in fact aimed at
Ludwig’s subjects and potential allies.
Finally, issues of authority and power touch upon all stages in the life
cycle, as we saw from Hannah Elmer’s chapter on infants and my own
chapter on elderly monks. Elmer’s case study on fifteenth-century infant
revivification cases in Oberbüren illuminated historical understandings of
the body and the problem of discerning valid sources of knowledge and
authority. My research likewise explored constructions of the body (in this
case, the elderly body). In my chapter on old age in Cistercian monasteries,
I addressed several phenomena common among older monks, such as
aversion to the infirmary, and discussed Cistercian characterizations of
“successful” versus “unsuccessful” aging. v
Amelia Kennedy
Yale University

William D. Godsey's Lastest Book Receives the
2018 Arenberg European History Prize
William D. Godsey, Senior
Research Associate in the
research unit on the History
of the Habsburg Monarchy
(Institute for Modern and
Contemporary
Historical
Research, Austrian Academy
of Sciences), has recently
published The Sinews of
Habsburg Power: Lower Austria
in a Fiscal-Military State 1650–
1820 (Oxford University Press,
2018). His book has been
awarded the 2018 Arenberg
European History Prize by the
Arenberg Foundation, which
supports the promotion of
European history and culture.
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Salzfest 2018:
Passion, Lust, and
Obsession

By Barbara Lawatsch Melton

E

very year the Salzburg Festival draws an international audience
that includes prominent figures in public life. German
Chancellor Angela Merkel, well known for her love of classical
music, never fails to visit. But this year stood out because of
the presence of numerous heads of state, including British Prime Minister
Theresa May, Portugal’s President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, Estonian
Prime Minister Jüri Ratas, and Andrej Babiš, Prime Minister of the Czech
Republic. This is certainly tied to the fact that Austria holds the presidency
of the Council of the European Union from July 1 to December 31, 2018.
Austrian Chancellor Sebastian Kurz used the Festival for informal talks,
and several speakers at the opening event reminded the audience of the
EU’s beneficial effects. Connecting it to the Festival’s themes of passion,
ecstasy, and obsession nonetheless proved something of a challenge, as
Germot Blümel, responsible for EU and culture in the Chancellor’s office,
admitted: “Niemand verliebt sich in einen Binnenmarkt” (No one falls
in love with a common market). But passion comes in different forms.
Austrian President Alexander Van der Bellen, whose election had received
much attention for reversing the rightist trend in Europe, highlighted the
passion, paired with good judgement and a sense of responsibility, required
of the founding generation of the European Union. Salzburg’s governor
Wilfried Haslauer drew attention to the catastrophes befalling Europe and
the world before the creation of the much-maligned union as he noted the
events associated with two anniversaries that fell this year: 1918 and 1938.
The historian and philosopher Philipp Blom, this year’s invited inaugural
speaker, focused on current issues and diagnosed a worrisome assault
on Enlightenment ideas like critical thinking and the reliance on reason.
Blom traced this attack to a widespread sense of fear and anxiety while
acknowledging the reality of current upheavals and the threat of future
catastrophes. But his speech also struck a hopeful note in emphasizing
how qualities like empathy, critical thinking, and creativity point to a way
out of contemporary crises.
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Asmik Grigorian (Salome)
Photo: Salzburger Festspiele / Ruth Walz
If we are to take Blom at his word, creative and thought-provoking art has
a crucial part to play especially among those who will shape the planet’s
future. Hence it is especially appropriate that a leading cultural institution
like the Salzburg Festival has intensified efforts to attract a young audience
and to promote youthful talent, including opera productions specifically
for children as well as a Young Singers Award competition. A similar event,
the Nestlé and Salzburg Festival Young Conductors Award competition,
was held for the ninth time this year. In addition to the prize money and
prestige the award brings, the recipient is given the opportunity to conduct
a concert at the Festival the following year. This event is an especially
enjoyable and exciting occasion since it allows the audience to experience
the formative phase of a young artist who will doubtless rise to prominence
in the following decades, or, as the organizers put it, the public is given
the chance to “discover the next Toscanini, Karajan or Böhm.” Last year’s
winner Kerem Hasan, born in London in 1992, has completed studies
at several European conservatories and worked with some of the leading
conductors of our time, including Bernard Haitink and Esa-Pekka Salonen.
His already impressive resumé includes engagements with prominent
orchestras and now includes the ORF Vienna Radio Symphony Orchestra
at the Salzburg Festival. Another young artist, Augustin Hadelich, was
featured as soloist of the first selection, the Concerto for Violin and
Orchestra in D minor op. 47 by Jean Sibelius. Born in Italy to German
parents, Hadelich is a Juilliard graduate and one of the leading violinists
of his generation. His extraordinary musicality and virtuosity made for
a memorable performance. The young virtuoso conveyed the composer’s
somewhat melancholic piece expressively but with perfectly moderated
vibrato and without undue sentimentality. Especially impressive was his
extraordinary rendering of the cadenzas that are particularly important in
this piece, one of them forming the climax of the first movement. Hadelich
played the cadenzas not only with the requisite virtuosity, but imbued
them with rarely achieved depth and expression. After much applause, he
offered Paganini’s Caprice No. 21 as an encore.
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While Hadelich stood at the center for the first half of the concert, the
members of the ORF symphony orchestra showcased their own impressive
musicianship during a performance of Symphony No. 10 in E minor op. 93
by Dmitri Shostakovich. Under the baton of Kerem Hasan, the orchestra’s
artistry was apparent throughout, including the exquisitely phrased
woodwind solo of the first movement and the horn solo of the third. The
Scherzo second movement’s mood of impending dread emerged with
growing intensity-an apt rendition as the movement is often considered
a musical portrait of Stalin. Throughout
the concert a remarkable suspense sustained
the performance, while Kerem Hasan’s
conducting also conveyed the coherence and
logic of each piece, combined with intense
expressiveness-though without excessive
pathos. The concert left no doubt that a
bright future awaits the award-winning
conductor.
It goes without saying that a successful
appearance in a Salzburg Festival opera
production also has a powerful effect on a
young singer’s career. This year’s sensational
Salome, Asmik Grigorian, is doubtless
becoming one of the great operatic divas of
our time. Grigorian has been a celebrated
soprano in her native Lithuania as well
as in Russia and several other countries,
including Germany and Austria, and won an
international competition in London. But
her Salzburg Festival debut in 2017 as Marie
in Alban Berg's Wozzeck and above all her
Salome of 2018 represent her breakthrough
to worldwide stardom. Renowned soprano
Christiane Karg is an excellent example of
an artist whose career originated in Salzburg
and took off after her Festival debut. Born in Bavaria, Karg received a
prestigious award already during her studies at the Salzburg Mozarteum.
In 2006 she made her debut at the Salzburg Festival, three years later she
was voted most promising young singer by the journal Opernwelt, and now
she is performing on the leading opera stages of the world. A review of
Karg’s song recital must include a reference to her fine contribution to this
year’s Magic Flute transmitted on Austrian public television. While the
production received mixed reviews and fitted Karg with an unflattering
make-up and coiffure, her Pamina was impressive and affecting. Judging
from the televised version, Karg’s voice asserted itself in the cavernous
space of the Großes Festspielhaus, and her stage presence allowed her to
shine on the huge and crowded stage. Her appearances were indeed among
the highlights of the production. But exceptional accomplishment on the
opera stage is not necessarily an ideal preparation for a song recital. The
first segment of Karg’s recital, four of Schubert’s "Mignon" songs arranged
and transcribed by Aribert Reimann, began with Goethe’s famous lines
expressing powerful yet undefined yearnings of a traumatized young girl:
“Nur wer die Sehnsucht kennt, weiß was ich leide!" (Only those who know
the longing know what I am suffering!). Yet Karg’s rendition conveyed
confidence and determination, rather than a young girl’s vulnerability.
As the recital progressed, however, the singer soon adjusted to the less
spacious setting of the Mozarteum concert hall and the intimacy required
by Schubert’s song cycle. During the second set, Reimann’s Bearbeitung of
eight songs by Mendelssohn-Bartholdy based on Heinrich Heine’s poetry,
Karg was in her element. She became more animated and expressive
in her gestures, while her exquisite tone, fine phrasing, and impeccable
diction were fully on display during this selection entitled “…oder soll es
Tod bedeuten?” Quatuor Modigliani, a marvelous string quartet founded
fifteen years ago in Paris, provided not only the accompaniment but also
Fall 2018

Aribert Reimann’s intriguing, often dissonant intermezzi. The quartet’s
engaging and sensitive interpretation added much to the expressive power
of the song cycles.
After the intermission Quatuour Modigliani returned on their own
with an exquisitely rendered version of Tchaikovsky’s monumental
String Quartet No. 3 in E flat minor op. 30. The marvelously balanced
quartet conveyed the melodic first movement with equally admirable

YCA Prize Winner Concert Augustin Hadelich, Kerem Hasan
(Winner of the YCA 2017), ORF Radio-Symphonieorchester Wien
Photo: Salzburger Festspiele / Marco Borrelli
musicianship as the second movement’s brighter mood, with its echoes of
Mendelssohn. The appropriately somber mood of the Andante funebre,
a memorial to Ferdinand Laube, Tchaikovsky’s friend and colleague at the
Moscow Conservatory, was followed by the Rondo Finale with flair for the
composer’s lighter Russian folk mode and the rousing final section. The
quartet responded to the audience’s enthusiastic applause with the second
movement of Erich Wolfgang Korngold’s Quartet No. 2 in E flat major op.
26, deliberately selecting the work of an Austrian-born composer.
Given the Festival’s themes of passion, lust, and obsession, Monteverdi’s
opera L’incoronazione di Poppea was also an excellent choice. Giovanni
Francesco Busanello’s libretto draws on the account of Tacitus, the Roman
historian, whose critique of the Emperor Nero and his court has fascinated
generations and shaped views of Nero as the epitome of immoral,
tyrannical rule. The opera focuses on the illicit relationship between
Nero and Poppaea, exploring themes of obsessive infatuation, reckless
self-absorption, ruthless ambition, and erotic manipulation. Culminating
in Poppaea’s coronation as empress, the plot omits her untimely death,
allegedly a violent one through Nero’s own doing. The opera avoids the
simple logic of a morality play and raises fundamental interpretative
questions, most importantly: What does it mean that Monteverdi wrote
angelic vocal music for protagonists associated with monstrous acts? The
production, directed by Jan Lauwers, did not give a clear-cut answer. But
it did provide hints, above all through a wonderful cast of singers and the
marvelous early music ensemble Les Arts Florissants, led from the cembalo
by William Christie. An intriguing addition was the choreography from
BODHI PROJECT & SEAD Salzburg Experimental Academy of Dance.
continued on page 28
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Events at ACFNY:
The Moving Sounds Festival,
Women.Now, and The Great
Disruption: Austrian Female
Writers on the Year 1938

Betty Tompkins, Women’s Words, 2016. Installation, acryl on paper, acryl on canvas, dimensions variable.
Courtesy of the artist and P.P.O.W., New York.
By Judith Brand, ACFNY Head of Communications, with additional
reporting by Kristalena Herman
The Austrian Cultural Forum New York (ACFNY) hosts a variety of
exhibits and events focused on Austria and Austrian culture every year.
One highlight of this year’s fall season was the Moving Sounds Festival
2018 taking place from October 1-4. The program featured concerts,
symposia, and post-concert discussions exploring the influence of Gustav
Mahler, the first truly modern composer, on contemporary music and
culture.
Like Mahler, the composers in this year’s festival delved into cultural
tensions between themselves and their respective environments and
created rich and sometimes unsolvable tensions in their music. As a
modern artist, Mahler was determined to challenge his audiences,
not just to please them, and the featured composers responded to the
substantial list of provocations that are intrinsic to Mahler’s work: his
apocalyptic orchestral premonitions; his transition-less cinematic editing;
his postmodern aesthetic all-inclusivity; his use of music to construct
an intensely autobiographical narrative; his ability to articulate complex
negative emotions in a precise manner; and his perpetual identity crises.
Mahler was the first to ask “Who am I?” through ambitious musical forms,
and since the issue of personal identity is so essential to contemporary
composers, his question puts him at the very center of cultural artistic
inquiry today.
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Currently on display in the ACFNY's gallery through February 2019
is Women.Now, a group exhibition showcasing contemporary female
artists based in Austria and the United States. This transmedial show
unites artists from different generations, commenting on women’s role in
society and the arts.
The exhibition pays homage to major anniversaries. In 1918 and 1920,
women in Austria and in the US, respectively, were given the right to
vote, a milestone in political equality. In addition, it recalls 1968, a year
in which social norms defined by patriarchal structures were put under
radical scrutiny as the feminist avant-garde was formed. In Women.
Now, curator Sabine Fellner sheds light on the legacies of these historic
developments and how they impact current artistic discourse. This exhibit
features works that hone in on a broad field of gender discrimination,
women’s claim to freedom, relations of economic power and feminine
craftsmanship, and explores sexuality as an attempt to understand why
female identity is often so closely linked to physical appearance.
The diversity the artists display in addressing womanhood seems to
confirm the claims that these concepts are cultural constructions shaped
by language and visual media. In so doing, these works resonate with
key tenets of feminist theory. The works in the exhibition thus give an
continue on page 27
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SCHOLARS and SCHOLARSHIP

The Wirth Institute Celebrates its
Twentieth Anniversary

By Joseph F. Patrouch, Wirth Institute Director
he Wirth Institute was established in 1998 as the Canadian
Centre for Austrian and Central European Studies and renamed
“Wirth Institute for Austrian and Central European Studies” in
2003 in recognition of generous gifts by the Austro-Canadians Manfred
and Alfred Wirth. This year, from August 28 through September 3, the
Institute hosted a variety of different activities to mark the twentieth
anniversary of its opening. These included an alumni meeting, banquet,
concerts, international workshop, two exhibitions, and a number of other
activities, including the annual meeting of the world’s Austrian centers
and institutes sponsored by the Austrian Federal Ministry of Education,
Science, and Research (BMBWF). These activities were held at the main
campus of the University of Alberta in Edmonton, but also at locations in
the Rocky Mountains including the scenic Chateau Lake Louise in Banff
National Park.

T

Back in the late 1990s, the Austrian ambassador to Canada, Walther
G. Lichem, helped to organize a national process by which the location
of Canada’s new Austrian center would be selected. This process resulted
in the selection of the University of Alberta as the host institution, and a
Memorandum of Understanding between the University of Alberta and
the Government of Austria was signed on March 3, 1998, outlining the
commitments undertaken by each side to support the new institute.
On August 31, 2018, the fifth iteration of the memorandum, each of
five years’ duration, was signed in Edmonton by the current Austrian
ambassador to Canada, Stefan Pehringer. Ambassador Lichem was
present to witness this event.

Indigenous Populations in Central Europe” on August 29-30. Sixteen
scholars (including a number of Wirth alumni) presented papers. The
presenters came from many different countries, including Canada, Croatia,
Czech Republic, Hungary, New Zealand, Poland, Slovenia, and the US.
Participants at the “Imaginary Indian” workshop, the alumni meeting, and
the Austrian centers and institutes meeting were able to see two exhibits
that were on display in the Old Arts/Convocation Hall of the University
of Alberta. The first, featuring photographs of the Canadian North and
its peoples by the Austro-Canadian photographer Eugen Kedl (19332008), was sponsored by the Austrian Cultural Forum in Ottawa and
the Austrian Canadian Council. The second exhibition, titled “Forgotten
Fronts: The Austro-Hungarian Army and the Great War,” featured items
from the First World War that were recently donated to the University of
Alberta Museums by the Toronto financial specialist John Kellett. Curated
by Wirth Institute Director Joseph F. Patrouch, the exhibition of objects
such as uniforms, hat badges, and equipment was on display through
the Remembrance Day holiday on November 11. It was accompanied by
various guest lectures and presentations marking the 100th anniversary of
the end of the First World War on the Western Front.
Although the exhibition and related activities marked the end of the war

The new memorandum, in addition to outlining the continued
financial support of the Austrian ministry for the Institute, also
continues the Visiting Professorship in Austrian Studies currently
held by Gregor Kokorz, a historical musicologist hosted by the
University of Alberta’s Department of Music. The support of a
visiting doctoral student from an Austrian university for a year-long
research stay at the Wirth Institute will also continue. This year’s
graduate student visitor is Aleksandra Rokvity, a Cultural Studies
specialist from the University of Graz.
In the days before the signing ceremony, the Wirth Institute hosted
a meeting of the alumni of the various Central European doctoral
fellowship programs, which it has administered since 2001. These
include programs for students from Austria, Croatia, Czech
Republic, Hungary, and Poland. Over thirty alumni returned to
Edmonton for the event, which is held in a different location every
two years. Past meetings have been held in Vienna (2010), Budapest
(2012), Prague (2014), and Wroclaw (2016). The next will be held
in Zagreb in 2020.
The alumni have formed an organization known as the Wirth
Alumni Network (WAN). They co-sponsored with the Wirth
Institute an international workshop titled “The Imaginary Indian:
The Images, Stereotypes and Perceptions of North American
Fall 2018

Photo: Roland Pirker

Re-Signing of the Memorandum of Understanding between the
University of Alberta and the Government of Austria (August 31, 2018)
From left to right: Steven Dew, Provost and Vice President (Academic),
UAlberta; Lesley Cormack, Dean, Faculty of Arts, UAlberta;
Ambassador Pehringer, Joseph Patrouch, and Christoph Ramoser,
representative of the Austrian Federal Ministry of Education, Science
and Research (BMBWF)

continued on page 24
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the Wirth Institute providing background to the composers
whose works were to be performed, including Heinrich von
Herzogenberg, Anton Webern, and Paul Hindemith. Other
Wirth Institute musical events included cosponsoring with
the Alberta Chapter of the Czechoslovak Society for Arts and
Sciences (SVU) a performance by the Czech violinist Ivan
Ženatý on October 28, again marking the 100th anniversary
of the declaration of the new Czechoslovak state.
A variety of public lectures were organized by the Wirth
Institute in Fall 2018. For example, Jan Grabowski of the
University of Ottawa delivered the annual Toby and Saul
Reichert Holocaust Lecture on November 7. It was titled
“Researching the Holocaust in Eastern Europe: what we have
learned about the Holocaust, what we are learning right now,
and what are the research challenges ahead?” On September
21, Gábor Sonkoly of the Eötvös Loránd University (ELTE)
in Budapest delivered the lecture “Regimes of Urban Heritage
in a Central European Context: Budapest and Vienna in
Roland Pirker, President, Austrian Canadian Council, Ambassador Walther Lichem,
the Long 20th Century.” He also met with officials from the
and Alfred Wirth, the lead donor to the Wirth Institute
Province of Alberta’s Heritage Division and the Edmonton
Heritage Council as discussions continue about developing
(and the end of the Austro-Hungarian Empire), other activities sponsored
closer
ties
between
ELTE and the University of Alberta.
in whole or in part by the Wirth Institute marked the beginnings of three
of the empire’s successor states: Austria, Czechoslovakia, and (modern)
Poland. These activities included an exhibition of Czech photography, some
by Václav Havel’s official photographer Tomki Němec and some by the
local Czech-Canadian photographer Jan Novotny. Novotny was living in
Prague at the time of the Warsaw Pact’s military intervention there in 1968
and surreptitiously took a number of photographs. These photography
exhibits were displayed in various locations across Edmonton, including
the airport, city hall, and the university.
Every two years, the Wirth Institute sponsors a workshop on topics
relating to the Austrian School of Economics. In the past, these meetings
have been held at locations across Canada, including at McGill University,
and Carleton University. This year, as part of the twentieth anniversary
celebrations of the Institute, the workshop was held at the University of
Alberta from October 11-13. Organized by Peter Boettke of George
Mason University (Fairfax, Virginia, US), participants included scholars
of business, economics, political economy, political science, philosophy, and
history from institutions in Austria, Canada, Germany, the Netherlands,
and the US. Keynote lecturers included Robert Leonard of the Université
du Québec à Montréal whose address was titled “Two Modernists in
Interwar Vienna: Otto Neurath and Karl Menger.”

Cultural activities sponsored by the Wirth Institute included readings of
poetry and fiction. On November 19, a book launch was organized for a
collection of English translations of poems by the Slovenian-Austrian writer
Cvetka Lipuš. The poems were read first in Slovenian and then in English.
The book, titled What We Are, When We Are, was published by Athabasca
University Press and the translator was Tom Priestly. On November 24,
the Institute hosted the Edmonton visit by the Austrian novelist Theodora
Bauer. This visit, funded by the Austrian Cultural Forum in New York
City, featured Bauer reading from her novel Chikago. v

As is the case every year, the Wirth Institute sponsored or co-sponsored a
number of musical events. These included the performance on September
2 by the trio of Michael Bridge, Guillaume Tardif, and Kornel Wolak
of various pieces by Central European composers at artsPlace in
Canmore, Alberta. The concert featured pieces recorded on one of the
Wirth Institute’s most recent CDs: “Tales from the Dinarides and Folk
Inspirations from Central Europe” (2017), including the title piece which
was originally commissioned by the Institute and premiered at the WAN
meeting in Wroclaw in 2016. On October 13, a gala concert was held at
the University of Alberta featuring the Polish virtuoso Janusz Wawrowski
who performed on a rare 1685 Stradivarius violin. The Polish-Canadian
pianist Mikolaj Warszynski performed works that are featured on another
recent Wirth Institute CD: “Litsztomania” (2018).
On October 21, the Institute cosponsored a performance of the Pro
Coro choir directed by the visiting conductor Markus Thomas Utz of
the Zurich University of the Arts. He led master classes in the choral
conducting program at the University of Alberta and delivered a lecture at
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The “Forgotten Fronts: The Austro-Hungarian Army and the Great
War” exhibit featured items from the First World War, which were
recently donated to the University of Alberta Museums by the Toronto
financial specialist John Kellett.
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Meet the 2018-19 Wirth Fellows
Every year, the Wirth Institute for Austrian and Central European Studies at the University of Alberta hosts five doctoral fellows
from various countries in Europe. The students are supported by the Wirth Institute, the governments of their home universities,
and local groups in Edmonton. More information on each fellow can be found at the Wirth Institute’s website: www.wirth.ualberta.ca

Emese Ilyefalvi is a PhD candidate in
Comparative and Hungarian Folkloristics
at Eötvös Loránd University, Hungary. In
her dissertation, she examines early modern
Hungarian witch trials and other collections
of verbal magic from the 15th century to the
20th century. The main focus of her research
is to understand different verbal interactions,
especially the usage of verbal magic from a
computational folkloristic approach. In 2015, she
attended the Folklore Fellows Summer School
in Seili (Finland) and started to make an online
digital database for Hungarian charms and
incantations.

Eva Jarošová is a PhD candidate in History
at Charles University, Czech Republic. As a
student, Eva Jarošová became fascinated by the
phenomenon of plague epidemics in Europe.
After working on funeral culture and attitudes
towards death in the early modern period for
her MA at Charles University, Jarošová decided
to embark on a dissertation focusing on material
funeral culture. Examining the challenging period
of religiously divided Bohemia before the Battle of
White Mountain (1620), her research draws on
methods from several disciplines (anthropology,
history, art history, and religious studies).
Fall 2018

After a BA in both English and German Language
and Literature at the University of Rijeka,
Petra Sapun Kurtin worked at diplomatic and
cultural institutions as well as in publishing as
literary editor and translator. She is currently
a PhD candidate in English at the University
of Zagreb. In 2011-2012, she spent time as a
Fulbright scholar at New York University and
Tulane University working on representations of
port cities in narratives before and after collective
traumatic events. This research evolved into a
dissertation project on New Orleans as a liminal
American urban space as exemplified in the city’s
rich literary production. In the past years, she
has also been involved in several international
research projects focusing on the translation and
reception of Canadian writers in Central Europe,
as well as the reception of Croatian authors in
German-speaking countries.

Alekszandra Rokvity is a PhD candidate in
Cultural Studies at the University of Graz,
Austria. She completed her BA in English

Philology, with a focus on Anglophone literature,
at the University of Novi Sad (Serbia), and a
MA in English and American Studies at the
University of Graz. In her dissertation, Rokvity
examines the decades-long discussions of what
Western society labeled postmodernism. In
her work, she uses the fairytale to illustrate
the effects of so-called late capitalism on our
perception of and relationship with reality,
ourselves, other living things, and objects, as well
as the ways in which consumer culture in the
age of technology has essentially changed what
it means to be human. More concretely, she uses
the case study of the Snow White fairy tale and
its long and vivid history, paralleling the journey
of the text – from orature, to literature, to visual
culture, from art to entertainment and finally to
commodity – with the development of Western
society and its final slippage into the ever-fluid
postmodern condition.

Robert Rydzewski is a PhD candidate in
Ethnology and Cultural Anthropology at
the Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań,
Poland. Rydzewski is working on two research
projects. The first, which is also the topic of his
dissertation, aims to explore the role of social
actors in the migrants’ movement through Serbia.
His work is based on fieldwork conducted in
Serbia and Macedonia in 2015 and 2016, and
short-term visits to the migrants’ host countries
in 2017 and 2018. The second project, supported
by the National Science Centre of Poland,
focuses on transitions in post-Yugoslav cities.
He was awarded a fellowship at the Central
European University in Budapest in 2015, and
another at the Humboldt University in Berlin in
2017. He has also, in cooperation with National
Polish Radio, produced radio documentaries on
migration and social exclusion, and published
popular science texts for other media outlets.

25

News from Center Austria
For Center Austria at the University of New Orleans (UNO) 2018 was a busy year. In March our Associate Director Marc Landry organized our annual
symposium with the University of Innsbruck. He and his Innsbruck colleague Patrick Kupper, Professor of Social and Economic History, dedicated the
meeting to the theme “Electrifying the World: Toward a Global History of Light and Power.” Scholars from the US and Europe addressed issues surrounding
the global spread of electrical technology. The results demonstrated the existence of important counter-narratives to the traditional historical consensus on
electrification. A workshop conducted by David Ellwood discussed the topic of the “Marshall Plan in Europe” in its 70th anniversary year. In addition we
had a busy schedule of lectures. University of Innsbruck colleagues lectured on topics of history and sociology. Erin Hochman of the Southern Methodist
University and the winner of the 2017 Radomir Luza Prize lectured on the topic of her prize-winning book “Anschluss before Hitler: Rethinking Nationalism
and Politics in Interwar Austria and Germany.” Benjamin Benus of Loyola University-New Orleans lectured on “Modernist Maps of Mitteleuropa: Avantgarde Artists and Atlas Design in Central Europe, 1930–1955.” Both Günter Bischof and Marc Landry attended the Austrian Studies Association annual
meeting in Burlington, Vermont, where Bischof organized a panel on the Marshall Plan. Bischof then went on to teach a seminar on the “Post-World War
II Occupation of Austria” at the European Forum of Hebrew University in Jerusalem, also a center in the Austrian Studies Centers Network supported by
the Ministry of Education, Science, and Research in Vienna.
Over the course of this fall Center Austria has welcomed a new group of 20 Austrian students to study at UNO (photo, left). We also hosted a summit
of institutions that are dedicated to the field of Austrian-American relations, funded by the Botstiber Foundation, in addition to organizing a workshop
with the National World War II Museum in New Orleans on “Self-Determination,
Socialist Revolution, or Democratic Governance? The End of the Habsburg Empire
and the Beginnings of the New Republics in Central Europe in 1918/19.” This is our
contribution to the 100th anniversary of the collapse of the Habsburg Empire and
the beginning of the First Austrian Republic. The publication Austrian Environmental
History (Contemporary Austrian Studies, vol. 27), edited by Marc Landry and Patrick
Kupper, appeared this fall (see below).
Günter Bischof
Director, Center Austria
University of New Orleans

New From Center Austria
Austrian Environmental History
Contemporary Austrian Studies, vol. 27
Marc Landry and Patrick Kupper (Eds.)
New Orleans: UNO Press, 2018
350 pp. Paper, 978-1-60801-163-6, $40.00
This volume on the environmental history of contemporary Austria
offers an overview of the field, as well as several topical case studies. In
addition to highlighting some innovative methodological approaches,
the essays also show how important the environment has been to
some of the most crucial aspects of the recent Austrian past. Subjects
covered in Austrian Environmental History include: the role of nature
in nation-building since the collapse of the Habsburg Monarchy;
the reshaping of landscapes during the economic mobilization of
the National Socialist period; the function of the Marshall Plan in
exploiting natural resources on a previously impossible scale; the socionatural transformations powered by the Austrian tourist industry;
and Austria's new reliance on hydropower, which has transformed
hydrology and given rise to social conflicts. Together these essays
demonstrate how the study of humanity's interdependence with
the natural world uncovers new insights into Austrian history.
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Events at ACFNY from page 22
idea of the multi-faceted, ever ambiguous nature of what constitutes “the
feminine” and the role of women today.

In the framework of the Austrian Commemoration Year, on October
18, the ACFNY cooperated with Elysium for a literary-musical collage,
titled The Great Disruption: Austrian Female Writers on the Year
1938, focusing on how the annexation of Austria by Nazi Germany on
March 12, 1938, significantly aggravated the already desperate situation
of Jews. In the night of November 9, 1938, Jewish shops throughout Nazi
Germany were looted and destroyed, and synagogues burnt down. Soon
many artists had to flee their native Austria. This program gave voice to the
experiences and reflections of Rose Ausländer, Vicki Baum, Veza Canetti,

Outside of New York, the ACFNY again supported the GermanAustrian Film Festival hosted by the German Department at Williams
College from September 17 to October 1. Three films centering on
the relationship between “Women and Power,” this year’s theme, were
presented over the course of two weeks. The first, Licht by
Barbara Albert from 2017 focuses on the life of Marisa
Teresia (“Resi”) Paradis, a blind pianist of remarkable talent.
After countless failed medical experiments, her overprotective
parents seek out a controversial "miracle doctor," Franz Anton
Mesmer, as their last hope for a cure. For Dr. Mesmer, the
chance to successfully treat the young girl could lead to fame
and fortune. However, Resi soon notices that as her sight is
beginning to return, her musical virtuosity is declining. She
becomes aware that being part of society as a seeing person
comes at too high a price if it can mean the loss of her inner
world of music. The second film included in the festival was
the 2016 feature Toni Erdmann by Maren Ade. This film
focuses on the relationship between a father and daughter
with different personalities-Winfried, a music teacher, and
his daughter, Ines, a corporate strategist in Bucharest. After
Winfried makes a surprise visit to his daughter, they reach
an impasse, and Winfried agrees to return home to Germany.
Enter flashy "Toni Erdmann"-Winfried's smooth-talking
alter ego. Toni barges into Ines's professional life, claiming
to be her CEO's life coach. As Toni, Winfried is bolder and
doesn't hold back, but Ines meets the challenge. The harder
The Moving Sounds Festival 2018
they push, the closer they become. In all the madness, Ines The program featured concerts, symposia, and post-concert discussions exploring the
begins to understand that her eccentric father might deserve
influence of Gustav Mahler on contemporary music and culture.
some place in her life after all. The final film presented was
the 2012 film Hannah Arendt by Margarethe von Trotta, which features a Mascha Kaléko, Maria Ley Piscator, Berta Zuckerkandl, and Hermynia
look at the life of philosopher and political theorist Hannah Arendt, who zur Mühlen. Songs by banned composers, such as Egon Lustgarten, Alma
reported for The New Yorker on the war crimes trial of the Nazi Adolf Mahler, Karl and Vally Weigl, complemented the program.
Eichmann.
In December, the ACFNY will present the fifth installment of Austrian
Stage. The initiative was founded in 2014 together with Boston-based
US-Israeli stage director Guy Ben-Aharon to present contemporary
Austrian theater to US audiences. This year’s premiere is going to be
the English-language production of dosenfleisch (canned meat), a play by
Ferdinand Schmalz about four people fascinated by car accidents. v

Photo courtesy: ACFNY

Michael Haider named ACFNY director

Fall 2018

Michael Haider is the newly appointed director of the
Austrian Cultural Forum New York. He joined the
Austrian Foreign Service in 1999 and became an expert
in restitution and issues related to the Holocaust. His
previous assignments include positions in press and
culture at the Austrian embassies in Belgrade and Prague.
From 2007 to 2011, he was director of the Austrian
Cultural Forum Tokyo. He holds a PhD in history from the
University of Vienna and enjoys close ties to the Austrian
theater and literary scene.
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Salzfest from page 21
The continuous movement
on stage, including successive
stints of individual dancers
turning on their own axis,
was perhaps a bit much and
somewhat distracting at times.
But the excellent dancers not
only illustrated the atmosphere
of eroticism and dissolute living
at the imperial court, they also
provided an additional layer to
convey the desires, fears, and
sufferings of the protagonists
while suggesting that they are
common to all mankind. This
provided one possible key to
the enigma of the opera: the
protagonists are not so much
acting of their own free will
but appear to be driven by
uncontrollable forces and
exposed to constant danger
and ceaseless intrigues.
Despite her manipulative
behavior, this is also true for
Poppea, sung flawlessly and
with velvety, sensuous tones by Sonya Yoncheva. Sporting a ponytail
and golden headband, Kate Lindsey’s Nerone was a gangly young man
whose movements and strong voice without vibrato conveyed edginess,
defiance, and youthful energy. Neither is merely a monster. That Poppea
has reason to be afraid is clearly demonstrated in the libretto. Stéphanie
d’Oustrac was truly impressive as Ottavia, who evolves from wounded,
betrayed wife of Nerone to vengeful consort determined to have Poppea
murdered. She blackmails Ottone (Carlo Vistoli), who still loves Poppea,
into attempting the deed. The attempt is enthusiastically supported by
Drusilla, who would like to have Ottone for herself. Ana Quintans gave
an affecting performance as Drusilla, who evolves toward virtuous heroism
as she is willing to sacrifice her own life in order to save Ottone, who
in turn proves unwilling to accept such a sacrifice. Nerone himself is so
impressed that he pardons Drusilla, who is happily going into exile with
Ottone. It seems that Seneca’s lessons of Stoic virtue were not entirely
lost on Nerone and his courtiers, even though the philosopher (Renato
Dolcini, with requisite gravitas) has been forced into suicide. Nerone
appears as a mercurial young man under the spell of an erotic obsession,
but still capable of generosity in the face of virtue.
Yet the episode demonstrates that dangers at the court are real. Poppea’s
loyal servant Arnalta, portrayed with great flair by Dominique Visse,
warns her mistress of the mortal dangers of being close to an immensely
powerful man. While she rejoices in her mistress’s rise to empress and
consequently her own rise in status, she also comments on the random
nature of social ascent and the precarious nature of such elevated status.
In the end Nerone’s obsession and Poppea’s incessant erotic manipulation
appear in a different light: Erotic attraction provides the illusion of
certainty and safety in a cosmos where nothing is certain, and nobody is
safe. Thus the sublimely ecstatic duet of the lovers at the end makes sense:
"I am yours, no more suffering, no more death, o my life, o my treasure."
On the surface, L’incoronazione di Poppea appears to convey a message
diametrically opposed to the Enlightenment vision conjured by inaugural
speaker Philipp Blom, namely that our own feelings and desires inspire
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Die Zauberflöte 2018
Matthias Goerne (Sarastro)
Christiane Karg (Pamina)

Photo: Salzburger Festspiele / Ruth Walz
empathy for others. Poppea’s triumphant coronation seems to suggest
that calculating eroticism and unbridled ambition carry the day. But
Monteverdi’s sublime music, often sung by despicable characters, hints
that even they are capable of delicate feelings. And despite its otherwise
bitter cynicism, the libretto suggests that self-sacrificing love was possible
at Nero’s court. Even a monstrous tyrant may be capable of generosity out
of respect for heroic virtue. Apparently, Seneca’s teachings did make an
impression on the inhabitants of Monteverdi’s Neronian universe. Even
if true empathy could not be instilled in a ruler like Nero, at least respect
and admiration for selflessness can be achieved. Monteverdi’s opera thus
leaves us not only with horror at the apparent triumph of evil, but also
with glimmers of hope. v

The World of Prostitution from page 15
of Wingfield’s monograph takes readers to the summer spa towns of the
Empire, where young women might briefly engage in seasonal sex work.

It is difficult to suggest improvements to this meticulously researched,
engagingly written book. Wingfield makes frequent comparisons to the
scholarship on prostitution in Germany, Britain, and France in this period.
Perhaps her analysis could have included ways in which European—and
even North American—bureaucrats, feminists, and medical professionals
interacted and shared knowledge on prostitution. Just as fin-de-siècle
Austrian women found more mobility within the Empire, Europeans were
traveling abroad more frequently, attending international conferences and
political meetings. Certainly, Wingfield’s extraordinary contribution to
the historical literature will inspire future scholars to investigate these and
other questions about the intersection of gender, class, sexuality, nation,
and empire in the complex world of late Imperial Austria.
Cynthia Paces
The College of New Jersey
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Rothberg interview from page 5
certainly don’t want to deny that there is antisemitism among immigrants
to Germany-Muslim or otherwise. It’s a very complicated issue; in a lot
of ways, a lot of it does end up intersecting with the question of Israel
and Palestine. That doesn't mean that anti-Israel/anti-Zionist discourse
isn’t sometimes antisemitic but, I think, in Germany it tends to be
automatically collapsed into antisemitism. So sometimes what is in fact a
critique of Israel gets automatically re-coded as antisemitism. And again,
it’s not impossible that some of that discourse is antisemitic, but there’s
a kind of assumption that it always is, and I don’t think that’s the case.
I think that does filter into a lot of these everyday interactions as well,
which is not an excuse for them-they’re real, yet at the same time I think
you have to look more broadly at German society and see who, in fact, are
the perpetrators of most antisemitic deeds in contemporary Germany. It’s
not Muslim immigrants, it’s the far right. Statistics are tricky, and I don’t
always find them entirely reliable, but pretty much every study I’ve seen
recently asserts that a very large majority of those kinds of antisemitic
incidents are perpetrated by ethnic Germans, presumably on the right.
You can’t simply displace the responsibility for these kinds of things on a
scapegoated minority community, who themselves are suffering the same
number of racist attacks from the far right. Again, this is complicated
terrain, but I think it argues pretty strongly against the attempt by the
right-and not only the right but liberals and centrists-to scapegoat
Muslim communities for acts that are actually more widespread among
ethnic Germans. So, in the example you mentioned, you have a neo-fascist
group trying to assert, in a very insincere way, solidarity with the Jewish
community while trying to divide them from other religious/ethnic/
cultural minorities in Germany. That is a devious action on their part and
very obviously hypocritical, but that goes without saying.
CL: Right, this is coming from a far-right party that’s saying that the
collective guilt surrounding the Holocaust has been “worked through.”
You have AfD members saying that the Holocaust memorial in Berlin is
a “monument of shame.”
MR: It’s a strategy that they’re using and it’s not uncommon; I don’t think
it’s only the AfD and I don’t think it’s happening only in Germany. Again,
it’s not entirely crazy and irrational from a political perspective because
there are Jews on the right who would, in fact, buy into this kind of
discourse and would rather make an alliance with far-right parties than
with other minority groups.
CL: It also reveals, as you’ve written before, that Holocaust memory
can function to “re-ethnicize” identity in contemporary Germany. What
room is there for push back against that from a migrant’s perspective or
somebody with a migration background who does consider themselves to
be German?
MR: That’s primarily what our project is about. We start out by laying
out the framework of what we call the “German paradox” and the “migrant
double bind.” We talked about the migrant double bind already, but the
German paradox actually comes first and it involves the notion that in
order to take responsibility for the Holocaust you have to reproduce an
ethnic German identity, which, in a sense, was one of the conditions of
possibility of the Holocaust; it doesn’t mean you’re reproducing a Nazi
idea exactly, but that you are holding on to an ethnicized or even racialized
notion of what it means to be German.
In our project, in contrast, we’re ultimately interested in how immigrants
and post-migrants creatively engage with the memory of the Holocaust
-both on its own terms and by linking it to other histories in a
multidirectional way. Thus, the main focus of our work is looking at
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cultural producers: artists, writers, performers, musicians. We also look at
civic organizations who are in different ways confronting these questions
of responsibility. They’re taking them on often very powerfully and
articulating counter-discourses to ethnicized notions of German identity
and German responsibility by saying, “Hey, we too are in Germany-we
may or may not consider ourselves German or be considered as German
-but we still see ourselves as part of this history, as inheriting some of
these questions, and as wanting to deal with them by virtue of where we
live and what we inhabit, not necessarily ’who we are‘ but ’where we are.’”
CL: One last question I want to ask in the context of your work concerns
race: scholars in history and comparative literature, such as Rita Chin and
Fatima El-Tayeb, both acknowledged that ever since post-war Germany
rejected its Nazi past, the term “race” has all but disappeared from the
German lexicon and public discourse. Because Europe now relies on the
term “ethnicity,” it has, in some ways, obscured the deeper realities of race
and Europe's colonial past. I'd like to ask to what extent do you think the
still-held emphasis on ethnicity in Europe today has emerged from this
collective memory of the Holocaust? Has this collective memory, in some
ways, led to the forgetting or repression of racial categories in Europe?
MR: That’s an important question. I don’t know if it’s forgetting or
repression, but certainly there is a kind of displacement that has happened.
Again, sometimes for understandable reasons, the concept of race was
considered tainted after the Nazi period. But that displacement ended up
reproducing some of the same problems; that's what we're getting at with
the German paradox and the migrant double bind—which represent, in
a way, the afterlife of race in Europe today. And certainly Rita Chin's and
Fatima El-Tayeb’s work is really important to us and foundational for
studies of postwar Germany. I think this inability to see race outside the
framework of National Socialism has distorted the use of the category
and has problematic effects in Germany; it does make it hard to see the
various other kinds of racism that continue to exist, or were historically
there and yet were not visible. And so, together with other scholars like
those you just mentioned-as well as Damani Partridge and Esra Özyürek,
anthropologists who have been working on these questions-we are
dedicated to making links between what happened in the Holocaust and
what happens today. Not to say that they're the same at all. It's not that
immigrants suffer anything like what Jews during the Holocaust suffered
– that's certainly not the argument anyone is making, as far as I can tell.
But that still, there are questions of racism that are difficult to articulate
in Germany and I do think it's true that it has something to do with the
centrality of the Holocaust and the particular way that the Holocaust is
thought of in Germany. The Holocaust is understood as not comparable
to anything else and thus it ironically sometimes blocks from view the fact
that racism can work in other ways.
Along with this disinclination to compare the Holocaust to any other
history, which is very strong in Germany, there's also a real disinclination
to thinking about antisemitism in relation to other forms of racism; or
even that antisemitism is a form of racism. That's also a big problem, I
think, and it remains controversial to even speak of “antisemitism and
other forms of racism,” and to think those things together. But, to me,
that's essential to do; not again to say they're all the same, or to collapse
them into one model, but that they still belong together in our thinking
and it can elucidate these different experiences to think about them
comparatively. In other words, there is a need today to think relationally
about Islamophobia and antisemitism, but also about anti-black racism
and anti-Roma racism-obviously a really important prejudice throughout
Europe and one with very clear links to the Holocaust. The important
task, in my view, is to bring these ideologies and practices into the same
frame and to think them comparatively – which means in their specificity
but also in their conjunction. v

29

Central Europe: Undergraduate Yearbook
The Center for Austrian Studies at the University
of Minnesota launches an online journal dedicated
to undergraduate research

Central Europe: An Undergraduate Yearbook is an open-access journal promoting the study of Central Europe among
undergraduate students. Sponsored by the Center for Austrian Studies at the University of Minnesota, the journal’s online
platform provides an outlet for a wide array of scholarly projects. In addition to traditional forms of scholarship, we are
particularly interested in the development of the digital humanities in the study of the region. Submissions could include
academic articles, GIS maps, interactive resources, games, VLOGs, or any other compelling union of technology and research.
Submissions will be accepted in either English or German. The Yearbook is a venue for undergraduates working on Central
European topics to publish their scholarship and work in tandem with professors, independent scholars, graduate students,
and undergraduates from various institutions across the country and internationally.
The Center for Austrian Studies (CAS), established at the University of Minnesota in 1977, is an interdisciplinary research
center with a mission to support the study of Central Europe across the disciplines. We sponsor the publication of the Austrian
History Yearbook (Cambridge University Press), the Austrian Studies Newsmagazine, and an active monograph series (Berghahn
Press). This new online publication dedicated to undergraduate research continues the Center’s mission of fostering scholarly
collaboration, engaging with broader communities and audiences, and encouraging a younger generation of students interested
in Central Europe.
For more information on the journal, including submissions/undergraduate participation, please contact Howard Louthan
and the editorial team at the UMN Center for Austrian Studies email: ceuy@umn.edu

Expellees and Settlers from page 16
majority of ethnic Germans were removed from the region and (mostly) Czechs moved in, it failed entirely to create an ethnically pure region, culturally,
economically, and politically integrated into the rest of the state. Not only did large pockets of Germans remain (often but not always Communists or
others with solid anti-fascist credentials), but the settler population was hopelessly divided among the “old settlers,” “new settlers” and “resettlers,” many
of whom were strangers to Czechoslovakia. Even the regime’s volte-face in the 1950s towards attempting to re-integrate the remaining Germans into the
society came up short. Moreover, the region’s economy and political culture became hamstrung by opportunism, amateurism, cronyism, and blindness to
local needs. During the period studied, the borderlands gained—or perhaps retained—a reputation throughout the rest of the country for backwardness
and corruption. Up to the present day, Gerlach argues, with references to persistent unemployment, crime and Ústí nad Labem’s recent experiences with
the persecution of Roma, the northern borderlands have remained a place apart, a stigmatized land.
Karl F. Bahm
The University of Wisconsin - Superior
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The Center for Austrian Studies mourns the loss of
Robert Bireley, Herbert Fantle, and Herbert Kahler,
longstanding friends and supporters of the Center
The Center for Austrian Studies is saddened by the passing of three
exceptional figures in the past months.
Robert Bireley, S. J., Professor Emeritus in the Department of
History at Loyola University Chicago, passed away on March 14,
2018. Father Bireley was an important figure in Austrian Studies. He
was a prolific scholar in the field of European religious history with
a special interest in the Reformation, Early Modern Catholicism,
and the Jesuits. His numerous books include Politics and Religion
in the Age of the Counterreformation (1981), The Refashioning of
Catholicism, 1450–1700 (1999), and The Jesuits and the Thirty Years
War (2003). His most recent book is Botero: The Reason of State
(2017). An obituary is available online at https://www.luc.edu/
bereavementnotice/robertbireleysj.shtml.
Herbert Fantle (see portrait on the right) passed away on September
2, 2018. Fantle was born in Vienna and came to Minnesota in 1940
with his parents after fleeing the Nazis in June 1939. In 2013, he
was interviewed for the ASN, detailing the story of his family's flight
from Austria.
Herbert Kahler passed away on October 23, 2018. He was
a businessman and an active leader at a number of non-profit
organizations in Minnesota and elsewhere, as well as the Honorary
Consul of the Republic of Austria from 1998 and 2013, and the
recipient of the Decoration of Honor in Silver for Services to the
Republic of Austria (Silberne Ehrenzeichen für Verdienste um die
Republik Österreich). An obituary is available online at https://
www.davidleefuneralhome.com/notices/Herbert-Kahler.

The Demise of Austria-Hungary from page 14
lesson would be that “Europe’s citizens today … like the subjects of the old
empire … will tolerate it [the EU bureaucracy] for as long as it generates
wealth and preserves their freedoms.”9 Of course, history can’t provide
lessons, but it is amazing how close the Old Empire came to functioning
as an early European Union, in analogy with what journalist Karl Kraus
(1879-1936) called a Versuchsstation (a laboratory). v
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Herb Fantle by artist Felix de la Concha (oil on canvas, 12" x 14",
2013). Beginning in February 2013, Felix de la Concha, a prominent
Spanish artist, collaborated with the Center for Holocaust and Genocide
Studies (CHGS) to include Twin Cities Holocaust survivors in his latest
portrait series, "Portraying Memories: Portraits and Conversations with
Survivors of the Shoah." This image is used with permission of CHGS.
4 “The Inquiry,” Library of Congress, Manuscript Division.
5 Friedrich Prinz, “Die USA und die Gründung der CŠR,” in Versailles-St.
Germain-Trianon. Umbruch in Europa vor fünfzig Jahren, ed. Karl Bosl
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		I want to sustain the memory of Robert A. Kann, one of Austria and America’s most renowned Habsburg
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		I want to honor a respected Habsburg scholar and the founder of the Center, William E. Wright, and
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