
Disabilities Issues Committee  
November 14, 2018 
Minutes of the Meeting 
  
These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions or actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of, nor 
are they binding on, the senate, the administration or the Board of Regents. 
  
[In these minutes: St Paul Facilities Strategic Plan; Resolution on Education Around Best 
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REGRETS: Andy Hillis, Matthew Hoekstra, Aida Miles, Betsy Kerr, Muhammad Khalifa, 
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1. St Paul Strategic Facilities Plan 
Professor Ben Munson, chair, called the meeting to order and welcomed Monique MacKenzie, 
director of planning; Planning, Space, and Real Estate; University Services, who was present to 
update the committee on the St Paul Strategic Facilities Plan. She walked the committee through 
a PowerPoint, which outlined the purpose of the plan, how it will be used, the plan’s vision and 
mission, proposed changes to campus buildings and land, and next steps. She emphasized that 
this is a very long-term plan, looking at the next thirty years. 
 
Purpose of the Plan 
MacKenzie explained that the purpose of the plan is to spur the experiential impact of the St Paul 
Campus, resolve uncertainty by building a cohesive vision for the campus, and identify priorities 
and targets for reinvestment. She said that the president and provost had charged the planning 
committee with answering three questions: what is the academic future of the St Paul Campus 
(what programs are or will be located there, etc.); what facilities could be shared as common 
resources; and what administrative and student service needs result from the academic future.  
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dPHhQZG_ZTggIk6uAceALnMt588GfM13/view?usp=sharing


How It Will Be Used 
MacKenzie explained that the considerations that drive the plan are the St Paul student 
experience, agriculture (research, sillage, and monetization), Extension, and lifelong learning 
(such as the Bell Museum’s educational camps, etc.). She noted that there is the right amount of 
classroom space on the campus for the expected population, but that the space is not currently 
used optimally. The priority facility needs that have been identified are modern research lab 
space and interdisciplinary labs to replace obsolete space; conversion of classrooms from passive 
to active learning format; collaboration, meeting and interdisciplinary space; improved dining 
services for all campus users; improved support for campus life (student union, social activities, 
support for visiting staff or faculty); and amenities to invite community to the campus. 
 
Vision and Mission 
The plan is founded on the following vision and themes: 

● Maximizing the land grant mission in an urban setting (Food, Agriculture, Environment, 
Education) 

● Focused on interactions between managed lands, natural ecosystems and technology 
● Building and inviting community engagement 
● Advancing research partnerships  

 
The vision and mission have been translated into the following framework objectives: 

● Create a Discovery District focused on food, water and the environment 
● Promote regenerative campus design 
● Reuse existing buildings in support of the academic and research mission 
● Maintain an “ecosystem” of buildings—a system where activities in one building 

contribute to collaboration and innovation in adjacent buildings 
● Support interdisciplinary research and innovation Framework Plan Objectives 
● Create experiential learning and public engagement environments 
● Locate collaboration and social hubs to serve a variety of population groups 
● Establish a “destination” for UMN students and the broader community 
● Construct catalyst projects and “quick wins” 
● Maintain and enhance the agricultural land of the campus 

 
Proposed Changes to Campus Buildings and Land 
The plan recommends the following broad changes: 

● Create a civic spine along Buford Avenue, focusing on optimizing access and 
transportation, maintaining Bailey Hall as a housing option for students who want it, 
relocating the student center between the Learning and Environmental Sciences Building 
and Magrath Library to create an enhanced learning commons, utilizing the lawn for 
events focused on food and urban agriculture, and expanding the conference center. 



● Enhance the Buford Circle area as a research hub, including adding new space, renewing 
current space, and providing space for interdisciplinary research and collaboration. 

● In the Northeast Quadrant, enhance the central academic corridor and develop 
partnerships with industry that align with the University’s goals and values (such as 
freight farms, seed processing, aquaculture, etc.) 

● Engage in phased renewal of the Veterinary Medicine Zone, including improving student 
learning space and support functions, replacing critical condition research facilities, and 
investing in clinical space (Small Animal Hospital) for teaching and treatment purposes  

● Reimagining the Commonwealth Terrace area to maintain affordable family housing and 
possibly add mixed-use space to bring retail into the area 
 

Next Steps 
MacKenzie said that the committee is working to finalize the plan, and it is slated to go before 
the Board of Regents in February 2019. 
 
She then opened up the floor for questions. Munson asked about considerations around access 
for people with disabilities. MacKenzie said that it was not a primary focus, but was definitely 
taken into account, especially in terms of increasing accessibility of the area around the hill. 
Munson said that if more classes are scheduled in St Paul, it may introduce challenges in terms 
of transportation for people with mobility disabilities. Donna Johnson said that paratransit is 
working to improve their user experience and increase ridership, and that is one option for 
students to move between campuses. She added that all the campus buses are accessible, and that 
the University will work with Metro Mobility as changes take shape on the St Paul campus. 
 
Professor Thomas Michaels, chair, Classroom Advisory Subcommittee, commented that the St 
Paul Gym is currently a challenge in terms of recruitment and asked if there was any plan to 
renovate it.  
 
Lars Oddsson commented that the trend in industry, which is likely to continue over the next 
30 years, is toward being closer to where the research happens. He suggested designating some 
space for incubation activities related to research on the St Paul campus. 
 
Munson asked whether there has been any discussion of certain units that would be well suited to 
the St Paul campus trading places with units that might do better on East Bank. MacKenzie said 
that the plan is to move the parts of the College of Design that are currently in McNeal Hall back 
to the Minneapolis campus, and move two units of the College of Education and Human 
Development (CEHD) over to St Paul. While no further changes are proposed at the moment, 
she said, these moves may lead to momentum for other units to consider the option. 
 



Johnson asked what would happen to Pattee Hall if the CEHD units occupying it move to St 
Paul, and suggested it could be a good location for a testing center. MacKenzie replied that 
Pattee Hall will be renovated but not torn down, but a specific use had not yet been determined. 
A testing center could be an option, she continued, but cautioned that in terms of accessibility, 
Pattee Hall is not an ideal location. 
 
Munson asked if MacKenzie anticipated any change in the way the University interacts with the 
State Fair. MacKenzie said that she did not have much information, but speculated that the new 
transit options to the Fair could merit a look at the parking agreement between the Fair and the 
University. She added that how the State Fair manages its obligations in terms of stormwater 
treatment and containment is a consideration for the St Paul campus, as untreated stormwater 
currently flows to the St Paul campus from the fairgrounds. 
 
With that, Munson thanked MacKenzie for her time, and she departed. 
 
2. Resolution on Education Around Best Practices for Disability Accommodations and 

Supporting Students with Disabilities 
Next, Munson turned the committee’s attention to the Resolution on Education Around Best 
Practices for Disability Accommodations and Supporting Students with Disabilities that the 
committee drafted in 2017-18. He asked if members had any further additions/edits to the 
resolution, and members offered some suggestions, which were implemented. Johnson 
emphasized that funding for the proposed training would be essential. Munson said that he would 
visit the Equity, Access, and Diversity committee and the Senate Committee on Student Affairs 
to seek their support, followed by other committees. The plan is to bring the resolution to the 
University Senate in the spring, he said. 
 
Hearing no further business, Munson adjourned the meeting. 
 
Amber Bathke 
University Senate Office 

 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mP1BuqE3VSg3H9zy8h2DEf7MhIsxRM3IHVlS5x03i_c/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mP1BuqE3VSg3H9zy8h2DEf7MhIsxRM3IHVlS5x03i_c/edit?usp=sharing

