bottle of Courvoisier plus one fifth of
New Jersey cognac, with the note: ‘Tell
the bartender to serve the Courvoisier
first. Then by the time the Sons get to
the New Jersey cognac, they may not
spot the difference’” (250). Today,
Lellenberg says of Starr, “I’m convinced
that Julian Wolff [who took over leadership of the Baker Street Irregulars under
the title “Commissionaire” after Smith’s
untimely death in 1960] would have
retired as Commissionaire sooner than he
did if Bill Starr had not died at a somewhat early age in 1976 and had been
around in the early ’80s to take over.”

the history of the scion mentioned earlier,
Thomas Hart reports that a publication
fund was established as early as 1952
(with the princely sum of $4.00.) Hart, as
treasurer of the Publication Committee,
goes on to apologize to the membership
for “his many exhortations for funds, and
many stern admonitions against failure,
made at meetings” over the years.

The physical book is an interesting
artifact in itself, featuring quarter binding with textured morocco-colored
endpapers of the same stock as the
covers.
Leaves from The Copper Beeches was followed up by a second volume, More
Leaves from The Copper Beeches, in
1976. The Sons are still flourishing as
an active scion society; perhaps someday we will be able to look forward to
a third volume.
John Bergquist, BSI

Bob, his Irregular shilling aside, was
first and foremost a Hound, and to
say he was proud of it would be an
understatement. It can be said that he
held his office high and could be difficult to approach. At times he carried
himself in an aloof manner, particularly at meetings of the Hounds or
at other Sherlockian functions. He
was in all ways The Master of the
Hounds of the Baskerville (sic) and

8

To my knowledge the matter of authorization was never again brought up.
Finally, and perhaps most interesting
to some, are remarks in the 1968 article made about James Bond. I’m of an
age where I came upon both Holmes
and Bond almost simultaneously in
1964, albeit in different media: Doyle
through my grammar school library
and Bond by attending a double feature cinema with my parents featuring Dr. No and From Russia with Love.
I was immediately hooked on both
characters and still am today. By 1968
the popularity of Bond, as played by
Sean Connery, was at a high point,
and comparisons between the two
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From the President

famous British protagonists were not
uncommon. In the Sun-Times article,
Mangler commented that “We’re
convinced that people such as James
Bond lack Holmes’ staying power”
and that “Double-0 seven lacks his
[Holmes’s] style.” Years later, I would
sit in Bob’s kitchen while he was in
recovery from surgery and we would
discuss the merits of both. Differences in style aside, James Bond had
been around for nearly 50 years and
showed unmistakable staying power.
Along with James Bond we also
discussed Nero Wolfe, Ellery Queen,
Dupin, and others in comparison to
Holmes. There was agreement and
disagreement on observations, but
we were having fun whiling away the
hours as the sun was setting on the
life of this remarkable “Golden Age”
Sherlockian.
In all, this 1968 interview of Robert J.
Mangler gives us a brief but insightful look at the character of a man
who “Mastered” the Hounds of the
Baskerville (sic) over 36 years of this
column’s 50-year time frame, acting
as a local and national leadership
figure for the Sherlockian movement.
Yes, it is important to remember such
people.
Don Terras, BSI
For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu
Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 15G, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455
Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters,
we would appreciate being informed of changes
of address or other corrections.
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t has been said that marriages between two Sherlockians are the most permanent.
Many Sherlockians have found it easy enough to persuade a spouse to enjoy the
Sherlockian world, but when two people who already are Sherlockians marry they
will sooner or later merge their collections, as well as their lives. And there is no
custody battle, whether over the car, the house, the pets, or the children, that can possibly match the difficulty of dividing a collection that has no duplicates.
So for two Sherlockians it’s a matter only of the better, and never the worse. That certainly was true of Wayne B. Swift and Francine Morris, who were Sherlockians when
they met for the first time. Francine started her Sherlockian life in Texas, where she was
a librarian; she founded The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the
American Library Association, and
was one of the founders of The
Practical, But Limited, Geologists at
an informal luncheon in the Zodiac
Room at Nieman Marcus in Dallas.
When she moved to Washington she
quickly became a member of The
Red Circle, and was one of the ringleaders in planning the society’s fullfledged costume party at the
National Press Club.
Photo courtesy of The Sherlock
Holmes Collections

Illustration by H.W. Starr, captioned “The appeal
for the Publication Fund,” printed in Jon
Lellenberg’s Irregular Crises of the Late ’Forties
(New York, 1999)

Wayne was from Nebraska, an electrical engineer and a teacher, and an
Wayne and Francine Swift
early convert to the world of computers. When he moved to Washington he decided to take an adult-education course in
Sherlock Holmes at a local community college and soon attended his first Sherlockian
function, a running of The Silver Blaze (Southern Division) at Pimlico Race Track in
Maryland, where he and Francine quickly discovered they shared more than an interest
in Sherlock Holmes. They courted , and wed, and had many happy years together, sharing a multitude of interests, Sherlockian and otherwise.
Wayne became a member of The Baker Street Irregulars in 1978 (as “The Giant Rat of
Sumatra”). Francine became a member of The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes in
1977 (as “Hatty Doran”) and was honored by the BSI as The Woman in 1983, and
awarded her Irregular Shilling and Investiture in 1994 (as “The Wigmore Street Post
Continued on page 6
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ike many I was saddened to learn of the death of Ron De Waal on July 3, 2018
at the age of 85.

Others will have to (and I am sure will) provide a review of Ron De Waal’s professional career and many Sherlockian accomplishments. Some may recall, for example,
that Ron took over Austin McLean’s job at Colorado State University after Austin came to
the University of Minnesota. I have a few personal reminiscences but admit our correspondence was never extensive, and I made very few contributions to his bibliographies
(though I recall I did provide summaries of the essays in the Norwegian Explorers collection Cultivating Sherlock Holmes 1978).
I first heard from Ron in 1976 when
he sent me a nice letter in response
to several previous admiring missives
I had sent to him. I was writing of
course about his magnificent World
Bibliography of Sherlock Holmes and
Doctor Watson (New York Graphic
Society, 1974). He enclosed a copy of
an honorary diploma Colorado State
had granted to Mr. Sherlock Holmes,
telling me it was one of the few copies that had been signed by the CSU
president.
Certainly the publication of the World
Bibliography was a watershed in the
John Bennett Shaw, Ron De Waal and Richard Miller
lives of many Sherlockians just beginning their collecting careers at that time.
Long time Norwegian Explorer Member Steve Stilwell, Board member of the Friends of
the Sherlock Holmes Collections at the University of Minnesota, and a noted mystery
expert, recently shared with me that the World Bibliography was the second expensive
Sherlockian book he purchased (the first was a first edition of Starrett’s The Private Life of
Sherlock Holmes). In my case, being a few years younger than Steve, it was about the second most expensive Sherlockian book that I got someone else to buy for me (my mother)
for some convenient holiday. As pleasing as the slip-cased first edition was to have, the
Continued on page 6
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This issue with Watson can, over time,
be viewed as a very successful crusade
in more than just the Hounds camp.
In later years we have all seen the
cinematic Watson become a force in
his own right, with a story line profile
that departs drastically from the comic
relief portrayal of Watson played
to perfection by Nigel Bruce. This
is particularly true with Watson as
portrayed by actors David Burke and
Edward Hardwicke, and more recently
by Jude Law and Martin Freeman.

If all of this is not sufficient to establish
the legitimate standing of The Hounds,
then I suppose you will cast us out into
exterior darkness. Do you want to cast
out Starrett, J. Finley Christ, Dr. Zeisler,
Orlando Park, Matt Fairlie, John Bennett Shaw, Bill Goodrich, John Nieminski, Bob Hahn, Ely Liebow, Michael
Harrison, Michael Hardwick, August
Derleth, etc. etc.? (There is a fortune
in shillings in that bunch) I’m sure the
matter can be resolved. If not, then avoid
the moors when the powers of darkness
are exalted.

C

C o n t e n t s
Francine and Wayne Swift

In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

carried the torch that Vincent Starrett
entrusted to him. When Tom Stix,
then Wiggins (leader) of The Baker
Street Irregulars, sent a letter to Bob
requesting that he submit a copy of
written authorization from the BSI
to start a scion (i.e. The Hounds)
he was perturbed. In sending the
letter, Stix overlooked Starrett, Bob’s
position and authority, and the fact
that the Hounds were formed before
there was authorized “scion” history,
they were referred to as The Chicago
Chapter of the Baker Street Irregulars.
Bob’s reply to Mr. Stix was wellbalanced, even tempered, and classic
Mangler. He began by citing examples
of the Hounds’ recognition by BSI
and Sherlockian luminaries of the
past and finished with. . .

DS

Sherlock Holmes
By Peter E. Blau, ASH, BSI

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was partially financed by contributions from
members of the Sons, who are listed in
the acknowledgments. In his memoir of

Remembrances

This Sun-Times article also showed
Bob’s penchant for playing the game,
something that in the world of Sherlockiana has changed little, if any,
over the last fifty years. Discussing
Holmes in the present tense during the
Sun-Times interview, Jerome Wilson
abruptly interrupted Bob. . . “You
don’t really believe Holmes is alive.”
“Of course he is,” Mangler retorted. “If
anyone that prominent had died, we
would have seen his obituary, right?
And we haven’t seen it.” Speaking on
Doyle, Mangler states . . . “Let’s put
him in his proper perspective. Actually, he was nothing but Dr. Watson’s
literary agent. Watson . . . had written
the true accounts of Holmes’s cases,
but didn’t want them published under
his own name. So he went to Doyle.”
Watson himself, Mangler acknowledges, “suffers by comparison with
Holmes. One of the minor crusades of
the Irregulars is to reverse the downgrading of Watson as a bumbler. He
wasn’t. He made mistakes, true, but he
had a good mind and was a battlefield
surgeon.”
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table of contents for this 224 page
illustrated book includes works by
Alfred Noyes, Arthur Morrison,
Rosamund Marriott-Watson, Eden
Phillpotts, John Galsworthy, F. Anstey
and Jerome K. Jerome, to name but a
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Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is a short
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last stanza as written by Conan Doyle.
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Ronald Burt De Waal… Continued from Page 1
book probably was much more widely
purchased in a Bramhall House reprint
edition, which I believe retailed for $10
(against the $60 for the original). The
dust jacket of this edition, by the way,
featured a Sherlockian panel from a
stained-glass window at St. Paul’s University of Saint Thomas Library. Almost
anyone could afford the Bramhall House
version, and one Canadian scion society
gleefully monitored the further decline
in price as it moved between various
remainder tables, eventually bottoming
out at 50 cents (and that may have been
Canadian).
When we at the U. of M. Libraries began
cataloguing the Hench Collection in
1979 (which was then a manual affair
involving the typing of catalog cards)
we used De Waal’s 1974 bibliography
and later his 1980 International Sherlock
Holmes as the basis for our shelf-order
classification scheme. To my knowledge
Ron visited us at least once, in May of
1983 to further update his bibliographies. Former Norwegian Explorers
President Pj Doyle arranged a talk by
Al Rodin on May 2nd at the Hennepin
County Government Center Auditorium, and De Waal told Rodin that his
talk on “Sir Arthur Conan Doyle Physician” was the best he had ever heard.

In addition to doing research for his
bibliography (ultimately resulting in The
Universal Sherlock Holmes, first published in 1994) he was able to take in a
Minnesota Twins Baseball game or two,
later expressing envy for anyone living
near a major league ball club facility. Tim
Johnson, of course, has carried on the
tradition of updating The Universal Sherlock Holmes on the U of M’s Rare Books
and Special Collections website and love
for Twins baseball.
For years collectors and book dealers would crow, often inaccurately,
that something they had was “not in
De Waal.” It is true, though, that his
enumerative bibliography format was
not well equipped to list and distinguish
between the bibliographical variants
of the various editions of the Sherlock
Holmes tales. I thought De Waal went a
little too far in the International volume
to separately list minor variants, and
that his instincts on what was worth an
individual entry were sounder in his first
volume, the World Bibliography.
But perhaps De Waal did not get enough
credit for the numerous newspaper and
magazine articles and reviews he listed,
sometimes as a part of a main entry for
a particular book or performance. One
of these proved crucial for my research
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in his own From the President
column, Tim has indeed been
“waving the Sherlockian flag.”
Gary has also given our readers a
few dates to mark on their calendars.

Tim Johnson has added information
about The Universal Sherlock Holmes
as well as covering his time in
St. Louis at “Holmes in the Heartland” in his Update from the
Collections. As Gary Thaden noted

Our 50 and 100 Years Ago columns
reflect on happenings also from the
Heartland, Chicago specifically. Don
Terras, Master of the Hounds of the
Baskerville (sic) gives a unique view
into the Hounds and former Master
Bob Mangler. As Don wrote so meaningfully, it’s important to remember

ummer is drawing to a close
here, and it’s been a busy
season for many. There have
been changes, such as the
passing of Ron De Waal, and I’d like
to thank Andrew Malec for writing
about him.

on Frederic Dorr Steele. De Waal listed
a letter to the editor by FDS’s son Robert
G. Steele of Monrovia, California, which
appeared in the June 29, 1975 Los
Angeles Times. Steele was commenting
on Charles Champlin’s review of Michael
Druxman’s Basil Rathbone: His Life and
Films that had appeared in the June 13th
issue. Champlin had remarked on the
close identification of the public image
of Sherlock Holmes with Rathbone.
Robert Steele explained that William
Gillette had been so identified in an
earlier generation, in no small part
due to FDS’s use of the actor’s features
as the inspiration for his own artistic
interpretation of Holmes. I was able to
find this letter in a microfilm run of the
paper at the U. of M.’s Wilson Library,
and then track down Robert’s address
in a telephone book at the same Library.
An extensive correspondence ensued,
leading to further letters exchanged with
FDS’s two daughters, Anne and Zulma
(especially the latter). Ultimately this
research and these relationships led to
several publications on FDS, the 1984
FDS Special Collections exhibit (Robert
and Zulma attended the related 1984
conference), and the donation by the
Steele children of a sizable Steele archive
to the University in 1986. I have to
wonder how much of this would have
happened had Ron De Waal not listed
that letter to the editor.
					
		
those who contributed so much
to keeping green the memory. Ray
Betzner’s fascination with all things
Vincent Starrett made him the perfect
person to reflect on Starrett’s article
in Reedy’s Mirror. My thanks to them
for these articles and to Ray for
allowing us to run a photo of his
own personal copy of the magazine.
Enclosed with this issue is our
annual renewal letter and remittance envelope. I hope that you will
continue to support the Sherlock
Holmes Collections.
Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI
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50
Y E A R S

A G O

The Sherlock Holmes Collections at
the University of Minnesota Libraries has much to offer people from all
points on the compass who research
the world’s most famous consulting
detective. But its collections are particularly rich in Sherlockian artifacts
and ephemera from Chicago. 50
years ago Vincent Starrett held court
there at a time that many Sherlockians refer to as a Holmesian “Golden
Age” in the Windy City, with a round
table of who’s who in the Sherlockian world. One of these people was
the late Robert J. Mangler, who in
1964 became Starrett’s handpicked
Master of The Hounds of the Baskerville (sic), established in 1943. Bob
was my immediate predecessor with
the Hounds and a close friend during the last 20 years of his life. In
the Minnesota collections I am (not
surprisingly) drawn to an interview
with Master Mangler that appeared
February 19, 1968 in the Chicago
Sun-Times titled “Case of the Living Sherlock Holmes,” by journalist
Jerome Wilson. For the purposes of
this column, this article can be seen
as a time stamp on a particular stage
of development in the Sherlockian
world, a period that many Sherlockian veterans (and possibly others)
would describe as “before the world
went all awry.” Bob Mangler epitomized this era and used his position
with the Hounds to influence and
promote the ideals of the time, some
of which we still adhere to and others that have changed. While there is
much valuable information intrinsic
to the artifacts in the Minnesota
collection, it is equally important to
look back at the people who nur-

tured and enriched the Sherlockian
movement. Bob Mangler was such
a person, and we learn a bit more
about him and these times through
the 1968 Sun-Times article.
Perhaps most notable is the growth
and development of the Holmesian
movement in the last 50 years. The
article mentions that, in 1968, there
were only two active scions in the
Windy City. Today, we now have (at
last count) seven along with a thriving Sherlockian community on social
media and a world class collection of
“Doyleana” gifted to The Newberry
Library by Hounds member Dr. C.
Frederick Kittle. In large part, these
changes are due to the foundation
that the Hounds built in Chicago
and, in particular, Bob Mangler, who
singlehandedly took the Hounds and
their offshoot scion, Hugo’s Companions, from the depths of a three-year
hiatus into a period where Chicago
was seen as being at a national epicenter of Sherlockian activity. Bob’s
“Chicago” irregulars (as he liked to
call them) were known far and wide
for their contribution to keeping
green the memory and introducing
others to the Holmes Canon who
continue in this tradition.
Bob was also someone who understood the need for change, even
when it came to as controversial a
topic as women membership in the
Hounds. Journalist Jerome Wilson,
addressed this issue in the Sun-Times
Mangler interview:
“Women being what they are, poor things,
some were certain to succumb to the
Holmesian mystique. But, worse luck,
some of them seem determined to join the
societies. Most irregular. ‘Never!’ Mangler
said, replying perhaps to an imaginary
female applicant to the Hounds.”
When I moved ‘up’ in the world to
become director of a historic lighthouse site operated by local government, our legal consul jokingly
remarked that it was now my job to

bring the board of commissioners
kicking and screaming into the 20th
century (at the time it was 1983).
The Holmesian community in 1968
had a similar mind set when it came
to change, and with few exceptions
the status quo restricting women
membership – even barring them
from attending meetings – prevailed.
Like most every scion society at the
time, the Hounds of the Baskerville
(sic) were active only as a men’s literary group despite the fact that Vincent Starrett had previously inducted
a women member in 1967. Starrett’s
solo initiative notwithstanding (it
was, after all, his organization), Bob
Mangler continued to echo the mainstream gender bias in the Sherlockian community, particularly among
members of the Hounds. In fact, Bob
came to be a lot softer on this issue
than most people knew and maintained a list of women that he invited
to the Hounds’ annual dinner meeting, although none were made members. In 2010, however, under my
tenure as Master of the Hounds, that
policy changed with Bob Mangler’s
full backing. This was due primarily to the simple fact that times were
different and women had contributed
tremendously to the corpus of literature and other forms of media on all
things Holmes. Bob understood the
benefits that women members could
bring to the Hounds. But the change
in the Hounds was also the result of
the untimely passing of a friend and
good Sherlockian Karen Skubish, who
had steadfastly supported the Hounds
for far too many years to ignore. Her
death acted as a catalyst and underscored the need for a policy change.
Bob could have begged off on this
controversial matter, as he was no longer directing the group, but he instead
chose to involve himself and made a
decision to help expedite the change
that departed greatly from what was
the norm in 1968, a norm that he
took great lengths to maintain, only to
ultimately change, realizing that it was
time for the group to head in a new
direction.
Continued on page 8
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From the President

I

t has been a time of preparation:
this year’s Friends Annual meeting, next year’s Conference, and
promotion of the collections.

The Friends of the Sherlock Holmes
Collections 2018 Annual meeting
will be held at the Elmer L. Andersen Library on the University of
Minnesota West Bank on the evening
of Tuesday, October 23, 2018. More
information will be forthcoming.
As a reminder, the new Maxine
Houghton Wallin Special Collections
Research Center on the ground floor
of Andersen Library is now open and
is worth a visit.
After the rave reviews from two years
ago, the Friends of the Sherlock
Holmes Collections, the Univer-

An Update from the Collections
sity of Minnesota Libraries, and the
Norwegian Explorers of Minnesota
(the Minnesota Sherlockian Trio)
will be sponsoring the “Dark Places,
Wicked Companions, and Strange
Experiences” Conference next year
on August 9-11, 2019 with a preconference reception on August 8th.
Friday morning will be reserved for
visiting the accompanying exhibit
at the Andersen Library which will
include appropriate items from the
Collections. The Conference will be
held at the Graduate Hotel (formally
the Commons Hotel and site of our
last conference). Hotel and registration information will be available
soon. Not to be missed.
Tim Johnson, our E.W. McDiarmid
Curator of the Sherlock Holmes

Collections, has been traveling the
United States waving the Minnesota
Sherlockian flag. See Tim’s column in
this issue.
With this issue we’re enclosing a
renewal letter as well as a remittance
envelope. We are very proud of this
newsletter and your support enables
us to produce it quarterly. In looking
toward the future, we are considering
the possibility of giving our readers the option of receiving either a
printed or electronic version. As we
continue to explore this, we are open
to your comments.
As you can see, we are excited and
passionate about the Collections and
look forward to sharing them with
the Sherlockian world.
				
Gary Thaden

100 Years Ago… Continued from Page 2
And then this:
"He is the transcendental detective par
excellence; an authentic figure in the
world’s literature; a genuine and artistic
creation.” How does Starrett hope
Holmes will live on beyond his
“last bow”?
He goes on to list the stories alluded to
by Dr. Watson. “These, at least, I submit, it is unfair to name, if we are not to
have the delight of reading them.” (The
list of unwritten adventures would find
their way, in an expanded form, into
a chapter of The Private Life of Sherlock
Holmes some 15 years later.)
It is clear from the essay that Starrett
had already amassed a goodly collection
of Holmes, but he was also completely
dissatisfied. “As a book lover, and a collector, I am eager to collect the works
of Mr. Sherlock Holmes. In my library,

beside the de luxe Manon Lescaut 1 and
the historical writings of George Alfred
Henty,2 I want to place those little brochures on crime to which Holmes refers
so carelessly, yet so often."
He then makes a nice little list of the
trifling monographs and books Holmes
has written on footprints, tobacco ashes
and such. And then, with an audible
sigh, Starrett resigns himself to the
inevitable.
"Let us hope there will be more, some
day; but, if not, let us be grateful that we
have had as many as we have, and that
Sherlock Holmes is 'still alive and well,
though somewhat crippled by occasional attacks of rheumatism.'"
We know now that there were other
Holmes stories to come, collected into
The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes. More

importantly, we also know that the ideas
Starrett explored for the first time here
eventually became the basis for his most
enduring work and the first American
book dedicated to the Baker Street
detective, The Private Life of Sherlock
Holmes.
And it all started here, in the pages of
Reedy’s Mirror. It took me years of hunting paper and book dealers to find a
copy of Reedy’s Mirror and see the article
as it was first published. For those who
don’t want to spend endless hours hunting the web for a copy of Reedy’s, you
are in luck: The Collections has John
Bennett Shaw’s copy of the article in its
archives.
So what are you waiting for? Quick, like
a bunny, get to the Collections and see it
for yourself!
					
		Ray Betzner, BSI

I

t is a truism: time flies when
you’re having fun. This summer
is no exception. Having settled
into our new digs in the Wallin
Center, we’ve turned our attention to
those things that continue to make
the Sherlock Holmes Collections a
very lively place.
Recently, we welcomed forty-five
people on a Friday night for an introduction to the world of Sherlock
Holmes and a tour of the Andersen
Library caverns. This was our latest
adventure with the good folks at
the Twin Cities Museum Meetup, “a
group of fun and interesting people
who share a common interest in all
kinds of creative and visual arts as
well as architecture, science and history.” By our count, this is now the
fifth Meetup group we’ve welcomed
to Andersen Library. Every session
we offer for this group sells out,
with a substantial number on their
waitlist. By the time we read this, a
sixth Meetup group—already sold
out—will have seen some of the
wonders from the Sherlock Holmes
Collections, heard how the Collections came to be, and get a sense
of what continues to energize our
efforts. Museum Meetup is a very
pleasant group, and we look forward
to further adventures together.
Meanwhile, in the home of great barbecue and music, it was my honor
and pleasure to be the keynote
speaker for the first of what I hope
will be many gatherings of “Holmes
in the Heartland,” a very successful
weekend conference organized by
members and friends of the Parallel
Case of St. Louis, a scion society of
the Baker Street Irregulars. We began
our adventure Friday evening with a
visit to the National Blues Museum
in downtown St. Louis.

I confess to having a love, if not intimate knowledge, of the Blues; it is
a music that speaks from and to the
soul. A stroll through the museum
reminded me of both the historical
depth and profound influence this
music contains. After touring the
museum, we wandered next door to
the Sugarfire Smokehouse for some
excellent food and conversation
where I enjoyed meeting some new
friends and reuniting with others.
Later that evening, I participated in
a podcast produced by our energetic
and informative friend from Peoria,
Brad Keefauver. It was a great start to
the weekend.
On Saturday morning we gathered in the Carnegie Room at the
St. Louis Public Library to hear a
number of presentations built around
the conference theme, “A Curious
Collection.” After a welcome and
introduction by Rob Nunn, we dove
into the day. Mary Schroeder offered
some background on the St. Louis
Sherlockian Research Collection
and its arrival in the Rare Book and
Manuscript Room of the library. William Cochran continued the morning
with a talk that came deep from the
heart of a devoted and sharing collector. I was touched by his talk and his
desire to give away something spent
through a lifetime of collecting. In
many ways Bill set the table for my
talk, which followed next. I’ve posted
the text of my address on my blog,
“Special & Rare on a Stick,” should
you wish to read it. I am pleased that
the Collections might play some role,
however small, in supporting our
friends in the Heartland.

appearance by Mark Twain. Our day
of presentations concluded with talks
by Dr. Tassy Hayden and a forensic
connection with Saint Louis; Brad
Keefauver’s thoughts on continuities
and, perhaps, the existence of parallel universes in the Canonical tales;
Don Hobbs and his life as a “maniac
collector”; and some good fun—with
audience participation—in selfdefense. Following the program, we
motored to Favazza's Italian restaurant for an excellent dinner followed
by an evening of games.
My Saint Louis weekend concluded
with a Sunday morning visit to
Washington University’s Becker Medical Library and a display of items
related to Sir Arthur, Edinburgh, and
Victorian England. Following this
most informative visit, we repaired
to The London Tea Room for a very
tasteful afternoon tea, complete with
sandwiches, scones, and other delights. My sincere thanks to conference organizers for inviting me to be
a part of a very special weekend. I
wish you all the best in your future
adventures!
I hope your summer was filled with
similar journeys, explorations, and
discoveries. Among my many turnings and wanderings this summer
I was reminded of something else:
Sherlockian friendships are the best!
Thank you for your continued
support of the Sherlock Holmes
Collections. We value your
friendship.
Timothy J. Johnson
E.W. McDiarmid Curator of the Sherlock Holmes Collections

Bill Mason followed me with a
delightful recounting of a most
famous Holmesian pun and then,
after lunch, we were treated to an

[1] An obscure and salacious 18th century tale of a wanton woman and the man who loves her. Later editions were toned down, making earlier
printings highly desirable by collectors. The book is mentioned or referenced often in the novels of others, from Dumas to Wilde to Saul Bellow.
[2] Henty, often called G.A. Henty, was not a historian at all, but a writer of boy’s stories of war, danger and adventure. Starrett was a big fan of Henty’s
books and collected them all as an adult
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of Tuesday, October 23, 2018. More
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is worth a visit.
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Norwegian Explorers of Minnesota
(the Minnesota Sherlockian Trio)
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on August 9-11, 2019 with a preconference reception on August 8th.
Friday morning will be reserved for
visiting the accompanying exhibit
at the Andersen Library which will
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held at the Graduate Hotel (formally
the Commons Hotel and site of our
last conference). Hotel and registration information will be available
soon. Not to be missed.
Tim Johnson, our E.W. McDiarmid
Curator of the Sherlock Holmes

Collections, has been traveling the
United States waving the Minnesota
Sherlockian flag. See Tim’s column in
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envelope. We are very proud of this
newsletter and your support enables
us to produce it quarterly. In looking
toward the future, we are considering
the possibility of giving our readers the option of receiving either a
printed or electronic version. As we
continue to explore this, we are open
to your comments.
As you can see, we are excited and
passionate about the Collections and
look forward to sharing them with
the Sherlockian world.
				
Gary Thaden
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by Dr. Watson. “These, at least, I submit, it is unfair to name, if we are not to
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list of unwritten adventures would find
their way, in an expanded form, into
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Holmes some 15 years later.)
It is clear from the essay that Starrett
had already amassed a goodly collection
of Holmes, but he was also completely
dissatisfied. “As a book lover, and a collector, I am eager to collect the works
of Mr. Sherlock Holmes. In my library,

beside the de luxe Manon Lescaut 1 and
the historical writings of George Alfred
Henty,2 I want to place those little brochures on crime to which Holmes refers
so carelessly, yet so often."
He then makes a nice little list of the
trifling monographs and books Holmes
has written on footprints, tobacco ashes
and such. And then, with an audible
sigh, Starrett resigns himself to the
inevitable.
"Let us hope there will be more, some
day; but, if not, let us be grateful that we
have had as many as we have, and that
Sherlock Holmes is 'still alive and well,
though somewhat crippled by occasional attacks of rheumatism.'"
We know now that there were other
Holmes stories to come, collected into
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Starrett explored for the first time here
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enduring work and the first American
book dedicated to the Baker Street
detective, The Private Life of Sherlock
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And it all started here, in the pages of
Reedy’s Mirror. It took me years of hunting paper and book dealers to find a
copy of Reedy’s Mirror and see the article
as it was first published. For those who
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Recently, we welcomed forty-five
people on a Friday night for an introduction to the world of Sherlock
Holmes and a tour of the Andersen
Library caverns. This was our latest
adventure with the good folks at
the Twin Cities Museum Meetup, “a
group of fun and interesting people
who share a common interest in all
kinds of creative and visual arts as
well as architecture, science and history.” By our count, this is now the
fifth Meetup group we’ve welcomed
to Andersen Library. Every session
we offer for this group sells out,
with a substantial number on their
waitlist. By the time we read this, a
sixth Meetup group—already sold
out—will have seen some of the
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Collections, heard how the Collections came to be, and get a sense
of what continues to energize our
efforts. Museum Meetup is a very
pleasant group, and we look forward
to further adventures together.
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will be many gatherings of “Holmes
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the Baker Street Irregulars. We began
our adventure Friday evening with a
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reminded me of both the historical
depth and profound influence this
music contains. After touring the
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the Sugarfire Smokehouse for some
excellent food and conversation
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the weekend.
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number of presentations built around
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and its arrival in the Rare Book and
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with a talk that came deep from the
heart of a devoted and sharing collector. I was touched by his talk and his
desire to give away something spent
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of presentations concluded with talks
by Dr. Tassy Hayden and a forensic
connection with Saint Louis; Brad
Keefauver’s thoughts on continuities
and, perhaps, the existence of parallel universes in the Canonical tales;
Don Hobbs and his life as a “maniac
collector”; and some good fun—with
audience participation—in selfdefense. Following the program, we
motored to Favazza's Italian restaurant for an excellent dinner followed
by an evening of games.
My Saint Louis weekend concluded
with a Sunday morning visit to
Washington University’s Becker Medical Library and a display of items
related to Sir Arthur, Edinburgh, and
Victorian England. Following this
most informative visit, we repaired
to The London Tea Room for a very
tasteful afternoon tea, complete with
sandwiches, scones, and other delights. My sincere thanks to conference organizers for inviting me to be
a part of a very special weekend. I
wish you all the best in your future
adventures!
I hope your summer was filled with
similar journeys, explorations, and
discoveries. Among my many turnings and wanderings this summer
I was reminded of something else:
Sherlockian friendships are the best!
Thank you for your continued
support of the Sherlock Holmes
Collections. We value your
friendship.
Timothy J. Johnson
E.W. McDiarmid Curator of the Sherlock Holmes Collections

Bill Mason followed me with a
delightful recounting of a most
famous Holmesian pun and then,
after lunch, we were treated to an

[1] An obscure and salacious 18th century tale of a wanton woman and the man who loves her. Later editions were toned down, making earlier
printings highly desirable by collectors. The book is mentioned or referenced often in the novels of others, from Dumas to Wilde to Saul Bellow.
[2] Henty, often called G.A. Henty, was not a historian at all, but a writer of boy’s stories of war, danger and adventure. Starrett was a big fan of Henty’s
books and collected them all as an adult
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Ronald Burt De Waal… Continued from Page 1
book probably was much more widely
purchased in a Bramhall House reprint
edition, which I believe retailed for $10
(against the $60 for the original). The
dust jacket of this edition, by the way,
featured a Sherlockian panel from a
stained-glass window at St. Paul’s University of Saint Thomas Library. Almost
anyone could afford the Bramhall House
version, and one Canadian scion society
gleefully monitored the further decline
in price as it moved between various
remainder tables, eventually bottoming
out at 50 cents (and that may have been
Canadian).
When we at the U. of M. Libraries began
cataloguing the Hench Collection in
1979 (which was then a manual affair
involving the typing of catalog cards)
we used De Waal’s 1974 bibliography
and later his 1980 International Sherlock
Holmes as the basis for our shelf-order
classification scheme. To my knowledge
Ron visited us at least once, in May of
1983 to further update his bibliographies. Former Norwegian Explorers
President Pj Doyle arranged a talk by
Al Rodin on May 2nd at the Hennepin
County Government Center Auditorium, and De Waal told Rodin that his
talk on “Sir Arthur Conan Doyle Physician” was the best he had ever heard.

In addition to doing research for his
bibliography (ultimately resulting in The
Universal Sherlock Holmes, first published in 1994) he was able to take in a
Minnesota Twins Baseball game or two,
later expressing envy for anyone living
near a major league ball club facility. Tim
Johnson, of course, has carried on the
tradition of updating The Universal Sherlock Holmes on the U of M’s Rare Books
and Special Collections website and love
for Twins baseball.
For years collectors and book dealers would crow, often inaccurately,
that something they had was “not in
De Waal.” It is true, though, that his
enumerative bibliography format was
not well equipped to list and distinguish
between the bibliographical variants
of the various editions of the Sherlock
Holmes tales. I thought De Waal went a
little too far in the International volume
to separately list minor variants, and
that his instincts on what was worth an
individual entry were sounder in his first
volume, the World Bibliography.
But perhaps De Waal did not get enough
credit for the numerous newspaper and
magazine articles and reviews he listed,
sometimes as a part of a main entry for
a particular book or performance. One
of these proved crucial for my research

Musings

S

in his own From the President
column, Tim has indeed been
“waving the Sherlockian flag.”
Gary has also given our readers a
few dates to mark on their calendars.

Tim Johnson has added information
about The Universal Sherlock Holmes
as well as covering his time in
St. Louis at “Holmes in the Heartland” in his Update from the
Collections. As Gary Thaden noted

Our 50 and 100 Years Ago columns
reflect on happenings also from the
Heartland, Chicago specifically. Don
Terras, Master of the Hounds of the
Baskerville (sic) gives a unique view
into the Hounds and former Master
Bob Mangler. As Don wrote so meaningfully, it’s important to remember

ummer is drawing to a close
here, and it’s been a busy
season for many. There have
been changes, such as the
passing of Ron De Waal, and I’d like
to thank Andrew Malec for writing
about him.

on Frederic Dorr Steele. De Waal listed
a letter to the editor by FDS’s son Robert
G. Steele of Monrovia, California, which
appeared in the June 29, 1975 Los
Angeles Times. Steele was commenting
on Charles Champlin’s review of Michael
Druxman’s Basil Rathbone: His Life and
Films that had appeared in the June 13th
issue. Champlin had remarked on the
close identification of the public image
of Sherlock Holmes with Rathbone.
Robert Steele explained that William
Gillette had been so identified in an
earlier generation, in no small part
due to FDS’s use of the actor’s features
as the inspiration for his own artistic
interpretation of Holmes. I was able to
find this letter in a microfilm run of the
paper at the U. of M.’s Wilson Library,
and then track down Robert’s address
in a telephone book at the same Library.
An extensive correspondence ensued,
leading to further letters exchanged with
FDS’s two daughters, Anne and Zulma
(especially the latter). Ultimately this
research and these relationships led to
several publications on FDS, the 1984
FDS Special Collections exhibit (Robert
and Zulma attended the related 1984
conference), and the donation by the
Steele children of a sizable Steele archive
to the University in 1986. I have to
wonder how much of this would have
happened had Ron De Waal not listed
that letter to the editor.
					
		
those who contributed so much
to keeping green the memory. Ray
Betzner’s fascination with all things
Vincent Starrett made him the perfect
person to reflect on Starrett’s article
in Reedy’s Mirror. My thanks to them
for these articles and to Ray for
allowing us to run a photo of his
own personal copy of the magazine.
Enclosed with this issue is our
annual renewal letter and remittance envelope. I hope that you will
continue to support the Sherlock
Holmes Collections.
Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI
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50
Y E A R S

A G O

The Sherlock Holmes Collections at
the University of Minnesota Libraries has much to offer people from all
points on the compass who research
the world’s most famous consulting
detective. But its collections are particularly rich in Sherlockian artifacts
and ephemera from Chicago. 50
years ago Vincent Starrett held court
there at a time that many Sherlockians refer to as a Holmesian “Golden
Age” in the Windy City, with a round
table of who’s who in the Sherlockian world. One of these people was
the late Robert J. Mangler, who in
1964 became Starrett’s handpicked
Master of The Hounds of the Baskerville (sic), established in 1943. Bob
was my immediate predecessor with
the Hounds and a close friend during the last 20 years of his life. In
the Minnesota collections I am (not
surprisingly) drawn to an interview
with Master Mangler that appeared
February 19, 1968 in the Chicago
Sun-Times titled “Case of the Living Sherlock Holmes,” by journalist
Jerome Wilson. For the purposes of
this column, this article can be seen
as a time stamp on a particular stage
of development in the Sherlockian
world, a period that many Sherlockian veterans (and possibly others)
would describe as “before the world
went all awry.” Bob Mangler epitomized this era and used his position
with the Hounds to influence and
promote the ideals of the time, some
of which we still adhere to and others that have changed. While there is
much valuable information intrinsic
to the artifacts in the Minnesota
collection, it is equally important to
look back at the people who nur-

tured and enriched the Sherlockian
movement. Bob Mangler was such
a person, and we learn a bit more
about him and these times through
the 1968 Sun-Times article.
Perhaps most notable is the growth
and development of the Holmesian
movement in the last 50 years. The
article mentions that, in 1968, there
were only two active scions in the
Windy City. Today, we now have (at
last count) seven along with a thriving Sherlockian community on social
media and a world class collection of
“Doyleana” gifted to The Newberry
Library by Hounds member Dr. C.
Frederick Kittle. In large part, these
changes are due to the foundation
that the Hounds built in Chicago
and, in particular, Bob Mangler, who
singlehandedly took the Hounds and
their offshoot scion, Hugo’s Companions, from the depths of a three-year
hiatus into a period where Chicago
was seen as being at a national epicenter of Sherlockian activity. Bob’s
“Chicago” irregulars (as he liked to
call them) were known far and wide
for their contribution to keeping
green the memory and introducing
others to the Holmes Canon who
continue in this tradition.
Bob was also someone who understood the need for change, even
when it came to as controversial a
topic as women membership in the
Hounds. Journalist Jerome Wilson,
addressed this issue in the Sun-Times
Mangler interview:
“Women being what they are, poor things,
some were certain to succumb to the
Holmesian mystique. But, worse luck,
some of them seem determined to join the
societies. Most irregular. ‘Never!’ Mangler
said, replying perhaps to an imaginary
female applicant to the Hounds.”
When I moved ‘up’ in the world to
become director of a historic lighthouse site operated by local government, our legal consul jokingly
remarked that it was now my job to

bring the board of commissioners
kicking and screaming into the 20th
century (at the time it was 1983).
The Holmesian community in 1968
had a similar mind set when it came
to change, and with few exceptions
the status quo restricting women
membership – even barring them
from attending meetings – prevailed.
Like most every scion society at the
time, the Hounds of the Baskerville
(sic) were active only as a men’s literary group despite the fact that Vincent Starrett had previously inducted
a women member in 1967. Starrett’s
solo initiative notwithstanding (it
was, after all, his organization), Bob
Mangler continued to echo the mainstream gender bias in the Sherlockian community, particularly among
members of the Hounds. In fact, Bob
came to be a lot softer on this issue
than most people knew and maintained a list of women that he invited
to the Hounds’ annual dinner meeting, although none were made members. In 2010, however, under my
tenure as Master of the Hounds, that
policy changed with Bob Mangler’s
full backing. This was due primarily to the simple fact that times were
different and women had contributed
tremendously to the corpus of literature and other forms of media on all
things Holmes. Bob understood the
benefits that women members could
bring to the Hounds. But the change
in the Hounds was also the result of
the untimely passing of a friend and
good Sherlockian Karen Skubish, who
had steadfastly supported the Hounds
for far too many years to ignore. Her
death acted as a catalyst and underscored the need for a policy change.
Bob could have begged off on this
controversial matter, as he was no longer directing the group, but he instead
chose to involve himself and made a
decision to help expedite the change
that departed greatly from what was
the norm in 1968, a norm that he
took great lengths to maintain, only to
ultimately change, realizing that it was
time for the group to head in a new
direction.
Continued on page 8
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Years Ago...
Continued from Page 2
table of contents for this 224 page
illustrated book includes works by
Alfred Noyes, Arthur Morrison,
Rosamund Marriott-Watson, Eden
Phillpotts, John Galsworthy, F. Anstey
and Jerome K. Jerome, to name but a
few of the contributors. Page 20 features the poem “By the North Sea” by
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is a short
poem, and there is a facsimile of the
last stanza as written by Conan Doyle.
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bottle of Courvoisier plus one fifth of
New Jersey cognac, with the note: ‘Tell
the bartender to serve the Courvoisier
first. Then by the time the Sons get to
the New Jersey cognac, they may not
spot the difference’” (250). Today,
Lellenberg says of Starr, “I’m convinced
that Julian Wolff [who took over leadership of the Baker Street Irregulars under
the title “Commissionaire” after Smith’s
untimely death in 1960] would have
retired as Commissionaire sooner than he
did if Bill Starr had not died at a somewhat early age in 1976 and had been
around in the early ’80s to take over.”

the history of the scion mentioned earlier,
Thomas Hart reports that a publication
fund was established as early as 1952
(with the princely sum of $4.00.) Hart, as
treasurer of the Publication Committee,
goes on to apologize to the membership
for “his many exhortations for funds, and
many stern admonitions against failure,
made at meetings” over the years.

The physical book is an interesting
artifact in itself, featuring quarter binding with textured morocco-colored
endpapers of the same stock as the
covers.
Leaves from The Copper Beeches was followed up by a second volume, More
Leaves from The Copper Beeches, in
1976. The Sons are still flourishing as
an active scion society; perhaps someday we will be able to look forward to
a third volume.
John Bergquist, BSI

Bob, his Irregular shilling aside, was
first and foremost a Hound, and to
say he was proud of it would be an
understatement. It can be said that he
held his office high and could be difficult to approach. At times he carried
himself in an aloof manner, particularly at meetings of the Hounds or
at other Sherlockian functions. He
was in all ways The Master of the
Hounds of the Baskerville (sic) and

8

To my knowledge the matter of authorization was never again brought up.
Finally, and perhaps most interesting
to some, are remarks in the 1968 article made about James Bond. I’m of an
age where I came upon both Holmes
and Bond almost simultaneously in
1964, albeit in different media: Doyle
through my grammar school library
and Bond by attending a double feature cinema with my parents featuring Dr. No and From Russia with Love.
I was immediately hooked on both
characters and still am today. By 1968
the popularity of Bond, as played by
Sean Connery, was at a high point,
and comparisons between the two
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From the President

famous British protagonists were not
uncommon. In the Sun-Times article,
Mangler commented that “We’re
convinced that people such as James
Bond lack Holmes’ staying power”
and that “Double-0 seven lacks his
[Holmes’s] style.” Years later, I would
sit in Bob’s kitchen while he was in
recovery from surgery and we would
discuss the merits of both. Differences in style aside, James Bond had
been around for nearly 50 years and
showed unmistakable staying power.
Along with James Bond we also
discussed Nero Wolfe, Ellery Queen,
Dupin, and others in comparison to
Holmes. There was agreement and
disagreement on observations, but
we were having fun whiling away the
hours as the sun was setting on the
life of this remarkable “Golden Age”
Sherlockian.
In all, this 1968 interview of Robert J.
Mangler gives us a brief but insightful look at the character of a man
who “Mastered” the Hounds of the
Baskerville (sic) over 36 years of this
column’s 50-year time frame, acting
as a local and national leadership
figure for the Sherlockian movement.
Yes, it is important to remember such
people.
Don Terras, BSI
For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu
Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 15G, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455
Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters,
we would appreciate being informed of changes
of address or other corrections.
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t has been said that marriages between two Sherlockians are the most permanent.
Many Sherlockians have found it easy enough to persuade a spouse to enjoy the
Sherlockian world, but when two people who already are Sherlockians marry they
will sooner or later merge their collections, as well as their lives. And there is no
custody battle, whether over the car, the house, the pets, or the children, that can possibly match the difficulty of dividing a collection that has no duplicates.
So for two Sherlockians it’s a matter only of the better, and never the worse. That certainly was true of Wayne B. Swift and Francine Morris, who were Sherlockians when
they met for the first time. Francine started her Sherlockian life in Texas, where she was
a librarian; she founded The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the
American Library Association, and
was one of the founders of The
Practical, But Limited, Geologists at
an informal luncheon in the Zodiac
Room at Nieman Marcus in Dallas.
When she moved to Washington she
quickly became a member of The
Red Circle, and was one of the ringleaders in planning the society’s fullfledged costume party at the
National Press Club.
Photo courtesy of The Sherlock
Holmes Collections

Illustration by H.W. Starr, captioned “The appeal
for the Publication Fund,” printed in Jon
Lellenberg’s Irregular Crises of the Late ’Forties
(New York, 1999)

Wayne was from Nebraska, an electrical engineer and a teacher, and an
Wayne and Francine Swift
early convert to the world of computers. When he moved to Washington he decided to take an adult-education course in
Sherlock Holmes at a local community college and soon attended his first Sherlockian
function, a running of The Silver Blaze (Southern Division) at Pimlico Race Track in
Maryland, where he and Francine quickly discovered they shared more than an interest
in Sherlock Holmes. They courted , and wed, and had many happy years together, sharing a multitude of interests, Sherlockian and otherwise.
Wayne became a member of The Baker Street Irregulars in 1978 (as “The Giant Rat of
Sumatra”). Francine became a member of The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes in
1977 (as “Hatty Doran”) and was honored by the BSI as The Woman in 1983, and
awarded her Irregular Shilling and Investiture in 1994 (as “The Wigmore Street Post
Continued on page 6
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ike many I was saddened to learn of the death of Ron De Waal on July 3, 2018
at the age of 85.

Others will have to (and I am sure will) provide a review of Ron De Waal’s professional career and many Sherlockian accomplishments. Some may recall, for example,
that Ron took over Austin McLean’s job at Colorado State University after Austin came to
the University of Minnesota. I have a few personal reminiscences but admit our correspondence was never extensive, and I made very few contributions to his bibliographies
(though I recall I did provide summaries of the essays in the Norwegian Explorers collection Cultivating Sherlock Holmes 1978).
I first heard from Ron in 1976 when
he sent me a nice letter in response
to several previous admiring missives
I had sent to him. I was writing of
course about his magnificent World
Bibliography of Sherlock Holmes and
Doctor Watson (New York Graphic
Society, 1974). He enclosed a copy of
an honorary diploma Colorado State
had granted to Mr. Sherlock Holmes,
telling me it was one of the few copies that had been signed by the CSU
president.
Certainly the publication of the World
Bibliography was a watershed in the
John Bennett Shaw, Ron De Waal and Richard Miller
lives of many Sherlockians just beginning their collecting careers at that time.
Long time Norwegian Explorer Member Steve Stilwell, Board member of the Friends of
the Sherlock Holmes Collections at the University of Minnesota, and a noted mystery
expert, recently shared with me that the World Bibliography was the second expensive
Sherlockian book he purchased (the first was a first edition of Starrett’s The Private Life of
Sherlock Holmes). In my case, being a few years younger than Steve, it was about the second most expensive Sherlockian book that I got someone else to buy for me (my mother)
for some convenient holiday. As pleasing as the slip-cased first edition was to have, the
Continued on page 6
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This issue with Watson can, over time,
be viewed as a very successful crusade
in more than just the Hounds camp.
In later years we have all seen the
cinematic Watson become a force in
his own right, with a story line profile
that departs drastically from the comic
relief portrayal of Watson played
to perfection by Nigel Bruce. This
is particularly true with Watson as
portrayed by actors David Burke and
Edward Hardwicke, and more recently
by Jude Law and Martin Freeman.

If all of this is not sufficient to establish
the legitimate standing of The Hounds,
then I suppose you will cast us out into
exterior darkness. Do you want to cast
out Starrett, J. Finley Christ, Dr. Zeisler,
Orlando Park, Matt Fairlie, John Bennett Shaw, Bill Goodrich, John Nieminski, Bob Hahn, Ely Liebow, Michael
Harrison, Michael Hardwick, August
Derleth, etc. etc.? (There is a fortune
in shillings in that bunch) I’m sure the
matter can be resolved. If not, then avoid
the moors when the powers of darkness
are exalted.

C

C o n t e n t s
Francine and Wayne Swift

In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

carried the torch that Vincent Starrett
entrusted to him. When Tom Stix,
then Wiggins (leader) of The Baker
Street Irregulars, sent a letter to Bob
requesting that he submit a copy of
written authorization from the BSI
to start a scion (i.e. The Hounds)
he was perturbed. In sending the
letter, Stix overlooked Starrett, Bob’s
position and authority, and the fact
that the Hounds were formed before
there was authorized “scion” history,
they were referred to as The Chicago
Chapter of the Baker Street Irregulars.
Bob’s reply to Mr. Stix was wellbalanced, even tempered, and classic
Mangler. He began by citing examples
of the Hounds’ recognition by BSI
and Sherlockian luminaries of the
past and finished with. . .

DS

Sherlock Holmes
By Peter E. Blau, ASH, BSI

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was partially financed by contributions from
members of the Sons, who are listed in
the acknowledgments. In his memoir of
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This Sun-Times article also showed
Bob’s penchant for playing the game,
something that in the world of Sherlockiana has changed little, if any,
over the last fifty years. Discussing
Holmes in the present tense during the
Sun-Times interview, Jerome Wilson
abruptly interrupted Bob. . . “You
don’t really believe Holmes is alive.”
“Of course he is,” Mangler retorted. “If
anyone that prominent had died, we
would have seen his obituary, right?
And we haven’t seen it.” Speaking on
Doyle, Mangler states . . . “Let’s put
him in his proper perspective. Actually, he was nothing but Dr. Watson’s
literary agent. Watson . . . had written
the true accounts of Holmes’s cases,
but didn’t want them published under
his own name. So he went to Doyle.”
Watson himself, Mangler acknowledges, “suffers by comparison with
Holmes. One of the minor crusades of
the Irregulars is to reverse the downgrading of Watson as a bumbler. He
wasn’t. He made mistakes, true, but he
had a good mind and was a battlefield
surgeon.”
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