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Contents Ronald Burt De Waal

by Andrew Malec, BSI

Ronald Burt De Waal : ike many I was saddened to learn of the death of Ron De Waal on July 3, 2018
1 at the age of 85.
Others will have to (and T am sure will) provide a review of Ron De Waal’s pro-
. fessional career and many Sherlockian accomplishments. Some may recall, for example,
100 Years Ago : that Ron took over Austin McLean’s job at Colorado State University after Austin came to
2 : the University of Minnesota. | have a few personal reminiscences but admit our corre-
: spondence was never extensive, and I made very few contributions to his bibliographies
(though T recall I did provide summaries of the essays in the Norwegian Explorers collec-
tion Cultivating Sherlock Holmes 1978).
50 Years Ago [ first heard from Ron in 1976 when b, BEPSGS
. he sent me anice letter in response v
3 : toseveral previous admiring missives MOR lARTY
I had sent to him. I was writing of vV
course about his magnificent World ILLAGE LIMIT
’ . Bibliography of Sherlock Holmes and
From the President : Doctor Watson (New York Graphic
4 : Society, 1974). He enclosed a copy of
: an honorary diploma Colorado State
had granted to Mr. Sherlock Holmes,
telling me it was one of the few cop-
ies that had been signed by the CSU
An Update from president.
the Collections :
5 Certainly the publication of the World 3 ”

Bibliography was a watershed in the
lives of many Sherlockians just begin-
: ning their collecting careers at that time.
Musings Long time Norwegian Explorer Member Steve Stilwell, Board member of the Friends of
6 - the Sherlock Holmes Collections at the University of Minnesota, and a noted mystery
: expert, recently shared with me that the World Bibliography was the second expensive
Sherlockian book he purchased (the first was a first edition of Starrett’s The Private Life of
Sherlock Holmes). In my case, being a few years younger than Steve, it was about the sec-
ond most expensive Sherlockian book that I got someone else to buy for me (my mother)
for some convenient holiday. As pleasing as the slip-cased first edition was to have, the

John Bennett Shaw, Ron De Waal and Richard Miller

The Universal Sherlock
Holmes

7 Continued on page 6
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YEARS AGO

The Sherlock Holmes Collections at
the University of Minnesota Librar-
ies has much to offer people from all
points on the compass who research
the world’s most famous consulting
detective. But its collections are par-
ticularly rich in Sherlockian artifacts
and ephemera from Chicago. 50
years ago Vincent Starrett held court
there at a time that many Sherlock-
ians refer to as a Holmesian “Golden
Age” in the Windy City, with a round
table of who’s who in the Sherlock-
ian world. One of these people was
the late Robert J. Mangler, who in
1964 became Starrett’s handpicked
Master of The Hounds of the Basker-
ville (sic), established in 1943. Bob
was my immediate predecessor with
the Hounds and a close friend dur-
ing the last 20 years of his life. In
the Minnesota collections I am (not
surprisingly) drawn to an interview
with Master Mangler that appeared
February 19, 1968 in the Chicago
Sun-Times titled “Case of the Liv-
ing Sherlock Holmes,” by journalist
Jerome Wilson. For the purposes of
this column, this article can be seen
as a time stamp on a particular stage
of development in the Sherlockian
world, a period that many Sherlock-
ian veterans (and possibly others)
would describe as “before the world
went all awry.” Bob Mangler epito-
mized this era and used his position
with the Hounds to influence and
promote the ideals of the time, some
of which we still adhere to and oth-
ers that have changed. While there is
much valuable information intrinsic
to the artifacts in the Minnesota
collection, it is equally important to
look back at the people who nur-

tured and enriched the Sherlockian
movement. Bob Mangler was such
a person, and we learn a bit more
about him and these times through
the 1968 Sun-Times article.

Perhaps most notable is the growth
and development of the Holmesian
movement in the last 50 years. The
article mentions that, in 1968, there
were only two active scions in the
Windy City. Today, we now have (at
last count) seven along with a thriv-
ing Sherlockian community on social
media and a world class collection of
“Doyleana” gifted to The Newberry
Library by Hounds member Dr. C.
Frederick Kittle. In large part, these
changes are due to the foundation
that the Hounds built in Chicago
and, in particular, Bob Mangler, who
singlehandedly took the Hounds and
their offshoot scion, Hugos Compan-
ions, from the depths of a three-year
hiatus into a period where Chicago
was seen as being at a national epi-
center of Sherlockian activity. Bob’s
“Chicago” irregulars (as he liked to
call them) were known far and wide
for their contribution to keeping
green the memory and introducing
others to the Holmes Canon who
continue in this tradition.

Bob was also someone who under-
stood the need for change, even
when it came to as controversial a
topic as women membership in the
Hounds. Journalist Jerome Wilson,
addressed this issue in the Sun-Times
Mangler interview:

“Women being what they are, poor things,
some were certain to succumb to the
Holmesian mystique. But, worse luck,
some of them seem determined to join the
societies. Most irregular. ‘Never!” Mangler
said, replying perhaps to an imaginary
female applicant to the Hounds.”

When I moved ‘up’ in the world to
become director of a historic light-
house site operated by local gov-
ernment, our legal consul jokingly
remarked that it was now my job to

bring the board of commissioners
kicking and screaming into the 20th
century (at the time it was 1983).
The Holmesian community in 1968
had a similar mind set when it came
to change, and with few exceptions
the status quo restricting women
membership — even barring them
from attending meetings — prevailed.
Like most every scion society at the
time, the Hounds of the Baskerville
(sic) were active only as a men’s liter-
ary group despite the fact that Vin-
cent Starrett had previously inducted
a women member in 1967. Starrett’s
solo initiative notwithstanding (it
was, after all, his organization), Bob
Mangler continued to echo the main-
stream gender bias in the Sherlock-
ian community, particularly among
members of the Hounds. In fact, Bob
came to be a lot softer on this issue
than most people knew and main-
tained a list of women that he invited
to the Hounds’ annual dinner meet-
ing, although none were made mem-
bers. In 2010, however, under my
tenure as Master of the Hounds, that
policy changed with Bob Manglers
full backing. This was due primar-

ily to the simple fact that times were
different and women had contributed
tremendously to the corpus of litera-
ture and other forms of media on all
things Holmes. Bob understood the
benefits that women members could
bring to the Hounds. But the change
in the Hounds was also the result of
the untimely passing of a friend and
good Sherlockian Karen Skubish, who
had steadfastly supported the Hounds
for far too many years to ignore. Her
death acted as a catalyst and under-
scored the need for a policy change.
Bob could have begged off on this
controversial matter, as he was no lon-
ger directing the group, but he instead
chose to involve himself and made a
decision to help expedite the change
that departed greatly from what was
the norm in 1968, a norm that he
took great lengths to maintain, only to
ultimately change, realizing that it was
time for the group to head in a new
direction.

Continued on page 8
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From the President

t has been a time of preparation:
this year’s Friends Annual meet-
ing, next year’s Conference, and
promotion of the collections.

The Friends of the Sherlock Holmes
Collections 2018 Annual meeting
will be held at the Elmer L. Ander-
sen Library on the University of
Minnesota West Bank on the evening
of Tuesday, October 23, 2018. More
information will be forthcoming.

As a reminder, the new Maxine
Houghton Wallin Special Collections
Research Center on the ground floor
of Andersen Library is now open and
is worth a visit.

After the rave reviews from two years
ago, the Friends of the Sherlock
Holmes Collections, the Univer-

sity of Minnesota Libraries, and the
Norwegian Explorers of Minnesota
(the Minnesota Sherlockian Trio)
will be sponsoring the “Dark Places,
Wicked Companions, and Strange
Experiences” Conference next year
on August 9-11, 2019 with a pre-
conference reception on August 8th.
Friday morning will be reserved for
visiting the accompanying exhibit
at the Andersen Library which will
include appropriate items from the
Collections. The Conference will be
held at the Graduate Hotel (formally
the Commons Hotel and site of our
last conference). Hotel and registra-
tion information will be available
soon. Not to be missed.

Tim Johnson, our E.-W. McDiarmid
Curator of the Sherlock Holmes

100 Years AgO . . Continued from Page 2

And then this:

"He is the transcendental detective par
excellence; an authentic figure in the
worlds literature; a genuine and artistic
creation.” How does Starrett hope
Holmes will live on beyond his

“last bow™?

He goes on to list the stories alluded to
by Dr. Watson. “These, at least, I sub-
mit, it is unfair to name, if we are not to
have the delight of reading them.” (The
list of unwritten adventures would find
their way, in an expanded form, into

a chapter of The Private Life of Sherlock
Holmes some 15 years later.)

It is clear from the essay that Starrett
had already amassed a goodly collection
of Holmes, but he was also completely
dissatisfied. “As a book lover, and a col-
lector, T am eager to collect the works

of Mr. Sherlock Holmes. In my library,

beside the de luxe Manon Lescaut ! and
the historical writings of George Alfred
Henty; T want to place those little bro-
chures on crime to which Holmes refers
so carelessly, yet so often."

He then makes a nice little list of the
trifling monographs and books Holmes
has written on footprints, tobacco ashes
and such. And then, with an audible
sigh, Starrett resigns himself to the
inevitable.

"Let us hope there will be more, some
day; but, if not, let us be grateful that we
have had as many as we have, and that
Sherlock Holmes is 'still alive and well,
though somewhat crippled by occa-
sional attacks of rheumatism.""

We know now that there were other
Holmes stories to come, collected into
The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes. More

Collections, has been traveling the
United States waving the Minnesota
Sherlockian flag. See Tim’s column in
this issue.

With this issue we're enclosing a
renewal letter as well as a remittance
envelope. We are very proud of this
newsletter and your support enables
us to produce it quarterly. In looking
toward the future, we are considering
the possibility of giving our read-

ers the option of receiving either a
printed or electronic version. As we
continue to explore this, we are open
to your comments.

As you can see, we are excited and
passionate about the Collections and
look forward to sharing them with
the Sherlockian world. &~

Gary Thaden

importantly, we also know that the ideas
Starrett explored for the first time here
eventually became the basis for his most
enduring work and the first American
book dedicated to the Baker Street
detective, The Private Life of Sherlock
Holmes.

And it all started here, in the pages of
Reedy’s Mirror. Tt took me years of hunt-
ing paper and book dealers to find a
copy of Reedy’s Mirror and see the article
as it was first published. For those who
don't want to spend endless hours hunt-
ing the web for a copy of Reedy’, you
are in luck: The Collections has John
Bennett Shaw’ copy of the article in its
archives.

So what are you waiting for? Quick, like
a bunny, get to the Collections and see it
for yourself! @~

Ray Betzner, BSI

[1] An obscure and salacious 18th century tale of a wanton woman and the man who loves her. Later editions were toned down, making earlier
printings highly desirable by collectors. The book is mentioned or referenced often in the novels of others, from Dumas to Wilde to Saul Bellow.

[2] Henty, often called G.A. Henty, was not a historian at all, but a writer of boy’s stories of war, danger and adventure. Starrett was a big fan of Henty’s

books and collected them all as an adult
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An Update from the Collections

tis a truism: time flies when

you're having fun. This summer

is no exception. Having settled

into our new digs in the Wallin
Center, we've turned our attention to
those things that continue to make
the Sherlock Holmes Collections a
very lively place.

Recently, we welcomed forty-five
people on a Friday night for an in-
troduction to the world of Sherlock
Holmes and a tour of the Andersen
Library caverns. This was our latest
adventure with the good folks at
the Twin Cities Museum Meetup, “a
group of fun and interesting people
who share a common interest in all
kinds of creative and visual arts as
well as architecture, science and his-
tory.” By our count, this is now the
fifth Meetup group we've welcomed
to Andersen Library. Every session
we offer for this group sells out,
with a substantial number on their
waitlist. By the time we read this, a
sixth Meetup group—already sold
out—will have seen some of the
wonders from the Sherlock Holmes
Collections, heard how the Collec-
tions came to be, and get a sense

of what continues to energize our
efforts. Museum Meetup is a very
pleasant group, and we look forward
to further adventures together.

Meanwhile, in the home of great bar-
becue and music, it was my honor
and pleasure to be the keynote
speaker for the first of what T hope
will be many gatherings of “Holmes
in the Heartland,” a very successful
weekend conference organized by
members and friends of the Parallel
Case of St. Louis, a scion society of
the Baker Street Irregulars. We began
our adventure Friday evening with a
visit to the National Blues Museum
in downtown St. Louis.

I confess to having a love, if not in-
timate knowledge, of the Blues; it is
a music that speaks from and to the
soul. A stroll through the museum
reminded me of both the historical
depth and profound influence this
music contains. After touring the
museum, we wandered next door to
the Sugarfire Smokehouse for some
excellent food and conversation
where I enjoyed meeting some new
friends and reuniting with others.
Later that evening, I participated in
a podcast produced by our energetic
and informative friend from Peoria,
Brad Keefauver. It was a great start to
the weekend.

On Saturday morning we gath-

ered in the Carnegie Room at the

St. Louis Public Library to hear a
number of presentations built around
the conference theme, “A Curious
Collection.” After a welcome and
introduction by Rob Nunn, we dove
into the day. Mary Schroeder offered
some background on the St. Louis
Sherlockian Research Collection

and its arrival in the Rare Book and
Manuscript Room of the library. Wil-
liam Cochran continued the morning
with a talk that came deep from the
heart of a devoted and sharing collec-
tor. I was touched by his talk and his
desire to give away something spent
through a lifetime of collecting. In
many ways Bill set the table for my
talk, which followed next. I've posted
the text of my address on my blog,
“Special & Rare on a Stick,” should
you wish to read it. I am pleased that
the Collections might play some role,
however small, in supporting our
friends in the Heartland.

Bill Mason followed me with a
delightful recounting of a most
famous Holmesian pun and then,
after lunch, we were treated to an

appearance by Mark Twain. Our day
of presentations concluded with talks
by Dr. Tassy Hayden and a forensic
connection with Saint Louis; Brad
Keefauver’s thoughts on continuities
and, perhaps, the existence of paral-
lel universes in the Canonical tales;
Don Hobbs and his life as a “maniac
collector”; and some good fun—with
audience participation—in self-
defense. Following the program, we
motored to Favazza's Italian restau-
rant for an excellent dinner followed
by an evening of games.

My Saint Louis weekend concluded
with a Sunday morning visit to
Washington University’s Becker Med-
ical Library and a display of items
related to Sir Arthur, Edinburgh, and
Victorian England. Following this
most informative visit, we repaired
to The London Tea Room for a very
tasteful afternoon tea, complete with
sandwiches, scones, and other de-
lights. My sincere thanks to confer-
ence organizers for inviting me to be
a part of a very special weekend. 1
wish you all the best in your future
adventures!

I hope your summer was filled with
similar journeys, explorations, and
discoveries. Among my many turn-
ings and wanderings this summer

[ was reminded of something else:
Sherlockian friendships are the best!
Thank you for your continued
support of the Sherlock Holmes
Collections. We value your
friendship. &~

Timothy J. Johnson
E.W. McDiarmid Curator of the Sher-
lock Holmes Collections
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Ronald Burt De Waal... coninuea from Page 1

book probably was much more widely
purchased in a Bramhall House reprint
edition, which I believe retailed for $10
(against the $60 for the original). The
dust jacket of this edition, by the way,
featured a Sherlockian panel from a
stained-glass window at St. Pauls Uni-
versity of Saint Thomas Library. Almost
anyone could afford the Bramhall House
version, and one Canadian scion society
gleefully monitored the further decline
in price as it moved between various
remainder tables, eventually bottoming
out at 50 cents (and that may have been
Canadian).

When we at the U. of M. Libraries began
cataloguing the Hench Collection in
1979 (which was then a manual affair
involving the typing of catalog cards)
we used De Waals 1974 bibliography
and later his 1980 International Sherlock
Holmes as the basis for our shelf-order
classification scheme. To my knowledge
Ron visited us at least once, in May of
1983 to further update his bibliogra-
phies. Former Norwegian Explorers
President Pj Doyle arranged a talk by

Al Rodin on May 2nd at the Hennepin
County Government Center Audito-
rium, and De Waal told Rodin that his
talk on “Sir Arthur Conan Doyle Physi-
cian” was the best he had ever heard.

Musings

ummer is drawing to a close

here, and it’s been a busy

season for many. There have

been changes, such as the
passing of Ron De Waal, and I'd like
to thank Andrew Malec for writing
about him.

Tim Johnson has added information
about The Universal Sherlock Holmes
as well as covering his time in

St. Louis at “Holmes in the Heart-
land” in his Update from the
Collections. As Gary Thaden noted

In addition to doing research for his
bibliography (ultimately resulting in The
Universal Sherlock Holmes, first pub-
lished in 1994) he was able to take in a
Minnesota Twins Baseball game or two,
later expressing envy for anyone living
near a major league ball club facility. Tim
Johnson, of course, has carried on the
tradition of updating The Universal Sher-
lock Holmes on the U of M’s Rare Books
and Special Collections website and love
for Twins baseball.

For years collectors and book deal-

ers would crow, often inaccurately,

that something they had was “not in

De Waal.” It is true, though, that his
enumerative bibliography format was
not well equipped to list and distinguish
between the bibliographical variants

of the various editions of the Sherlock
Holmes tales. I thought De Waal went a
little too far in the International volume
to separately list minor variants, and
that his instincts on what was worth an
individual entry were sounder in his first
volume, the World Bibliography.

But perhaps De Waal did not get enough
credit for the numerous newspaper and
magazine articles and reviews he listed,
sometimes as a part of a main entry for

a particular book or performance. One
of these proved crucial for my research

in his own From the President
column, Tim has indeed been
“waving the Sherlockian flag.”

Gary has also given our readers a
few dates to mark on their calendars.

Our 50 and 100 Years Ago columns
reflect on happenings also from the
Heartland, Chicago specifically. Don
Terras, Master of the Hounds of the
Baskerville (sic) gives a unique view
into the Hounds and former Master
Bob Mangler. As Don wrote so mean-
ingfully, it’s important to remember

6 2 Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections

on Frederic Dorr Steele. De Waal listed
a letter to the editor by FDS5 son Robert
G. Steele of Monrovia, California, which
appeared in the June 29, 1975 Los
Angeles Times. Steele was commenting
on Charles Champlin’ review of Michael
Druxman’ Basil Rathbone: His Life and
Films that had appeared in the June 13th
issue. Champlin had remarked on the
close identification of the public image
of Sherlock Holmes with Rathbone.
Robert Steele explained that William
Gillette had been so identified in an
earlier generation, in no small part

due to FDS’s use of the actor’s features

as the inspiration for his own artistic
interpretation of Holmes. I was able to
find this letter in a microfilm run of the
paper at the U. of M.s Wilson Library,
and then track down Robert’s address

in a telephone book at the same Library.
An extensive correspondence ensued,
leading to further letters exchanged with
FDSs two daughters, Anne and Zulma
(especially the latter). Ultimately this
research and these relationships led to
several publications on FDS, the 1984
FDS Special Collections exhibit (Robert
and Zulma attended the related 1984
conference), and the donation by the
Steele children of a sizable Steele archive
to the University in 1986. I have to
wonder how much of this would have
happened had Ron De Waal not listed
that letter to the editor.

those who contributed so much

to keeping green the memory. Ray
Betzner’s fascination with all things
Vincent Starrett made him the perfect
person to reflect on Starrett’s article
in Reedy’s Mirror. My thanks to them
for these articles and to Ray for
allowing us to run a photo of his
own personal copy of the magazine.

Enclosed with this issue is our
annual renewal letter and remit-
tance envelope. I hope that you will
continue to support the Sherlock
Holmes Collections. &~

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI



The Universal Sherlock Holmes

One of the first names made known
to me in the Sherlockian universe,
after my arrival in Minnesota, was
that of Ronald Burt De Waal. It was
a good name to know. A prede-
cessor in Special Collections and
Rare Books, Assistant Curator John
Jensen, worked closely with Ron

in producing bibliographic entries
for what would ultimately become
The Universal Sherlock Holmes, the
massive, multi-volume Holmesian
bibliography that became a capstone
of De Waal’s career. As De Waal and
editor/publisher George Vanderburgh
noted in the early pages of the bibli-
ography, John Jensen entered mas-
sive amounts of information in what
would become Parts I and II of the
final work.

By the time I arrived on the scene,

De Waal's Universal was well-known
and much used among Sherlockian
bibliophiles. The same could be said
of his earlier works, The World Bibliog-
raphy of Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson
(1974) and The International Sher-

lock Holmes (1980). Partial evidence
for this is found in a well-worn and
heavily annotated copy of The World
once belonging to E-W. McDiarmid.
There is little doubt that “Mac” wore
his copy out in the process of noting
holdings (and desiderata) for the newly
established collection at Minnesota, a
year coincident with the appearance of
De Waals first bibliography.

During a meeting held in conjunc-
tion with the Norwegian Explorers’
celebration of their fiftieth anniver-
sary in 1998, there was a discussion
held about the possibility of convert-
ing De Waal’s bibliography into an
electronic format compatible with
the World Wide Web and accessible
via the Internet. With permission of
copyright holders De Waal and Van-
derburgh, I began work on making
this a reality. George was very clear
that the online version mounted by
the University of Minnesota Libraries
should be seen “as a reference tool

for those interested in the Sherlock
Holmes Collections at the University
of Minnesota” and that it was not a
substitute for the print or electronic
versions of the bibliography still
available for sale. It was further un-
derstood that this web version would
be “annotated with the holdings of
the Sherlock Holmes Collections at
the University of Minnesota in the
near future.” It is the second part of
this dream that remains to be realized.

In some fashion, online databases
and discovery tools created by the
University Libraries—main catalog,
digital repository (UMedia Archive),
and archival collection guides (Ar-
chivesSpace)—made annotating The
Universal redundant. Technological
enhancements to these discovery
tools and databases over time made
this possible. The main Libraries cata-
log, where one usually searches for
books or periodicals, notes De Waal
bibliography numbers wherever pos-
sible. The UMedia Archive, where
one searches for images, video, sound
files, or digitized texts, also incor-
porates De Waal numbers into the
description of each item, if available.
Our database of archival finding aids,
or guides to collections, also lists

De Waal numbers when appropriate.
So in some sense, information record-
ed in The Universal migrated to newer
databases created as part of our regu-
lar workflow. We now regularly direct
researchers to the online catalog,
UMedia Archive, or ArchivesSpace to
find materials originally documented
by De Waal.

Still, The Universal Sherlock Holmes
bibliography stands as lasting testa-
ment to Ron De Waal and remains a
useful research and collecting tool.

It continues to guide much of what
we do. De Waal’s work speaks to the
ongoing effort by librarians in making
Sherlockian material discoverable and
accessible. Not only am I reminded of
John Jensen’s initial work in making
the bibliography possible, T also recall
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that The Universal was published by
the Metropolitan Toronto Library
under the good graces of curator
Cameron Hollyer, assisted by Janice
McNabb. Finally, there is that won-
derful web of history and personal
pilgrimage that brings De Waal,
Toronto, and Minnesota together
when we remember that Ron De Waal
began work on his bibliography
shortly after accepting the library
position at Colorado State Univer-
sity, an opening that occurred when
Austin McLean left Fort Collins to
become curator at the University of
Minnesota. De Waal’s monumental
work reminds us of those friendships
and our ongoing cooperative
endeavors. &~

Timothy J. Johnson
E.W. McDiarmid Curator of the
Sherlock Holmes Collections
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