
\ 

MINNESOTA EXTENSION SERVICE 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

MARLYS MCGUIRE 
ST• PAUL CAMPUS 

L I8RARY 
ST• PAUL CAMPUS 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNEiOT._ 

DOCUMENTS 

OCT SG 1989 

ST PAut CAM~S LIB!'IA~IES 

EXTEN@W&TITI@~§ 
VOL. 10, N 0. 5 0 C T O B E R 198 9 FOR ALL OF EXTENSION 

80-Vear history proves extension can be 
multi-generational family tradition 

(Editor's note: In this anniver
sary year for Minnesota 
extension, we were interested in 
the family tradition of extension 
involvement as well as the 
formal written history of our or
ganization. Many of you re
sponded to our survey about 
relatives who are, or were, 
extension employees either in 
this state or elsewhere. We, 
thank you for your input an'tl 
apologize to anyone we may 
have missed in compiling our 
findings from the surveys 
returned to us. Special thanks, 
also, to Janet Macy who 
suggested the story idea and re
searched her own family history 
for inclusion in the article.) 

It may have begun with a part
time job during college, or 
smnmers, or kin in extension. 
Maybe it was exposure to 4-H. 
No matter how it happened, one 
good extension experience 
begot another and extension 
became a family tradition for 
many in the organization. 

One person responded to our 
survey about family legacies of 
extension work in these words: 
"Because my family was an ex
tension family long before I 
was born, I don't know about 
life without the Minnesota 
Extension Service." 

Some family connections with 
, extension predate the Smith-

Lever Act in 1914 which 
celebrates its 75th anniversary 
this year nationally at the same 
time that Minnesota notes its 
80th year. 

Alphabetically, here's what you 
told or wrote us when we 
requested extension "family 
tree" information from you. 

James L. Anderson, soil 
extension, grew up knowing 
about extension from his father, 
Leonard, who was with the 
University of Wisconsin 
extension from 1952 until his 
death in 1981. He had been an 
agricultural agent in Lacrosse 
and Monroe counties, a 
resource development agent and 
then an area agent. 

Shirley Anderson, Lyon 
County, and Curtis Overdahl, 
extension agronomist 26 years 
(retired) are kin: he's her 
father's first cousin. 

Dale Baker, Sea Grant since 
1975 in Minnesota and before 
that at Cornell, has parents who 
met through extension when 
she, Jacoba, was a home 
economist in New York state 
and he, Robert, was a poultry 
specialist. He retired in July 
1989 at Cornell where he had 
headed the poultry science 
department. 

Melvin J. Baughman, forestry 

Is it the air in Houston County? 
Extension claims many from 
that area Is there an affinity for 
extension in Houston 
Countians? 

Carol Ann Burtness, from 
Houston originally and now in 
extension in Todd County, 
suggests it's so in this historic 
year. Perhaps this would hold 
true in more than one Minne
sota county, but the statistics 
from that southeastern Minne
sota area are impressive. 

She points to eight colleagues 
who "originated" from Houston 
and now have these current 
statuses: Janet Beyer, Winona 
County; Fred Bergsrud, campus 
based in agricultural engineer
ing; Diane Damerow, Waseca 
County; Cindy Feil, Faribault 
County; Harlan Johnsrud, 

Mower County; Bob Leary, 
retiree from LeSueur County; 
Phyllis Onstad, Winona 
County; and Karen Thompson, 
Pope County. 

And eight more who have 
worked in Houston County and 
"have stuck with it;" as Carol 
Ann puts it, "in the Extension 
'world"': Julia Bartlett, Henne
pin (retired); Dick Brand, Todd 
County (retired); Jan Zielke 
Flack, former specialist in 
Educational Development 
System; Naomi Fruechte, 
Houston County; Wayne 
Hanson, (retired administrator); 
Francis Januschka, Stearns 
County; Russ Krech, Houston 
County; and Eric Vogel, 
Houston County. • 

- Marv Kav O'Hea n 
.J 
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Extenovatlons photo by Don Breneman 

Cousins Chuck Schwartau, Wabasha County, and Marian Glew, former Wabasha County extension employee, 
hold the historic sign Chuck found when replacing a pumphouse roof on his farm In Wabasha County. It reads: 
University of Minnesota Demonstration Tract on Farm of R.D. Schwartau For Information write to Division of Soils, 
Univ. Farm St. Paul or Ask County Agrlc. Agent. R.D. Schwartau is Chuck's grandfather and the demonstration 
tract from the 1920s was for alfalfa liming. Chuck operates the same farm his grandfather did. 

specialist, and his wife, Sue 
Spalding, met when both 
worked for extension at Kansas 
State University in the same 
area office at Chanute, Kansas. 
Before K State, she had worked 
for extension at Watertown, 
New York. Mel worked at 
Pennsylvania State University 
after Kansas and before coming 
to Minnesota. 

Janet Benson, on study lel\ve 
from Cottonwood County, says, 
"My in-laws, Howard and 
Helen Benson of Okabena, can 
claim a 100% score on their 
children's involvement in 
Extension!" Son, Fred (Janet's 
husband) a fonner 4-H'er, is a 
part-time ag fellow for Jackson, 
Martin and Cottonwood 
counties and daughter, Margaret 
(Janet's sister-in-law), is the 
sheep specialist at Michigan 
State University. Fred 
"prompted me to apply" for an 
extension home economics 
position, says Janet. 

Cindy Bigger, Benton County, 
has eight years in extension and 
is following in the tradition of 
her father, Samuel L., who 
retired in 1988 at West Polk 
County after 25 plus years. He 
now works part-time for the 
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Photo courtesy of Connie Lewis 

Four-month-old Kelsey Jean Peterson repr~ents the fifth generation of 4-
H extension Mwalting to happen" In the famlly of Jim Lewis, Minnesota 4-
H Foundation, pictured here with his niece. Kelsey Is the daughter of 
Connie Lewis and Ken Peterson. Connie's extension career was In Ram
sey County, Minnesota, and Racine County, Wisconsin. 
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Home Economics aging programs follow trends 
toward 'graying' of Minnesota population 
At one point the group looked 
more like a collection of 
surgeons or welders than home 
economists. People were sitting 
at tables wearing green rubber 
gloves and plastic goggles with 
yellow film taped over the lens. 
Simple tasks such as threading 
a needle and completing a 
crossword puzzle had become 
major obstacles. Other people 
looked on trying to offer words 
of encouragement. 

This simulation has taken place 
in several areas of the state 
where extension home econo
mists are trying to experience a 
bit of what it's like to grow old. 

"Handicaps" like the yellow
tinted glasses and the rubber 
gloves give participants some 
idea of the loss of color percep
tion and muscular coordination 
that many elderly experience, 
according to Shirley Anderson, 
acting program leader in home 
economics extension. 

The people watching are the 
"helpers" and they experience 
their own frustrations in trying 
to let the "elderly" maintain 
their independence. Leaming 
experiences like this are a part 
of the Minnesota Extension 
Home Economics' "Aging In 
Minnesota" statewide program 
which is targeted to our older 
population, as well as their 
families and caregivers. 

The intensity of home econom
ics programming in aging 
reflects the importance that this 
segment of our population is 
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Experiment Station at Crook
ston. 

Director Pat Borich's nephew, 
Timothy, is with extension at 
Ames.Iowa. 

Linda Salmela Bradley, cur
rently Ramsey County and 
before that 12 years in St. Louis 
County, has her mother, Vi 
Salmela, and a cousin, Theron 
(Terry) Salmela as recent 
extension colleagues. Her 
mother was secretary at the 
Wadena County office and 
retired about two years ago. 
Terry is an agricultural agent at 
Kanabec County. Linda's 
father, Ben, (now deceased) 
was a geneticist in animal 
husbandry at Grand Rapids. 

Extension introduced Don 
Breneman, EDS, and Nancy 
Lauck, then secretary in what 
was both extension and the 
department of information and 
agricultural journalism. They 
married in 1972. 

Pholo counesy of Murray County Extension 

Several southwestern Minnesota counties sponsored programs including 
simulations of some of the effects of aging. Here a woman attempts to 
thread a needle with rubber gloves on to give her an idea of the loss of 
sensitivity in the hands that can accompany aging. The participants also 
wore tinted glasses to simulate some visual problems associated with 
aging. 

having in .Minnesota. In 1987, 
there were 29.8 million older 
people (men and women aged 
65 years or older) in the United 
States. By 2030, it is estimated 
that there will be about 66 
million. Statistics for Minne
sota data follows these national 
trends. 

Cindy Christopherson, 
Marshall County, is a niece of 
Eddie Bernhardson, Clay 
County. 

"Our family had all five of us 
working in extension at one 
time either in Minnesota or 
Florida," says Louis Courneya, 
West Polk County. Now it's 
just he and his father, Terry, 
who has 20 years in Minnesota 
and four in Florida. Louis's 
brothers, Jim and Doug, and 
sister, Mary, each was in 
extension several years. 

Joyce F. DeBoe, EDS, has a 
sister, Nancy DeBoe Beck, with 
Jefferson County (Louisville, 
Kentucky) extension. She has 
been a 4-H agent there seven 
years. 

A 4-H agent in Redwood 
County, Lori Engelken, has a 
sister, Lisa Engelken McEnany, 
who worked in Iowa 4-H in 
both Butler and Grundy 
counties until 1984. Another 

"Aging programs have always 
been going on," says Anderson, 
"but the intensity of program
ming has changed with the 
current trend in demographics. 
We are offering interdiscipli
nary programs using research 
that addresses the dynamics and 
issues of aging." Programming 

sister, Linda Engelken, is an 
agriculturalist in Benton 
County, Iowa and has been in 
extension 10 years. 

Mae Gee, Clay County exten
sion office manag~r since 1961, 
is married to Robert Gee, who 
was 4-H agent there from 1951-
1957 

4-H is how Judy Gustafson, 
Renville County, and her sister, 
Jill E. Kokkonen May, 
Hubbard County, first became 
associated with extension. 
Judy's sister-in-law is Gerald
ine Gustafson Skogen, formerly 
in Carlton and Washington 
counties and now assistant to 
the head of food science and 
nutrition at the University. Jill 
and Judy's aunt, Norma 
Kokkonen, is employed in the 
Wisconsin extension bulletin 
Room at Madison. Judy adds: 
"She's a big extension sup
porter" and has been there 10 
years. 

-KIN 
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has already begun in a number 
, of areas. Educational materials 
were developed to reach the 
"sandwich" generation (those 
family members caring for their 
own children as well as their 
aging parents), other caregivers, 
and the elderly themselves. 
Topics covered by new publica
tions include identifying quality 
in home care, financing long
term care, evaluating appliances 
and home furnishings, estate 
planning, communication with 
older famj!y systems, and 
nutritional concerns. 

In addition, state and county 
home economics faculty have 
had new training opportunities 
to strengthen their county and 
cluster programs and to 
coordinate with area resources. 
In October 1988 and February 
1989, aging inservices were 
offered for county and state 
faculty. In addition, program
ming has included two "re
search days" conducted at both 
the West Central Experiment 
Station in Morris and the South
west Experiment Station in 
Lamberton in April of this year. 
The focus of these seminars 
was the research of Dr. Pauline 
Boss of the University's Family 
Social Science Department on 
Alzheimer's Disease. 

Through a caregiver newsletter 
evaluation, cluster 9 counties 
(Wadena, Morrison, Crow 
Wing, Cass, Aitkin, and Todd) 
studied the best ways to reach 
young and middle-aged adults 
caring for dependent individu
als. They drew some conclu
sions from their evaluation: 
more women (95%) than men 
read the newsletter, the majority 
of the newsletter-readers were 
in the 51-60 age category and 
the newsletter should be 
published monthly. In Aitkin 
County, extension participated 
in a task force that helped 
develop recommendations on 
improving that county's long
term care service system. This 
plan called "Building Our 
Future" made use of a "key in
formant survey" to determine 
some of the feelings and 
attitudes of the county's older 
citizens. Through data from a 
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housing survey, the plan is 
helping communities focus on 
housing alternatives for its 
elderly. 

Three important conferences 
this fall have or will soon offer 
updates on current aging 
research for state and county 
faculty. The Minnesota Geron
tological Society sponsored a 
day-long conference in St. Paul 
on October 27 where the 
findings of a recent statewide 
study on elderly were r~leased. 

On November 1, al~o in St 
Paul, a teleconference spon
sored jointly by the Dairy 
Council of Minnesota, the 
Minnesota Extension Service, 
and the Food·and Drug Admini
stration will look at overcoming 
some of the barriers to nutrition 
and health for the older adult. 

On November 17-21, The 
Gerontological Society of 
America holds its annual 
conference in Minneapolis. 
Home economics inservice 
funds are available to support 
staff who wish to participate in 
this conference, according to 
Anderson. 

Annual conference this year 
was a good time for faculty to 
learn more about aging pro
gramming. A four-panel 
display featured highlights in 
this area. Anderson said, "We 
prepared this display to 
emphasize the importance 
extension home economics is 
placing on aging issues. As we 
near the end of this century and 
begin the next with a greater 
percentage of our population in 
the over-65 group, we want to 
make sure that we can support 
families and communities as 
they plan for an aging popula
tion." 

The display can be ordered 
from the Distribution Center, 3 
Coffey Hall, 1420 Eckles 
Avenue, St Paul, Minnesota, 
(item number HE-EX-3797), to 
supplement county aging 
programs. • 

- Pamela Barnard 
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President Nils Hasselmo tours state, meets 
county extension staffs and local people 
New University President Nils 
Hasselmo made two trips this 
summer involving time with 
county extension staff mem
bers. 

In June, he visited Douglas 
County and spent time touring 
the farm of Bernie and Brian 
Van Zomeren of Alexandria. 
He also attended a breakfast 
there, which included the staffs 
of surrounding county exten
sion offices, and appeared as a 
guest on a local radio station 
and at a service club luncheon. 

The following month he was 
the guest of Brown County ex
tension for several activities and 
media appearances in New Ulm 
and Sleepy Eye. 

These photos, taken by Univer
sity Relations photographer 
Tom Foley, show some of 
Hasselmo's travels and meet
ings with extension people 
during his first summer as Uni
versity president. a 

Barbara Muesing, executive secretary with the University's Board of Re
gents, traveled with Hasselmo on a University plane when he visited 
Douglas County. 

Gail Gilman Waldner, Brown County home economics agent on the right, 
Introduced Hasselnio to local people at the county extension office during 
a July visit to New Ulm and Sleepy Eye. Waiting in the background is 
University Regent Elton Kuderer. · 

Hasselmo visited with Pope County agents Jack Morris and Karen Th
ompson at a breakfast meeting in Alexandria in June. 

. Hasselm°. was a guest on. KN.UJ radio in New Ulm during his visit to that 
_ city. Gail Gilman Waldner accompanied Hasselino to the studio. 

Anoka County trying hard to lose its 
distinction as 'oak wilt capital' 

4-H alumnae gather at fair 
4-H alumni visiting the State Fair on this 50th anniversary year for the 4-H 
Building peppered a state map with markers to indicate where they now 
live. Among those stopping by during the fair were Daniel and Margaret 
Webster of Tamarack in Aitkin County. They estimate they have been 
coming to the fair for 50 years and have children who are also 4-H alumnae. 

Ex1enovations photos by Don Breneman 

4-H rededicates building on 50th anniversary 
Leonard Harkness, center, chairman of the Minnesota 4-H building fund 
campaign, accepted a $1,000 check from {left to right) Tyson Schwandt, 
Matt Robinson, Dag Mathiowetz and Larry Goelz, all from Franklin and 
members of the Golden Gophers 4-H Club, which raised the money to help 
renovate the 4-H Building on the Minnesota State Fairgrounds. Thousands 
of past and present 4-H members crowded the fairgrounds in September 
for the 50th anniversary of the 4-H building, which was rededicated on "4-
H Day In Minnesota," Sept. 3. 

Janette Monear, oak wilt and 
diseased tree hotline coordina
tor in Anoka County, would 
like nothing better than to see 
Anoka return to its role as unof
ficial Pumpkin Capital of the 
World. It would.be better than 
Oak Wilt Capital, a discourag
ing distinction that more than 
60,000 tree deaths have earned 
for the county. 

Tree loss has devalued property 
by as much as 25 percent in 
some parts of Anoka County 
and has accounted for more 
than 9,000 calls or inquiries to 
the Anoka County Extension 
Service where Monear works. 
Monear, plant pathologist and 
oak wilt expert Dave French, 
and county agent Harvey 
Buchite have made presenta
tions at dozens of meetings in 
the county since the problem 
became apparent. In addition, 
the Anoka County office has 
distributed more than 1,000 
copies of a publication suggest
ing replacement trees and 
shrubs for homeowners faced 
with suddenly-bare lots. 

Monear, a master gardener who 
handles 30 or more phone 
questions daily about oak wilt, 
says state and county agencies 
are working together well to 

educate the public on how to 
deal with and stop the spread of 
the disease. A meeting of more 
than 150 realtors last month 
gave French the opportunity to 
tell members of that profession 
how damaging construction and 
the installation of roads and 
power lines can be during May 
and June when oak wilt is most 
easily spread. The group also 
heard from Donald C. Willeke, 

"' a lawyer and member of the 
state Shade Tree Advisory 
Committee, who spoke about 
legal implications of tree loss 
on lots that were sold at 
premium prices for their 
abundant trees. 

Licking the Oak Wilt Capital 
distinction will take a lot of 
hard work, according to French. 
He thinks, however, that the 
oak wilt prognosis is better than 
that for Dutch elm disease. "I 
never thought we'd do more 
than slow Dutch elm," he said. 
"There is a possibility of 
eliminating oak wilt "or at least 
getting it down to 'insignifi
cant' losses. But we aren't 
there yet," French cautioned. 

Earlier this year, 4-H clubs in 
Anoka County hung oak wilt 
contest banners in the state 
capitol to alert state legislators 
to the county's problem. But it 

isn't only Anoka County's 
worry, according to Monear. 
Sherburne, Isanti and Chisago 
counties are also seeing tree 
losses and their sand plain 
conditions are similar Anoka's. 
Wherever there is new con
struction or extensive pruning 
of trees during May and June, 
the disease can make significant 
inroads. 

Buchite added, "We're fortu
nate to have an additional 
person (Monear) on our staff or 
it would be hard to pull off a 
program of this magnitude." 
He said strong support from 
county commissioners, the local 
extension committee and focal 
city and township foresters have 
helped in the Anoka effort. a 

- Deedee Nagy 



EXTENOVATIONS 
OCTOBER 1989 

Kin 
- continued from page 2 

Encouragement from her father, 
Leon C. Snyder, and next door 
neighbor, Roland Abraham, 
extension director preceding Pat 
Borich, started Erva Hance, 
Wright County agent, on an 
extension career in Todd County 
in 1971. She went to Wright 
from 1972-1975, toolc 12 years 
off and returned to Wright in 
1987. 

Catherine Huebner, Stevens 
County, grew up thinking 
extension. Her father, James F. 
Stine, is a retired district 
director in North Dakota. 

James Lewis, 4-H Foundation, 
claims "four generations of my 
family have been actively 
involved" with extension. From 
great grandparents (in Nobles 
County) who kept extension 
bulletins dating back to the early 
1900s, to grandparents who 
were 4-H volunteers, to parents, 
both 4-H members in their 
youth and then volunteers more 
than 20 years (in Rock County) 
and to his own generation of 
brothers and sisters, all Rock 4-
H members. For Jirn, it's 19 
years as an extension employee. 
"My sister, Connie, served as an 
extension agent for six years in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin." 

Karen Lilley and David 
Hansen, both EDS, came to 
Coffey Hall thanks to extension 
in 1972 from Denver and 1974 
from St Paul, respectively, and 
married in 1977. 

Janet Koska Macy totals 75 
years of extension in her family. 
This includes her father, Val · 
Kuska, her two uncles, a cousin 
and herself. Her father was one 
of the first county agents in 

Nebraska.joining March 10, 
1914 a few months before the 
Smith-Lever Act formalized 
federal involvement in exten
sion. He helped initiate the 
educational trains carrying 
information about poultry and 
timothy to Nebraskans. Janet 
writes, "When most kids played 
with Howdy Doody, Barbie or 
GI Joe, Janet played with the 
mechanical talking rooster, a 
remnant of those 'movable 
schools' that took the land 
grant colleges to the extension 
clientele in several midwestem 
states." Val Kuska attended 36 
4-H Club Congresses, em
ployed Jim Kemp (now 4-H 
Foundation development 
associate) in his first job out of 
college and fostered 4-H'ers 
like Juanita Reed-Boniface, 
Minnesota 4-H; Arley Waldo, 
extension economist; and 
Clayton Yuetter, now secretary 
of agriculture. It's 17 years 
since Kuska's death, but just 
this year came his third 
posthumous award, the Ne
braska Groundwater 
Foundation's Individual 
Achievement A ward for his 
vision in developing 
Nebraska's groundwater 
supply. 

Extension in three different 
counties, Carver, Dakota and 
Scott (currently) adds up to 
eight years for Betty McAn
drews. Her sister-in-law, 
Margaret McAndrews Eustice, 
was a Scott extension agent 
from 1970-1975. 

Three people in Karen 
Nystrom's family are associ
ated with extension. Her 
mother worked as a summer 
assistant in Mille Lacs and 
Carver counties in the 1950s 
and now is an active 4-H 

volunteer. Tim Nystrom, 
Karen's brother, is an agent in 
Stearns County while Karen is 
in Renville. 

JoEllen M.B. Park, 4-H state 
staff, is a former summer 
assistant in Ramsey arid Aitkin 
counties and former 4-H 
member in Chippewa County 
(as were brothers, Bradley, 
Steven and Kent and sister, 
Julie Bosch). Julie has returned 
to school after working with 
David Pace in the international 
4-H program. She was an IFYE 
delegate to Trinidad and 
Tobago in 1988 and is active iri 
collegiate 4-H. Kent worked 
summers in 4-H with Juanita 
Reed-Boniface. 

Blake D. Peterson, farm credit 
mediation, joined extension in 
1967 in Red Lake County and 
has served in Roseau and Blue 
Earth counties and as an area 
farm management agent in 
Mankato before coming to 
mediation in St. Paul. Daughter, 
Debra L. Peterson, is currently 
studying for a Ph.D. at Wash
ington State University and was 
an extension agent four years in 
Grant County and two years in 
West Polk County. 

Sisters Jeanette Bronczyk Pitt 
and Marilee Bronczyk have a 
total of 17 years in extension in 
Aitkin and Crow Wing coun
ties, respectively. 

Jim and Marilyn Clasen 
Rabehl met in the Pope County 
extension office in 1955 "a 
bright February day when a 
summer 4-H assistant (he) and a 
new secretary (she) were hired 
to begin work that summer," 
Marilyn writes. They married in . 
1958 and moved to St. Paul 
(after his Navy service) for Jim 

Phoco counesy of Oregon State University 

Jack Sperbeck to head ACE communications group 
Jack Sperbeck, state faculty member In EDS, has taken over the presidency of Agricultural Communicators In Edu
cation (ACE), a national professional organization for communicators within the Land-Grant System of universi
ties and the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Here Sperbeck accepts the president's gavel from retiring president 
Bonnie Rlechert of the University of Tennessee at the ACE annual meeting held In Portland, Ore., In July. ACE will 
hold Its 1990 annual meeting In Minneapolis with the Minnesota ACE chapter hosting the five-day event. About 
250 persons are expected to attend the July 15 -19 conference, which will be held at the Radisson University Hotel 
and the Earle Brown Continuing Education Center on the St. Paul campus. 

to complete college. Marilyn 
joined the Coffey Hall secretar
ial staff in the director's office. 
Now, Jim is in Crow Wing 
(after earlier extension positions 
in both Scott and Crow Wing 
counties). In 1979, Marilyn 
became a secretary for Gordon 
Stobb, area agent Two of the 
three Rabehl youngsters are 
now 4-H grads, but the young
est continues as a member. 
Marilyn has served as the club's 
organizational leader more than 
10 years and is currently 
organizing a 4-H alumni 
association in Crow Wing 
County. 

Extension is family history for 
Juanita Reed-Boniface, 4-H 
state staff. Her brother still has 
the sheep enterprise he had as a 
4-H member in Nebraska. Her 
mother was a 4-H member in 
Dixon County, Nebraska and a 
judge at county fair many years: 
both parents long-time (30 plus 
years) as 4-H leaders, all four 
children active in 4-H. Juanita's 
children, Kent and Kelly, are 4-
H alums who worked their way 
through the University in 
extension's Distribution Center, 
which was called the bulletin 

. room at that time. 

"You asked about extension as 
a family tradition," begins 
Harlan L. Rosendahl, Douglas 
County. "My mother Margaret 
(Nelson) Rosendahl was the 
first home economist in 
Marshall County from 1948-
1951. My father Harold 
Rosendahl was the county ag 
agent and exension director in 
Norman County from 1950-
1974. My sister, Laurie 
(Rosendahl) Kinnander was the 
acting 4-H agent in North St 
Louis County in 1979. She then 
served as 4-H agent in Emmett 
and Dickinson counties in Iowa 
from 1980-1983. My sister, 
Mary Rosendahl was county 
extension agent in Traverse 
County 1980-1982." 

Beth Russell, Chippewa • 
County, and her sister, Loma 
Russell Runck both have had 
extension careers: Beth in 
Clearwater and Chippewa and 
Loma in Chippewa and 
Cottonwood. Loma retired to 
become a fulltime mother and 
extension volunteer. "I'm still 
around and plan to be until I 
retire and become a fulltime 
volunteer," Beth writes. She has 
vivid recollections of attending 
home study workshops with her 
mother "long before I started 
first grade. That_ day the ladies 
were learning how to bake 
bread and I peered over the 
kitchen table top as I watched 
them mix and knead." Her 
father attended short courses in 
the early days of Brown and 
Nicollet counties extension 
work. "When my family moved 
from Nicollet County to Sibley 
County, extension went with 
them." All urree sisters were 10 
or 11 year4-H members. "Now 
all of my nieces and nephews 

are long term 4-H members 
who give credit to 4-H for 
giving them a foundation for 
their early adult successes." She 
says she knows from hearing 
similar stories from families 
with whom she works today 
"my family story of The 
Extension Tradition is not 
unique." She applauds the 
grand legacy extension has and 
is giving so many to build on. 

Charles (Chuck) Schwartau, 
Wabasha County, lives on the 
family farm where his grandfa
ther, Rudy, was the cooperator 
with extension on an alfalfa 
liming research plot in the 
1920s. Chuck's brothers, Ron 
and Bruce have both worked 
with extension. Ron is currently 
on the Murray County exten
sion committee and the cluster 
extension committee. Chuck, 
Ron and Connie Schwartau 
(Mrs. Ron), Pipestone County 
agent, are all charter state 4-H 
Ambassadors. Schwartau 
cousins, Marian Glew, St Paul; 
Katherine Matthees, Moorhead; 
are former extension employ
ees, Katherine in Otter Tail 
County from 1943-1946 and 
Marian in the 1950s in 
Wabasha, Fillmore and Ramsey 
counties. Another cousin, John 
Schwartau, Red Wing, was on 
the Institute of Agriculture 
advisory committee in the 
1970s. Carol (Mrs. Chuck) 
Schwartau was a 4-H member 
in Dakota County. Children of 
Chuck and Carol are third 
generation Schwartaus in the 
same 4-H club. Karen An
nexstad Humphrey, Dassel, a 
cousin of Marian Glew's was 
formerly in extension in what 
was then called the department 
of information and agricultural 
journalism about 1972. 

Gordon R. Schafer, northwest 
district director, preceded 
daughter, Brenda, in extension 
by nearly 20 years. She has 
three years' service in Clay 
County as.a 4-H agent. 

Toni Wayne Smith, Wabasha 
County, says, "My cousin, who 
introduced me to the Extension 
Service, was Ralph Wayne." An 
extension dairyman at the 
University many years, he is 
now retired. 

John (Jack) Sperbeck, EDS, 
began his extension career in 
Wisconsin as a 4-H agent. Two 
of his first cousins, Maurice 
Voland and Judy Voland 
Helgeland, have extension 
experience. Maurice recently 
retired as extension rural 
sociologist at North Carolina 
State University. He had also 
been in extension in Kentucky 
and a 4-H agent in Michigan. 
Judy was an extension home 
economist for about two years 
in the 1960s in Wisconsin.• 

·_ Mary Kay O'Hearn 
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