
Student Senate Consultative Committee (SSCC) 
October 12, 2018 
Minutes of the Meeting 
  
These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of, nor 
are they binding on, the senate, the administration, or the Board of Regents. 
  
[In these minutes: SSCC Updates; Debrief about Student Senate Retreat; Discussion of Docket 
for November 1, 2018 Student Senate Meeting] 
  
PRESENT: Catalina Anampa Castro (chair), Aleksander Holleran (vice chair), Kelly Wallin, 
Mckenzie Englund, Amy Ma, Ethan Johnson, Austin Evenson, Elizabeth Pascuzzi 
 
REGRETS: Sophia Vrba (ranking student representative), Beulah Momanyi 
 
ABSENT: Sierra Brown 
  
GUESTS:  None 
 
OTHERS: None 
 
Chair Catalina Anampa Castro welcomed the committee, and members introduced themselves. 
 
1. SSCC Updates - Castro asked each SSCC member to provide an update from their respective 
groups and the responses were as follows: 
 

● Castro stated that she met with as many student government organization presidents as 
she could to discuss giving the students more of a voice within the search for the new 
president of the University. She asked each student association to come up with 
prerequisites for a presidential candidate. Next week she plans to  meet with Provost 
Hanson and the chairs of the other consultative committees in the University Senate to 
discuss the upcoming pronouns policy.  

● Kelly Wallin said that the Council of Graduate Students (COGS) is doing more 
programing and activities for students. They are providing an orientation for preparing 
for winter in Minnesota, especially for international students. They are also organizing 
trips to free campus sporting events and the COGS Executive committee is meeting on 
Monday.  

● Amy Ma reported that the Minnesota Student Association (MSA) has had its first 
“committee” day and a Forum meeting with President Kaler. MSA is working on 
restructuring many roles as well as making organization documents more accessible. 

● Mckenzie Englund said that the University of Minnesota Rochester (UMR) Student 
Association had a full board meeting to discuss transcript reform.  

● Ethan Johnson reported that the University of Minnesota Crookston (UMC) Student 
Association executive cabinet held a meeting about the equity and access administrative 
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policy. He said he gave an update about the diploma and transcripts proposal from the 
previous SSCC meeting and it received a very good reception from students. 

● Austin Evenson said that the University of Minnesota Duluth (UMD) Student 
Association was working on course evaluation restructuring as well as looking into better 
advising for pre-professional students. They also held a “night walk” with Facilities 
Management to identify areas in need of better safety. Evenson further stated that he too 
brought up the diploma and transcript proposal and got a mixed reaction from students, 
about 50/50 liked or disliked the idea of having a large one time flat fee.  

 
2. Debrief about Student Senate Retreat - Castro then asked the committee to talk about their 
experiences at the Student Senate Retreat that was held on September 29, 2018. Castro thought 
that the retreat went very well. Englund said it was nice to meet everyone and to talk about 
multiple topics in person. She said that the presentation by Fernie Rodriguez was the highlight of 
the retreat. Johnson agreed and said that the retreat was much better and more relevant than the 
previous year’s event. 
 
Wallin stated that the presentation by Rodriguez was empowering and inspiring. However, she 
wished that there was a little more time for small group sessions to finish conversations from 
earlier in the day. Evenson agreed that longer or more breakout sessions would have been 
beneficial. He said it is important to talk a little bit more about system initiatives. Holleran said 
that next year it would be better to have a longer lunch for students to interact more informally.  
 
Wallin said it was useful to break up into smaller groups with senators. She gathered with PSG 
students as well as COGS students and this was really the first time those groups spent 
significant time together. These groups are otherwise usually very isolated. Englund said it was 
fine to interact with the other system campuses but personally, she would have liked to work 
more closely with Twin Cities senators. 
 
Castro said Sophia Vrba is working on a Google form so everyone can have a central place to 
work together on specific issues. Ma said the MSA breakout session was very good as it was the 
first time these people had an opportunity to work on issues, not just orientation type discussions.  
 
3. Discussion of Docket for November 1, 2018 Student Senate meeting - Castro introduced 
and gave an overview of the draft docket for the November 1, 2018, meeting of the Student 
Senate. She asked that parliamentary procedures be printed on the back of the docket. She stated 
that the deadline for submitting agenda items for approval will be October 26, 2018. Currently 
the SSCC has invited John Finnegan, chair, President's Initiative to Prevent Sexual Misconduct, 
to present to the Student Senate an update about the committee's work. Castro then asked for 
suggestions for other guest speakers for the meeting.  
 
Wallin suggested that having John Coleman, dean, College of Liberal Arts, to present an update 
on the work of the task force looking to address the renaming of certain buildings on campus, 
including Coffman Memorial Union. SSCC members agreed as long as the presentation had a 
more systematic approach and didn’t just focus on Twin Cities buildings.  
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Johnson suggested that if a resolution is presented and a faculty member is sourced or quoted, it 
would be beneficial to have that person present if possible.  
 
Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Chris Kwapick 
University Senate Office 
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