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Francine and Wayne Swift
By Peter E. Blau, ASH, BSI

Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 111, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters,
we would appreciate being informed of changes
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu

t has been said that marriages between two Sherlockians are the most permanent.
Many Sherlockians have found it easy enough to persuade a spouse to enjoy the
Sherlockian world, but when two people who already are Sherlockians marry they
will sooner or later merge their collections, as well as their lives. And there is no

custody battle, whether over the car, the house, the pets, or the children, that can possi-
bly match the difficulty of dividing a collection that has no duplicates.

So for two Sherlockians it’s a matter only of the better, and never the worse. That cer-
tainly was true of Wayne B. Swift and Francine Morris, who were Sherlockians when
they met for the first time. Francine started her Sherlockian life in Texas, where she was
a librarian; she founded The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the

American Library Association, and
was one of the founders of The
Practical, But Limited, Geologists at
an informal luncheon in the Zodiac
Room at Nieman Marcus in Dallas.
When she moved to Washington she
quickly became a member of The
Red Circle, and was one of the ring-
leaders in planning the society’s full-
fledged costume party at the
National Press Club.

Wayne was from Nebraska, an elec-
trical engineer and a teacher, and an
early convert to the world of com-

puters. When he moved to Washington he decided to take an adult-education course in
Sherlock Holmes at a local community college and soon attended his first Sherlockian
function, a running of The Silver Blaze (Southern Division) at Pimlico Race Track in
Maryland, where he and Francine quickly discovered they shared more than an interest
in Sherlock Holmes. They courted , and wed, and had many happy years together, shar-
ing a multitude of interests, Sherlockian and otherwise.

Wayne became a member of The Baker Street Irregulars in 1978 (as “The Giant Rat of
Sumatra”). Francine became a member of The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes in
1977 (as “Hatty Doran”) and was honored by the BSI as The Woman in 1983, and
awarded her Irregular Shilling and Investiture in 1994 (as “The Wigmore Street Post

Continued on page 6
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bottle of Courvoisier plus one fifth of
New Jersey cognac, with the note: ‘Tell
the bartender to serve the Courvoisier
first. Then by the time the Sons get to
the New Jersey cognac, they may not
spot the difference’” (250). Today,
Lellenberg says of Starr, “I’m convinced
that Julian Wolff [who took over leader-
ship of the Baker Street Irregulars under
the title “Commissionaire” after Smith’s
untimely death in 1960] would have
retired as Commissionaire sooner than he
did if Bill Starr had not died at a some-
what early age in 1976 and had been
around in the early ’80s to take over.”

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was par-
tially financed by contributions from
members of the Sons, who are listed in
the acknowledgments. In his memoir of

the history of the scion mentioned earlier,
Thomas Hart reports that a publication
fund was established as early as 1952
(with the princely sum of $4.00.) Hart, as
treasurer of the Publication Committee,
goes on to apologize to the membership
for “his many exhortations for funds, and
many stern admonitions against failure,
made at meetings” over the years.

Illustration by H.W. Starr, captioned “The appeal
for the Publication Fund,” printed in Jon

Lellenberg’s Irregular Crises of the Late ’Forties

(New York, 1999)

The physical book is an interesting
artifact in itself, featuring quarter bind-
ing with textured morocco-colored
endpapers of the same stock as the
covers.

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was fol-
lowed up by a second volume, More
Leaves from The Copper Beeches, in
1976. The Sons are still flourishing as
an active scion society; perhaps some-
day we will be able to look forward to
a third volume.

John Bergquist, BSI

50 Years Ago...Continued from Page 3
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Wayne and Francine Swift

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made 
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of From
Peter Blau Arthur E.F. Wiese Jr.
Fred Levin Cliff Goldfarb

In Memory Of From
Paul Churchill John Baesch and Evelyn Herzog
Paul Churchill Thomas Drucker
Paul Churchill Warren Randall
Joseph Gillies Michael Kean
Allen Mackler Patricia Nelson
Allen Mackler Once Upon A Crime Mystery Bookstore
Allen Mackler Philip Swiggum
Beatrice McCaffrie John Lockwood
E.W. McDiarmid Michael Brahmey
E.W. McDiarmid Jim DeLeo
E.W. McDiarmid Jeffrey Klaus
E. W. McDiarmid Peter Klaus
Robert Pattrick Vincent Brosnan
Jan Stauber Alexian Gregory
Jan Stauber Francine and Richard Kitts
Tom Stix Karen Anderson
Dr. Richard Sturtz William Sturtz
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"Open for Business"

Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 111, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters, 
we would appreciate being informed of changes 
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu

s readers of this newsletter know, the Elmer L. Andersen Library underwent 
extensive construction work, and the new Maxine Houghton Wallin Special 
Collections Research Center is now open. Tim Johnson writes in this issue 
that the staff moved about 97,000 rare books from the Wilson Library into 

newly designated spaces, a move that led to many pulled muscles and sore backs. 
With most of the work behind them, as he foresaw in the March issue, Special 
Collections and Rare Books are now “open for business in our beautiful new setting.”

A

Continued on page 6
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To the Editor:
Walter Jaffee’s fine piece in the “50 Years Ago” section of the March 2018 Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections 
Quarterly Newsletter reminded me of another connection between Sherlock Holmes and Treasure Island. In this 
instance, however, the relationship is between an eminent Holmesian, and Robert Louis Stevenson’s wonderful story.

In the late 1980s, Colin Prestige, the Honorable Secretary of the Sherlock Holmes Society of London, and a Baker 
Street Irregular (invested as “Captain Jack Crocker” in 1961)* traveled to San Francisco on business, then spent the 
weekend with Ted Schulz (invested as “The Amateur Mendicant Society,” also in 1961) and his wife, Mary, at their 
home in San Rafael, California. 

Colin was interested in seeing the Monterey Peninsula area, so the three of them visited us on Sunday. I had 
planned to show him the usual tourist attractions, and was surprised when he asked if we might visit Point Lobos. 
Few non-locals, other than naturalists and hikers, know of that beautifully rugged State Preserve jutting into the 
Pacific between Carmel Bay and Big Sur, and when I asked Colin how he happened to be interested in Point Lobos, 
he simply replied, “It’s Treasure Island.”

Unbeknownst to me, Colin Prestige’s literary interests included Robert Louis Stevenson as well as Arthur Conan Doyle, 
and he was aware that Stevenson has spent 1879 in Monterey and Carmel. Stevenson wrote what is perhaps his best 
known story, Treasure Island, that year, and he based the physical features of the Island itself on Point Lobos.

We spent several hours that afternoon meandering along its trails and shoreline, searching out various locations and 
landmarks. Colin brought with him a map of Treasure Island, which he superimposed upon a map of Point Lobos, 
and used both in locating the specific geographic references described in the story. As we walked, I could not help
but marvel that he was playing “the grand game” with a story by Robert Louis Stevenson, in much the same way 
that we do with the Sherlockian Canon.

Michael H. Kean, “Cartwright”
......................
*Julian Wolff presented Colin Prestige with the very first Queen Victoria Medal in 1967.
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The March 2008 issue of this newslet-
ter featured an article about The Flag,
published in 1908, which benefitted
the Union Jack Club. One of the
entries in The Flag was Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle’s “The Grey Dress –
Unpublished Dialogue from ‘A Duet.’”

The following year, in 1909, The Press
Album was published to aid the
Journalists’ Orphan Fund, and as he
had done the previous year, Conan
Doyle stepped forward with a contri-
bution. The book, edited by Thomas
Catling and published by John Murray,
has an introductory note which gives
the history of the Fund. It began in
“1892 with a gift of £1,000 by the late
Lord Glenesk and £500 by the late Sir
John Willox…Working pressmen
throughout the country commenced
contributions, and in the same year
the first orphan was adopted.” The
reader is assured that “Every penny
contributed to the Fund, from its
beginning seventeen years ago, has
been devoted to the keep and educa-
tion of the orphans…Avoiding any
expenditure on bricks and mortar, the
principle laid down was that of saving
the child to its home and its home to
the child.” 

Thomas Catling edited The Press
Album. Born September 23, 1838, he
worked for Lloyd’s Weekly News, as a
compositor, writer, news editor from
1866 through 1884, then editor from
1884 through 1907. The Scoop
Database, subscription biographical
dictionary of British and Irish journal-
ists from the period of 1800 – 1950,
indicates he extended the circulation
of the paper beyond London and was
reputed to be the first to use the auto-

mobile for “journalistic purposes.”
Catling was active in the Institute of
Journalists and traveled extensively
through America, Canada, the Middle
East and Europe, including France
during World War I. He served as a
delegate to the Conference of the
International Association of Journalists
at Berlin in 1908, and later as
President of the British International
Society of Journalists during 1915. He
passed away on December 25, 1920.

Catling’s name also appears in con-
junction with The Savage Club of
London. Founded in 1857, the mem-
bers come from the worlds of art,
drama, law, literature, music or sci-
ence.  Former members have included
notables such as Charlie Chaplin,
Mark Twain, Wilkie Collins, James
McNeill Whistler, Sir Alexander
Fleming, W. S. Gilbert, Sir Henry
Irving, Dante Rossetti, Dylan Thomas,
Herbert Beerbohm Tree, Edgar
Wallace and Peter Ustinov. It is cur-
rently located at 1 Whitehall Place,
London and their website indicates it
“remains one of the leading Bohemian
Gentleman’s Clubs in London.” 

In 1882, the Prince of Wales, later
Edward VII, became an honorary
member of the Club. He enjoyed the
atmosphere and suggested that a
masonic lodge would be a good addi-
tion to the facilities. On December 3,
1886, Catling wrote to the Grand
Secretary of United Grand Lodge,
enclosing an “imposing group of peti-
tioners,” proposing that a new lodge
be founded for the approximately
25% of the membership who were
Masons. On January 18, 1887, The
Savage Club Lodge was consecrated at
Freemasons’ Hall and Sir Henry Irving
was invested as Treasurer. There is no
longer a formal connection between
the Lodge and the Club.

After his retirement from Lloyd’s
Weekly News, Catling undertook the
editing task for The Press Album. The

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections2

table of contents for this 224 page
illustrated book includes works by
Alfred Noyes, Arthur Morrison,
Rosamund Marriott-Watson, Eden
Phillpotts, John Galsworthy, F. Anstey
and Jerome K. Jerome, to name but a
few of the contributors. Page 20 fea-
tures the poem “By the North Sea” by
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is a short
poem, and there is a facsimile of the
last stanza as written by Conan Doyle.

Her cheek was wet with North Sea spray,
We walked where tide and shingle meet,
The long waves rolled from far away
To purr in ripples at our feet.
And as we walked it seemed to me
That three old friends had met that day:
The old old sky, the old old sea,
And love, which is as old as they.

Out seaward hung the brooding mist,
We saw it rolling, fold on fold,
And marked the great Sun Alchemist
Turn all its leaden edge to gold.
Look well, look well, oh lady mine!
The grey below, the gold above;
For so the greyest life may shine
All golden in the light of love.

The Press Album added over £1000 to
the Institute of Journalists Orphan
Fund.

Christy Allen, who contributes fre-
quently to the ConanDoyle (ACD) list
on the Internet, is interested in Conan
Doyle’s poetry. She wrote:

I’ve tried to do some research about
the poem proper and how/why it
was written, but have come up
empty.

What I did learn was that it was
almost certainly written when Jean
was pregnant with Denis (who was
born in March of 1909, just one
month before The Press Book was
published).

According to Doyle’s own correspon-
dence (from A Life in Letters), this
was a worrisome time. Jean was
pregnant with her first child at age
34 and Doyle was worried about her

7
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health during and after the pregnan-
cy. This certainly would explain the
somewhat sombre tone of the poem. 
The use of the word “lady” in the last
stanza seems to strongly
suggest that it was written to/for
Lady Jean. 

Also, the fact that they were expect-
ing their first child may have
influenced Doyle’s decision to con-
tribute to The Press Book in the
first place. Being a father himself, I’m
sure he could easily empathize with
the fatherless children which would
benefit from the sale of the volume.

Finally, Doyle wrote a poem about
orphans which was published in
Songs of the Road, just a few pages
after “By the North Sea.” It was
called “The Orphanage” and is repro-
duced below.

I wonder, perhaps, if he was think-
ing of the Orphan’s Fund when he
wrote this?

The Orphanage

When, ere the tangled web is reft,
The kid-gloved villain scowls and sneers,
And hapless innocence is left
With no assets save sighs and tears,
’Tis then, just then,  that in there stalks
The hero, watchful of her needs,
He talks! Great heavens, how he talks
But we forgive him, for his deeds.

Life is the drama here to-day
And Death the villain of the plot.
It is a realistic play;
Shall it end well or shall it not
The hero? Oh, the hero’s part
Is vacant—to be played by you.
Then act it well! An orphan’s heart
May beat the lighter if you do.

Christy Allen and Julie McKuras

References: 
http://www.scoop-
database.com/bio/catling_thomas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savage_Club
http://www.savageclub.com/

100 Years Ago...Continued from Page 2

Continued on page 7

never the same for Francine; she
missed sharing their interests and most
of all, she missed his companionship.
And when she passed away, their
friends had the same reaction as people
had when George Burns died; his pass-
ing meant that he was together with
Gracie again.

Francine Morris Swift, ever the librari-
an, planned to donate her Sherlockian
collection to The Sherlock Holmes
Collections. Sadly, her death in
October 2007 meant her collection,
which she amassed with her beloved
Wayne, was ready to move to
Minnesota. Boxes of books, pho-
tographs, ephemera and even a giant

stuffed rat now adorn the Collections.
Our thanks go to Peter Blau, not only
for writing about his friends Wayne
and Francine but also for helping with
the packing and mailing of the many,
many boxes.

John Bergquist has provided us with a
look at Leaves from The Copper Beeches,
and its interesting authors and editors,
published 50 years ago. I’d like to
thank Christy Allen for providing
information about Conan Doyle’s poet-
ry as featured in our 100 Years Ago
column. Dick Sveum updates us on the
status of the drive for the E.W.
McDiarmid Curatorship.
It’s gratifying to receive notes from

readers and other interested parties,
and this issue features two of those:
Georgina Doyle, author of Out of the
Shadows: The Untold Story of Arthur
Conan Doyle’s First Family, read Dick
Sveum’s article from December 2008
with a careful eye and has corrected a
date. Soren Eversoll, an honored visitor
to the Collections last year, continues
his interest in Sherlock Holmes,
according to a note sent by his mother.

So it’s business as usual at The
Sherlock Holmes Collections, for
which we are all thankful.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Musings...Continued from Page 4

Copyright © 2012 
Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.

Copyright ©2018

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections22

 

In 1911 George S. Barton founded 
and published the inaugural issue 
of Boys’ and Boy Scouts’ Magazine, a 
publication for the three Scouting 
groups that existed at that time; The 
New England Boy Scouts, the American 
Boy Scouts and the Boy Scouts of 
America. By the following year the 
Boy Scouts of America bought the 
publication as their official magazine, 
retitled  Boy’s Life, still in publication 
today. This monthly magazine of the 
Boy Scouts of America aims at an 
audience of boys between the ages 
of six to eighteen and seeks to 
provide a “proven mix of news, 
nature, sports, history, fiction, 
science, comics and Scouting.” 
(https://books.google.com/books/
about/Boys_Life.html?id=2ThyM-
8T1J4C) In keeping with that 
tradition the May 2018 issue con-
tains articles on the Ozark’s scenic 
waterways, rock climbing, magic, 
etiquette, a baseball player and a 
short fiction story. Many a young 
man, then and now, waited anxiously 
for the next issue and the adventures 
contained in its pages.
 
The March 1918 issue proved to 
be just as adventurous. Articles on 
wireless radio, trench pets of the 
war, Theodore Roosevelt’s boyhood, 
and a story titled “Don Strong, Patrol 
Leader” were but a few of the offer-
ings – and all for the cost of 15 cents. 
Prominently listed on page 1 were 
the names of the Honorary President, 
Woodrow Wilson, the Honorary 
Vice-Presidents, Theodore Roosevelt 
and William H. Taft, and members 
of the editorial board and staff. This 

are. They ain’t traitors or anything 
like that.” Slowly and deliberately he 
shares his suspicions about passenger 
Dr. Curry of Ohio, who was unaware 
that the ship’s departure time had 
passed and was anxious to get off the 
ship. “I was wonderin’ how any-
body’s watch would be an hour slow 
but if that Dr. Curry came from Ohio 
maybe he forgot to set his watch 
ahead in Cleveland.” That point gets 
everyone’s attention, but he assures 
them “In the troop I – used to belong 
to…they called me Sherlock Nobody 
Holmes, the fellers did, because I was 
interested in deduction and things 
like that.” The case is solved, and 
Dr. Curry turns out to be a German 
spy. Tom Slade has saved the ship 
and hundreds of lives due to his 
observations, deductions and 
Boy Scout background. 

Author Percy Keese Fitzhugh 
(1876-1950) wrote more than 
100 stories and histories and is most 
famous for his Boy Scout Adventure 
books and tales featuring Pee-Wee 
Harris, Roy Blakely and Tom Slade, 
fellow members of the fictional First 
Bridgeboro troop. His characters 
were so genuine that he received fan 
mail addressed to them. It’s believed 
that over the years many boys 
became Scouts after reading the 
stories. In subsequent issues 
Fitzhugh was joined in the pages 
of Boy’s Life by authors such as 
Isaac Asimov, Ray Bradbury,
Arthur C. Clarke, Alex Haley, 
Robert Heinlein, Zane Grey and 
Isaac Bashevis Singer. The stories 
were illustrated by artists and 
photographers such as Salvador Dali, 
Norman Rockwell, and Ansel Adams. 

As our hero Tom Slade said in the 
story, “I want to get somewhere 
where there’s a chance of some 
adventure.” He found it in the pages 
of Boy’s Life.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

information is at the top of the page 
for the lead piece that month, 
“Sherlock Nobody Holmes” by 
Percy K. Fitzhugh.

The story begins on a New York 
pier where equipment and 
supplies needed in war-torn Europe 
are loaded on to The Warrington: 
Red Cross Ambulances, stretchers, 
barbed wire spools, wagons and 
automobiles. As the author wrote, 
“There was no doubt that Uncle Sam 
was getting his sleeves rolled up for 
business.” Tom Slade, too young 
and too anxious to enlist and fight 
in the war, is hopeful that his friend, 
Steward’s boy Archibald Archer, can 
help find him a position on the ship 
despite “the good chance of being 
torpedoed.” Tom is assigned as a 
butcher’s assistant and after a quick 
orientation, Tom and Archie go up 
on deck where they see “the Goddess 
of Liberty [holding] aloft her 
beckoning light in the vast darkness” 
as they steam out of the harbor.

At sea the next morning Tom wan-
ders the ship and finds the wireless 
room, where he introduces himself 
to the lone operator as a former 
Scout and owner of a small wireless 
set. Leaving there, he erroneously 
enters an off-limits supply room 
where a relentless ticking catches 
his attention. It turns out that it’s 
not his watch but a bomb. “Then, 
of a sudden, Tom Slade, ship’s boy, 
disappeared and there in his place 
Tom Slade, Scout.” The alarm clock 
mechanism has been set incorrectly, 
giving him time to disarm the bomb. 
It doesn’t take long before he’s meet-
ing with his superior steward, the 
captain, and a man Tom assumes is 
Secret Service. Pleased that Tom has 
neutralized the explosive, attention 
turns to finding the spy who planted 
the bomb. Tom relates his own 
suspicions. It can’t be the missing 
wireless operator who never boarded; 
after all “he used to be a Boy Scout…
I know what kind of fellers Scouts 
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Doris Skalstad, a former librarian 
and active member of the Norwegian 
Explorers who found it was time to 
scale back the number of books in 
her collection, and from the estate 
of the late Trudy Ebert, a longtime 
member of the Friends. 

We’re always delighted to welcome 
visitors to the Collections and this 
spring was no different. Bob Sharf-
man, a member of Hugo’s Compan-

ions and the Hounds of the Basker-
villes (sic) visited us from Chicago. 
For Bob, his visit to the Collections 
was a “bucket list” event. From the 
west coast, we welcomed John and 
Christine Ellis from The Noble and 
Most Singular Order of the Blue 
Carbuncle scion society in Portland, 
Oregon. They visited us as an ending 
highlight after traveling the Great 
River Road that follows the Mississippi 
River from the Gulf of Mexico to 
the river’s source at Lake Itasca in 
northern Minnesota.

Now it is on to summer, preparations 
for the “Holmes in the Heartland” 
conference in Saint Louis, and a 
chance to attack my growing reading 
pile. I hope you have a restful and 
enjoyable summer. Thank you 
for your continued support of the 
Sherlock Holmes Collections at the 
University of Minnesota!

Timothy J. Johnson
E. W. McDiarmid Curator of the 

Sherlock Holmes Collections

An Update from the Collections… Continued from Page 5 

Christine and John Ellis made a stop 
in Minneapolis on their way home 
to Portland, Oregon from their “22 
day ‘Great River Road’ trip.” They 
are members of The Noble and Most 
Singular Order of the Blue Carbuncle, 
an active group formed in 1971. 
Their activities include a January 
Master’s Dinner, a Reichenbach Falls 
wreath toss in May, Watson’s picnic in 
July and a Goose dinner in December. 
They also have a monthly Saturday 
afternoon full of lively discussion. 

Christine and John were happy to 
share their “wonderful visit to the 
Holmes Collection and visit with 
Curator Tim Johnson…Tim was a 
great host.” Although they were 
unsuccessful in locating the charter 
for their scion, they enjoyed the tour. 

They wrote
It is so exciting to see that my 
Sherlock Holmes passion of 40+ 
years is also embraced by the 
vast storage system at Andersen 
Library for the very best Holmes 
collection. Tim talked about 
constant humidity, temperature 
and lighting. 

WOW. 

Friends President Gary Thaden writes 
in his column about the August 
9-11, 2019 conference “Dark Places, 
Wicked Companions, and Strange 
Experiences.” The morning of August 
9th will be an opportunity to visit the 
exhibit at Andersen Library. We hope 
that many more visitors will have 
the opportunity to visit the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections and perhaps see 
some treasures, scion society materials 
and memories of old friends.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

"Open for Business"… Continued from Page 6 
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"Open for Business"… Continued from Page 1 

Visitors to the Sherlock Holmes 
Collections, much like the great 
detective’s own correspondence, have 
“certainly the charm of variety.” They 
don’t announce themselves with a 
knock at the door or the sending of 
a telegram, as Holmes experienced, 
but find their way to the new office 
of Curator Tim Johnson. In this issue 
we’d like to highlight the visits of 
several individuals who recently vis-
ited the Collections.

Bob Sharfman, a member of The 
Hounds of the Baskerville (sic) and 
Hugo’s Companions, lives in the 
Chicago area and made the trek 
to Minneapolis to visit his grand-

children. Despite the fact that the 
calendar indicated it was spring in 
Minnesota, he was “welcomed with 
18 inches of snow, which made 
driving home rather exciting.” 
He made arrangements with Tim, 
“who is a great guy and very helpful”, 
to review some of the John Bennett 
Shaw files. He wrote 

that he looked through the 
correspondence with all of my 
old friends. I expected to take 
an hour or two and spent the 
best part of the day laugh-
ing and crying with my old 
friends from Hugo’s. What a 
grand time it was...before the 
world went all awry...

Typewritten and handwritten
notes and letters. Clever 
references and muted humor, 
genuine respect for learning. 
I found myself transported 
back to a great time of my 
life and came away with a 
renewed interest to “get back 
in the game”. Many pictures 
of old friends – and I even 
took some pics of various 
documents with something 
called an iPhone. I still prefer 
a telegram delivered by a 
messenger...and it is always 
1895…All in all the library 
is a great treasure and will 
receive all my (pitifully small) 
collection when I go on my 
last adventure. 
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Among the 1968 press clippings in 
John Bennett Shaw’s notebooks 
is a January 21, 1968 New York 
Times Book Review in which 
Anthony Boucher reviewed 
William S. Baring-Gould’s The 
Annotated Sherlock Holmes. The title 
of the piece is “Baker Street Immortal.” 
He notes the “immortal meeting 
between Holmes and Dr. Watson” 
and states “Immortality extends both 
ways,” explaining that “the adven-
tures of Holmes will be read...in a 
remote future” yet “Holmes, though 
he belongs to the world and the 
ages… very specifically [belongs] 
to a single time and place: to 
southern England in the later years 
of Queen Victoria.”

Boucher goes on to give the back-
ground of “Holmesian scholarship 
as it has since been practiced by 
hundreds of devotees,” which in-
clude the Baker Street Irregulars and 
scion societies. After all, The Baker 
Street Journal was still being pub-
lished, as points in the Canon 
were questioned and examined. 
The last third of this piece ends 
the summation and states “It is this 
enormous mass of loving, ingenious 
and often brilliant research that the 
late William S Baring-Gould, 
himself one of the greatest of 
Holmesian scholars and author of 

after writing his review of The Anno-
tated Sherlock Holmes. His association 
with Sherlock Holmes was long-
standing; his novel The Case of the 
Baker Street Irregulars was published 
in 1940 and he received the investi-
ture of “The Valley of Fear” in 1949. 
In the tribute printed in the Journal, 
he was described as pre-eminent in 
any number of fields, and readers 
were reminded that he was a “great 
Irregular and a good friend.” In the 
same 1968 book of Shaw’s press 
clippings was a May 1 obituary 
from The New York Times. William 
Anthony Parker White, “the mystery 
story writer and critic known as 
Anthony Boucher, died… yesterday 
[in Oakland, CA] of lung cancer…
He was 56 years old.” “In his chosen 
field Tony was a Renaissance man, 
a complete man – writer, critic and 
historian” noted Fred Dannay, one 
half of Ellery Queen. The lengthy 
obituary covered Boucher’s years as 
a critic, editor and anthologist. From 
1951 to 1968 he wrote “852 col-
umns, each reviewing succinctly six 
books” in Sunday Book Review in The 
New York Times. Those reviews were 
described as “jaunty, even chatty, and 
devoid of malice.” His numerous 
interests were covered as well; opera 
lover, conducting a radio program, 
the University of California football 
and basketball games, gourmet 
dining, and his own books written 
as H.H. Holmes. Boucher won three 
Edgar Awards for his works, and the 
yearly world mystery convention 
Bouchercon is named in honor of 
“the distinguished mystery fiction 
critic, editor and author.”
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the definitive biography (‘Sherlock 
Holmes of Baker Street,’ 1962), has 
compressed into one wieldy and 
readable work in ‘The Annotated 
Sherlock Holmes.’” Boucher praises 
the book for its “clear and sensible” 
chronological organizing scheme and 
for its coherent arguments. Addition-
ally, amongst the praise he gives the 
book, he states that the “preparation 
of this review was sidetracked when 
I found myself lured by one of the 
footnotes…which may, I hope, result 
in a trifling monograph in The Baker 
Street Journal.” 

That trifling monograph was titled 
“Footnote to a Footnote” and ap-
peared in the June 1968 Baker Street 
Journal. Boucher begins his article 
by quoting the sentence from the 
New York Times Book Review in which 
he wrote that he had been side-
tracked when writing his review of 
The Annotated Sherlock Holmes and 
had turned his attention to one of 
those annotations in The Hound of 
the Baskervilles. Baring-Gould had 
quoted Boucher’s statement that “the 
de Reszkes sang the opera together 
21 times from 1891 to 1901 at the 
Metropolitan [Opera House] alone, 
not counting touring engagements,” 
while pointing out that music critic 
Harold Schonberg said the singers 
had performed it at the Met only 
once. Boucher rechecked the official 
archives and found he was correct. 
He goes on to expound on the dates 
of the performances. 

Unfortunately, that wasn’t the only 
mention of Anthony Boucher in the 
June 1968 BSJ, for within the same 
issue was his “Stand with me here 
upon the terrace…” Boucher died 
April 29, 1968, only three months 
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ith the “big move” and 
books, moving carts, 
construction work-
ers, and fast-moving 

employees filling Andersen Library’s 
walkways there has not been much 
Friends activity to report in this is-
sue. (See Tim Johnson’s column for 
more information.) 
 
The previous Friends president, this 
newsletter’s editor, Library staff, and I 
meet regularly and discuss Sherlock-
ian happenings around the world and 
here at the University of Minnesota. 
We are looking forward to exciting 
things in the upcoming year.

W Julie McKuras and I are working 
on organizing and coordinating the 
next Sherlockian Conference, jointly 
sponsored by the Friends of the 
Sherlock Holmes Collections/
University of Minnesota Libraries/
Norwegian Explorers of Minnesota. 
The theme for next year’s conference 
is “Dark Places, Wicked Companions, 
and Strange Experiences,” a theme 
which we feel lends itself to a 
variety of topics and presentations. 
The conference is scheduled for 
August 9-11, 2019 with an opening 
reception the evening of Thursday, 
August 8th. The conference begins 
the afternoon of Friday, August 

9th, leaving that morning open 
to visit the related exhibit at the 
Elmer L. Andersen Library. Exhibit 
materials will be from the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections at Andersen. 
Registration and hotel information 
will be out soon. 
 
Meanwhile the sphere of Sherlock 
Holmes films, tv shows, podcasts, 
tweets, and society meetings 
surrounds and enriches us.

Gary Thaden, President

From the President
pring semester classes and 
finals are complete. Another 
academic year is nearly in the 
books. A late-spring, early-

summer quiet begins to descend 
on campus. It has been a full and 
active year. Beyond the Holmes 
Collections, we’ve completed mov-
ing somewhere around 97,000 rare 
books from our old vault in Wilson 
Library to new vaults in Andersen 
Library. On Mother’s Day we cel-
ebrated the opening of the Maxine 
Wallin Special Collections Research 
Center with the Wallin family and 
friends. The James Ford Bell Gallery 
sparkles with the first installment of 
our two-gallery exhibition, “The Best 
from Pen and Press.” By the time 
you read this, the second portion of 
our exhibit will be on display in the 
first floor Andersen Gallery—a space 
known to many of you as the site of 
our numerous Holmes exhibits.

We’re already talking about what our 
2019 show might look like for the 
triennial Holmes conference, now 
titled “Dark Places, Wicked Com-
panions, and Strange Experiences,” 
a theme which provides all kinds of 
opportunities for things we might 
display. If you have something in 
mind that you’ve never seen before 
in one of our exhibitions, please 
feel free to drop us a note. We’ll be 
happy to put your suggestion into 
the mix as we start work with our 
exhibit designer, Darren Terpstra, 
on the look and feel of our triennial 
offering.

Toward the end of the school year 
we had an opportunity to host two 
student organizations who had a 
special interest in Mr. Holmes: the 
History Club and The Gallifreyan 
Human Alliance. This latter group 
describes itself as “a just-for-fun club 
for those interested in Doctor Who, 
Sherlock, Supernatural, and the 

S

like!” Both groups had a great time 
looking at a few of our treasures from 
the Holmes Collections, learning 
about this history and development 
of the Collections, and getting a 
behind-the-scenes tour of the un-
derground caverns. It was a fantastic 
and light-hearted way to wrap the 
semester before students buckled 
down for final examinations.

Probably the biggest event off cam-
pus this spring was my second trip 
to Atlanta for 221B Con. What an 
amazing group! And such a well-run 
convention! I really appreciate all the 
time and effort that goes into plan-
ning such an engaging weekend and 
for the opportunity I had to partici-
pate in three separate panels. Our 
“Beyond Wikipedia” panel discussed 
research methods and sources avail-
able beyond the well-known online 
encyclopedia. For me, the special 
treat of this panel involved getting to 
hear Nancy Springer talk about how 

she does research for her popular 
Enola Holmes Mysteries. I never 
knew, for example, how much you 
can gather, or the kind of questions 
raised, by studying a coloring book 
about Victorian homes. I really en-
joyed being a part of this panel with 
Nancy. Similarly, I really enjoyed 
spending time with attorney David 
McCallister and Diana Williams talk-
ing about fannish estate planning, 
and with Christopher Zordan talking 
about that extraordinary Sherlockian 
Vincent Starrett. And, as always, it 
was great to connect with Liza Potts 
from Michigan State University and 
chat about the work she and her 
team are doing on the Sherlockian.net 
website. Now that school is winding 
down, I look forward to some further 
conversations with Liza.

Springtime also brings further 
donations to the Collections. 
Locally, we’ve been honored to be 
gathering in book collections from 

An Update from the Collections

Musings
ith the construction 
of the new library 
spaces and the move 
of so many books, it’s a 

pleasure to see all the changes that 
have come about and to renew the 
frequent meetings with Curator 
Tim Johnson, Gary Thaden and 
Dick Sveum. 

My thanks go to Bob Sharfman and 
Christine and John Ellis for sharing 
their photos and thoughts about 
visiting the Andersen Library.   
Christine and John's scion 
society, The Noble and Most 
Singular Order of the Blue Carbuncle, 
has an active online presence at 

W https://sites.google.com/site/blue
carbunclesociety/home. Their 
facebook page is https://www.
facebook.com/NMSOBC. Tim was 
certainly pleased with the opportunity 
to spend time with them.

Our 50 Years Ago piece is about 
Anthony Boucher and his writings 
during 1968 as well as noting his 
passing. The 100 Years Ago column 
is about a story with a Sherlockian 
reference from Boy’s Life Magazine. 
Despite Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s 
initial misgivings that the Scouts 
would “prove too idealistic,” as 
Dame Jean Conan Doyle wrote in the 
foreword to Jon Lellenberg’s 1987 

The Quest for Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 
the story’s hero, Tom Slade, appears 
to exemplify the idealistic Boy Scout 
Law, Motto, Oath and Slogan. 
He certainly was prepared to do his 
duty in keeping the ship and those 
aboard it safe. Having just visited 
Girl Scout founder Juliette Gordon 
Low’s home in Savannah, Georgia, 
I’m sure a Girl Scout would have 
done the same.

Gary Thaden gives us an update 
on the Friends, and Curator 
Tim Johnson recounts his latest 
adventures and projects. My thanks 
go to Michael Kean for his Letter to 
the Editor and information about 
Robert Louis Stevenson. Education 
never ends.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Continued on page 7
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our numerous Holmes exhibits.

We’re already talking about what our 
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opportunities for things we might 
display. If you have something in 
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Probably the biggest event off cam-
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"Open for Business"… Continued from Page 1 

Visitors to the Sherlock Holmes 
Collections, much like the great 
detective’s own correspondence, have 
“certainly the charm of variety.” They 
don’t announce themselves with a 
knock at the door or the sending of 
a telegram, as Holmes experienced, 
but find their way to the new office 
of Curator Tim Johnson. In this issue 
we’d like to highlight the visits of 
several individuals who recently vis-
ited the Collections.

Bob Sharfman, a member of The 
Hounds of the Baskerville (sic) and 
Hugo’s Companions, lives in the 
Chicago area and made the trek 
to Minneapolis to visit his grand-

children. Despite the fact that the 
calendar indicated it was spring in 
Minnesota, he was “welcomed with 
18 inches of snow, which made 
driving home rather exciting.” 
He made arrangements with Tim, 
“who is a great guy and very helpful”, 
to review some of the John Bennett 
Shaw files. He wrote 

that he looked through the 
correspondence with all of my 
old friends. I expected to take 
an hour or two and spent the 
best part of the day laugh-
ing and crying with my old 
friends from Hugo’s. What a 
grand time it was...before the 
world went all awry...

Typewritten and handwritten
notes and letters. Clever 
references and muted humor, 
genuine respect for learning. 
I found myself transported 
back to a great time of my 
life and came away with a 
renewed interest to “get back 
in the game”. Many pictures 
of old friends – and I even 
took some pics of various 
documents with something 
called an iPhone. I still prefer 
a telegram delivered by a 
messenger...and it is always 
1895…All in all the library 
is a great treasure and will 
receive all my (pitifully small) 
collection when I go on my 
last adventure. 

50
Y E A R S  A G O

Among the 1968 press clippings in 
John Bennett Shaw’s notebooks 
is a January 21, 1968 New York 
Times Book Review in which 
Anthony Boucher reviewed 
William S. Baring-Gould’s The 
Annotated Sherlock Holmes. The title 
of the piece is “Baker Street Immortal.” 
He notes the “immortal meeting 
between Holmes and Dr. Watson” 
and states “Immortality extends both 
ways,” explaining that “the adven-
tures of Holmes will be read...in a 
remote future” yet “Holmes, though 
he belongs to the world and the 
ages… very specifically [belongs] 
to a single time and place: to 
southern England in the later years 
of Queen Victoria.”

Boucher goes on to give the back-
ground of “Holmesian scholarship 
as it has since been practiced by 
hundreds of devotees,” which in-
clude the Baker Street Irregulars and 
scion societies. After all, The Baker 
Street Journal was still being pub-
lished, as points in the Canon 
were questioned and examined. 
The last third of this piece ends 
the summation and states “It is this 
enormous mass of loving, ingenious 
and often brilliant research that the 
late William S Baring-Gould, 
himself one of the greatest of 
Holmesian scholars and author of 

after writing his review of The Anno-
tated Sherlock Holmes. His association 
with Sherlock Holmes was long-
standing; his novel The Case of the 
Baker Street Irregulars was published 
in 1940 and he received the investi-
ture of “The Valley of Fear” in 1949. 
In the tribute printed in the Journal, 
he was described as pre-eminent in 
any number of fields, and readers 
were reminded that he was a “great 
Irregular and a good friend.” In the 
same 1968 book of Shaw’s press 
clippings was a May 1 obituary 
from The New York Times. William 
Anthony Parker White, “the mystery 
story writer and critic known as 
Anthony Boucher, died… yesterday 
[in Oakland, CA] of lung cancer…
He was 56 years old.” “In his chosen 
field Tony was a Renaissance man, 
a complete man – writer, critic and 
historian” noted Fred Dannay, one 
half of Ellery Queen. The lengthy 
obituary covered Boucher’s years as 
a critic, editor and anthologist. From 
1951 to 1968 he wrote “852 col-
umns, each reviewing succinctly six 
books” in Sunday Book Review in The 
New York Times. Those reviews were 
described as “jaunty, even chatty, and 
devoid of malice.” His numerous 
interests were covered as well; opera 
lover, conducting a radio program, 
the University of California football 
and basketball games, gourmet 
dining, and his own books written 
as H.H. Holmes. Boucher won three 
Edgar Awards for his works, and the 
yearly world mystery convention 
Bouchercon is named in honor of 
“the distinguished mystery fiction 
critic, editor and author.”
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the definitive biography (‘Sherlock 
Holmes of Baker Street,’ 1962), has 
compressed into one wieldy and 
readable work in ‘The Annotated 
Sherlock Holmes.’” Boucher praises 
the book for its “clear and sensible” 
chronological organizing scheme and 
for its coherent arguments. Addition-
ally, amongst the praise he gives the 
book, he states that the “preparation 
of this review was sidetracked when 
I found myself lured by one of the 
footnotes…which may, I hope, result 
in a trifling monograph in The Baker 
Street Journal.” 

That trifling monograph was titled 
“Footnote to a Footnote” and ap-
peared in the June 1968 Baker Street 
Journal. Boucher begins his article 
by quoting the sentence from the 
New York Times Book Review in which 
he wrote that he had been side-
tracked when writing his review of 
The Annotated Sherlock Holmes and 
had turned his attention to one of 
those annotations in The Hound of 
the Baskervilles. Baring-Gould had 
quoted Boucher’s statement that “the 
de Reszkes sang the opera together 
21 times from 1891 to 1901 at the 
Metropolitan [Opera House] alone, 
not counting touring engagements,” 
while pointing out that music critic 
Harold Schonberg said the singers 
had performed it at the Met only 
once. Boucher rechecked the official 
archives and found he was correct. 
He goes on to expound on the dates 
of the performances. 

Unfortunately, that wasn’t the only 
mention of Anthony Boucher in the 
June 1968 BSJ, for within the same 
issue was his “Stand with me here 
upon the terrace…” Boucher died 
April 29, 1968, only three months 
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The March 2008 issue of this newslet-
ter featured an article about The Flag,
published in 1908, which benefitted
the Union Jack Club. One of the
entries in The Flag was Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle’s “The Grey Dress –
Unpublished Dialogue from ‘A Duet.’”

The following year, in 1909, The Press
Album was published to aid the
Journalists’ Orphan Fund, and as he
had done the previous year, Conan
Doyle stepped forward with a contri-
bution. The book, edited by Thomas
Catling and published by John Murray,
has an introductory note which gives
the history of the Fund. It began in
“1892 with a gift of £1,000 by the late
Lord Glenesk and £500 by the late Sir
John Willox…Working pressmen
throughout the country commenced
contributions, and in the same year
the first orphan was adopted.” The
reader is assured that “Every penny
contributed to the Fund, from its
beginning seventeen years ago, has
been devoted to the keep and educa-
tion of the orphans…Avoiding any
expenditure on bricks and mortar, the
principle laid down was that of saving
the child to its home and its home to
the child.” 

Thomas Catling edited The Press
Album. Born September 23, 1838, he
worked for Lloyd’s Weekly News, as a
compositor, writer, news editor from
1866 through 1884, then editor from
1884 through 1907. The Scoop
Database, subscription biographical
dictionary of British and Irish journal-
ists from the period of 1800 – 1950,
indicates he extended the circulation
of the paper beyond London and was
reputed to be the first to use the auto-

mobile for “journalistic purposes.”
Catling was active in the Institute of
Journalists and traveled extensively
through America, Canada, the Middle
East and Europe, including France
during World War I. He served as a
delegate to the Conference of the
International Association of Journalists
at Berlin in 1908, and later as
President of the British International
Society of Journalists during 1915. He
passed away on December 25, 1920.

Catling’s name also appears in con-
junction with The Savage Club of
London. Founded in 1857, the mem-
bers come from the worlds of art,
drama, law, literature, music or sci-
ence.  Former members have included
notables such as Charlie Chaplin,
Mark Twain, Wilkie Collins, James
McNeill Whistler, Sir Alexander
Fleming, W. S. Gilbert, Sir Henry
Irving, Dante Rossetti, Dylan Thomas,
Herbert Beerbohm Tree, Edgar
Wallace and Peter Ustinov. It is cur-
rently located at 1 Whitehall Place,
London and their website indicates it
“remains one of the leading Bohemian
Gentleman’s Clubs in London.” 

In 1882, the Prince of Wales, later
Edward VII, became an honorary
member of the Club. He enjoyed the
atmosphere and suggested that a
masonic lodge would be a good addi-
tion to the facilities. On December 3,
1886, Catling wrote to the Grand
Secretary of United Grand Lodge,
enclosing an “imposing group of peti-
tioners,” proposing that a new lodge
be founded for the approximately
25% of the membership who were
Masons. On January 18, 1887, The
Savage Club Lodge was consecrated at
Freemasons’ Hall and Sir Henry Irving
was invested as Treasurer. There is no
longer a formal connection between
the Lodge and the Club.

After his retirement from Lloyd’s
Weekly News, Catling undertook the
editing task for The Press Album. The

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections2

table of contents for this 224 page
illustrated book includes works by
Alfred Noyes, Arthur Morrison,
Rosamund Marriott-Watson, Eden
Phillpotts, John Galsworthy, F. Anstey
and Jerome K. Jerome, to name but a
few of the contributors. Page 20 fea-
tures the poem “By the North Sea” by
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is a short
poem, and there is a facsimile of the
last stanza as written by Conan Doyle.

Her cheek was wet with North Sea spray,
We walked where tide and shingle meet,
The long waves rolled from far away
To purr in ripples at our feet.
And as we walked it seemed to me
That three old friends had met that day:
The old old sky, the old old sea,
And love, which is as old as they.

Out seaward hung the brooding mist,
We saw it rolling, fold on fold,
And marked the great Sun Alchemist
Turn all its leaden edge to gold.
Look well, look well, oh lady mine!
The grey below, the gold above;
For so the greyest life may shine
All golden in the light of love.

The Press Album added over £1000 to
the Institute of Journalists Orphan
Fund.

Christy Allen, who contributes fre-
quently to the ConanDoyle (ACD) list
on the Internet, is interested in Conan
Doyle’s poetry. She wrote:

I’ve tried to do some research about
the poem proper and how/why it
was written, but have come up
empty.

What I did learn was that it was
almost certainly written when Jean
was pregnant with Denis (who was
born in March of 1909, just one
month before The Press Book was
published).

According to Doyle’s own correspon-
dence (from A Life in Letters), this
was a worrisome time. Jean was
pregnant with her first child at age
34 and Doyle was worried about her
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health during and after the pregnan-
cy. This certainly would explain the
somewhat sombre tone of the poem. 
The use of the word “lady” in the last
stanza seems to strongly
suggest that it was written to/for
Lady Jean. 

Also, the fact that they were expect-
ing their first child may have
influenced Doyle’s decision to con-
tribute to The Press Book in the
first place. Being a father himself, I’m
sure he could easily empathize with
the fatherless children which would
benefit from the sale of the volume.

Finally, Doyle wrote a poem about
orphans which was published in
Songs of the Road, just a few pages
after “By the North Sea.” It was
called “The Orphanage” and is repro-
duced below.

I wonder, perhaps, if he was think-
ing of the Orphan’s Fund when he
wrote this?

The Orphanage

When, ere the tangled web is reft,
The kid-gloved villain scowls and sneers,
And hapless innocence is left
With no assets save sighs and tears,
’Tis then, just then,  that in there stalks
The hero, watchful of her needs,
He talks! Great heavens, how he talks
But we forgive him, for his deeds.

Life is the drama here to-day
And Death the villain of the plot.
It is a realistic play;
Shall it end well or shall it not
The hero? Oh, the hero’s part
Is vacant—to be played by you.
Then act it well! An orphan’s heart
May beat the lighter if you do.

Christy Allen and Julie McKuras

References: 
http://www.scoop-
database.com/bio/catling_thomas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savage_Club
http://www.savageclub.com/
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never the same for Francine; she
missed sharing their interests and most
of all, she missed his companionship.
And when she passed away, their
friends had the same reaction as people
had when George Burns died; his pass-
ing meant that he was together with
Gracie again.

Francine Morris Swift, ever the librari-
an, planned to donate her Sherlockian
collection to The Sherlock Holmes
Collections. Sadly, her death in
October 2007 meant her collection,
which she amassed with her beloved
Wayne, was ready to move to
Minnesota. Boxes of books, pho-
tographs, ephemera and even a giant

stuffed rat now adorn the Collections.
Our thanks go to Peter Blau, not only
for writing about his friends Wayne
and Francine but also for helping with
the packing and mailing of the many,
many boxes.

John Bergquist has provided us with a
look at Leaves from The Copper Beeches,
and its interesting authors and editors,
published 50 years ago. I’d like to
thank Christy Allen for providing
information about Conan Doyle’s poet-
ry as featured in our 100 Years Ago
column. Dick Sveum updates us on the
status of the drive for the E.W.
McDiarmid Curatorship.
It’s gratifying to receive notes from

readers and other interested parties,
and this issue features two of those:
Georgina Doyle, author of Out of the
Shadows: The Untold Story of Arthur
Conan Doyle’s First Family, read Dick
Sveum’s article from December 2008
with a careful eye and has corrected a
date. Soren Eversoll, an honored visitor
to the Collections last year, continues
his interest in Sherlock Holmes,
according to a note sent by his mother.

So it’s business as usual at The
Sherlock Holmes Collections, for
which we are all thankful.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Musings...Continued from Page 4
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In 1911 George S. Barton founded 
and published the inaugural issue 
of Boys’ and Boy Scouts’ Magazine, a 
publication for the three Scouting 
groups that existed at that time; The 
New England Boy Scouts, the American 
Boy Scouts and the Boy Scouts of 
America. By the following year the 
Boy Scouts of America bought the 
publication as their official magazine, 
retitled  Boy’s Life, still in publication 
today. This monthly magazine of the 
Boy Scouts of America aims at an 
audience of boys between the ages 
of six to eighteen and seeks to 
provide a “proven mix of news, 
nature, sports, history, fiction, 
science, comics and Scouting.” 
(https://books.google.com/books/
about/Boys_Life.html?id=2ThyM-
8T1J4C) In keeping with that 
tradition the May 2018 issue con-
tains articles on the Ozark’s scenic 
waterways, rock climbing, magic, 
etiquette, a baseball player and a 
short fiction story. Many a young 
man, then and now, waited anxiously 
for the next issue and the adventures 
contained in its pages.
 
The March 1918 issue proved to 
be just as adventurous. Articles on 
wireless radio, trench pets of the 
war, Theodore Roosevelt’s boyhood, 
and a story titled “Don Strong, Patrol 
Leader” were but a few of the offer-
ings – and all for the cost of 15 cents. 
Prominently listed on page 1 were 
the names of the Honorary President, 
Woodrow Wilson, the Honorary 
Vice-Presidents, Theodore Roosevelt 
and William H. Taft, and members 
of the editorial board and staff. This 

are. They ain’t traitors or anything 
like that.” Slowly and deliberately he 
shares his suspicions about passenger 
Dr. Curry of Ohio, who was unaware 
that the ship’s departure time had 
passed and was anxious to get off the 
ship. “I was wonderin’ how any-
body’s watch would be an hour slow 
but if that Dr. Curry came from Ohio 
maybe he forgot to set his watch 
ahead in Cleveland.” That point gets 
everyone’s attention, but he assures 
them “In the troop I – used to belong 
to…they called me Sherlock Nobody 
Holmes, the fellers did, because I was 
interested in deduction and things 
like that.” The case is solved, and 
Dr. Curry turns out to be a German 
spy. Tom Slade has saved the ship 
and hundreds of lives due to his 
observations, deductions and 
Boy Scout background. 

Author Percy Keese Fitzhugh 
(1876-1950) wrote more than 
100 stories and histories and is most 
famous for his Boy Scout Adventure 
books and tales featuring Pee-Wee 
Harris, Roy Blakely and Tom Slade, 
fellow members of the fictional First 
Bridgeboro troop. His characters 
were so genuine that he received fan 
mail addressed to them. It’s believed 
that over the years many boys 
became Scouts after reading the 
stories. In subsequent issues 
Fitzhugh was joined in the pages 
of Boy’s Life by authors such as 
Isaac Asimov, Ray Bradbury,
Arthur C. Clarke, Alex Haley, 
Robert Heinlein, Zane Grey and 
Isaac Bashevis Singer. The stories 
were illustrated by artists and 
photographers such as Salvador Dali, 
Norman Rockwell, and Ansel Adams. 

As our hero Tom Slade said in the 
story, “I want to get somewhere 
where there’s a chance of some 
adventure.” He found it in the pages 
of Boy’s Life.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

information is at the top of the page 
for the lead piece that month, 
“Sherlock Nobody Holmes” by 
Percy K. Fitzhugh.

The story begins on a New York 
pier where equipment and 
supplies needed in war-torn Europe 
are loaded on to The Warrington: 
Red Cross Ambulances, stretchers, 
barbed wire spools, wagons and 
automobiles. As the author wrote, 
“There was no doubt that Uncle Sam 
was getting his sleeves rolled up for 
business.” Tom Slade, too young 
and too anxious to enlist and fight 
in the war, is hopeful that his friend, 
Steward’s boy Archibald Archer, can 
help find him a position on the ship 
despite “the good chance of being 
torpedoed.” Tom is assigned as a 
butcher’s assistant and after a quick 
orientation, Tom and Archie go up 
on deck where they see “the Goddess 
of Liberty [holding] aloft her 
beckoning light in the vast darkness” 
as they steam out of the harbor.

At sea the next morning Tom wan-
ders the ship and finds the wireless 
room, where he introduces himself 
to the lone operator as a former 
Scout and owner of a small wireless 
set. Leaving there, he erroneously 
enters an off-limits supply room 
where a relentless ticking catches 
his attention. It turns out that it’s 
not his watch but a bomb. “Then, 
of a sudden, Tom Slade, ship’s boy, 
disappeared and there in his place 
Tom Slade, Scout.” The alarm clock 
mechanism has been set incorrectly, 
giving him time to disarm the bomb. 
It doesn’t take long before he’s meet-
ing with his superior steward, the 
captain, and a man Tom assumes is 
Secret Service. Pleased that Tom has 
neutralized the explosive, attention 
turns to finding the spy who planted 
the bomb. Tom relates his own 
suspicions. It can’t be the missing 
wireless operator who never boarded; 
after all “he used to be a Boy Scout…
I know what kind of fellers Scouts 
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Doris Skalstad, a former librarian 
and active member of the Norwegian 
Explorers who found it was time to 
scale back the number of books in 
her collection, and from the estate 
of the late Trudy Ebert, a longtime 
member of the Friends. 

We’re always delighted to welcome 
visitors to the Collections and this 
spring was no different. Bob Sharf-
man, a member of Hugo’s Compan-

ions and the Hounds of the Basker-
villes (sic) visited us from Chicago. 
For Bob, his visit to the Collections 
was a “bucket list” event. From the 
west coast, we welcomed John and 
Christine Ellis from The Noble and 
Most Singular Order of the Blue 
Carbuncle scion society in Portland, 
Oregon. They visited us as an ending 
highlight after traveling the Great 
River Road that follows the Mississippi 
River from the Gulf of Mexico to 
the river’s source at Lake Itasca in 
northern Minnesota.

Now it is on to summer, preparations 
for the “Holmes in the Heartland” 
conference in Saint Louis, and a 
chance to attack my growing reading 
pile. I hope you have a restful and 
enjoyable summer. Thank you 
for your continued support of the 
Sherlock Holmes Collections at the 
University of Minnesota!

Timothy J. Johnson
E. W. McDiarmid Curator of the 

Sherlock Holmes Collections
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Christine and John Ellis made a stop 
in Minneapolis on their way home 
to Portland, Oregon from their “22 
day ‘Great River Road’ trip.” They 
are members of The Noble and Most 
Singular Order of the Blue Carbuncle, 
an active group formed in 1971. 
Their activities include a January 
Master’s Dinner, a Reichenbach Falls 
wreath toss in May, Watson’s picnic in 
July and a Goose dinner in December. 
They also have a monthly Saturday 
afternoon full of lively discussion. 

Christine and John were happy to 
share their “wonderful visit to the 
Holmes Collection and visit with 
Curator Tim Johnson…Tim was a 
great host.” Although they were 
unsuccessful in locating the charter 
for their scion, they enjoyed the tour. 

They wrote
It is so exciting to see that my 
Sherlock Holmes passion of 40+ 
years is also embraced by the 
vast storage system at Andersen 
Library for the very best Holmes 
collection. Tim talked about 
constant humidity, temperature 
and lighting. 

WOW. 

Friends President Gary Thaden writes 
in his column about the August 
9-11, 2019 conference “Dark Places, 
Wicked Companions, and Strange 
Experiences.” The morning of August 
9th will be an opportunity to visit the 
exhibit at Andersen Library. We hope 
that many more visitors will have 
the opportunity to visit the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections and perhaps see 
some treasures, scion society materials 
and memories of old friends.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

"Open for Business"… Continued from Page 6 
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Francine and Wayne Swift
By Peter E. Blau, ASH, BSI
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t has been said that marriages between two Sherlockians are the most permanent.
Many Sherlockians have found it easy enough to persuade a spouse to enjoy the
Sherlockian world, but when two people who already are Sherlockians marry they
will sooner or later merge their collections, as well as their lives. And there is no

custody battle, whether over the car, the house, the pets, or the children, that can possi-
bly match the difficulty of dividing a collection that has no duplicates.

So for two Sherlockians it’s a matter only of the better, and never the worse. That cer-
tainly was true of Wayne B. Swift and Francine Morris, who were Sherlockians when
they met for the first time. Francine started her Sherlockian life in Texas, where she was
a librarian; she founded The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the

American Library Association, and
was one of the founders of The
Practical, But Limited, Geologists at
an informal luncheon in the Zodiac
Room at Nieman Marcus in Dallas.
When she moved to Washington she
quickly became a member of The
Red Circle, and was one of the ring-
leaders in planning the society’s full-
fledged costume party at the
National Press Club.

Wayne was from Nebraska, an elec-
trical engineer and a teacher, and an
early convert to the world of com-

puters. When he moved to Washington he decided to take an adult-education course in
Sherlock Holmes at a local community college and soon attended his first Sherlockian
function, a running of The Silver Blaze (Southern Division) at Pimlico Race Track in
Maryland, where he and Francine quickly discovered they shared more than an interest
in Sherlock Holmes. They courted , and wed, and had many happy years together, shar-
ing a multitude of interests, Sherlockian and otherwise.

Wayne became a member of The Baker Street Irregulars in 1978 (as “The Giant Rat of
Sumatra”). Francine became a member of The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes in
1977 (as “Hatty Doran”) and was honored by the BSI as The Woman in 1983, and
awarded her Irregular Shilling and Investiture in 1994 (as “The Wigmore Street Post

Continued on page 6
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bottle of Courvoisier plus one fifth of
New Jersey cognac, with the note: ‘Tell
the bartender to serve the Courvoisier
first. Then by the time the Sons get to
the New Jersey cognac, they may not
spot the difference’” (250). Today,
Lellenberg says of Starr, “I’m convinced
that Julian Wolff [who took over leader-
ship of the Baker Street Irregulars under
the title “Commissionaire” after Smith’s
untimely death in 1960] would have
retired as Commissionaire sooner than he
did if Bill Starr had not died at a some-
what early age in 1976 and had been
around in the early ’80s to take over.”

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was par-
tially financed by contributions from
members of the Sons, who are listed in
the acknowledgments. In his memoir of

the history of the scion mentioned earlier,
Thomas Hart reports that a publication
fund was established as early as 1952
(with the princely sum of $4.00.) Hart, as
treasurer of the Publication Committee,
goes on to apologize to the membership
for “his many exhortations for funds, and
many stern admonitions against failure,
made at meetings” over the years.

Illustration by H.W. Starr, captioned “The appeal
for the Publication Fund,” printed in Jon

Lellenberg’s Irregular Crises of the Late ’Forties

(New York, 1999)

The physical book is an interesting
artifact in itself, featuring quarter bind-
ing with textured morocco-colored
endpapers of the same stock as the
covers.

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was fol-
lowed up by a second volume, More
Leaves from The Copper Beeches, in
1976. The Sons are still flourishing as
an active scion society; perhaps some-
day we will be able to look forward to
a third volume.

John Bergquist, BSI

50 Years Ago...Continued from Page 3
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Wayne and Francine Swift

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made 
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of From
Peter Blau Arthur E.F. Wiese Jr.
Fred Levin Cliff Goldfarb

In Memory Of From
Paul Churchill John Baesch and Evelyn Herzog
Paul Churchill Thomas Drucker
Paul Churchill Warren Randall
Joseph Gillies Michael Kean
Allen Mackler Patricia Nelson
Allen Mackler Once Upon A Crime Mystery Bookstore
Allen Mackler Philip Swiggum
Beatrice McCaffrie John Lockwood
E.W. McDiarmid Michael Brahmey
E.W. McDiarmid Jim DeLeo
E.W. McDiarmid Jeffrey Klaus
E. W. McDiarmid Peter Klaus
Robert Pattrick Vincent Brosnan
Jan Stauber Alexian Gregory
Jan Stauber Francine and Richard Kitts
Tom Stix Karen Anderson
Dr. Richard Sturtz William Sturtz
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s readers of this newsletter know, the Elmer L. Andersen Library underwent 
extensive construction work, and the new Maxine Houghton Wallin Special 
Collections Research Center is now open. Tim Johnson writes in this issue 
that the staff moved about 97,000 rare books from the Wilson Library into 

newly designated spaces, a move that led to many pulled muscles and sore backs. 
With most of the work behind them, as he foresaw in the March issue, Special 
Collections and Rare Books are now “open for business in our beautiful new setting.”

A

Continued on page 6
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To the Editor:
Walter Jaffee’s fine piece in the “50 Years Ago” section of the March 2018 Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections 
Quarterly Newsletter reminded me of another connection between Sherlock Holmes and Treasure Island. In this 
instance, however, the relationship is between an eminent Holmesian, and Robert Louis Stevenson’s wonderful story.

In the late 1980s, Colin Prestige, the Honorable Secretary of the Sherlock Holmes Society of London, and a Baker 
Street Irregular (invested as “Captain Jack Crocker” in 1961)* traveled to San Francisco on business, then spent the 
weekend with Ted Schulz (invested as “The Amateur Mendicant Society,” also in 1961) and his wife, Mary, at their 
home in San Rafael, California. 

Colin was interested in seeing the Monterey Peninsula area, so the three of them visited us on Sunday. I had 
planned to show him the usual tourist attractions, and was surprised when he asked if we might visit Point Lobos. 
Few non-locals, other than naturalists and hikers, know of that beautifully rugged State Preserve jutting into the 
Pacific between Carmel Bay and Big Sur, and when I asked Colin how he happened to be interested in Point Lobos, 
he simply replied, “It’s Treasure Island.”

Unbeknownst to me, Colin Prestige’s literary interests included Robert Louis Stevenson as well as Arthur Conan Doyle, 
and he was aware that Stevenson has spent 1879 in Monterey and Carmel. Stevenson wrote what is perhaps his best 
known story, Treasure Island, that year, and he based the physical features of the Island itself on Point Lobos.

We spent several hours that afternoon meandering along its trails and shoreline, searching out various locations and 
landmarks. Colin brought with him a map of Treasure Island, which he superimposed upon a map of Point Lobos, 
and used both in locating the specific geographic references described in the story. As we walked, I could not help
but marvel that he was playing “the grand game” with a story by Robert Louis Stevenson, in much the same way 
that we do with the Sherlockian Canon.

Michael H. Kean, “Cartwright”
......................
*Julian Wolff presented Colin Prestige with the very first Queen Victoria Medal in 1967.


