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Francine and Wayne Swift
By Peter E. Blau, ASH, BSI

Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 111, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters,
we would appreciate being informed of changes
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu

t has been said that marriages between two Sherlockians are the most permanent.
Many Sherlockians have found it easy enough to persuade a spouse to enjoy the
Sherlockian world, but when two people who already are Sherlockians marry they
will sooner or later merge their collections, as well as their lives. And there is no

custody battle, whether over the car, the house, the pets, or the children, that can possi-
bly match the difficulty of dividing a collection that has no duplicates.

So for two Sherlockians it’s a matter only of the better, and never the worse. That cer-
tainly was true of Wayne B. Swift and Francine Morris, who were Sherlockians when
they met for the first time. Francine started her Sherlockian life in Texas, where she was
a librarian; she founded The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the

American Library Association, and
was one of the founders of The
Practical, But Limited, Geologists at
an informal luncheon in the Zodiac
Room at Nieman Marcus in Dallas.
When she moved to Washington she
quickly became a member of The
Red Circle, and was one of the ring-
leaders in planning the society’s full-
fledged costume party at the
National Press Club.

Wayne was from Nebraska, an elec-
trical engineer and a teacher, and an
early convert to the world of com-

puters. When he moved to Washington he decided to take an adult-education course in
Sherlock Holmes at a local community college and soon attended his first Sherlockian
function, a running of The Silver Blaze (Southern Division) at Pimlico Race Track in
Maryland, where he and Francine quickly discovered they shared more than an interest
in Sherlock Holmes. They courted , and wed, and had many happy years together, shar-
ing a multitude of interests, Sherlockian and otherwise.

Wayne became a member of The Baker Street Irregulars in 1978 (as “The Giant Rat of
Sumatra”). Francine became a member of The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes in
1977 (as “Hatty Doran”) and was honored by the BSI as The Woman in 1983, and
awarded her Irregular Shilling and Investiture in 1994 (as “The Wigmore Street Post

Continued on page 6
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bottle of Courvoisier plus one fifth of
New Jersey cognac, with the note: ‘Tell
the bartender to serve the Courvoisier
first. Then by the time the Sons get to
the New Jersey cognac, they may not
spot the difference’” (250). Today,
Lellenberg says of Starr, “I’m convinced
that Julian Wolff [who took over leader-
ship of the Baker Street Irregulars under
the title “Commissionaire” after Smith’s
untimely death in 1960] would have
retired as Commissionaire sooner than he
did if Bill Starr had not died at a some-
what early age in 1976 and had been
around in the early ’80s to take over.”

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was par-
tially financed by contributions from
members of the Sons, who are listed in
the acknowledgments. In his memoir of

the history of the scion mentioned earlier,
Thomas Hart reports that a publication
fund was established as early as 1952
(with the princely sum of $4.00.) Hart, as
treasurer of the Publication Committee,
goes on to apologize to the membership
for “his many exhortations for funds, and
many stern admonitions against failure,
made at meetings” over the years.

Illustration by H.W. Starr, captioned “The appeal
for the Publication Fund,” printed in Jon

Lellenberg’s Irregular Crises of the Late ’Forties

(New York, 1999)

The physical book is an interesting
artifact in itself, featuring quarter bind-
ing with textured morocco-colored
endpapers of the same stock as the
covers.

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was fol-
lowed up by a second volume, More
Leaves from The Copper Beeches, in
1976. The Sons are still flourishing as
an active scion society; perhaps some-
day we will be able to look forward to
a third volume.

John Bergquist, BSI

50 Years Ago...Continued from Page 3
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Wayne and Francine Swift

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made 
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of From
Peter Blau Arthur E.F. Wiese Jr.
Fred Levin Cliff Goldfarb

In Memory Of From
Paul Churchill John Baesch and Evelyn Herzog
Paul Churchill Thomas Drucker
Paul Churchill Warren Randall
Joseph Gillies Michael Kean
Allen Mackler Patricia Nelson
Allen Mackler Once Upon A Crime Mystery Bookstore
Allen Mackler Philip Swiggum
Beatrice McCaffrie John Lockwood
E.W. McDiarmid Michael Brahmey
E.W. McDiarmid Jim DeLeo
E.W. McDiarmid Jeffrey Klaus
E. W. McDiarmid Peter Klaus
Robert Pattrick Vincent Brosnan
Jan Stauber Alexian Gregory
Jan Stauber Francine and Richard Kitts
Tom Stix Karen Anderson
Dr. Richard Sturtz William Sturtz
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For the Sake of the Trust
by Ray Riethmeier

Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 111, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters, 
we would appreciate being informed of changes 
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu

very year the Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections at the University of 
Minnesota gathers for its annual membership meeting at which the officers 
report on the status of the organization, the members elect their leadership 
for the next year, and a special guest speaks on a relevant topic of interest to 
those assembled. It’s 

an opportunity for the group to 
remember that we are more than 
just supporters of the extensive 
collections held by the univer-
sity, but to interact in a way 
that reminds us that we are a 
premier Sherlockian organiza-
tion of fans and, as the name 
indicates, friends. This year’s 
speaker touched on both of 
those elements in his discussion 
of another Sherlockian entity 
that serves many of the same 
functions as the Friends group, 
and we learned how the two 
organizations can work together 
to further our common goals.

Roughly 30 individuals were 
in attendance for this year’s an-
nual meeting, held at the Elmer 
Andersen Library on Tuesday, 
September 16, 2017. The guest 
speaker was Andrew Solberg, 
Chairman of The Baker Street 
Irregulars Trust, who gave a 
presentation about the history 
and work of the Trust, and the 
ways in which it relates to the 
Friends group.

E

Continued on page 6

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have 
made contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of     From
Peter Bailey     Tanya Bailey
The 40th Anniversary of the Japan 
Sherlock Holmes Club     Mike and Julie McKuras
Sandy Kozinn     Thomas Drucker
Julie McKuras’s twenty years of service 
with this newsletter     Mike McKuras
Julie McKuras     Andy Solberg
Susan Rice     Bill VandeWater
Monica Schmidt     Richard Caplan
Dick Sveum’s hard work     George Hubbs

In Memory Of     From
June K. Berg     Stanton O. Berg
Ted Bergman, BSI     Mattias Boström
Vincent Brosnan     Bob Hess
Mary Campbell     Bruce Aikin
Jim Duval     Ralph Hall
Cameron Hollyer     George Vanderburgh
C. Frederick Kittle     Ann Kittle
Kevin Kronquist     Larry Czarnecki
Charles Lockwood     John Lockwood
Johanna Reiter     Gary Reiter
Gordon Speck     Ed Weiss
Len Wein     Jeffory Hart

Andy Solberg, BSI
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The March 2008 issue of this newslet-
ter featured an article about The Flag,
published in 1908, which benefitted
the Union Jack Club. One of the
entries in The Flag was Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle’s “The Grey Dress –
Unpublished Dialogue from ‘A Duet.’”

The following year, in 1909, The Press
Album was published to aid the
Journalists’ Orphan Fund, and as he
had done the previous year, Conan
Doyle stepped forward with a contri-
bution. The book, edited by Thomas
Catling and published by John Murray,
has an introductory note which gives
the history of the Fund. It began in
“1892 with a gift of £1,000 by the late
Lord Glenesk and £500 by the late Sir
John Willox…Working pressmen
throughout the country commenced
contributions, and in the same year
the first orphan was adopted.” The
reader is assured that “Every penny
contributed to the Fund, from its
beginning seventeen years ago, has
been devoted to the keep and educa-
tion of the orphans…Avoiding any
expenditure on bricks and mortar, the
principle laid down was that of saving
the child to its home and its home to
the child.” 

Thomas Catling edited The Press
Album. Born September 23, 1838, he
worked for Lloyd’s Weekly News, as a
compositor, writer, news editor from
1866 through 1884, then editor from
1884 through 1907. The Scoop
Database, subscription biographical
dictionary of British and Irish journal-
ists from the period of 1800 – 1950,
indicates he extended the circulation
of the paper beyond London and was
reputed to be the first to use the auto-

mobile for “journalistic purposes.”
Catling was active in the Institute of
Journalists and traveled extensively
through America, Canada, the Middle
East and Europe, including France
during World War I. He served as a
delegate to the Conference of the
International Association of Journalists
at Berlin in 1908, and later as
President of the British International
Society of Journalists during 1915. He
passed away on December 25, 1920.

Catling’s name also appears in con-
junction with The Savage Club of
London. Founded in 1857, the mem-
bers come from the worlds of art,
drama, law, literature, music or sci-
ence.  Former members have included
notables such as Charlie Chaplin,
Mark Twain, Wilkie Collins, James
McNeill Whistler, Sir Alexander
Fleming, W. S. Gilbert, Sir Henry
Irving, Dante Rossetti, Dylan Thomas,
Herbert Beerbohm Tree, Edgar
Wallace and Peter Ustinov. It is cur-
rently located at 1 Whitehall Place,
London and their website indicates it
“remains one of the leading Bohemian
Gentleman’s Clubs in London.” 

In 1882, the Prince of Wales, later
Edward VII, became an honorary
member of the Club. He enjoyed the
atmosphere and suggested that a
masonic lodge would be a good addi-
tion to the facilities. On December 3,
1886, Catling wrote to the Grand
Secretary of United Grand Lodge,
enclosing an “imposing group of peti-
tioners,” proposing that a new lodge
be founded for the approximately
25% of the membership who were
Masons. On January 18, 1887, The
Savage Club Lodge was consecrated at
Freemasons’ Hall and Sir Henry Irving
was invested as Treasurer. There is no
longer a formal connection between
the Lodge and the Club.

After his retirement from Lloyd’s
Weekly News, Catling undertook the
editing task for The Press Album. The

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections2

table of contents for this 224 page
illustrated book includes works by
Alfred Noyes, Arthur Morrison,
Rosamund Marriott-Watson, Eden
Phillpotts, John Galsworthy, F. Anstey
and Jerome K. Jerome, to name but a
few of the contributors. Page 20 fea-
tures the poem “By the North Sea” by
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is a short
poem, and there is a facsimile of the
last stanza as written by Conan Doyle.

Her cheek was wet with North Sea spray,
We walked where tide and shingle meet,
The long waves rolled from far away
To purr in ripples at our feet.
And as we walked it seemed to me
That three old friends had met that day:
The old old sky, the old old sea,
And love, which is as old as they.

Out seaward hung the brooding mist,
We saw it rolling, fold on fold,
And marked the great Sun Alchemist
Turn all its leaden edge to gold.
Look well, look well, oh lady mine!
The grey below, the gold above;
For so the greyest life may shine
All golden in the light of love.

The Press Album added over £1000 to
the Institute of Journalists Orphan
Fund.

Christy Allen, who contributes fre-
quently to the ConanDoyle (ACD) list
on the Internet, is interested in Conan
Doyle’s poetry. She wrote:

I’ve tried to do some research about
the poem proper and how/why it
was written, but have come up
empty.

What I did learn was that it was
almost certainly written when Jean
was pregnant with Denis (who was
born in March of 1909, just one
month before The Press Book was
published).

According to Doyle’s own correspon-
dence (from A Life in Letters), this
was a worrisome time. Jean was
pregnant with her first child at age
34 and Doyle was worried about her

7
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health during and after the pregnan-
cy. This certainly would explain the
somewhat sombre tone of the poem. 
The use of the word “lady” in the last
stanza seems to strongly
suggest that it was written to/for
Lady Jean. 

Also, the fact that they were expect-
ing their first child may have
influenced Doyle’s decision to con-
tribute to The Press Book in the
first place. Being a father himself, I’m
sure he could easily empathize with
the fatherless children which would
benefit from the sale of the volume.

Finally, Doyle wrote a poem about
orphans which was published in
Songs of the Road, just a few pages
after “By the North Sea.” It was
called “The Orphanage” and is repro-
duced below.

I wonder, perhaps, if he was think-
ing of the Orphan’s Fund when he
wrote this?

The Orphanage

When, ere the tangled web is reft,
The kid-gloved villain scowls and sneers,
And hapless innocence is left
With no assets save sighs and tears,
’Tis then, just then,  that in there stalks
The hero, watchful of her needs,
He talks! Great heavens, how he talks
But we forgive him, for his deeds.

Life is the drama here to-day
And Death the villain of the plot.
It is a realistic play;
Shall it end well or shall it not
The hero? Oh, the hero’s part
Is vacant—to be played by you.
Then act it well! An orphan’s heart
May beat the lighter if you do.

Christy Allen and Julie McKuras

References: 
http://www.scoop-
database.com/bio/catling_thomas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savage_Club
http://www.savageclub.com/

100 Years Ago...Continued from Page 2

Continued on page 7

never the same for Francine; she
missed sharing their interests and most
of all, she missed his companionship.
And when she passed away, their
friends had the same reaction as people
had when George Burns died; his pass-
ing meant that he was together with
Gracie again.

Francine Morris Swift, ever the librari-
an, planned to donate her Sherlockian
collection to The Sherlock Holmes
Collections. Sadly, her death in
October 2007 meant her collection,
which she amassed with her beloved
Wayne, was ready to move to
Minnesota. Boxes of books, pho-
tographs, ephemera and even a giant

stuffed rat now adorn the Collections.
Our thanks go to Peter Blau, not only
for writing about his friends Wayne
and Francine but also for helping with
the packing and mailing of the many,
many boxes.

John Bergquist has provided us with a
look at Leaves from The Copper Beeches,
and its interesting authors and editors,
published 50 years ago. I’d like to
thank Christy Allen for providing
information about Conan Doyle’s poet-
ry as featured in our 100 Years Ago
column. Dick Sveum updates us on the
status of the drive for the E.W.
McDiarmid Curatorship.
It’s gratifying to receive notes from

readers and other interested parties,
and this issue features two of those:
Georgina Doyle, author of Out of the
Shadows: The Untold Story of Arthur
Conan Doyle’s First Family, read Dick
Sveum’s article from December 2008
with a careful eye and has corrected a
date. Soren Eversoll, an honored visitor
to the Collections last year, continues
his interest in Sherlock Holmes,
according to a note sent by his mother.

So it’s business as usual at The
Sherlock Holmes Collections, for
which we are all thankful.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Musings...Continued from Page 4
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The Annotated Sherlock Holmes

I can date my becoming a Sherlockian 
to August 1979 when I used money 
from my first paycheck as an intern to 
purchase the boxed two volume  
Annotated Sherlock Holmes for $29.95 
from the University of Wisconsin 
Bookstore. It was the most I had ever 
spent on book. I still have the green 
dust covers and box despite heavy 
use. It opened a world of scholarship 
that continues to this day. As a book 
collector, I now know that it was an 
eighteenth printing but a treasure that 
rivals all my subsequent acquisitions.

The Annotated Sherlock Holmes by 
William S. Baring-Gould was pub-
lished in 1967, fifty years ago. Sadly 
this magnum opus came out after the 
author’s death, on August 10, 1967 at 
age 54. His widow, Ceil Baring-Gould, 
obtained the copyright, and the text 
of the Sherlock Holmes stories were 
printed by permission of the Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle Estate and by arrange-
ment with John Murray (Publishers) 
Ltd. of London and Doubleday & 
Company, Inc., New York. The 
Annotated was published by Clarkson 
N. Potter, Inc., New York who also 
published Baring-Gould’s Sherlock 
Holmes of Baker Street (1962), The 
Lure of the Limerick (1962) and The 
Annotated Mother Goose, which was 
co-authored with Ceil. The Chronologi-
cal Holmes was self-published by 
William Baring-Gould in 1955.

The Sherlock Holmes Collections has 
many copies of the Annotated including 
the 1968 first British by John Murray 
in two volumes with red dust cov-
ers (£15) and the single volume blue 

and peace.” Sadly Anthony Boucher 
(William Anthony Parker White) died 
three months later on April 29, 1968 
at age 57.

Leslie Klinger, the editor of The New 
Annotated Sherlock Holmes, noted that 
he did it standing on the shoulders of 
Baring-Gould’s monumental work.
“What’s especially amazing about 
Baring-Gould’s work is that (a) he did 
it before computers (no word process-
ing, no Internet), (b) he did it without 
the aid of DeWaal’s bibliography, and 
(c) he did it without having his 
Annotated Sherlock Holmes to start 
with, as I did!”  Klinger goes on, “I’ve 
also said that Baring-Gould’s work is 
what hooked me on Sherlockiana in 
the first place. It wasn’t just the stories 
that thrilled me – it was the ‘endlessly 
delicious minutiae’ that he pointed out 
and the first glimpse of the vast world 
of Sherlockian scholarship. Back in 
the late 1960s, when I read Baring-
Gould (in law school), I fantasized that 
someday, when I was old and retired 
(first part accomplished) I might get to 
be the person who updated his work, 
so it was a dream come true to actually 
get to do that!”

Richard Sveum, MD, BSI

covered 1992 edition ($75) by Wing 
Books, a Random House Company by 
arrangement with Clarkson N. Potter. 
My favorite held in the Collections is 
Vincent Starrett’s copy, a first edition 
with his signature and check marks by 
his own listings in the references called 
by Baring-Gould “Some of the Writings 
about the Writings.” Laid into Starrett’s 
copy was a letter addressed to “Mem-
ber of the Baker Street Irregulars” on 
Clarkson N. Potter, Inc. stationary of-
fering a free examination privilege and 
a prospectus and BSI order form ($25) 
with publisher paying postage. 

John Bennett Shaw’s copy appears well 
worn while Howard Haycraft’s copy 
is in near fine condition, both with 
their bookplates. Shaw’s working copy 
had laid into both volumes two pages, 
an alphabetical index to the adven-
tures and a general subject index to 
the expository essays, both prepared 
by Dean Dickensheet and published 
(mimeographed) by The Vermissa 
Herald in 1968.

The New York Times Book Review on 
January 21, 1968 had a cover review 
titled “Baker Street Immortal” by 
Anthony Boucher (“Mr. Boucher, a 
long-time student of the Holmesian 
canon, conducts the Criminals at Large 
column in the Book Review”). Boucher 
points out the collection acutely needs 
an alphabetical index of titles. In the 
review it is noted that “80 years ago 
in 1887 Sherlock Holmes entered the 
world of letters” and his immortality 
extends both ways. Boucher notes, “All 
this Sherlockian enthusiasm became 
informally formalized some 30 years 
ago, through the creation of the Baker 
Street Irregulars, which came into 
being through Christopher Morley’s 
column in The Saturday Review of Lit-
erature.” The review concludes, “Since 
this noble compendium should remain 
in print for all the foreseeable future, 
let us hope that later editions will 
come closer to the perfect book that 
should honor the memory of Sherlock 
Holmes, John Hamish Watson and Ar-
thur Conan Doyle and William Sabine 
[sic] Baring-Gould – to whom, glory 

The Singular Case of Sherlock Holmes 
in Minnesota
The November 29, 2017 “The Singular 
Case of Sherlock Holmes in Minne-
sota” featuring Curator Tim Johnson 
and author Larry Millett was originally 
planned for a small group of attendees. 
Reservations soon exceeded the size 
of the room and the presentation was 
moved to a larger classroom. Despite 
the fact that the larger classroom holds 
360, the reservations again exceeded 
the seating for this event, part of The 
University of Minnesota Libraries 
ongoing lectures. It seems that 
Mr. Holmes is very popular at the 
University.

Wendy Pradt Lougee, University 
Librarian and Dean of Libraries, 
welcomed the capacity crowd and gave 
a brief and interesting background of 
Holmes. Tim Johnson then focused 
on Holmes in Minnesota, giving a 
more detailed history of how the 
Sherlock Holmes Collections came to 
the University Library. He stressed the 
importance of the five founders of The 
Norwegian Explorers and the part that 
they, and the Explorers, have played in 
building and supporting the Collec-
tions. He went on to talk about the 
various donated collections, indicating 
that the Philip and Mary Kahler Hench 
donation exerted a “gravitational 
pull” on others. John Bennett Shaw 
felt that pull and “twisted his friends’ 
arms” to influence them to follow in 
his footsteps in donating his massive 
collection. 

Larry Millett, the former St. Paul Pio-
neer Press journalist who specialized in 
architecture, discussed how he initially 
decided to bring Sherlock Holmes 
to Minnesota in his first book of the 
series, Sherlock Holmes and the Red 
Demon (1996). From that beginning 
through to his most current book, 
Millett spoke about combining his 
background and interests in architec-
tural history, Minnesota history and 
fiction to construct a story which gives 
readers a sense of the world as it was, 
especially in the 1890s Twin Cities. 

He makes a point to mix real people 
with fictional characters as well as 
actual events with imagined ones. His 
latest book, Sherlock Holmes and the 
Eisendorf Enigma (2017), takes place 
when 66 year-old Holmes visits the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester due to 
pulmonary problems. 

A lively question and answer period 
followed with questions directed to 
both Tim and Larry. When asked about 
the continuing appeal of Holmes, 
Tim noted how much is being 
currently written; “fan fiction has 
exploded.” Larry wrapped up the eve-
ning telling the audience that bringing 
Holmes to Minnesota has been fun as 
the detective never fails to engage the 
imagination. Such was the case when 
Larry wrote his first books, sitting in 
his upper level study and looking out 
at St. Paul’s own Baker Street. 

A reception and signing followed the 
presentation and certainly confirmed 
the fact that Sherlock Holmes is 
exceeding popular both at the 
University of Minnesota and through-
out the state of Minnesota as well.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Larry Millett and Tim Johnson
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For the Sake of the Trust… Continued from Page 1 

The Trust was founded in 2003, but 
Mr. Solberg explained that it all re-
ally started much earlier. Walking us 
through a history of the BSI, Solberg 
started with the early life of Chris-
topher Morley and how he formed 
what may have been the first Sherlock 
Holmes society in 1902. Morley wrote, 
as quoted in Irregular Crises of the 
Late ’Forties, the Irregulars began with 
“four schoolboys in Baltimore.” 
(Lellenberg, p. 423) Morley’s interest 
in the Canon continued as his 
education and professional career 
developed, and he eventually went 
on to initiate a recurring gathering for 
people with a shared interest in the 
Sherlock Holmes adventures. This led 
to the first true meeting of the Baker 
Street Irregulars in 1934.

An informal group at its start, the 
structure and leadership of the 
BSI changed over the years, with 
Edgar W. Smith becoming a driving 
force behind the organization in the 
1940s. It was in 1942 that Smith made 

the first known reference to the BSI 
Archives, noting the preservation of 
reference and research materials. How-
ever, as Solberg lamented, those early 
documents weren’t archived for future 
generations of Sherlockian scholars. 

The Baker Street Irregulars continued 
to grow and develop in the decades that 
followed these early gatherings, and 
Solberg detailed the formation of scion 
societies that affiliated themselves with 
the BSI over the years, both far and 
wide. In the context of this expansion, 
Solberg was kind enough to spend a 
few minutes to highlight the formation 
of the Norwegian Explorers of Minne-
sota in 1947.

Solberg continued by discussing the 
cultural significance of the BSI, and he 
stressed the importance of maintain-
ing its history. It was not until 2003, 
however, that an archive for the BSI 
was created, in order to preserve the 
papers, artifacts, publications, and cor-
respondence of the organization. Since 

its formation, The Baker Street Irregu-
lars Trust has collected over a thousand 
items to document the vibrant history 
of the BSI and its scion societies. Mr. 
Solberg was careful to characterize the 
Trust’s archive as more than a vanity 
project for the BSI, but rather as an 
important record of an organization 
that has significantly affected popular 
culture and the development of modern 
“fandom.”

To augment the documentation, pho-
tographs, memorabilia, and other as-
sorted items held by the Trust, an “Oral 
History Project” has been initiated to 
interview BSI members, which to date 
has included recordings of over 125 
individuals. The Trust is determined to 
make its material widely available to 
researchers and to the greater Sher-
lockian community, and it has begun 
digitizing much of its holdings. In this 
regard, Andy compared the Trust’s 
collections to those of The Sherlock 
Holmes Collections at the University of 
Minnesota, acknowledging the differ-
ent ways they each contribute to the 
Sherlockian community. He noted that 
when the Trust is sent donations that 
they determine do not pertain to the 
history of the BSI, they often send such 
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Andy invites interested parties to visit 
the Trust’s website at www.bsitrust.org 
to learn more about the organization, 
and to explore the material available 
there. He welcomes any support, col-
laboration, and contributions to help 
keep the history of The Baker Street 
Irregulars alive, and we look forward to 
further interactions between our orga-
nizations in the years to come.

 

50
Y E A R S  A G O

1967 was a year of triumph and 
tragedy for William Baring-Gould and 
his family. As Dick Sveum has writ-
ten, The Annotated Sherlock Holmes was 
published that year, but Baring-Gould 
didn’t live to see the published book.
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The young Baring-Gould attended 
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of Phi Gamma Delta Fraternity. He 
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He graduated with a degree in Business 
Administration in 1935 and by 1937 
was employed by Hearst Publishing 
and later Time Inc. where he acted as 
circulation promotion manager of Time 
Magazine. While a student, he met 
Lucile “Ceil” Moody, a distinguished 
student who graduated in 1936 with a 
BBA degree. They married in 1937 and 
had two children, one of whom, his 
son William Drake Baring-Gould, died 
in 1966. 

statement as well. She wrote that she 
first heard of his death in a New York 
Times Book Review section which 
referred to him as “the late.” She wrote 
to the newspaper and they responded, 
advising his obituary appeared in the 
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I’m talking not so much about the 
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The Journal of the Sherlock Holmes 
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described as “the sad and sudden 
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 “As far as the Irregulars are 
concerned, Bill needs no 
physical monument; he will 
always remain in our minds 
and hearts.”

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI
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dinners. He acted as a judge for the 
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at the age of 54 on August 10, 1967 
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was far less connected in the 
1960s than it now in the age of 
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The “Stand with me here upon the 
terrace” appeared in the December 
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“It is not often that any organisation 
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life and career, the promise of what he 
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Evelyn Herzog, Principal Unprin-
cipled Adventuress of The Adventur-
esses of Sherlock Holmes, confirms 
the accuracy of not just Julian Wolff’s 
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Cheryll Fong, winner of the 2017 
Bryce L. Crawford Award, and Dick Sveum
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am honored to 
be selected as 
President of the 
Friends of the 
Sherlock Holmes 
Collections. 
I will draw upon 

my experience as President of the 
Norwegian Explorers for ten years and 
service on the Friends Board for over a 
dozen years in my new role as 
President of the Friends. 

Dick Sveum has done a wonderful job 
as President and we should all thank 
him for his leadership and the direc-
tion he has taken the Friends. I would 
like to build on those efforts.

The Friends of the Sherlock Holmes 
Collections is an organization to sup-
port the Collections and the University 
Libraries. It is also an organization to 
give an independent voice and advice 
in regard to the Collections. It is a 
balancing act. 

I As President my plans for the Friends 
of the Sherlock Holmes Collections 
include:

• We should promote the Friends as
 a voice and a force in the Sherlockian
 world. The Sherlock Holmes 
 Collections at the University of 
 Minnesota Library constitute the
 world’s largest gathering of material
 related to Sherlock Holmes and his
 creator Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 
 We have a leadership role in the
 Sherlockian world and we should
 sing the praises of the Collections.

• The Friends newsletter should
 continue and thrive. It is a valuable
 communication and outreach tool.

• We should increase the connection
 between the Friends and our 
 triennial conferences. Our next 
 opportunity will be August 9-11, 2019. 

• The holdings in the Sherlock
 Holmes Collections should be
 expanded, promoted, cataloged,
 and protected. These opportunities
 include fans and materials from the
 last ten years and to think about
 where we want to Collections to 
 be in twenty years.

• We should assist the University
 Libraries. Just a few months ago,
 the Libraries were awarded the
 2017 National Medal for Museum
 and Library Service. This medal
 is the highest honor given by the 
 US government to museums and
 libraries for service to the community.
 The Friends now have an 
 opportunity to bring Sherlock
 Holmes to the community through
 digitization, exhibits, and visiting
 the community. Outreach to 
 Minnesota and beyond is part to 
 the University’s mission, and it
 should be part of the Friends’ 
 mission also.

Gary Thaden

From the President
ow and then I find myself 
almost levitating out of my 
seat. Blame it on a nail gun, 
saw, or some other tool. Our 
building manager usually 

gives us a heads-up when construction 
crews plan unusually noisy or smelly 
work. We appreciate the advance 
warning. But there’s really nothing you 
can do about those untimed, startling 
blasts radiating through the floor or 
echoing up the walls. It is renova-
tion time in Andersen Library. Please 
excuse our dust! I believe Mr. Holmes 
would approve. 

The new Maxine Houghton Wallin 
Special Collections Research Center 
will open in about four months. Be-
tween now and then we’ll be moving, 
unpacking, and reinstalling the Allen 
Mackler 221B Sitting Room in its new 
second floor venue; packing, moving, 
and re-shelving about one hundred 
thousand rare books from Wilson 
Library into spotless, modern compact 
shelving; and moving our office from 
a suite we’ve come to love on the first 
floor to new digs and new neighbors 
on the ground floor. We’ll still have 
windows out onto the Mississippi 
gorge and the Washington Avenue 
Bridge, but it will be a new experience 
and perspective. There is a lot of plan-
ning, organization, and logistics that 
goes into such an enterprise. Happily, 
I am surrounded by some of the best 
colleagues in the world. They make 
this work a joy and pleasure.

Other subtle renovations are also 
underway. A recent conversational 
thread on social media brought 
Sherlockian bibliographies back into 
view. It is some years since I’ve worked 
on my Holmes and Doyle bibliogra-
phy — now with a little over 12,000 
entries — and it seems clear that 
renovating and updating this work is 
now in order. To that end, I’ve been 
in conversations with Mattias Boström 
in Sweden and Liza Potts at Michigan 
State University to see how this bib-

N liography might be “crowd-sourced,” 
i.e. designed in such a way as to allow 
others within the Sherlockian universe 
an opportunity to contribute content. 
I designed a Google Form that might 
be widely shared for such a purpose. 
Liza and her team in the Writing, 
Information, and Digital Experience 
(WIDE) research unit at Michigan 
State reviewed a recent update of the 
bibliography. I’ve also sent her the 
form for review and comment. Shortly, 
we’ll virtually meet or communicate 
electronically on what the next steps 
might be. 

At the same time, we continue to build 
on our database of archival finding 
aids. Additional recent work to the 
Artifact Collection added board games, 
puzzles, and the like to our grow-
ing inventory of materials. Likewise, 
students, staff, and our fabulous vol-
unteer, Lucy Brusic, are adding to the 
lists of book, serial, and audio-visual 
materials. Some of these items already 
appear in the catalog; others will 
appear soon in an archival finding aid. 
A few additional items also appear in 
the Libraries’ online repository, the 
UMedia archive. Bit by bit, and block 
by block, additions appear in our 
digital universe.

As I write, we are in the final hours of 
preparation for what promises to be a 
very fun event: an evening conversa-
tion with author Larry Millett before a 
sell-out crowd of about four hundred 
friends of the University of Minnesota 
Libraries. Billed as “The Singular Case 
of Sherlock Holmes in Minnesota,” 
Larry and I will explore how the life of 
Mr. Holmes intersects with a remark-
able state history and exceptional 
university. We enjoyed a similar con-
versation a year ago for members and 
friends of the Minneapolis Institute of 
Arts. Now, with Larry’s latest Holmes 
adventure in print — Sherlock Holmes 
and the Eisendorf Enigma — new questions 
arise. We are hoping to do a follow-up 
interview with Larry and add it to our 

repository of conversations with other 
Holmesian authors such as Les Klinger 
and Bonnie MacBird.

As we near the end of 2017, I want 
to offer a special word of thanks to 
you for your continued support of the 
Collections through monetary gifts and 
donations of material. We are enriched 
in so many ways by your generosity. 
Thank you! 

In addition, we benefit from your ex-
pertise and excitement. This fall, at the 
annual meeting of the Friends of the 
Sherlock Holmes Collections, new and 
returning officers answered the call. 
Our new board includes: Gary Thaden, 
President; Ray Riethmeier, Vice Presi-
dent; Mike Eckman, Secretary; myself 
as Treasurer; and the following Mem-
bers-at-Large — Phil Bergem, John 
Bergquist, Lucy Brusic, Julie McKuras, 
Mike McKuras, Tim Reich, Steve Stil-
well and Richard Sveum. Thank you 
for your continuing interest, advice, 
and service in so many ways!

After two decades, Dr. Richard Sveum 
now moves to the side as president of 
the Friends of the Sherlock Holmes 
Collections. Dick is a dear friend; we 
came into our roles at the same time 
in 1998. I am deeply grateful for all 
he has done for and with me and the 
Collections over these years. I am glad 
he continues to come into the office for 
our regular Monday meetings! Another 
good friend, Gary Thaden, steps into 
the role of president. In this season of 
thanksgiving, I am very aware of being 
surrounded by such good friends and 
colleagues. Julie McKuras, Lucy Brusic, 
and Cheryll Fong round out this team 
of extraordinary folks. Words are not 
enough! Thank you!

Timothy J. Johnson, 
E. W. McDiarmid      

Curator of the 
Sherlock Holmes Collections

An Update from the Collections

Musings
ith the holidays fast 
approaching it seems 
the appropriate time 
to think of our friends, 
and this issue focuses on 

those individuals who are close to us, 
whether they be friends of old or those 
to whom the Sherlockian world owes a 
huge debt.

In this issue Gary Thaden, the newly-
elected President of the Friends of the 
Sherlock Holmes Collections, delivers 
his first “From the President” column, 
which outlines the plans he brings to 
his new position. Ray Riethmeier, the 
newly elected Vice-President, has giv-
en us an overview of the well-received 
talk that the BSI Trust Chairman Andy 
Solberg delivered to the Friends meet-
ing in September. 

W We’ve included two 50 Years Ago 
columns. It didn’t seem adequate to 
devote only one column to William 
Baring-Gould’s works and to his death 
in 1967. Dick Sveum, who may have 
been under the incorrect assumption 
that I wouldn’t ask him to write articles 
for this newsletter since he stepped 
down from his position as President, 
writes about The Annotated Sherlock 
Holmes. Our other 50 Years Ago 
column focuses on the Baring-Gould’s 
untimely death before the aforemen-
tioned book was published. I know 
both Dick and I would like to thank 
those who helped with comments 
and memories; Leslie Klinger, 
Evelyn Herzog and Peter Blau.

Tim Johnson has updated us about the 
ongoing construction at the Andersen 
Library. He isn’t exaggerating when he 
wrote that he’s found himself “almost 
levitating out of my seat.” I’ve had the 
same reaction with the nail guns and 
construction noises from the floor 
below. Despite all of the noise and 
construction, he remains busy with 
the Holmes Collections. He wrote his 
column the day of the event with 
Larry Millett, but we delayed the 
newsletter printing process until 
after the event was over in order to 
give our readers a sense of what 
happened that evening.

I know that all of us connected with 
the Sherlock Holmes Collections wish 
all of you a happy holiday season.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI
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For the Sake of the Trust… Continued from Page 1 

The Trust was founded in 2003, but 
Mr. Solberg explained that it all re-
ally started much earlier. Walking us 
through a history of the BSI, Solberg 
started with the early life of Chris-
topher Morley and how he formed 
what may have been the first Sherlock 
Holmes society in 1902. Morley wrote, 
as quoted in Irregular Crises of the 
Late ’Forties, the Irregulars began with 
“four schoolboys in Baltimore.” 
(Lellenberg, p. 423) Morley’s interest 
in the Canon continued as his 
education and professional career 
developed, and he eventually went 
on to initiate a recurring gathering for 
people with a shared interest in the 
Sherlock Holmes adventures. This led 
to the first true meeting of the Baker 
Street Irregulars in 1934.

An informal group at its start, the 
structure and leadership of the 
BSI changed over the years, with 
Edgar W. Smith becoming a driving 
force behind the organization in the 
1940s. It was in 1942 that Smith made 

the first known reference to the BSI 
Archives, noting the preservation of 
reference and research materials. How-
ever, as Solberg lamented, those early 
documents weren’t archived for future 
generations of Sherlockian scholars. 

The Baker Street Irregulars continued 
to grow and develop in the decades that 
followed these early gatherings, and 
Solberg detailed the formation of scion 
societies that affiliated themselves with 
the BSI over the years, both far and 
wide. In the context of this expansion, 
Solberg was kind enough to spend a 
few minutes to highlight the formation 
of the Norwegian Explorers of Minne-
sota in 1947.

Solberg continued by discussing the 
cultural significance of the BSI, and he 
stressed the importance of maintain-
ing its history. It was not until 2003, 
however, that an archive for the BSI 
was created, in order to preserve the 
papers, artifacts, publications, and cor-
respondence of the organization. Since 

its formation, The Baker Street Irregu-
lars Trust has collected over a thousand 
items to document the vibrant history 
of the BSI and its scion societies. Mr. 
Solberg was careful to characterize the 
Trust’s archive as more than a vanity 
project for the BSI, but rather as an 
important record of an organization 
that has significantly affected popular 
culture and the development of modern 
“fandom.”

To augment the documentation, pho-
tographs, memorabilia, and other as-
sorted items held by the Trust, an “Oral 
History Project” has been initiated to 
interview BSI members, which to date 
has included recordings of over 125 
individuals. The Trust is determined to 
make its material widely available to 
researchers and to the greater Sher-
lockian community, and it has begun 
digitizing much of its holdings. In this 
regard, Andy compared the Trust’s 
collections to those of The Sherlock 
Holmes Collections at the University of 
Minnesota, acknowledging the differ-
ent ways they each contribute to the 
Sherlockian community. He noted that 
when the Trust is sent donations that 
they determine do not pertain to the 
history of the BSI, they often send such 
material to the University for retention 
in its collections, instead.

Andy invites interested parties to visit 
the Trust’s website at www.bsitrust.org 
to learn more about the organization, 
and to explore the material available 
there. He welcomes any support, col-
laboration, and contributions to help 
keep the history of The Baker Street 
Irregulars alive, and we look forward to 
further interactions between our orga-
nizations in the years to come.

 

50
Y E A R S  A G O

1967 was a year of triumph and 
tragedy for William Baring-Gould and 
his family. As Dick Sveum has writ-
ten, The Annotated Sherlock Holmes was 
published that year, but Baring-Gould 
didn’t live to see the published book.
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on August 7, 1913 in Minneapolis, 
MN, the son of William Drake and 
Harriet Rollins Baring-Gould. Wil-
liam Drake Baring-Gould came to the 
United States from England in 1898 
and settled in Minneapolis, initially 
working in real estate. When he died 
in 1921, leaving his widow and young 
son William Stuart Baring-Gould, he 
was acting as the British Consul in 
Minneapolis. William Baring-Gould’s 
grandfather Sabine Baring-Gould was 
the well-known and accomplished 
Anglican priest, writer and composer 
of hymns such as “Onward Christian 
Soldiers” and “Now the Day is Over.” 

The young Baring-Gould attended 
University High School in Minneapolis 
and went on to the University of Min-
nesota where he was an active member 
of Phi Gamma Delta Fraternity. He 
served on the editorial board of the 
yearbook, The Gopher, and was the 
editor of the campus humor magazine. 
He graduated with a degree in Business 
Administration in 1935 and by 1937 
was employed by Hearst Publishing 
and later Time Inc. where he acted as 
circulation promotion manager of Time 
Magazine. While a student, he met 
Lucile “Ceil” Moody, a distinguished 
student who graduated in 1936 with a 
BBA degree. They married in 1937 and 
had two children, one of whom, his 
son William Drake Baring-Gould, died 
in 1966. 

statement as well. She wrote that she 
first heard of his death in a New York 
Times Book Review section which 
referred to him as “the late.” She wrote 
to the newspaper and they responded, 
advising his obituary appeared in the 
August 12, 1967 Times. Evelyn wrote:

He was so generous to us — and here 
I’m talking not so much about the 
dinner debacle [Ed. Note: The “dinner 
debacle” story was told in The Baker 
Street Journal Christmas Annual 2004] as 
the generous tone of his letters, lengthy 
and lively and humorous,  treating 
us like friends and real Sherlockians, 
sharing details of his life and writing 
and Sherlockian matters…As a group, 
though, we’ve never forgotten our first 
friend, which is why in May 1991 we 
invested not just John [Bennett Shaw], 
Peter [Blau], and Tom [Stix] as our 
greatest benefactors but also, posthu-
mously, William S. Baring-Gould.

The Journal of the Sherlock Holmes 
Society of London carried news of his 
passing, which Colin Prestige 
described as “the sad and sudden 
shock to his many friends… Too soon 
have we lost a dedicated Holmesian 
and a well-loved friend.” After praising 
both the man and his works, the essay 
ended with words that remain as true 
today as when they were written 
50 years ago.

 “As far as the Irregulars are 
concerned, Bill needs no 
physical monument; he will 
always remain in our minds 
and hearts.”

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Baring-Gould became interested in 
Sherlock Holmes when he was a 
young teenager. His first appearance in 
The Baker Street Journal was a preview 
of his chronology in Vol. 3, #1 and #2 
in 1948. He received the investiture 
of “The Gloria Scott” in 1952 from the 
Baker Street Irregulars and made fre-
quent presentations at the Irregulars’ 
dinners. He acted as a judge for the 
Morley-Montgomery Award numerous 
times, won the Morley-Montgomery 
Award himself, and was given the Two-
Shilling Award as well. His numerous 
writings are cited in Dick Sveum’s ac-
companying 50 Years Ago article.  

With all of his friendships and 
accomplishments, and anticipation of 
his soon to be published Annotated 
Sherlock Holmes, news of his death 
at the age of 54 on August 10, 1967 
came as a shock to those who knew 
him and knew of him. Peter Blau 
replied to my question about the initial 
reaction to the news. 

…the Sherlockian community 
was far less connected in the 
1960s than it now in the age of 
the Internet and such…some 
of the Sherlockian community 
would have the NYTimes obit, 
but most of the community 
would have learned of his death 
from the obit in the BSJ.

The “Stand with me here upon the 
terrace” appeared in the December 
1967 Baker Street Journal and began 
with the Julian Wolff’s statement that 
“It is not often that any organisation 
[sic] sustains as severe a loss as did 
the Irregulars when Bill Baring-Gould 
died…” It cited his knowledge, his 
life and career, the promise of what he 
would have accomplished but also his 
encouragement of young Sherlockians. 

Evelyn Herzog, Principal Unprin-
cipled Adventuress of The Adventur-
esses of Sherlock Holmes, confirms 
the accuracy of not just Julian Wolff’s 
“Stand with me here upon the terrace” 
and Baring-Gould’s encouragement of 
young Sherlockians, but Peter Blau’s 

Cheryll Fong, winner of the 2017 
Bryce L. Crawford Award, and Dick Sveum
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The March 2008 issue of this newslet-
ter featured an article about The Flag,
published in 1908, which benefitted
the Union Jack Club. One of the
entries in The Flag was Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle’s “The Grey Dress –
Unpublished Dialogue from ‘A Duet.’”

The following year, in 1909, The Press
Album was published to aid the
Journalists’ Orphan Fund, and as he
had done the previous year, Conan
Doyle stepped forward with a contri-
bution. The book, edited by Thomas
Catling and published by John Murray,
has an introductory note which gives
the history of the Fund. It began in
“1892 with a gift of £1,000 by the late
Lord Glenesk and £500 by the late Sir
John Willox…Working pressmen
throughout the country commenced
contributions, and in the same year
the first orphan was adopted.” The
reader is assured that “Every penny
contributed to the Fund, from its
beginning seventeen years ago, has
been devoted to the keep and educa-
tion of the orphans…Avoiding any
expenditure on bricks and mortar, the
principle laid down was that of saving
the child to its home and its home to
the child.” 

Thomas Catling edited The Press
Album. Born September 23, 1838, he
worked for Lloyd’s Weekly News, as a
compositor, writer, news editor from
1866 through 1884, then editor from
1884 through 1907. The Scoop
Database, subscription biographical
dictionary of British and Irish journal-
ists from the period of 1800 – 1950,
indicates he extended the circulation
of the paper beyond London and was
reputed to be the first to use the auto-

mobile for “journalistic purposes.”
Catling was active in the Institute of
Journalists and traveled extensively
through America, Canada, the Middle
East and Europe, including France
during World War I. He served as a
delegate to the Conference of the
International Association of Journalists
at Berlin in 1908, and later as
President of the British International
Society of Journalists during 1915. He
passed away on December 25, 1920.

Catling’s name also appears in con-
junction with The Savage Club of
London. Founded in 1857, the mem-
bers come from the worlds of art,
drama, law, literature, music or sci-
ence.  Former members have included
notables such as Charlie Chaplin,
Mark Twain, Wilkie Collins, James
McNeill Whistler, Sir Alexander
Fleming, W. S. Gilbert, Sir Henry
Irving, Dante Rossetti, Dylan Thomas,
Herbert Beerbohm Tree, Edgar
Wallace and Peter Ustinov. It is cur-
rently located at 1 Whitehall Place,
London and their website indicates it
“remains one of the leading Bohemian
Gentleman’s Clubs in London.” 

In 1882, the Prince of Wales, later
Edward VII, became an honorary
member of the Club. He enjoyed the
atmosphere and suggested that a
masonic lodge would be a good addi-
tion to the facilities. On December 3,
1886, Catling wrote to the Grand
Secretary of United Grand Lodge,
enclosing an “imposing group of peti-
tioners,” proposing that a new lodge
be founded for the approximately
25% of the membership who were
Masons. On January 18, 1887, The
Savage Club Lodge was consecrated at
Freemasons’ Hall and Sir Henry Irving
was invested as Treasurer. There is no
longer a formal connection between
the Lodge and the Club.

After his retirement from Lloyd’s
Weekly News, Catling undertook the
editing task for The Press Album. The

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections2

table of contents for this 224 page
illustrated book includes works by
Alfred Noyes, Arthur Morrison,
Rosamund Marriott-Watson, Eden
Phillpotts, John Galsworthy, F. Anstey
and Jerome K. Jerome, to name but a
few of the contributors. Page 20 fea-
tures the poem “By the North Sea” by
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is a short
poem, and there is a facsimile of the
last stanza as written by Conan Doyle.

Her cheek was wet with North Sea spray,
We walked where tide and shingle meet,
The long waves rolled from far away
To purr in ripples at our feet.
And as we walked it seemed to me
That three old friends had met that day:
The old old sky, the old old sea,
And love, which is as old as they.

Out seaward hung the brooding mist,
We saw it rolling, fold on fold,
And marked the great Sun Alchemist
Turn all its leaden edge to gold.
Look well, look well, oh lady mine!
The grey below, the gold above;
For so the greyest life may shine
All golden in the light of love.

The Press Album added over £1000 to
the Institute of Journalists Orphan
Fund.

Christy Allen, who contributes fre-
quently to the ConanDoyle (ACD) list
on the Internet, is interested in Conan
Doyle’s poetry. She wrote:

I’ve tried to do some research about
the poem proper and how/why it
was written, but have come up
empty.

What I did learn was that it was
almost certainly written when Jean
was pregnant with Denis (who was
born in March of 1909, just one
month before The Press Book was
published).

According to Doyle’s own correspon-
dence (from A Life in Letters), this
was a worrisome time. Jean was
pregnant with her first child at age
34 and Doyle was worried about her
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health during and after the pregnan-
cy. This certainly would explain the
somewhat sombre tone of the poem. 
The use of the word “lady” in the last
stanza seems to strongly
suggest that it was written to/for
Lady Jean. 

Also, the fact that they were expect-
ing their first child may have
influenced Doyle’s decision to con-
tribute to The Press Book in the
first place. Being a father himself, I’m
sure he could easily empathize with
the fatherless children which would
benefit from the sale of the volume.

Finally, Doyle wrote a poem about
orphans which was published in
Songs of the Road, just a few pages
after “By the North Sea.” It was
called “The Orphanage” and is repro-
duced below.

I wonder, perhaps, if he was think-
ing of the Orphan’s Fund when he
wrote this?

The Orphanage

When, ere the tangled web is reft,
The kid-gloved villain scowls and sneers,
And hapless innocence is left
With no assets save sighs and tears,
’Tis then, just then,  that in there stalks
The hero, watchful of her needs,
He talks! Great heavens, how he talks
But we forgive him, for his deeds.

Life is the drama here to-day
And Death the villain of the plot.
It is a realistic play;
Shall it end well or shall it not
The hero? Oh, the hero’s part
Is vacant—to be played by you.
Then act it well! An orphan’s heart
May beat the lighter if you do.

Christy Allen and Julie McKuras

References: 
http://www.scoop-
database.com/bio/catling_thomas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savage_Club
http://www.savageclub.com/

100 Years Ago...Continued from Page 2

Continued on page 7

never the same for Francine; she
missed sharing their interests and most
of all, she missed his companionship.
And when she passed away, their
friends had the same reaction as people
had when George Burns died; his pass-
ing meant that he was together with
Gracie again.

Francine Morris Swift, ever the librari-
an, planned to donate her Sherlockian
collection to The Sherlock Holmes
Collections. Sadly, her death in
October 2007 meant her collection,
which she amassed with her beloved
Wayne, was ready to move to
Minnesota. Boxes of books, pho-
tographs, ephemera and even a giant

stuffed rat now adorn the Collections.
Our thanks go to Peter Blau, not only
for writing about his friends Wayne
and Francine but also for helping with
the packing and mailing of the many,
many boxes.

John Bergquist has provided us with a
look at Leaves from The Copper Beeches,
and its interesting authors and editors,
published 50 years ago. I’d like to
thank Christy Allen for providing
information about Conan Doyle’s poet-
ry as featured in our 100 Years Ago
column. Dick Sveum updates us on the
status of the drive for the E.W.
McDiarmid Curatorship.
It’s gratifying to receive notes from

readers and other interested parties,
and this issue features two of those:
Georgina Doyle, author of Out of the
Shadows: The Untold Story of Arthur
Conan Doyle’s First Family, read Dick
Sveum’s article from December 2008
with a careful eye and has corrected a
date. Soren Eversoll, an honored visitor
to the Collections last year, continues
his interest in Sherlock Holmes,
according to a note sent by his mother.

So it’s business as usual at The
Sherlock Holmes Collections, for
which we are all thankful.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Musings...Continued from Page 4
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The Annotated Sherlock Holmes

I can date my becoming a Sherlockian 
to August 1979 when I used money 
from my first paycheck as an intern to 
purchase the boxed two volume  
Annotated Sherlock Holmes for $29.95 
from the University of Wisconsin 
Bookstore. It was the most I had ever 
spent on book. I still have the green 
dust covers and box despite heavy 
use. It opened a world of scholarship 
that continues to this day. As a book 
collector, I now know that it was an 
eighteenth printing but a treasure that 
rivals all my subsequent acquisitions.

The Annotated Sherlock Holmes by 
William S. Baring-Gould was pub-
lished in 1967, fifty years ago. Sadly 
this magnum opus came out after the 
author’s death, on August 10, 1967 at 
age 54. His widow, Ceil Baring-Gould, 
obtained the copyright, and the text 
of the Sherlock Holmes stories were 
printed by permission of the Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle Estate and by arrange-
ment with John Murray (Publishers) 
Ltd. of London and Doubleday & 
Company, Inc., New York. The 
Annotated was published by Clarkson 
N. Potter, Inc., New York who also 
published Baring-Gould’s Sherlock 
Holmes of Baker Street (1962), The 
Lure of the Limerick (1962) and The 
Annotated Mother Goose, which was 
co-authored with Ceil. The Chronologi-
cal Holmes was self-published by 
William Baring-Gould in 1955.

The Sherlock Holmes Collections has 
many copies of the Annotated including 
the 1968 first British by John Murray 
in two volumes with red dust cov-
ers (£15) and the single volume blue 

and peace.” Sadly Anthony Boucher 
(William Anthony Parker White) died 
three months later on April 29, 1968 
at age 57.

Leslie Klinger, the editor of The New 
Annotated Sherlock Holmes, noted that 
he did it standing on the shoulders of 
Baring-Gould’s monumental work.
“What’s especially amazing about 
Baring-Gould’s work is that (a) he did 
it before computers (no word process-
ing, no Internet), (b) he did it without 
the aid of DeWaal’s bibliography, and 
(c) he did it without having his 
Annotated Sherlock Holmes to start 
with, as I did!”  Klinger goes on, “I’ve 
also said that Baring-Gould’s work is 
what hooked me on Sherlockiana in 
the first place. It wasn’t just the stories 
that thrilled me – it was the ‘endlessly 
delicious minutiae’ that he pointed out 
and the first glimpse of the vast world 
of Sherlockian scholarship. Back in 
the late 1960s, when I read Baring-
Gould (in law school), I fantasized that 
someday, when I was old and retired 
(first part accomplished) I might get to 
be the person who updated his work, 
so it was a dream come true to actually 
get to do that!”

Richard Sveum, MD, BSI

covered 1992 edition ($75) by Wing 
Books, a Random House Company by 
arrangement with Clarkson N. Potter. 
My favorite held in the Collections is 
Vincent Starrett’s copy, a first edition 
with his signature and check marks by 
his own listings in the references called 
by Baring-Gould “Some of the Writings 
about the Writings.” Laid into Starrett’s 
copy was a letter addressed to “Mem-
ber of the Baker Street Irregulars” on 
Clarkson N. Potter, Inc. stationary of-
fering a free examination privilege and 
a prospectus and BSI order form ($25) 
with publisher paying postage. 

John Bennett Shaw’s copy appears well 
worn while Howard Haycraft’s copy 
is in near fine condition, both with 
their bookplates. Shaw’s working copy 
had laid into both volumes two pages, 
an alphabetical index to the adven-
tures and a general subject index to 
the expository essays, both prepared 
by Dean Dickensheet and published 
(mimeographed) by The Vermissa 
Herald in 1968.

The New York Times Book Review on 
January 21, 1968 had a cover review 
titled “Baker Street Immortal” by 
Anthony Boucher (“Mr. Boucher, a 
long-time student of the Holmesian 
canon, conducts the Criminals at Large 
column in the Book Review”). Boucher 
points out the collection acutely needs 
an alphabetical index of titles. In the 
review it is noted that “80 years ago 
in 1887 Sherlock Holmes entered the 
world of letters” and his immortality 
extends both ways. Boucher notes, “All 
this Sherlockian enthusiasm became 
informally formalized some 30 years 
ago, through the creation of the Baker 
Street Irregulars, which came into 
being through Christopher Morley’s 
column in The Saturday Review of Lit-
erature.” The review concludes, “Since 
this noble compendium should remain 
in print for all the foreseeable future, 
let us hope that later editions will 
come closer to the perfect book that 
should honor the memory of Sherlock 
Holmes, John Hamish Watson and Ar-
thur Conan Doyle and William Sabine 
[sic] Baring-Gould – to whom, glory 

The Singular Case of Sherlock Holmes 
in Minnesota
The November 29, 2017 “The Singular 
Case of Sherlock Holmes in Minne-
sota” featuring Curator Tim Johnson 
and author Larry Millett was originally 
planned for a small group of attendees. 
Reservations soon exceeded the size 
of the room and the presentation was 
moved to a larger classroom. Despite 
the fact that the larger classroom holds 
360, the reservations again exceeded 
the seating for this event, part of The 
University of Minnesota Libraries 
ongoing lectures. It seems that 
Mr. Holmes is very popular at the 
University.

Wendy Pradt Lougee, University 
Librarian and Dean of Libraries, 
welcomed the capacity crowd and gave 
a brief and interesting background of 
Holmes. Tim Johnson then focused 
on Holmes in Minnesota, giving a 
more detailed history of how the 
Sherlock Holmes Collections came to 
the University Library. He stressed the 
importance of the five founders of The 
Norwegian Explorers and the part that 
they, and the Explorers, have played in 
building and supporting the Collec-
tions. He went on to talk about the 
various donated collections, indicating 
that the Philip and Mary Kahler Hench 
donation exerted a “gravitational 
pull” on others. John Bennett Shaw 
felt that pull and “twisted his friends’ 
arms” to influence them to follow in 
his footsteps in donating his massive 
collection. 

Larry Millett, the former St. Paul Pio-
neer Press journalist who specialized in 
architecture, discussed how he initially 
decided to bring Sherlock Holmes 
to Minnesota in his first book of the 
series, Sherlock Holmes and the Red 
Demon (1996). From that beginning 
through to his most current book, 
Millett spoke about combining his 
background and interests in architec-
tural history, Minnesota history and 
fiction to construct a story which gives 
readers a sense of the world as it was, 
especially in the 1890s Twin Cities. 

He makes a point to mix real people 
with fictional characters as well as 
actual events with imagined ones. His 
latest book, Sherlock Holmes and the 
Eisendorf Enigma (2017), takes place 
when 66 year-old Holmes visits the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester due to 
pulmonary problems. 

A lively question and answer period 
followed with questions directed to 
both Tim and Larry. When asked about 
the continuing appeal of Holmes, 
Tim noted how much is being 
currently written; “fan fiction has 
exploded.” Larry wrapped up the eve-
ning telling the audience that bringing 
Holmes to Minnesota has been fun as 
the detective never fails to engage the 
imagination. Such was the case when 
Larry wrote his first books, sitting in 
his upper level study and looking out 
at St. Paul’s own Baker Street. 

A reception and signing followed the 
presentation and certainly confirmed 
the fact that Sherlock Holmes is 
exceeding popular both at the 
University of Minnesota and through-
out the state of Minnesota as well.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Larry Millett and Tim Johnson
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Francine and Wayne Swift
By Peter E. Blau, ASH, BSI

Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 111, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters,
we would appreciate being informed of changes
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu

t has been said that marriages between two Sherlockians are the most permanent.
Many Sherlockians have found it easy enough to persuade a spouse to enjoy the
Sherlockian world, but when two people who already are Sherlockians marry they
will sooner or later merge their collections, as well as their lives. And there is no

custody battle, whether over the car, the house, the pets, or the children, that can possi-
bly match the difficulty of dividing a collection that has no duplicates.

So for two Sherlockians it’s a matter only of the better, and never the worse. That cer-
tainly was true of Wayne B. Swift and Francine Morris, who were Sherlockians when
they met for the first time. Francine started her Sherlockian life in Texas, where she was
a librarian; she founded The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the

American Library Association, and
was one of the founders of The
Practical, But Limited, Geologists at
an informal luncheon in the Zodiac
Room at Nieman Marcus in Dallas.
When she moved to Washington she
quickly became a member of The
Red Circle, and was one of the ring-
leaders in planning the society’s full-
fledged costume party at the
National Press Club.

Wayne was from Nebraska, an elec-
trical engineer and a teacher, and an
early convert to the world of com-

puters. When he moved to Washington he decided to take an adult-education course in
Sherlock Holmes at a local community college and soon attended his first Sherlockian
function, a running of The Silver Blaze (Southern Division) at Pimlico Race Track in
Maryland, where he and Francine quickly discovered they shared more than an interest
in Sherlock Holmes. They courted , and wed, and had many happy years together, shar-
ing a multitude of interests, Sherlockian and otherwise.

Wayne became a member of The Baker Street Irregulars in 1978 (as “The Giant Rat of
Sumatra”). Francine became a member of The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes in
1977 (as “Hatty Doran”) and was honored by the BSI as The Woman in 1983, and
awarded her Irregular Shilling and Investiture in 1994 (as “The Wigmore Street Post

Continued on page 6

I

bottle of Courvoisier plus one fifth of
New Jersey cognac, with the note: ‘Tell
the bartender to serve the Courvoisier
first. Then by the time the Sons get to
the New Jersey cognac, they may not
spot the difference’” (250). Today,
Lellenberg says of Starr, “I’m convinced
that Julian Wolff [who took over leader-
ship of the Baker Street Irregulars under
the title “Commissionaire” after Smith’s
untimely death in 1960] would have
retired as Commissionaire sooner than he
did if Bill Starr had not died at a some-
what early age in 1976 and had been
around in the early ’80s to take over.”

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was par-
tially financed by contributions from
members of the Sons, who are listed in
the acknowledgments. In his memoir of

the history of the scion mentioned earlier,
Thomas Hart reports that a publication
fund was established as early as 1952
(with the princely sum of $4.00.) Hart, as
treasurer of the Publication Committee,
goes on to apologize to the membership
for “his many exhortations for funds, and
many stern admonitions against failure,
made at meetings” over the years.

Illustration by H.W. Starr, captioned “The appeal
for the Publication Fund,” printed in Jon

Lellenberg’s Irregular Crises of the Late ’Forties

(New York, 1999)

The physical book is an interesting
artifact in itself, featuring quarter bind-
ing with textured morocco-colored
endpapers of the same stock as the
covers.

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was fol-
lowed up by a second volume, More
Leaves from The Copper Beeches, in
1976. The Sons are still flourishing as
an active scion society; perhaps some-
day we will be able to look forward to
a third volume.

John Bergquist, BSI

50 Years Ago...Continued from Page 3

P
h

ot
o 

co
u

rt
es

y 
of

 T
h

e 
Sh

er
lo

ck
 

H
ol

m
es

 C
ol

le
ct

io
n

s

Wayne and Francine Swift

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made 
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of From
Peter Blau Arthur E.F. Wiese Jr.
Fred Levin Cliff Goldfarb

In Memory Of From
Paul Churchill John Baesch and Evelyn Herzog
Paul Churchill Thomas Drucker
Paul Churchill Warren Randall
Joseph Gillies Michael Kean
Allen Mackler Patricia Nelson
Allen Mackler Once Upon A Crime Mystery Bookstore
Allen Mackler Philip Swiggum
Beatrice McCaffrie John Lockwood
E.W. McDiarmid Michael Brahmey
E.W. McDiarmid Jim DeLeo
E.W. McDiarmid Jeffrey Klaus
E. W. McDiarmid Peter Klaus
Robert Pattrick Vincent Brosnan
Jan Stauber Alexian Gregory
Jan Stauber Francine and Richard Kitts
Tom Stix Karen Anderson
Dr. Richard Sturtz William Sturtz
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For the Sake of the Trust
by Ray Riethmeier

Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 111, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters, 
we would appreciate being informed of changes 
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu

very year the Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections at the University of 
Minnesota gathers for its annual membership meeting at which the officers 
report on the status of the organization, the members elect their leadership 
for the next year, and a special guest speaks on a relevant topic of interest to 
those assembled. It’s 

an opportunity for the group to 
remember that we are more than 
just supporters of the extensive 
collections held by the univer-
sity, but to interact in a way 
that reminds us that we are a 
premier Sherlockian organiza-
tion of fans and, as the name 
indicates, friends. This year’s 
speaker touched on both of 
those elements in his discussion 
of another Sherlockian entity 
that serves many of the same 
functions as the Friends group, 
and we learned how the two 
organizations can work together 
to further our common goals.

Roughly 30 individuals were 
in attendance for this year’s an-
nual meeting, held at the Elmer 
Andersen Library on Tuesday, 
September 16, 2017. The guest 
speaker was Andrew Solberg, 
Chairman of The Baker Street 
Irregulars Trust, who gave a 
presentation about the history 
and work of the Trust, and the 
ways in which it relates to the 
Friends group.
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Continued on page 6

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have 
made contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of     From
Peter Bailey     Tanya Bailey
The 40th Anniversary of the Japan 
Sherlock Holmes Club     Mike and Julie McKuras
Sandy Kozinn     Thomas Drucker
Julie McKuras’s twenty years of service 
with this newsletter     Mike McKuras
Julie McKuras     Andy Solberg
Susan Rice     Bill VandeWater
Monica Schmidt     Richard Caplan
Dick Sveum’s hard work     George Hubbs

In Memory Of     From
June K. Berg     Stanton O. Berg
Ted Bergman, BSI     Mattias Boström
Vincent Brosnan     Bob Hess
Mary Campbell     Bruce Aikin
Jim Duval     Ralph Hall
Cameron Hollyer     George Vanderburgh
C. Frederick Kittle     Ann Kittle
Kevin Kronquist     Larry Czarnecki
Charles Lockwood     John Lockwood
Johanna Reiter     Gary Reiter
Gordon Speck     Ed Weiss
Len Wein     Jeffory Hart

Andy Solberg, BSI
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