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While it appears that Bob Hahn
was the author, I was remiss in not
clarifying John Nieminski’s role in
the production of The Adventure of the
Copper’s Breeches.
		
Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI
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For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu
Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 111, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455
Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters,
we would appreciate being informed of changes
of address or other corrections.
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Because of the high cost of returned newsletters,
we would appreciate being informed of changes
of address or other corrections.
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I

t has been said that marriages between two Sherlockians are the most permanent.
Many Sherlockians have found it easy enough to persuade a spouse to enjoy the
Sherlockian world, but when two people who already are Sherlockians marry they
will sooner or later merge their collections, as well as their lives. And there is no
custody battle, whether over the car, the house, the pets, or the children, that can possibly match the difficulty of dividing a collection that has no duplicates.
So for two Sherlockians it’s a matter only of the better, and never the worse. That certainly was true of Wayne B. Swift and Francine Morris, who were Sherlockians when
they met for the first time. Francine started her Sherlockian life in Texas, where she was
a librarian; she founded The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the
American Library Association, and
was one of the founders of The
Practical, But Limited, Geologists at
an informal luncheon in the Zodiac
Room at Nieman Marcus in Dallas.
When she moved to Washington she
quickly became a member of The
Red Circle, and was one of the ringleaders in planning the society’s fullfledged costume party at the
National Press Club.
Photo courtesy of The Sherlock
Holmes Collections

Illustration by H.W. Starr, captioned “The appeal
for the Publication Fund,” printed in Jon
Lellenberg’s Irregular Crises of the Late ’Forties
(New York, 1999)

Wayne was from Nebraska, an electrical engineer and a teacher, and an
Wayne and Francine Swift
early convert to the world of computers. When he moved to Washington he decided to take an adult-education course in
Sherlock Holmes at a local community college and soon attended his first Sherlockian
function, a running of The Silver Blaze (Southern Division) at Pimlico Race Track in
Maryland, where he and Francine quickly discovered they shared more than an interest
in Sherlock Holmes. They courted , and wed, and had many happy years together, sharing a multitude of interests, Sherlockian and otherwise.
Wayne became a member of The Baker Street Irregulars in 1978 (as “The Giant Rat of
Sumatra”). Francine became a member of The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes in
1977 (as “Hatty Doran”) and was honored by the BSI as The Woman in 1983, and
awarded her Irregular Shilling and Investiture in 1994 (as “The Wigmore Street Post
Continued on page 6
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Most Idle Companion) was content to piece together the title.

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
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the Collections

In Memory Of
From
Kathy Moran					Douglas Moran
Murray Shaw					Ms. Madeleine Lucien-Brun
Janice Stauber					Alexian Gregory
Gerald Wachs					Leslie S. Klinger
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Francine and Wayne Swift

In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

The sheets were taken over by A.
Con and O. Yle, otherwise known
as Bob Hahn and John Nieminski,
and the former deciphered the
story while the latter (long
accustomed to the role of

In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.
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The Sub-Librarians Turn 50
with Help from the
University of Minnesota
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A Letter to the Editor

Sincerely yours,
Paul “the Nitpicker” Herbert

John Bergquist, BSI

50 Years Ago

Karl Krejci-Graf died in Frankfurt am Main on 8 August 1986. The March 1987 Baker Street Journal carried his “Stand Upon
the Terrace” written by John Bennett Shaw. Shaw wrote “The only Irregular in Germany, he had contributed many scholarly articles on Holmesian subjects. He was a noted geological scientist and a professor at the Goethe University, in Frankfort, where
he had taught until a few months before his death. He is survived by his wife, Hanna, and five children. He was not only a
scholar in his profession and in Sherlockiana; he was a gentleman and a friend.”

Dear Julie,
In the recent issue of Friends of
Sherlock Holmes Collections credit
is given to Bob Hahn as the author
of The Adventure of the Copper’s
Breeches. In Ron de Waal’s bibiographies, John Nieminski is listed as
a co-author but he is omitted from
your article. Which is incorrect?

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was followed up by a second volume, More
Leaves from The Copper Beeches, in
1976. The Sons are still flourishing as
an active scion society; perhaps someday we will be able to look forward to
a third volume.

Remembrances

appeared in the BSJ. He wrote that any discrepancies in Dr. Watson’s reporting were simply superficial and “were not brought
into agreement with each other or the rest of the stories. Nothing is more difficult than to be a consistent liar. Dr. Watson’s
honesty always prevails against his rather ingenuous attempts at camouflage.” Instead, those inconsistencies are due to the
fact that Watson was a “born but untutored dramatist.” Krejci-Graf was listed as “Emeritus Professor of Geology, University of
Frankfort.” He was a frequent contributor of notices and letters to the editor to the Journal. In 1967 he received the investiture
of “Baron Gruner, the Austrian.”

I personally prefer to think of Paul
as one with a discerning attention to
detail rather than a nitpicker. Reading his note, I realize the article in
the June issue was incomplete, and
I’d like to rectify that. In the back of
the pastiche is a typed note about the
discovery of the manuscript and the
foolscap document Hahn supposedly
received. In part it reads:

The physical book is an interesting
artifact in itself, featuring quarter binding with textured morocco-colored
endpapers of the same stock as the
covers.

By Peter E. Blau, ASH, BSI
Leaves from The Copper Beeches was partially financed by contributions from
members of the Sons, who are listed in
the acknowledgments. In his memoir of

8

In our June issue this year, our 50
Years Ago column featured a pastiche
written by Bob Hahn. Paul Herbert,
BSI sent an email to me on July 8
about this article.

the history of the scion mentioned earlier,
Thomas Hart reports that a publication
fund was established as early as 1952
(with the princely sum of $4.00.) Hart, as
treasurer of the Publication Committee,
goes on to apologize to the membership
for “his many exhortations for funds, and
many stern admonitions against failure,
made at meetings” over the years.

HE

bottle of Courvoisier plus one fifth of
New Jersey cognac, with the note: ‘Tell
the bartender to serve the Courvoisier
first. Then by the time the Sons get to
the New Jersey cognac, they may not
spot the difference’” (250). Today,
Lellenberg says of Starr, “I’m convinced
that Julian Wolff [who took over leadership of the Baker Street Irregulars under
the title “Commissionaire” after Smith’s
untimely death in 1960] would have
retired as Commissionaire sooner than he
did if Bill Starr had not died at a somewhat early age in 1976 and had been
around in the early ’80s to take over.”

T

50 Years Ago...Continued from Page 3

50 Years Ago… Continued from Page 2
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The Sub-Librarians Turn 50 with Help
from the University of Minnesota
By Marsha Pollak, ASH, BSI

T

he oldest profession-oriented scion society dedicated to Sherlock Holmes
celebrated its 50th anniversary this summer, with Tim Johnson, the
E.W. McDiarmid Curator at the University of Minnesota, serving as the
group’s featured speaker.

Johnson addressed the SubLibrarians of the Baker Street
Irregulars in the American
Library Association in Chicago
at the national library group’s
annual June conference. This
was not Tim’s first appearance
before the group. Fifteen years
ago he addressed the SubLibrarians and the Confederates
of Wisteria Lodge in Atlanta,
talking about “The Hound
Underground: Sherlockian
Exploits in a State-of-the-Art
Library Facility.”
In Chicago, Tim gave the group
“A View from the Sherlock
Holmes Collections at the
University of Minnesota,” with
an update of the collections,
including the question how
should one handle preserving
the material generated online
from the new generation of fans.
The Sub-Librarians date back
to 1967 when founders
John Bennett Shaw and Howard Haycraft conceived the idea of a Sherlockian library
group during the Baker Street Irregulars dinner that January. A preeminent and beloved
Continued on page 6
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The Sub-Librarians… Continued from Page 1
Sherlockian, Shaw had many interests.
Luckily for the Sub-Librarians, he was
involved with many library boards,
with the Tulsa City-County Library
System and the Notre Dame Library
Advisory Council. Haycraft was a
Sherlockian too, but was better known
in the Library world as President and
Chairman of the H.W. Wilson Company, publishers of library reference
books. He was also an authority on
detective fiction, and wrote the classic
history of the detective story, Murder for
Pleasure, published in 1941.
The first gathering was in June 1967
during the annual meeting of the American Library Association in San Francisco. Hosted by Shaw and Haycraft, those
in the library profession met with local
Sherlockians from the Scowrers and
Molly Maguires – at the Hong Kong
and Shanghai Bank Building. That
became the annual tradition – library
staff from all over the country mingling
and having fun talking about Sherlock

A Note from the Podium

Holmes with local scion societies during the ALA’s annual conference.
At the group’s second meeting in
Kansas City, Missouri, tribute was paid
to a specific member of the library
profession mentioned in the Sherlockian Canon – Lomax, the Sub-Librarian
of the London Library. He became the
patron of the group.

But who is a Sub-Librarian today? The
answer is anyone in the library profession or with a connection to libraries,
who has an interest in Sherlock Holmes
and comes to one of the meetings.
There are no dues or membership lists.
In this past 50 years the Sub-Librarians
have followed ALA to cities all over the
United States and into Canada, enjoying eminent speakers, rousing songs,
clever toasts and poems.

The Sub-Librarians take their name
from the Sherlock Holmes story where
Lomax appears: The Adventure of the
Illustrious Client. Just to refresh your
memories, this is the story where
Holmes tries to prevent the marriage of
Violet de Merville with the evil Baron
Gruner. As part of his plan, Holmes
asks Watson to “spend the next twentyfour hours in an intensive study of Chinese pottery.” Watson, proving what a
good library patron he must be, goes to
the London Library and “put the matter
to my friend Lomax, the sub-librarian,
and departed to my room with a goodly
volume under my arm.”

Much of the Sub-Librarians history
can be found in the Sherlock Holmes
Collections at the University of Minnesota. The John Bennett Shaw collection
there has several folders related to the
Sub-Librarians, in addition to other
materials donated by Ray Gnat. If you
are planning a trip to Minnesota, you
can make arrangements to go to the
University and see these Sub-Librarian
archival materials among all the other
treasures there.

So, what were some of those observations and unorthodox thoughts?
Following Holmesian custom, I framed
my commentary around two quotations from A Study in Scarlet:
“We have been hearing Gregson’s view of the matter,” Holmes
observed. “Would you mind letting us know what you have seen
and done?”

The Adventure of the Blankenship Box(es)

Our conversations led to the question, “Don’t you find that our spouses
[partners] are either co-conspirators in
the pursuit of Holmes or enablers?” I
suspect it is a fine line. Barbara shared
that she and Marshall would scout out
second hand bookstores, flea markets
and the like for Sherlock Holmes material and that Marshall would assess
what she had found, (sounds a little
like how we work, too). Their daugh-
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ter, Katherine, shared with me
that she read to her dad as his
illness increased, starting with
A Study in Scarlet. By doing so,
her father’s puzzling retirement
obsession was understood now,
and a shared enjoyment of
Watson’s stories about a certain
consulting detective has become
a treasured memory.
Sherlockian moments are not
the ones with a telling stain and
magnifying glass in hand. They
are the ones where friendships
blossom on the green between
strangers, acquaintances, and within
families. Thank you, Barbara, for your
commitment to bringing Marshall’s collection to the University of Minnesota
and for sharing part of your day with us!

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections

Cheryll Fong
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s you read in the last issue of
our newsletter, The Sherlock
Holmes Collections received
the Marshall Blankenship, MD
Collection from Barbara Blankenship.
We’ve been working on the Blankenship collection (24+ boxes), and this
week we were pleased to show Barbara
and her daughter the status of his
collection thus far: re-boxed, sorted,
labeled, and ready for inventorying.

Tim Johnson, Cheryll Fong,
Barbara Blankenship, and Julie McKuras

T

he American Library Association’s 2017 program listing
summed it up. “All fans of
mystery and crime fiction are
invited to join the Sub-Librarians for
its 41st (irregular) annual gathering.
Timothy J. Johnson, E.W. McDiarmid
Curator of the Sherlock Holmes Collections at the University of Minnesota, will offer some observations
(and, perhaps, heretical thoughts) to
the assembled mysterians on various
aspects of the Holmesian world as
seen from his perch in Minneapolis.
This smorgasbord of Sherlockian food
for thought will include ponderings
on Conan Doyle’s relationship to his
work, the current state of Holmesian
fandom, and recent Sherlockian media
manifestations including BBC’s ‘Sherlock’ and CBS’s ‘Elementary.’”

“Surely no man would work
so hard or attain such precise
information unless he had some
definite end in view.”
I wanted my talk to touch on the work
we do at the Sherlock Holmes Collections, with specific attention given to
recent fandom experiences in Seattle,
Atlanta, and Batavia, Illinois.
In Batavia, thanks to an invitation from
George Scheetz, I spoke at the public
library as part of their New Lyceum
Lecture Series. Here, I spent some time
pondering Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s
relationship to his work, especially
his feelings about Mr. Holmes. I am
still amazed that Doyle contemplated

killing off his literary hero six years
after creation. Equally curious, I find it
suggestive that Doyle found inspiration
for such literary extermination while
traveling across Switzerland in the
company of what we might characterize as a group of non-conformist (i.e.
not Anglican) ministers. If Holmes was
“becoming such a burden to me that
it makes my life unbearable,” as the
Reverend Henry Lunn recalled Doyle’s
state of mind at the time, then we
shouldn’t be surprised at the outcome.
What startles us is the lighthearted
manner in which the suggestion is
made by Silas Hocking, another member of this band of traveling clergy.
“If you are determined on making an
end of Holmes, why not bring him out
to Switzerland and drop him down
a crevasse? It would save on funeral
expenses.”
Doyle, I suggested, remained conflicted
about his literary creation. As evidence,
I pointed to the author’s mistreatment
of The Hound of the Baskervilles manuscript eight years later. Instead of carefully binding the manuscript and, perhaps offering it as a gift to a friend or
family member as was his practice, he
allowed the Hound script to go to his
American publisher, who in turn handed it over to an advertising company,
who dismembered the manuscript and
used individual pages in advertising
boards, distributed to bookstores far
and wide, announcing the latest and
greatest Holmes adventure to eager
readers. As a result, that manuscript
will never, ever be reassembled for us
to study and enjoy. It is a treasure, lost
in part to the ages, because its creator
continued to be a bit irritated about all
the attention his creation, Mr. Holmes,
received, instead of himself as author.
This was exacerbated further by the
dawning of the Baker Street Irregulars
in 1934 and their pseudo-scholarly
conceit that Dr. Watson was the author
of most of the tales (Holmes himself
being the other author) and that Conan

Doyle was merely the literary agent.
With Doyle’s passing in 1930 the situation became even more complex as
Sir Arthur’s surviving sons, Adrian and
Denis, did everything in their power to
protect (and enhance) the reputation of
their father.
In Batavia, I concluded that the relationship between Doyle and Holmes is
more complex than many are aware,
or give credit, and that we often forget
(or are unaware) of the massive body
of work created by Doyle, beyond
Holmes, for which Doyle eagerly
wished attention and readership. I am
quite certain that we have not heard
the last about Doyle’s views on his
consulting detective, or on his proper
place in the pantheon of British writers.
In Seattle and Atlanta, sometimes in
the company of our assistant curator,
Cheryll Fong, we attempted to get a
read on the current state of Sherlockian fandom. As reported in earlier
issues of this newsletter, those visits
proved revelatory. Amidst the tension
between older, self-styled “devotees”
and the newer fans, we found a massively creative and diverse community.
Our attention now is on strengthening
relationships with this community,
meeting authors and creators of other
works and gaining their trust and interest in us, and contemplating what it
might mean to collect works produced
primarily in electronic formats, in anonymity, on platforms possibly beyond
our capacity to archive, and within
communities foreign to our previous
experience. Cheryll and I shared some
of our musings in an article produced
for a special Sherlockian edition of the
online journal Transformative Works and
Cultures. The explosive creative growth
of this community, especially in the
past decade, and with a new generation of Holmes fans, presents archival
challenges unlike anything seen before
by professional librarians, curators,
or archivists working in a Sherlockian
Continued on page 7
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From the President

I

hope that you can attend the Annual Membership Meeting of the
Friends of the Sherlock Holmes
Collections on September 26,
2017. The keynote address will be
given by Andrew Solberg, the Chairman of the Baker Street Irregulars
Trust. It will also be my last meeting
as your president. After twenty years
I will not be on the ballot as a presidential candidate but plan to run as an
at-large member of the board.
On August 7, 2017 we held a board
retreat for strategic planning. In addition to succession planning for board
leadership we confirmed our vision,

An Update from the Collections
“to become the World Center for the
study and appreciation of Sherlock
Holmes and his world.” We also
discussed that next twenty years and
how The Sherlock Holmes Collections
will look in 2037. Andersen Library
is currently being renovated, with the
reading room and offices moving to the
lower level, as The University of Minnesota’s Drive Campaign has set a goal
of raising 18 million dollars for the
libraries. The Sherlock Holmes Collections will be starting two new funds to
support new initiatives in Digitization
and Preservation as well as Outreach
and Engagement. We also are planning
to increase the size of the board by

S

recruiting board members to represent
Youth and Scholars who use the collections. We confirmed our intent to
continue to sponsor a conference every
three years and have started to plan
our next one for August 9-11, 2019.

ince we last met on these pages,
the Libraries’ staff have fully
engaged our summer schedules
and routines. Our focus or emphasis changes a bit with fewer students
around campus. During summer months
we greet a number of visiting researchers,
tackle larger projects, attend annual conferences, and prepare for fall semester.

Please attend our next Annual Membership Meeting to hear more good
news and consider a donation of
material or money today; don’t feel like
you need wait. Thanks again to all our
friends who contribute to the Sherlock
Holmes Collections, helping us preserve Sherlock Holmes and his world.

An added wrinkle this summer is the
presence of construction workers,
architects, and related trades as our
renovation projects to Andersen Library
move into high gear. About six or seven
months from now we will have a new
reading room, a second exhibition
gallery, and a high tech classroom. All
of these will be located on the ground
floor of the library. Our office will also
move to this floor. We will still have a
view of the Mississippi bluffs, along with
surrounding flora and fauna, but our
windows will offer a slightly different
perspective on the outside world. Down
below in the caverns, we are adding
two new rare book vaults by reclaiming
space formerly used as workrooms and
offices. It is a season of change.

Richard J. Sveum, MD, BSI

Musings

Many people, when writing any type
of article or book, take time to acknowledge those who helped them.
I have to give a huge thank you to

Marcus Geisser, BSI. The Wikipedia
page, one of the very few sources I
could find on Krejci-Graf, is only
available in German, and Marcus took
time from his busy work and conference planning schedule to translate
the page for me. Fellow geologist
Peter Blau wrote “Karl was a geologist
. . . and a fine one. We corresponded
often, but never met...The Friends of
Sherlock Holmes still meet twice a year
for drinks and dinner in honor of the
world’s first forensic geologist.”
Enclosed with this issue you’ll find a
letter from President Dick Sveum and
a remittance envelope. Your generosity
over the years has been deeply appreciated, and we hope you will continue to
support the Collections.
Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Photo by Julie McKuras

M

y thanks go to Marsha
Pollak and Tim Johnson
for giving us such excellent
coverage of the Sub-Librarians recent meeting on the occasion
of the group’s fiftieth anniversary. Tim
has also updated us on the upcoming
plans and recent happenings in The
Sherlock Holmes Collections. Dick
Sveum reports on the planned September 26th meeting for the Friends of
the Sherlock Holmes Collections, and
Cheryll Fong relates the recent visit
of Barbara and Katherine Blankenship and the additional material they
donated to the Collections.

Max and Vivian McKuras

Much of this work was made possible
by a gift from a very generous donor. We
also received a significant grant from the
National Endowment for the Humanities. Between now and the opening of
this new space sometime in February or
March, we will be busy moving a large
portion of the rare book collection from
its current home in Wilson Library into
the new vaults. We will also dismantle
the Allen Mackler 221B Sitting Room
and place its contents in short-term
storage while stowing the framed maps
created by Julian Wolff that were a gift
to the Collections from Jerry Margolin.
Once the rare book move is well underway, we will reinstall the Mackler Room
and Wolff/Margolin maps in a new space
on the second floor of Andersen Library.
We are delighted that these major pieces
of the Holmes Collections will be reunited with the rest of the Collections in
Andersen Library.
Elsewhere on these pages you will read
about my experience in Chicago at the
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annual meeting of the Sub-Librarians
Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in
the American Library Association (ALA).
I thoroughly enjoyed my time with the
Sub-Librarians, and found it a great
change of pace from attending the numerous business meetings and other sessions
that were part of the ALA annual conference.
Prior to my time in Chicago, Cheryll
Fong and I were privileged to share our
research on Sherlockian fandom as part of
the Libraries’ annual research celebration.
This is a time when staff come together to
observe and applaud the many projects, articles, books, presentations, and
other scholarly activities produced by the
Libraries’ staff over the last year. We were
delighted to share not only our fandom
research, but also the book produced for
our last conference. It was a reminder of
how fortunate we are to work with gifted
and energetic colleagues.
After these celebrations we traveled to
Iowa City for the annual conference of
the Rare Books and Manuscripts Section
(RBMS) of the Association of College and
Research Libraries (ACRL), a division of
the ALA. Within the section, I chair the
Scholarships Committee and so enjoyed
welcoming many who are new professionals to this significant conference. While
in Iowa City, we were treated to some
Sherlockian moments with visits to Prairie
Lights Books to hear Rebecca Romney in
the company of Dr. Richard Sveum (who
also attended the RBMS conference) and
Monica Schmidt, current president of The
Younger Stamfords of Iowa City and a
frequent visitor to the Collections.
On our return to the Twin Cities, we
joined Libraries’ Friends and staff to
celebrate another special moment: the
awarding of a National Medal by the Institute of Museum and Library Services, a
federal agency. The award is the nation’s
highest honor given to museum and libraries for service to the community. The
University of Minnesota Libraries was the
sole academic library to win this prestigious award. An award ceremony was
held at the National Archives in Washington. University of Minnesota Librarian
Wendy Pradt Lougee and Friends of the

Libraries board president Margaret Telfer
traveled to the nation’s capital to accept
the award. The ceremony was streamed
live, and many staff back home watched
and celebrated together.
Just before sitting down to write these
words, we received the last large batch of
boxes from the J. Randolph Cox Collection. Faithfully every month for the last
year or so, Randy has travelled from Northfield, Minnesota to Minneapolis in the
company of Dan Mogenson with a vanload
of boxes. Now numbering in the hundreds, each box also came with a carefully
prepared inventory from Randy. This will
speed up the processing of this remarkable
assemblage as we develop a finding aid for
his collection. We will be sure to alert readers of these pages when the Cox collection
becomes available for use. Our sincerest
thanks to Randy for such a gift, and to Dan
for helping to get it here!
Another collection we spent some time
with is the Blankenship collection, celebrated in the last issue of the newsletter. I had
the honor of seeing Barbara Blankenship
again and enjoying her presence at lunch
in the company of Cheryll Fong, Julie
McKuras, and Barbara’s daughter Katherine. The collection is now fully re-boxed.
Shortly, as we start to construct a finding
aid for this collection, we will inventory the
contents of each box. My thanks to Barbara
for taking the time and making the effort
to so carefully pack the boxes before they
were shipped from Chicago.
The Cox and Blankenship gifts serve as
reminders to us of how generous our
Friends have been over the years as
together we continue to build the Collections. Thank you for your continued
monetary and material gifts! They mean
a great deal as we work to keep forever
green the memory of the Master.
I hope you had a relaxing and captivating summer. All too soon the leaves will
turn as we once again move into the academic year. But for now, we are hanging
on to the last days of summer. Enjoy!
Timothy J. Johnson

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections
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from the Sherlock Holmes story where
Lomax appears: The Adventure of the
Illustrious Client. Just to refresh your
memories, this is the story where
Holmes tries to prevent the marriage of
Violet de Merville with the evil Baron
Gruner. As part of his plan, Holmes
asks Watson to “spend the next twentyfour hours in an intensive study of Chinese pottery.” Watson, proving what a
good library patron he must be, goes to
the London Library and “put the matter
to my friend Lomax, the sub-librarian,
and departed to my room with a goodly
volume under my arm.”

Much of the Sub-Librarians history
can be found in the Sherlock Holmes
Collections at the University of Minnesota. The John Bennett Shaw collection
there has several folders related to the
Sub-Librarians, in addition to other
materials donated by Ray Gnat. If you
are planning a trip to Minnesota, you
can make arrangements to go to the
University and see these Sub-Librarian
archival materials among all the other
treasures there.

So, what were some of those observations and unorthodox thoughts?
Following Holmesian custom, I framed
my commentary around two quotations from A Study in Scarlet:
“We have been hearing Gregson’s view of the matter,” Holmes
observed. “Would you mind letting us know what you have seen
and done?”

The Adventure of the Blankenship Box(es)

Our conversations led to the question, “Don’t you find that our spouses
[partners] are either co-conspirators in
the pursuit of Holmes or enablers?” I
suspect it is a fine line. Barbara shared
that she and Marshall would scout out
second hand bookstores, flea markets
and the like for Sherlock Holmes material and that Marshall would assess
what she had found, (sounds a little
like how we work, too). Their daugh-
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ter, Katherine, shared with me
that she read to her dad as his
illness increased, starting with
A Study in Scarlet. By doing so,
her father’s puzzling retirement
obsession was understood now,
and a shared enjoyment of
Watson’s stories about a certain
consulting detective has become
a treasured memory.
Sherlockian moments are not
the ones with a telling stain and
magnifying glass in hand. They
are the ones where friendships
blossom on the green between
strangers, acquaintances, and within
families. Thank you, Barbara, for your
commitment to bringing Marshall’s collection to the University of Minnesota
and for sharing part of your day with us!

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections

Cheryll Fong

Photo by Katherine Blankenship

A

s you read in the last issue of
our newsletter, The Sherlock
Holmes Collections received
the Marshall Blankenship, MD
Collection from Barbara Blankenship.
We’ve been working on the Blankenship collection (24+ boxes), and this
week we were pleased to show Barbara
and her daughter the status of his
collection thus far: re-boxed, sorted,
labeled, and ready for inventorying.

Tim Johnson, Cheryll Fong,
Barbara Blankenship, and Julie McKuras

T

he American Library Association’s 2017 program listing
summed it up. “All fans of
mystery and crime fiction are
invited to join the Sub-Librarians for
its 41st (irregular) annual gathering.
Timothy J. Johnson, E.W. McDiarmid
Curator of the Sherlock Holmes Collections at the University of Minnesota, will offer some observations
(and, perhaps, heretical thoughts) to
the assembled mysterians on various
aspects of the Holmesian world as
seen from his perch in Minneapolis.
This smorgasbord of Sherlockian food
for thought will include ponderings
on Conan Doyle’s relationship to his
work, the current state of Holmesian
fandom, and recent Sherlockian media
manifestations including BBC’s ‘Sherlock’ and CBS’s ‘Elementary.’”

“Surely no man would work
so hard or attain such precise
information unless he had some
definite end in view.”
I wanted my talk to touch on the work
we do at the Sherlock Holmes Collections, with specific attention given to
recent fandom experiences in Seattle,
Atlanta, and Batavia, Illinois.
In Batavia, thanks to an invitation from
George Scheetz, I spoke at the public
library as part of their New Lyceum
Lecture Series. Here, I spent some time
pondering Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s
relationship to his work, especially
his feelings about Mr. Holmes. I am
still amazed that Doyle contemplated

killing off his literary hero six years
after creation. Equally curious, I find it
suggestive that Doyle found inspiration
for such literary extermination while
traveling across Switzerland in the
company of what we might characterize as a group of non-conformist (i.e.
not Anglican) ministers. If Holmes was
“becoming such a burden to me that
it makes my life unbearable,” as the
Reverend Henry Lunn recalled Doyle’s
state of mind at the time, then we
shouldn’t be surprised at the outcome.
What startles us is the lighthearted
manner in which the suggestion is
made by Silas Hocking, another member of this band of traveling clergy.
“If you are determined on making an
end of Holmes, why not bring him out
to Switzerland and drop him down
a crevasse? It would save on funeral
expenses.”
Doyle, I suggested, remained conflicted
about his literary creation. As evidence,
I pointed to the author’s mistreatment
of The Hound of the Baskervilles manuscript eight years later. Instead of carefully binding the manuscript and, perhaps offering it as a gift to a friend or
family member as was his practice, he
allowed the Hound script to go to his
American publisher, who in turn handed it over to an advertising company,
who dismembered the manuscript and
used individual pages in advertising
boards, distributed to bookstores far
and wide, announcing the latest and
greatest Holmes adventure to eager
readers. As a result, that manuscript
will never, ever be reassembled for us
to study and enjoy. It is a treasure, lost
in part to the ages, because its creator
continued to be a bit irritated about all
the attention his creation, Mr. Holmes,
received, instead of himself as author.
This was exacerbated further by the
dawning of the Baker Street Irregulars
in 1934 and their pseudo-scholarly
conceit that Dr. Watson was the author
of most of the tales (Holmes himself
being the other author) and that Conan

Doyle was merely the literary agent.
With Doyle’s passing in 1930 the situation became even more complex as
Sir Arthur’s surviving sons, Adrian and
Denis, did everything in their power to
protect (and enhance) the reputation of
their father.
In Batavia, I concluded that the relationship between Doyle and Holmes is
more complex than many are aware,
or give credit, and that we often forget
(or are unaware) of the massive body
of work created by Doyle, beyond
Holmes, for which Doyle eagerly
wished attention and readership. I am
quite certain that we have not heard
the last about Doyle’s views on his
consulting detective, or on his proper
place in the pantheon of British writers.
In Seattle and Atlanta, sometimes in
the company of our assistant curator,
Cheryll Fong, we attempted to get a
read on the current state of Sherlockian fandom. As reported in earlier
issues of this newsletter, those visits
proved revelatory. Amidst the tension
between older, self-styled “devotees”
and the newer fans, we found a massively creative and diverse community.
Our attention now is on strengthening
relationships with this community,
meeting authors and creators of other
works and gaining their trust and interest in us, and contemplating what it
might mean to collect works produced
primarily in electronic formats, in anonymity, on platforms possibly beyond
our capacity to archive, and within
communities foreign to our previous
experience. Cheryll and I shared some
of our musings in an article produced
for a special Sherlockian edition of the
online journal Transformative Works and
Cultures. The explosive creative growth
of this community, especially in the
past decade, and with a new generation of Holmes fans, presents archival
challenges unlike anything seen before
by professional librarians, curators,
or archivists working in a Sherlockian
Continued on page 7
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Jeffrey Klaus
Peter Klaus
Vincent Brosnan
Alexian Gregory
Francine and Richard Kitts
Karen Anderson
William Sturtz
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While it appears that Bob Hahn
was the author, I was remiss in not
clarifying John Nieminski’s role in
the production of The Adventure of the
Copper’s Breeches.
		
Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI
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I

t has been said that marriages between two Sherlockians are the most permanent.
Many Sherlockians have found it easy enough to persuade a spouse to enjoy the
Sherlockian world, but when two people who already are Sherlockians marry they
will sooner or later merge their collections, as well as their lives. And there is no
custody battle, whether over the car, the house, the pets, or the children, that can possibly match the difficulty of dividing a collection that has no duplicates.
So for two Sherlockians it’s a matter only of the better, and never the worse. That certainly was true of Wayne B. Swift and Francine Morris, who were Sherlockians when
they met for the first time. Francine started her Sherlockian life in Texas, where she was
a librarian; she founded The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the
American Library Association, and
was one of the founders of The
Practical, But Limited, Geologists at
an informal luncheon in the Zodiac
Room at Nieman Marcus in Dallas.
When she moved to Washington she
quickly became a member of The
Red Circle, and was one of the ringleaders in planning the society’s fullfledged costume party at the
National Press Club.
Photo courtesy of The Sherlock
Holmes Collections

Illustration by H.W. Starr, captioned “The appeal
for the Publication Fund,” printed in Jon
Lellenberg’s Irregular Crises of the Late ’Forties
(New York, 1999)

Wayne was from Nebraska, an electrical engineer and a teacher, and an
Wayne and Francine Swift
early convert to the world of computers. When he moved to Washington he decided to take an adult-education course in
Sherlock Holmes at a local community college and soon attended his first Sherlockian
function, a running of The Silver Blaze (Southern Division) at Pimlico Race Track in
Maryland, where he and Francine quickly discovered they shared more than an interest
in Sherlock Holmes. They courted , and wed, and had many happy years together, sharing a multitude of interests, Sherlockian and otherwise.
Wayne became a member of The Baker Street Irregulars in 1978 (as “The Giant Rat of
Sumatra”). Francine became a member of The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes in
1977 (as “Hatty Doran”) and was honored by the BSI as The Woman in 1983, and
awarded her Irregular Shilling and Investiture in 1994 (as “The Wigmore Street Post
Continued on page 6
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“Your merits should be publicly recognized”

Most Idle Companion) was content to piece together the title.

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
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An Update from
the Collections

In Memory Of
From
Kathy Moran					Douglas Moran
Murray Shaw					Ms. Madeleine Lucien-Brun
Janice Stauber					Alexian Gregory
Gerald Wachs					Leslie S. Klinger

O

Francine and Wayne Swift

In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

The sheets were taken over by A.
Con and O. Yle, otherwise known
as Bob Hahn and John Nieminski,
and the former deciphered the
story while the latter (long
accustomed to the role of

In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.
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The Sub-Librarians Turn 50
with Help from the
University of Minnesota
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A Letter to the Editor

Sincerely yours,
Paul “the Nitpicker” Herbert

John Bergquist, BSI

50 Years Ago

Karl Krejci-Graf died in Frankfurt am Main on 8 August 1986. The March 1987 Baker Street Journal carried his “Stand Upon
the Terrace” written by John Bennett Shaw. Shaw wrote “The only Irregular in Germany, he had contributed many scholarly articles on Holmesian subjects. He was a noted geological scientist and a professor at the Goethe University, in Frankfort, where
he had taught until a few months before his death. He is survived by his wife, Hanna, and five children. He was not only a
scholar in his profession and in Sherlockiana; he was a gentleman and a friend.”

Dear Julie,
In the recent issue of Friends of
Sherlock Holmes Collections credit
is given to Bob Hahn as the author
of The Adventure of the Copper’s
Breeches. In Ron de Waal’s bibiographies, John Nieminski is listed as
a co-author but he is omitted from
your article. Which is incorrect?

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was followed up by a second volume, More
Leaves from The Copper Beeches, in
1976. The Sons are still flourishing as
an active scion society; perhaps someday we will be able to look forward to
a third volume.

Remembrances

appeared in the BSJ. He wrote that any discrepancies in Dr. Watson’s reporting were simply superficial and “were not brought
into agreement with each other or the rest of the stories. Nothing is more difficult than to be a consistent liar. Dr. Watson’s
honesty always prevails against his rather ingenuous attempts at camouflage.” Instead, those inconsistencies are due to the
fact that Watson was a “born but untutored dramatist.” Krejci-Graf was listed as “Emeritus Professor of Geology, University of
Frankfort.” He was a frequent contributor of notices and letters to the editor to the Journal. In 1967 he received the investiture
of “Baron Gruner, the Austrian.”

I personally prefer to think of Paul
as one with a discerning attention to
detail rather than a nitpicker. Reading his note, I realize the article in
the June issue was incomplete, and
I’d like to rectify that. In the back of
the pastiche is a typed note about the
discovery of the manuscript and the
foolscap document Hahn supposedly
received. In part it reads:

The physical book is an interesting
artifact in itself, featuring quarter binding with textured morocco-colored
endpapers of the same stock as the
covers.

By Peter E. Blau, ASH, BSI
Leaves from The Copper Beeches was partially financed by contributions from
members of the Sons, who are listed in
the acknowledgments. In his memoir of

8

In our June issue this year, our 50
Years Ago column featured a pastiche
written by Bob Hahn. Paul Herbert,
BSI sent an email to me on July 8
about this article.

the history of the scion mentioned earlier,
Thomas Hart reports that a publication
fund was established as early as 1952
(with the princely sum of $4.00.) Hart, as
treasurer of the Publication Committee,
goes on to apologize to the membership
for “his many exhortations for funds, and
many stern admonitions against failure,
made at meetings” over the years.

HE

bottle of Courvoisier plus one fifth of
New Jersey cognac, with the note: ‘Tell
the bartender to serve the Courvoisier
first. Then by the time the Sons get to
the New Jersey cognac, they may not
spot the difference’” (250). Today,
Lellenberg says of Starr, “I’m convinced
that Julian Wolff [who took over leadership of the Baker Street Irregulars under
the title “Commissionaire” after Smith’s
untimely death in 1960] would have
retired as Commissionaire sooner than he
did if Bill Starr had not died at a somewhat early age in 1976 and had been
around in the early ’80s to take over.”

T
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The Sub-Librarians Turn 50 with Help
from the University of Minnesota
By Marsha Pollak, ASH, BSI

T

he oldest profession-oriented scion society dedicated to Sherlock Holmes
celebrated its 50th anniversary this summer, with Tim Johnson, the
E.W. McDiarmid Curator at the University of Minnesota, serving as the
group’s featured speaker.

Johnson addressed the SubLibrarians of the Baker Street
Irregulars in the American
Library Association in Chicago
at the national library group’s
annual June conference. This
was not Tim’s first appearance
before the group. Fifteen years
ago he addressed the SubLibrarians and the Confederates
of Wisteria Lodge in Atlanta,
talking about “The Hound
Underground: Sherlockian
Exploits in a State-of-the-Art
Library Facility.”
In Chicago, Tim gave the group
“A View from the Sherlock
Holmes Collections at the
University of Minnesota,” with
an update of the collections,
including the question how
should one handle preserving
the material generated online
from the new generation of fans.
The Sub-Librarians date back
to 1967 when founders
John Bennett Shaw and Howard Haycraft conceived the idea of a Sherlockian library
group during the Baker Street Irregulars dinner that January. A preeminent and beloved
Continued on page 6
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