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Francine and Wayne Swift
By Peter E. Blau, ASH, BSI

Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 111, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters,
we would appreciate being informed of changes
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu

t has been said that marriages between two Sherlockians are the most permanent.
Many Sherlockians have found it easy enough to persuade a spouse to enjoy the
Sherlockian world, but when two people who already are Sherlockians marry they
will sooner or later merge their collections, as well as their lives. And there is no

custody battle, whether over the car, the house, the pets, or the children, that can possi-
bly match the difficulty of dividing a collection that has no duplicates.

So for two Sherlockians it’s a matter only of the better, and never the worse. That cer-
tainly was true of Wayne B. Swift and Francine Morris, who were Sherlockians when
they met for the first time. Francine started her Sherlockian life in Texas, where she was
a librarian; she founded The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the

American Library Association, and
was one of the founders of The
Practical, But Limited, Geologists at
an informal luncheon in the Zodiac
Room at Nieman Marcus in Dallas.
When she moved to Washington she
quickly became a member of The
Red Circle, and was one of the ring-
leaders in planning the society’s full-
fledged costume party at the
National Press Club.

Wayne was from Nebraska, an elec-
trical engineer and a teacher, and an
early convert to the world of com-

puters. When he moved to Washington he decided to take an adult-education course in
Sherlock Holmes at a local community college and soon attended his first Sherlockian
function, a running of The Silver Blaze (Southern Division) at Pimlico Race Track in
Maryland, where he and Francine quickly discovered they shared more than an interest
in Sherlock Holmes. They courted , and wed, and had many happy years together, shar-
ing a multitude of interests, Sherlockian and otherwise.

Wayne became a member of The Baker Street Irregulars in 1978 (as “The Giant Rat of
Sumatra”). Francine became a member of The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes in
1977 (as “Hatty Doran”) and was honored by the BSI as The Woman in 1983, and
awarded her Irregular Shilling and Investiture in 1994 (as “The Wigmore Street Post

Continued on page 6
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bottle of Courvoisier plus one fifth of
New Jersey cognac, with the note: ‘Tell
the bartender to serve the Courvoisier
first. Then by the time the Sons get to
the New Jersey cognac, they may not
spot the difference’” (250). Today,
Lellenberg says of Starr, “I’m convinced
that Julian Wolff [who took over leader-
ship of the Baker Street Irregulars under
the title “Commissionaire” after Smith’s
untimely death in 1960] would have
retired as Commissionaire sooner than he
did if Bill Starr had not died at a some-
what early age in 1976 and had been
around in the early ’80s to take over.”

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was par-
tially financed by contributions from
members of the Sons, who are listed in
the acknowledgments. In his memoir of

the history of the scion mentioned earlier,
Thomas Hart reports that a publication
fund was established as early as 1952
(with the princely sum of $4.00.) Hart, as
treasurer of the Publication Committee,
goes on to apologize to the membership
for “his many exhortations for funds, and
many stern admonitions against failure,
made at meetings” over the years.

Illustration by H.W. Starr, captioned “The appeal
for the Publication Fund,” printed in Jon

Lellenberg’s Irregular Crises of the Late ’Forties

(New York, 1999)

The physical book is an interesting
artifact in itself, featuring quarter bind-
ing with textured morocco-colored
endpapers of the same stock as the
covers.

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was fol-
lowed up by a second volume, More
Leaves from The Copper Beeches, in
1976. The Sons are still flourishing as
an active scion society; perhaps some-
day we will be able to look forward to
a third volume.

John Bergquist, BSI

50 Years Ago...Continued from Page 3
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Wayne and Francine Swift

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made 
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of From
Peter Blau Arthur E.F. Wiese Jr.
Fred Levin Cliff Goldfarb

In Memory Of From
Paul Churchill John Baesch and Evelyn Herzog
Paul Churchill Thomas Drucker
Paul Churchill Warren Randall
Joseph Gillies Michael Kean
Allen Mackler Patricia Nelson
Allen Mackler Once Upon A Crime Mystery Bookstore
Allen Mackler Philip Swiggum
Beatrice McCaffrie John Lockwood
E.W. McDiarmid Michael Brahmey
E.W. McDiarmid Jim DeLeo
E.W. McDiarmid Jeffrey Klaus
E. W. McDiarmid Peter Klaus
Robert Pattrick Vincent Brosnan
Jan Stauber Alexian Gregory
Jan Stauber Francine and Richard Kitts
Tom Stix Karen Anderson
Dr. Richard Sturtz William Sturtz
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"The Good Doctor"
By Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 111, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters, 
we would appreciate being informed of changes 
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu

hen Dr. Marshall Blankenship died in January, 2015, The Chicago Tribune 
ran his obituary. The subtitle on the February 10, 2015 online notice 
stated “The late Dr. Marshall Blankenship, a Chicago dermatologist, was a 
rabid Sherlock Holmes fan.” The article begins with the information that 

the good doctor “welcomed difficult cases, both in his career as a longtime dermatologist 
and in his recreational reading as a Sherlock Holmes aficionado.” His profession and his 
passion seem to have been of mutual benefit to his many patients and his friends, and 
with the recent donation of his 
personal collection, to The 
Sherlock Holmes Collections.

Dr. Blankenship was like 
many who come to appreci-
ate the Canon; he read some 
of the stories as a child but 
then turned his attention to his 
education, his family and his 
career. Blankenship received his 
undergraduate and M.D. degrees 
from the University of Illinois. 
After completing his intern-
ship, he decided to enroll in the 
United States Army under the 
Berry Plan. This plan, named 
after Frank Berry, M.D., allowed 
physicians to fulfill their military 
obligation without being called 
into the service during their resi-
dency. Marshall joined the Army in 
1959 and was stationed at the military hospital at Fort Sheridan, Illinois. Commissioned 
as a Captain, he performed physicals on soldiers who were being processed out of 
the service. 

W

Continued on page 6

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made 
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Memory Of From
Amelia E. Henry Thomas S. Galbo
Fred Levin Sonia Levin
Arthur Levine Warren Randall
Nagaomi Seki Showsaku Mashimo
Major John Whitehouse Thomas Drucker

Dr. Marshall Blankenship
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The March 2008 issue of this newslet-
ter featured an article about The Flag,
published in 1908, which benefitted
the Union Jack Club. One of the
entries in The Flag was Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle’s “The Grey Dress –
Unpublished Dialogue from ‘A Duet.’”

The following year, in 1909, The Press
Album was published to aid the
Journalists’ Orphan Fund, and as he
had done the previous year, Conan
Doyle stepped forward with a contri-
bution. The book, edited by Thomas
Catling and published by John Murray,
has an introductory note which gives
the history of the Fund. It began in
“1892 with a gift of £1,000 by the late
Lord Glenesk and £500 by the late Sir
John Willox…Working pressmen
throughout the country commenced
contributions, and in the same year
the first orphan was adopted.” The
reader is assured that “Every penny
contributed to the Fund, from its
beginning seventeen years ago, has
been devoted to the keep and educa-
tion of the orphans…Avoiding any
expenditure on bricks and mortar, the
principle laid down was that of saving
the child to its home and its home to
the child.” 

Thomas Catling edited The Press
Album. Born September 23, 1838, he
worked for Lloyd’s Weekly News, as a
compositor, writer, news editor from
1866 through 1884, then editor from
1884 through 1907. The Scoop
Database, subscription biographical
dictionary of British and Irish journal-
ists from the period of 1800 – 1950,
indicates he extended the circulation
of the paper beyond London and was
reputed to be the first to use the auto-

mobile for “journalistic purposes.”
Catling was active in the Institute of
Journalists and traveled extensively
through America, Canada, the Middle
East and Europe, including France
during World War I. He served as a
delegate to the Conference of the
International Association of Journalists
at Berlin in 1908, and later as
President of the British International
Society of Journalists during 1915. He
passed away on December 25, 1920.

Catling’s name also appears in con-
junction with The Savage Club of
London. Founded in 1857, the mem-
bers come from the worlds of art,
drama, law, literature, music or sci-
ence.  Former members have included
notables such as Charlie Chaplin,
Mark Twain, Wilkie Collins, James
McNeill Whistler, Sir Alexander
Fleming, W. S. Gilbert, Sir Henry
Irving, Dante Rossetti, Dylan Thomas,
Herbert Beerbohm Tree, Edgar
Wallace and Peter Ustinov. It is cur-
rently located at 1 Whitehall Place,
London and their website indicates it
“remains one of the leading Bohemian
Gentleman’s Clubs in London.” 

In 1882, the Prince of Wales, later
Edward VII, became an honorary
member of the Club. He enjoyed the
atmosphere and suggested that a
masonic lodge would be a good addi-
tion to the facilities. On December 3,
1886, Catling wrote to the Grand
Secretary of United Grand Lodge,
enclosing an “imposing group of peti-
tioners,” proposing that a new lodge
be founded for the approximately
25% of the membership who were
Masons. On January 18, 1887, The
Savage Club Lodge was consecrated at
Freemasons’ Hall and Sir Henry Irving
was invested as Treasurer. There is no
longer a formal connection between
the Lodge and the Club.

After his retirement from Lloyd’s
Weekly News, Catling undertook the
editing task for The Press Album. The

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections2

table of contents for this 224 page
illustrated book includes works by
Alfred Noyes, Arthur Morrison,
Rosamund Marriott-Watson, Eden
Phillpotts, John Galsworthy, F. Anstey
and Jerome K. Jerome, to name but a
few of the contributors. Page 20 fea-
tures the poem “By the North Sea” by
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is a short
poem, and there is a facsimile of the
last stanza as written by Conan Doyle.

Her cheek was wet with North Sea spray,
We walked where tide and shingle meet,
The long waves rolled from far away
To purr in ripples at our feet.
And as we walked it seemed to me
That three old friends had met that day:
The old old sky, the old old sea,
And love, which is as old as they.

Out seaward hung the brooding mist,
We saw it rolling, fold on fold,
And marked the great Sun Alchemist
Turn all its leaden edge to gold.
Look well, look well, oh lady mine!
The grey below, the gold above;
For so the greyest life may shine
All golden in the light of love.

The Press Album added over £1000 to
the Institute of Journalists Orphan
Fund.

Christy Allen, who contributes fre-
quently to the ConanDoyle (ACD) list
on the Internet, is interested in Conan
Doyle’s poetry. She wrote:

I’ve tried to do some research about
the poem proper and how/why it
was written, but have come up
empty.

What I did learn was that it was
almost certainly written when Jean
was pregnant with Denis (who was
born in March of 1909, just one
month before The Press Book was
published).

According to Doyle’s own correspon-
dence (from A Life in Letters), this
was a worrisome time. Jean was
pregnant with her first child at age
34 and Doyle was worried about her

7
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health during and after the pregnan-
cy. This certainly would explain the
somewhat sombre tone of the poem. 
The use of the word “lady” in the last
stanza seems to strongly
suggest that it was written to/for
Lady Jean. 

Also, the fact that they were expect-
ing their first child may have
influenced Doyle’s decision to con-
tribute to The Press Book in the
first place. Being a father himself, I’m
sure he could easily empathize with
the fatherless children which would
benefit from the sale of the volume.

Finally, Doyle wrote a poem about
orphans which was published in
Songs of the Road, just a few pages
after “By the North Sea.” It was
called “The Orphanage” and is repro-
duced below.

I wonder, perhaps, if he was think-
ing of the Orphan’s Fund when he
wrote this?

The Orphanage

When, ere the tangled web is reft,
The kid-gloved villain scowls and sneers,
And hapless innocence is left
With no assets save sighs and tears,
’Tis then, just then,  that in there stalks
The hero, watchful of her needs,
He talks! Great heavens, how he talks
But we forgive him, for his deeds.

Life is the drama here to-day
And Death the villain of the plot.
It is a realistic play;
Shall it end well or shall it not
The hero? Oh, the hero’s part
Is vacant—to be played by you.
Then act it well! An orphan’s heart
May beat the lighter if you do.

Christy Allen and Julie McKuras

References: 
http://www.scoop-
database.com/bio/catling_thomas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savage_Club
http://www.savageclub.com/

100 Years Ago...Continued from Page 2

Continued on page 7

never the same for Francine; she
missed sharing their interests and most
of all, she missed his companionship.
And when she passed away, their
friends had the same reaction as people
had when George Burns died; his pass-
ing meant that he was together with
Gracie again.

Francine Morris Swift, ever the librari-
an, planned to donate her Sherlockian
collection to The Sherlock Holmes
Collections. Sadly, her death in
October 2007 meant her collection,
which she amassed with her beloved
Wayne, was ready to move to
Minnesota. Boxes of books, pho-
tographs, ephemera and even a giant

stuffed rat now adorn the Collections.
Our thanks go to Peter Blau, not only
for writing about his friends Wayne
and Francine but also for helping with
the packing and mailing of the many,
many boxes.

John Bergquist has provided us with a
look at Leaves from The Copper Beeches,
and its interesting authors and editors,
published 50 years ago. I’d like to
thank Christy Allen for providing
information about Conan Doyle’s poet-
ry as featured in our 100 Years Ago
column. Dick Sveum updates us on the
status of the drive for the E.W.
McDiarmid Curatorship.
It’s gratifying to receive notes from

readers and other interested parties,
and this issue features two of those:
Georgina Doyle, author of Out of the
Shadows: The Untold Story of Arthur
Conan Doyle’s First Family, read Dick
Sveum’s article from December 2008
with a careful eye and has corrected a
date. Soren Eversoll, an honored visitor
to the Collections last year, continues
his interest in Sherlock Holmes,
according to a note sent by his mother.

So it’s business as usual at The
Sherlock Holmes Collections, for
which we are all thankful.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Musings...Continued from Page 4
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In 1917 a 31-year-old reporter for the 
Chicago Daily News wrote a poem about 
himself.

SELF PORTRAIT
A faintly Jewish, 
somewhat Spanish visage:
Nose nearly Roman, 
hairless lip and jowl,
And shaggy thatch; 
eyes that incline to prowl
Behind horn spectacles, 
in gentle quizzage.
Tall, but proudly 
curving appetite,
Garments that hang like some 
grotesque conceit;
Abstracted manner, 
save when inward heat
Gives off in steam of talk, 
late in the night.

Kindly, indeed, 
except when roused to rages,
Soothed by tobacco and by 
skilled cooks;
Fond of the gallant 
company of books,
And villains of all 
languages and ages.
Withal, a decent chap,
 who likes the ladies
And daily paves a goodish 
stretch of Hades.

Vincent Starrett

Charles Vincent Emerson Starrett (1886-
1974) was known as a newspaperman, 
essayist, writer of mysteries – and to 
Sherlockians, the author of the sonnet 
“221 B.” The University of Minnesota 
Special Collections acquired The Vincent 
Starrett Library in 1988. It contains 
books, periodicals, manuscripts, letters, 
photographs and memorabilia.  
The library has many books and pam-
phlets that contain the sonnet “Self Por-

was also reprinted in 1979 by Norfolk-
Hall Ltd. as an unbound pamphlet; both 
editions had “Self Portrait” in two forms, 
the original 1917 version and the 1973 
updated version. 

George Vanderburgh is the publisher of 
The Vincent Starrett Memorial Library. 
Volume 1 was Collected Poems Edited and 
Introduced by Peter Ruber (Shelburne, 
Ontario: The Battered Silicon Dispatch 
Box, 1995). It was an attempt to collect 
all Starrett’s poems, and it contains the 
1917 version.

My favorite pamphlet is Self Portraits by 
Vincent Starrett, printed in 25 copies at 
the Sumac Press to the order of Walter 
Klinefelter for the centennial of Vincent 
Starrett’s birth in 1986. Emerson Wulling 
and the Sumac Press did all the early 
publications of the Norwegian Explorers 
of Minnesota.

SELF PORTRAIT UPDATED
Faintly Jewish, Spanish 
visage still apply;
Nose somewhat craggy; 
hair beneath it on the lip;
Sagging jowl; fragile bones 
from head to hip,
And hair grown thin. 
Eyes too old to cry
Behind the same old glasses; 
curving back
On which the robe hangs 
loosely, like a rag;
Halting manner; thoughts 
begin to lag.
Early off to bed; ears hear 
something crack.

Kindly yet, and gentle; 
now reduced in rages,
Unaroused; soothed still, 
addicted yet to books.
No longer fond, as once, of 
thieves and skillful crooks.
Can’t remember now that first 
of seven stages.
Still and all a decent chap, 
preferring dreams
To lively ladies but younger 
than he seems.

 Vincent Starret 1973
     

Richard Sveum, MD, BSI

trait.” The first appearance in a book was 
Banners in the Dawn: Sixty-Four Sonnets 
(Chicago: Walter M. Hill, 1923), printed 
by The Torch Press in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa in a first edition of 250 copies. 
Walter M. Hill was also the publisher of 
The Unique Hamlet, A Hitherto Unchroni-
cled Adventure of Mr. Sherlock Holmes.   

The next year, a broadside containing 
one sonnet appeared in. (Ysleta: Edwin 
B. Hill, 1924.) This was another connec-
tion to other Sherlockian items printed 
by Edwin Bliss Hill (1866-1949), a 
Michigan native who started his private 
letter press in Arizona, relocated to Texas 
in 1918 in Ysleta, now part of El Paso. 

The poem next appeared as a front 
piece in A Vincent Starrett Library: The 
Astonishing Results of Twenty-three Years 
of Literary Activity, by Charles Honce 
(Mount Vernon: The Golden Eagle Press, 
1941.) Charles Honce (BSI, The Empty 
House, 1944), a fellow Sherlockian and 
journalist wrote the only bibliography of 
Starrett.

When Starrett was 56 years old, his Au-
tolycus in Limbo (New York: E. P. Dutton 
and Company, 1943) came out with an 
introduction by William Rose Benet. The 
book had 85 poems, with “Self Portrait” 
being number 24, with the footnote 
(Circa 1920). Christopher Morley wrote 
the “Gentlemen’s Relish” after rereading 
Autolycus in Limbo, and calls Starrett 
Vincenzio. The poem ends:

Poetry, we’ve learned can not be sold,
But poets still hunger To Be Told:
They coin their livers and their lights
in mint
But Zeus Himself can’t keep their stuff 
in print.

In 1973 at age 84, Starrett wrote an es-
say, “Portrait of the Artist as an Old Dog” 
that appeared in Late, Later and 
Possibly Last: Essays by Vincent Starrett 
(St. Louis: Autolycus Press, 1973). 
Embedded in the essay was his updated 
version of “Self Portrait.”

After Vincent Starrett died on January 
4, 1974, his friend Michael Murphy put 
out a fine-press edition book titled Shak-
ing Hands With Immortality: Encomiums 
for Vincent Starrett 1886-1974 (Kirkwood, 
Missouri: The Printery, 1975.)  The book 

50 Years Ago… Continued from Page 3
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with Watson’s practice of keeping such 
things purposefully vague.) As a result 
of finding a local betting establishment, 
courtesy of the local beat policeman 
Officer Kelly, the good doctor has 
been able to use his winnings to buy 
a pair of lavender spats. It is Officer 
Kelly who later calls on them for as-
sistance in a potential crime; Kelly “is 
convinced that someone is using his 
breeches while he sleeps.” The “big, 
bluff red-faced Irishman who spoke 
with a thick brogue” tells the tale of 
how he realizes his uniform breeches, 
but not his tunic, have gone missing 
while he sleeps but are back in place 
when he awakes. What follows is the 
usual meeting of the cast of characters, 
the inspection of clues, and the deduc-
tive process. It isn’t long before Holmes 
is able to determine that Kelly’s neigh-
bor O’Malley is the culprit. O’Malley 
isn’t a thief, but a man forced to bor-
row the sleeping policeman’s breeches. 
And what led to this unusual crime? 

His own pants were torn during an 
“altercation with a big Swede” and 
O’Malley, a rather tight-fisted fellow, 
can’t rely on his wife to repair them as 
she’s been “called to Minneapolis” to 
visit her ailing mother. In the end, all 
is well, as his wife has returned and 
repaired the breeches, thus ending 
the need for O’Malley to slip in and 
take the policeman’s uniform trousers. 
As Holmes finishes his summation of 
events and his desire to prevent a rift 
between neighbors, he relates that he 
thinks “these two aging British gentle-
men will be obliged to condone a case 
of American pants-napping.”

Hahn died on February 4, 1999 in 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin. Hopefully he 
didn’t base this short mystery on 
having his own breeches stolen, but 
he provided the reader with an 
entertaining read.
     

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

An Update From the Collections… Continued from Page 5

At a recent board meeting of the 
Friends of the Collections, we asked 
for feedback on our priority list of 
processing projects for the coming 
year. We will soon attend to Francine 
Morris Swift and Wayne Swift’s collec-
tion and materials received from Don 
Terras. Our skilled volunteer, Lucy 
Brusic, did some preliminary inven-
tory and processing work on the Swift 
collection while we worked with the 
Terras items that document Chicago-
land Sherlockian activities. Look for 
finding aids to these two collections 
in the near future. You may find and 
search all our finding aids at 
http://archives.lib.umn.edu/.

Over the last few years we have 
focused more work and attention 
on newer fan fiction (fanfic) and fan 
conventions, or “cons.” In April we 
traveled to Atlanta to attend our first 

“221B Con.” It was a remarkable and 
rewarding experience organized and 
run by some very capable individuals. 
Kudos go to all the organizers and staff 
for such a well-run con! Tim par-
ticipated in a number of panels, and 
together we gathered valuable informa-
tion and made important connections 
with authors and artists creating new 
digital work. Question and answer pe-
riods during a number of sessions were 
particularly useful in helping us further 
understand the world and language 
used to describe and write fanfic. 

Our visit to 221B was a logical out-
growth of our previous visits to Sher-
lockSeattle cons and our published 
writing about collecting fan fiction in the 
most recent issue of the scholarly journal 
Transformative Works and Cultures. Over 
the summer we will continue to read 
fanfic, identify promising works and 

authors, and take next steps to adding 
these creative works to the Collections. 
One of our major concerns, one that no 
doubt will require additional discus-
sion, is to maintain the context of these 
original works. Community connections 
and relationships are important in this 
regard. We wish to honor those connec-
tions while assuring long-term access 
and preservation of this material. It is 
an exciting time for the Collections. As 
the saying goes, “watch this space” for 
further developments.

We wish you all a safe and enjoyable 
summer. Here’s to good reading and 
more adventures with the world’s most 
famous consulting detective. Thank 
you for your continued support and 
interest in the Collections.

Timothy Johnson, Curator
Cheryll Fong, Assistant Curator
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The Good Doctor… Continued from Page 1

It was during this period that the 
specialty practice of Dermatology was 
growing and at the same time, U.S. 
soldiers were returning home from 
other parts of the world, some with 
skin ailments generally not seen in the 
United States. Blankenship was as-
signed to work two days a week in 
the Dermatology Unit. He found the 
cases quite interesting and basically 
“learned on the job,” as his wife, Bar-
bara, described. As his own discharge 
approached, he decided to pursue a 
residency in the specialty. He wrote to 
the Northwestern University Medical 
School but didn’t hear from them. With 
only a few weeks left at Fort Sheridan, 
he was encouraged by Barbara to call 
the school, and he found that he had 
been accepted. He completed a two 
year residency in Dermatology in 1963 
and went into private practice, also 
serving on the consulting staff of St. 
Francis Hospital in Blue Island, Ilinois. 

In addition, Blankenship was a faculty 
member at Northwestern University, 
followed with a thirty year tenure with 
the Department of Dermatology at 
Chicago’s Rush-Presbyterian St. Luke’s 
Medical Center, retiring as Professor 
Emeritus. He was active with so many 

national and international dermatol-
ogy organizations that it’s difficult to 
list them all. He served as president 
of the Chicago Dermatological Society 
in 1976; the Society awarded him its 
Founders Award in 1994 and Gold 
Medal in 2001, given for lifetime 
academic excellence and outstanding 
service. In 1978 he acted as president 
of The Illinois Dermatological Society 
and was on the organizing committee 
for the group. He was a member of 
The Board of Directors of the American 
Academy of Dermatology from 1986 
to 1990, The American Dermatological 
Association, The International Soci-
ety of Dermatology, The International 
Dermatologic Education, The Noah 
Worcester Dermatological Society, 
and The Great Lakes Dermatological 
Society, serving in various officer posi-
tions. In 1997 the American Academy 
of Dermatology presented him with the 
National Practitioner of the Year Award, 
citing his contributions “to all facets of 
dermatology.” Young Godfrey Ems-
worth would have been well served by 
a consultation with Dr. Blankenship. 

Marshall had a number of interests, in-
cluding music, stamp collecting, cook-
ing, and travel, taking more than 40 
cruises with his wife. But a new interest 
came to his attention at an Academy 
meeting when he encountered Dr. Ed-
gar Benton Smith (1932-2005), known 
to his friends as Ben. A fellow derma-
tologist, Smith received the investiture 
of Dr. Moore Agar from The Baker 
Street Irregulars in 1981. He founded 
The Sir James Saunders Society in 
1974, for “Dermatologists devoted to 
detection.” Their annual luncheon is 
held in conjunction with the annual 
meeting of the American Academy of 
Dermatology. It was at the Academy 
meeting when Ben Smith invited Mar-
shall to attend their society luncheon, 
and as Barbara Blankenship described 
it, “that was the end of it.” Marshall’s 
first purchase was a Sherlock Holmes 
cookbook, which he read before send-
ing it to Smith. He was soon collecting 
books and ephemera, often consulting 
with Smith over his finds. Barbara was 

particularly happy when she found 
something of interest for Marshall. He 
became a member of The Sir James 
Saunders Society, The Hounds of the 
Baskerville (sic), Hugo’s Companions, 
and The Blanched Soldiers of NOAH, 
editing their newsletter The Spectator. 
He also contributed an essay to Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle and Sherlock 
Holmes, a book edited by Donald Terras 
to celebrate the 2003 dedication of the 
C. Frederick Kittle Collection of 
Doyleana at Chicago’s Newberry 
Library. 

When Ben Smith died, his widow gave 
his Inverness cape to Blankenship, an 
act of generosity that meant much to 
him. And it was in that same sense of 
generosity that Marshall and Barbara 
made a decision that upon his death, 
his collection would go to the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections. Barbara recalled 
that they felt very welcome when they 
visited Curator Tim Johnson at one of 
the Norwegian Explorers conferences, 
and they knew Marshall’s collection 
would be appreciated at the University 
of Minnesota.

Blankenship died on Jan. 18, 2015 
in Chicago after a long illness. Bar-
bara recently sent 15 boxes of books, 
ephemera, newsletters, tapes and CDs 
to The Collections, and identification 
of the materials and a finding aid will 
be the next step. But one thing that 
wasn’t included in the donation was 
the Inverness cape. Barbara gave it to 
Chicago Sherlockian Phil Cunningham, 
BSI. When asked about the cape, Phil 
responded “Barbara also gave me one of 
Marshall’s cataract scalpels in a plastic 
case with a cork stopper. We’re doing a 
program on Silver Blaze and horse-rac-
ing at the Torists on the 27th. It will be 
prominently displayed. In the fullness 
of time, the Inverness and scalpel, with 
provenance, shall be given to a young 
Sherlockian, perhaps yet unborn.” I’m 
sure that Marshall Blankenship, MD, 
would approve.

Fifty years ago a publication titled The 
Adventure of the Copper’s Breeches was 
published by “B.S.I. Chicago, Ill.” The 
author was “A. Con and O. Yle.” One 
might wonder about the real identity of 
this amusingly named writer, but not 
for long. John Bennett Shaw had two 
copies of this seven-page long pastiche, 
covered in blue paper and stapled 
together. In the middle of one of the 
copies is a card the reader could use to 
subscribe to The Devon County Chroni-
cle, which could be mailed to “Horace 
Harker, Editor, c/o R. W. Hahn.”

The author, Robert W. Hahn, was a 
well-known Chicago Sherlockian. Born 
in Chicago in 1918, he received his 
B.A. from Loyola University. His inter-
est in Sherlock Holmes began at the 
age of ten, when he read The Hound of 
the Baskervilles with his grandfather. In 
1960 Hahn joined Hugo’s Companions 
and helped found the Chicago Silver 
Blaze, hosting it for many years and 
even attending in costume as Holmes. 
(The Baker Street Journal Christmas 
Annual 2000). He received the inves-
titure of “Colonel Ross” in the Baker 
Street Irregulars in 1963 and was hon-
ored with the Two-Shilling Award in 
1981. Hahn taught classes on Holmes 
at Elmhurst and Triton Colleges dur-
ing the 1970s and, after relocating to 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin in 1981, taught 
a class at Concordia College near Mil-
waukee. In addition to teaching, Hahn 
was active in organizing Sherlockian 
programs and exhibits for organiza-
tions such as the Rotary Club, Kiwanis 
Club and Lions Club. He edited The 
Devon County Chronicle for more than 
thirty years.

tried to push an agenda. Regrettably, he 
died two months before the book was 
published. I do remember him well.”

One more thing to remember about 
Hahn is his 1967 pastiche The Ad-
venture of the Copper’s Breeches. The 
website Deviant Art differentiates 
pastiche from parody “as pastiche cel-
ebrates, rather than mocks, the work 
it imitates,” and “embraces the imita-
tion through general affection for the 
source material”  (http://tompreston.
deviantart.com/journal/Parody-vs-
Pastiche-and-other-Humorous-Exam-
ples-409731302),  a style we would 
expect from someone who appreciated 
Sherlock Holmes for seventy years as 
Hahn did.

The Adventure of the Copper’s Breeches 
takes place “in Chicago in the fall 
of 1921,” about the same time that 
Al Capone was moving to the city. 
Holmes, accompanied by Watson, is in 
town to “deliver a series of lectures on 
criminology at one of the universities,” 
(the university isn’t named, in keeping 

When he moved to Sheboygan, Hahn 
founded The Merripit House Guests, 
acting as Sir Charles. He also founded 
and acted as executive secretary for 
The Central Press Syndicate, a society 
for Sherlockian newsletter editors. His 
writing included a number of articles 
published in The Baker Street Journal. 

Hahn was also a member of The 
Hounds of the Baskerville (sic). Don 
Terras, the current Master of the 
Hounds, wrote that “Bob Hahn was 
one of the most accomplished presi-
dents (Sir Hugo) of Hugo’s Compan-
ions in Chicago. He had nine con-
secutive years in that post and used 
all of them to grow the Companions 
membership through programming 
that was quite creative. While I did not 
know him during those years, I did 
have a lot of contact with him when 
I began putting together the 50-year 
history of Hugo’s Companions. He was 
always cordial to me and quite helpful 
in my research, which I learned later 
was to be his pet project in retirement. 
Throughout, he never complained or 

Continued on page 7
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Bob Hahn, circa 1987
Dr. Blankenship in his Inverness Cape
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mong the various publications received recently have been issues of Ineffable Twaddle, The District Messenger, 
and Scuttlebutt from The Spermacetti Press.
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e hope you’ll mark your 
calendars for the Annual 
Membership Meeting of 
the Friends of the Sher-

lock Holmes Collections on September 
26, 2017. The keynote address at the 
Membership Meeting will be given 
by Andrew Solberg,  Chairman of the 
Baker Street Irregulars Trust. Among 
the other items discussed that evening 
will be a report of the board planning 
retreat taking place in August. 

W The University of Minnesota is starting 
a campaign for the libraries. I have 
been meeting with Wendy Pradt Lou-
gee, University Librarian and McK-
night Presidential Professor. The theme 
of the campaign will be “Advancing 
Knowledge, Enriching Lives.” The 
Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Col-
lections will be working with library 
development personnel, and you can 
expect to hear from me soon since 
“Great Libraries Need Great Friends!”

I hope you will consider a donation of 
material or money today. Don’t feel like 
you need to wait! Thanks again to all 
our old and new friends who contrib-
ute to the Sherlock Holmes Collections 
helping us preserve Sherlock Holmes 
and his world.

Richard J. Sveum, MD, BSI

From the President
inals are finished, graduation 
ceremonies complete. Buses 
and trains are less crowded. 
Most of our students have left 
for home, summer jobs, or 

new careers. A certain quiet permeates 
the campus. Yet, within the library, 
activities continue. Visitors pop by. 
Tim just wrapped up a delightful 
impromptu morning visit from three 
retired postal workers who walked in 
and wanted to know something about 
the Collections. Ninety minutes later, 
they walked away shaking their heads 
in amazement and thanks for the won-
ders just experienced. 

We like these spontaneous moments, 
the drop-in unannounced sum-
mer outings. It might keep us from 
finishing our column for the newslet-
ter, but we will take the trade. These 
are moments to cherish. We offer an 
open door, a friendly welcome, and a 
chance to share in the marvels of Mr. 
Holmes and his world. We do not stop 
for the summer. We may shift gears, 
but we are as energetic as ever. Besides 
welcoming the unexpected guest, it is 
a perfect time to catch up with loose 
ends, dive into complex projects, or 
attend to some overdue writing and 
research. In our case, we are concen-
trating on new collection processing 
and next steps in our adventure with 
fan fiction.

A number of collections are in the 
pipeline for processing or moving 
toward completion. This involves 
creating an inventory of the collection, 
sometimes at the level of an item-by-
item description, and generating an 
online archival finding aid with addi-
tional biographical and administrative 
information. It is through a finding aid 
that researchers can best discover what 
each collection contains. Our student 
assistants provide valuable support in 
this process. 

F
An Update from the Collections

Musings
t doesn’t take a master detec-
tive to see that this issue of the 
newsletter has a decided Chicago 
theme. We’ve chosen this subject 

in recognition of the upcoming 75th 
Anniversary celebration of one of 
Chicago’s distinguished scions, The 
Hounds of the Baskerville (sic). All 
three of the featured Sherlockians were 
members of that group, as well as of 
other Chicago societies.

Our lead article focuses on the late 
Chicago resident Marshall Blanken-
ship, MD. Through his planning and 
the hard work and cooperation of his 
wonderful wife, Barbara, fifteen boxes 
of books and other items were donated 
to The Sherlock Holmes Collections. 
They’ve found a good home.

I Our 50 Years Ago piece looks at Robert 
Hahn’s The Adventure of the Copper’s 
Breeches. Hahn played an active role in 
various Chicago societies including the 
Hounds. Our 100 Years Ago column 
was written by Dick Sveum and relates 
the various places the poem “Self 
Portrait” by Vincent Starrett appears, as 
well as the version Starrett did toward 
the end of his life. We can’t stress 
enough the important contributions 
Starrett made to Sherlockian activity 
in Chicago, as well as recognizing his 
place as one of the four founders of 
The Hounds. 

Dick gives us a look at upcoming 
activities with The Friends, and Tim 
Johnson and Cheryll Fong provide 

us with a detailed look at how much 
activity is always taking place in The 
Holmes Collections. 

It’s very hard for me to believe that our 
first newsletter appeared 20 years ago. 
This marks the 82nd issue that we’ve 
completed. I will always remember 
the incredibly naïve remark I made 
when I volunteered to help work on 
this project; “sure, I can help. I do 
the newsletter for our local traveling 
soccer club” and wondering how hard 
can it be. Naïve, yes, but it’s been an 
incredible learning experience. Thank 
you for your continued support and 
friendship.
     

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Added to the Collections

A

Katelyn Heywood is one of our student processing stars. During the past academic 
year she worked her way through forty-five boxes of what we are now calling the 
“Sherlock Holmes Realia/Artifact Collection.” Most of these items are from the John 
Bennett Shaw Collection and include a dazzling array of three-dimensional memo-
rabilia. Katie methodically moved box by box, with De Waal’s bibliography readily 
at hand if she needed additional information.

Kallie Zieman is another one of our bright lights. Almost single-handedly, Kallie 
made her way through the entire Holmes book collection, re-shelving volumes in 
appropriately sized trays in an effort to save space and provide an updated col-
lection inventory. Her work paid off. We gained much-needed shelving space and 
intellectual control over the collection, which will allow us to continue adding 
important works and editions. In some way, shape, or form these labors must have 
rubbed off on Kallie in a meaningful way. Earlier this year she informed us that she 
was applying to graduate schools in library and information science. News of each 
acceptance brought us vicarious joy. When Kallie informed us that she will matricu-
late this fall in the School of Information at the University of Michigan, we cheered. 
She will do well there! 

Katie Heywood

Kallie Zieman
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The Good Doctor… Continued from Page 1

It was during this period that the 
specialty practice of Dermatology was 
growing and at the same time, U.S. 
soldiers were returning home from 
other parts of the world, some with 
skin ailments generally not seen in the 
United States. Blankenship was as-
signed to work two days a week in 
the Dermatology Unit. He found the 
cases quite interesting and basically 
“learned on the job,” as his wife, Bar-
bara, described. As his own discharge 
approached, he decided to pursue a 
residency in the specialty. He wrote to 
the Northwestern University Medical 
School but didn’t hear from them. With 
only a few weeks left at Fort Sheridan, 
he was encouraged by Barbara to call 
the school, and he found that he had 
been accepted. He completed a two 
year residency in Dermatology in 1963 
and went into private practice, also 
serving on the consulting staff of St. 
Francis Hospital in Blue Island, Ilinois. 

In addition, Blankenship was a faculty 
member at Northwestern University, 
followed with a thirty year tenure with 
the Department of Dermatology at 
Chicago’s Rush-Presbyterian St. Luke’s 
Medical Center, retiring as Professor 
Emeritus. He was active with so many 

national and international dermatol-
ogy organizations that it’s difficult to 
list them all. He served as president 
of the Chicago Dermatological Society 
in 1976; the Society awarded him its 
Founders Award in 1994 and Gold 
Medal in 2001, given for lifetime 
academic excellence and outstanding 
service. In 1978 he acted as president 
of The Illinois Dermatological Society 
and was on the organizing committee 
for the group. He was a member of 
The Board of Directors of the American 
Academy of Dermatology from 1986 
to 1990, The American Dermatological 
Association, The International Soci-
ety of Dermatology, The International 
Dermatologic Education, The Noah 
Worcester Dermatological Society, 
and The Great Lakes Dermatological 
Society, serving in various officer posi-
tions. In 1997 the American Academy 
of Dermatology presented him with the 
National Practitioner of the Year Award, 
citing his contributions “to all facets of 
dermatology.” Young Godfrey Ems-
worth would have been well served by 
a consultation with Dr. Blankenship. 

Marshall had a number of interests, in-
cluding music, stamp collecting, cook-
ing, and travel, taking more than 40 
cruises with his wife. But a new interest 
came to his attention at an Academy 
meeting when he encountered Dr. Ed-
gar Benton Smith (1932-2005), known 
to his friends as Ben. A fellow derma-
tologist, Smith received the investiture 
of Dr. Moore Agar from The Baker 
Street Irregulars in 1981. He founded 
The Sir James Saunders Society in 
1974, for “Dermatologists devoted to 
detection.” Their annual luncheon is 
held in conjunction with the annual 
meeting of the American Academy of 
Dermatology. It was at the Academy 
meeting when Ben Smith invited Mar-
shall to attend their society luncheon, 
and as Barbara Blankenship described 
it, “that was the end of it.” Marshall’s 
first purchase was a Sherlock Holmes 
cookbook, which he read before send-
ing it to Smith. He was soon collecting 
books and ephemera, often consulting 
with Smith over his finds. Barbara was 

particularly happy when she found 
something of interest for Marshall. He 
became a member of The Sir James 
Saunders Society, The Hounds of the 
Baskerville (sic), Hugo’s Companions, 
and The Blanched Soldiers of NOAH, 
editing their newsletter The Spectator. 
He also contributed an essay to Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle and Sherlock 
Holmes, a book edited by Donald Terras 
to celebrate the 2003 dedication of the 
C. Frederick Kittle Collection of 
Doyleana at Chicago’s Newberry 
Library. 

When Ben Smith died, his widow gave 
his Inverness cape to Blankenship, an 
act of generosity that meant much to 
him. And it was in that same sense of 
generosity that Marshall and Barbara 
made a decision that upon his death, 
his collection would go to the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections. Barbara recalled 
that they felt very welcome when they 
visited Curator Tim Johnson at one of 
the Norwegian Explorers conferences, 
and they knew Marshall’s collection 
would be appreciated at the University 
of Minnesota.

Blankenship died on Jan. 18, 2015 
in Chicago after a long illness. Bar-
bara recently sent 15 boxes of books, 
ephemera, newsletters, tapes and CDs 
to The Collections, and identification 
of the materials and a finding aid will 
be the next step. But one thing that 
wasn’t included in the donation was 
the Inverness cape. Barbara gave it to 
Chicago Sherlockian Phil Cunningham, 
BSI. When asked about the cape, Phil 
responded “Barbara also gave me one of 
Marshall’s cataract scalpels in a plastic 
case with a cork stopper. We’re doing a 
program on Silver Blaze and horse-rac-
ing at the Torists on the 27th. It will be 
prominently displayed. In the fullness 
of time, the Inverness and scalpel, with 
provenance, shall be given to a young 
Sherlockian, perhaps yet unborn.” I’m 
sure that Marshall Blankenship, MD, 
would approve.

Fifty years ago a publication titled The 
Adventure of the Copper’s Breeches was 
published by “B.S.I. Chicago, Ill.” The 
author was “A. Con and O. Yle.” One 
might wonder about the real identity of 
this amusingly named writer, but not 
for long. John Bennett Shaw had two 
copies of this seven-page long pastiche, 
covered in blue paper and stapled 
together. In the middle of one of the 
copies is a card the reader could use to 
subscribe to The Devon County Chroni-
cle, which could be mailed to “Horace 
Harker, Editor, c/o R. W. Hahn.”

The author, Robert W. Hahn, was a 
well-known Chicago Sherlockian. Born 
in Chicago in 1918, he received his 
B.A. from Loyola University. His inter-
est in Sherlock Holmes began at the 
age of ten, when he read The Hound of 
the Baskervilles with his grandfather. In 
1960 Hahn joined Hugo’s Companions 
and helped found the Chicago Silver 
Blaze, hosting it for many years and 
even attending in costume as Holmes. 
(The Baker Street Journal Christmas 
Annual 2000). He received the inves-
titure of “Colonel Ross” in the Baker 
Street Irregulars in 1963 and was hon-
ored with the Two-Shilling Award in 
1981. Hahn taught classes on Holmes 
at Elmhurst and Triton Colleges dur-
ing the 1970s and, after relocating to 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin in 1981, taught 
a class at Concordia College near Mil-
waukee. In addition to teaching, Hahn 
was active in organizing Sherlockian 
programs and exhibits for organiza-
tions such as the Rotary Club, Kiwanis 
Club and Lions Club. He edited The 
Devon County Chronicle for more than 
thirty years.

tried to push an agenda. Regrettably, he 
died two months before the book was 
published. I do remember him well.”

One more thing to remember about 
Hahn is his 1967 pastiche The Ad-
venture of the Copper’s Breeches. The 
website Deviant Art differentiates 
pastiche from parody “as pastiche cel-
ebrates, rather than mocks, the work 
it imitates,” and “embraces the imita-
tion through general affection for the 
source material”  (http://tompreston.
deviantart.com/journal/Parody-vs-
Pastiche-and-other-Humorous-Exam-
ples-409731302),  a style we would 
expect from someone who appreciated 
Sherlock Holmes for seventy years as 
Hahn did.

The Adventure of the Copper’s Breeches 
takes place “in Chicago in the fall 
of 1921,” about the same time that 
Al Capone was moving to the city. 
Holmes, accompanied by Watson, is in 
town to “deliver a series of lectures on 
criminology at one of the universities,” 
(the university isn’t named, in keeping 

When he moved to Sheboygan, Hahn 
founded The Merripit House Guests, 
acting as Sir Charles. He also founded 
and acted as executive secretary for 
The Central Press Syndicate, a society 
for Sherlockian newsletter editors. His 
writing included a number of articles 
published in The Baker Street Journal. 

Hahn was also a member of The 
Hounds of the Baskerville (sic). Don 
Terras, the current Master of the 
Hounds, wrote that “Bob Hahn was 
one of the most accomplished presi-
dents (Sir Hugo) of Hugo’s Compan-
ions in Chicago. He had nine con-
secutive years in that post and used 
all of them to grow the Companions 
membership through programming 
that was quite creative. While I did not 
know him during those years, I did 
have a lot of contact with him when 
I began putting together the 50-year 
history of Hugo’s Companions. He was 
always cordial to me and quite helpful 
in my research, which I learned later 
was to be his pet project in retirement. 
Throughout, he never complained or 

Continued on page 7
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Bob Hahn, circa 1987
Dr. Blankenship in his Inverness Cape
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The March 2008 issue of this newslet-
ter featured an article about The Flag,
published in 1908, which benefitted
the Union Jack Club. One of the
entries in The Flag was Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle’s “The Grey Dress –
Unpublished Dialogue from ‘A Duet.’”

The following year, in 1909, The Press
Album was published to aid the
Journalists’ Orphan Fund, and as he
had done the previous year, Conan
Doyle stepped forward with a contri-
bution. The book, edited by Thomas
Catling and published by John Murray,
has an introductory note which gives
the history of the Fund. It began in
“1892 with a gift of £1,000 by the late
Lord Glenesk and £500 by the late Sir
John Willox…Working pressmen
throughout the country commenced
contributions, and in the same year
the first orphan was adopted.” The
reader is assured that “Every penny
contributed to the Fund, from its
beginning seventeen years ago, has
been devoted to the keep and educa-
tion of the orphans…Avoiding any
expenditure on bricks and mortar, the
principle laid down was that of saving
the child to its home and its home to
the child.” 

Thomas Catling edited The Press
Album. Born September 23, 1838, he
worked for Lloyd’s Weekly News, as a
compositor, writer, news editor from
1866 through 1884, then editor from
1884 through 1907. The Scoop
Database, subscription biographical
dictionary of British and Irish journal-
ists from the period of 1800 – 1950,
indicates he extended the circulation
of the paper beyond London and was
reputed to be the first to use the auto-

mobile for “journalistic purposes.”
Catling was active in the Institute of
Journalists and traveled extensively
through America, Canada, the Middle
East and Europe, including France
during World War I. He served as a
delegate to the Conference of the
International Association of Journalists
at Berlin in 1908, and later as
President of the British International
Society of Journalists during 1915. He
passed away on December 25, 1920.

Catling’s name also appears in con-
junction with The Savage Club of
London. Founded in 1857, the mem-
bers come from the worlds of art,
drama, law, literature, music or sci-
ence.  Former members have included
notables such as Charlie Chaplin,
Mark Twain, Wilkie Collins, James
McNeill Whistler, Sir Alexander
Fleming, W. S. Gilbert, Sir Henry
Irving, Dante Rossetti, Dylan Thomas,
Herbert Beerbohm Tree, Edgar
Wallace and Peter Ustinov. It is cur-
rently located at 1 Whitehall Place,
London and their website indicates it
“remains one of the leading Bohemian
Gentleman’s Clubs in London.” 

In 1882, the Prince of Wales, later
Edward VII, became an honorary
member of the Club. He enjoyed the
atmosphere and suggested that a
masonic lodge would be a good addi-
tion to the facilities. On December 3,
1886, Catling wrote to the Grand
Secretary of United Grand Lodge,
enclosing an “imposing group of peti-
tioners,” proposing that a new lodge
be founded for the approximately
25% of the membership who were
Masons. On January 18, 1887, The
Savage Club Lodge was consecrated at
Freemasons’ Hall and Sir Henry Irving
was invested as Treasurer. There is no
longer a formal connection between
the Lodge and the Club.

After his retirement from Lloyd’s
Weekly News, Catling undertook the
editing task for The Press Album. The

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections2

table of contents for this 224 page
illustrated book includes works by
Alfred Noyes, Arthur Morrison,
Rosamund Marriott-Watson, Eden
Phillpotts, John Galsworthy, F. Anstey
and Jerome K. Jerome, to name but a
few of the contributors. Page 20 fea-
tures the poem “By the North Sea” by
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is a short
poem, and there is a facsimile of the
last stanza as written by Conan Doyle.

Her cheek was wet with North Sea spray,
We walked where tide and shingle meet,
The long waves rolled from far away
To purr in ripples at our feet.
And as we walked it seemed to me
That three old friends had met that day:
The old old sky, the old old sea,
And love, which is as old as they.

Out seaward hung the brooding mist,
We saw it rolling, fold on fold,
And marked the great Sun Alchemist
Turn all its leaden edge to gold.
Look well, look well, oh lady mine!
The grey below, the gold above;
For so the greyest life may shine
All golden in the light of love.

The Press Album added over £1000 to
the Institute of Journalists Orphan
Fund.

Christy Allen, who contributes fre-
quently to the ConanDoyle (ACD) list
on the Internet, is interested in Conan
Doyle’s poetry. She wrote:

I’ve tried to do some research about
the poem proper and how/why it
was written, but have come up
empty.

What I did learn was that it was
almost certainly written when Jean
was pregnant with Denis (who was
born in March of 1909, just one
month before The Press Book was
published).

According to Doyle’s own correspon-
dence (from A Life in Letters), this
was a worrisome time. Jean was
pregnant with her first child at age
34 and Doyle was worried about her

7
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health during and after the pregnan-
cy. This certainly would explain the
somewhat sombre tone of the poem. 
The use of the word “lady” in the last
stanza seems to strongly
suggest that it was written to/for
Lady Jean. 

Also, the fact that they were expect-
ing their first child may have
influenced Doyle’s decision to con-
tribute to The Press Book in the
first place. Being a father himself, I’m
sure he could easily empathize with
the fatherless children which would
benefit from the sale of the volume.

Finally, Doyle wrote a poem about
orphans which was published in
Songs of the Road, just a few pages
after “By the North Sea.” It was
called “The Orphanage” and is repro-
duced below.

I wonder, perhaps, if he was think-
ing of the Orphan’s Fund when he
wrote this?

The Orphanage

When, ere the tangled web is reft,
The kid-gloved villain scowls and sneers,
And hapless innocence is left
With no assets save sighs and tears,
’Tis then, just then,  that in there stalks
The hero, watchful of her needs,
He talks! Great heavens, how he talks
But we forgive him, for his deeds.

Life is the drama here to-day
And Death the villain of the plot.
It is a realistic play;
Shall it end well or shall it not
The hero? Oh, the hero’s part
Is vacant—to be played by you.
Then act it well! An orphan’s heart
May beat the lighter if you do.

Christy Allen and Julie McKuras

References: 
http://www.scoop-
database.com/bio/catling_thomas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savage_Club
http://www.savageclub.com/

100 Years Ago...Continued from Page 2

Continued on page 7

never the same for Francine; she
missed sharing their interests and most
of all, she missed his companionship.
And when she passed away, their
friends had the same reaction as people
had when George Burns died; his pass-
ing meant that he was together with
Gracie again.

Francine Morris Swift, ever the librari-
an, planned to donate her Sherlockian
collection to The Sherlock Holmes
Collections. Sadly, her death in
October 2007 meant her collection,
which she amassed with her beloved
Wayne, was ready to move to
Minnesota. Boxes of books, pho-
tographs, ephemera and even a giant

stuffed rat now adorn the Collections.
Our thanks go to Peter Blau, not only
for writing about his friends Wayne
and Francine but also for helping with
the packing and mailing of the many,
many boxes.

John Bergquist has provided us with a
look at Leaves from The Copper Beeches,
and its interesting authors and editors,
published 50 years ago. I’d like to
thank Christy Allen for providing
information about Conan Doyle’s poet-
ry as featured in our 100 Years Ago
column. Dick Sveum updates us on the
status of the drive for the E.W.
McDiarmid Curatorship.
It’s gratifying to receive notes from

readers and other interested parties,
and this issue features two of those:
Georgina Doyle, author of Out of the
Shadows: The Untold Story of Arthur
Conan Doyle’s First Family, read Dick
Sveum’s article from December 2008
with a careful eye and has corrected a
date. Soren Eversoll, an honored visitor
to the Collections last year, continues
his interest in Sherlock Holmes,
according to a note sent by his mother.

So it’s business as usual at The
Sherlock Holmes Collections, for
which we are all thankful.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Musings...Continued from Page 4
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In 1917 a 31-year-old reporter for the 
Chicago Daily News wrote a poem about 
himself.

SELF PORTRAIT
A faintly Jewish, 
somewhat Spanish visage:
Nose nearly Roman, 
hairless lip and jowl,
And shaggy thatch; 
eyes that incline to prowl
Behind horn spectacles, 
in gentle quizzage.
Tall, but proudly 
curving appetite,
Garments that hang like some 
grotesque conceit;
Abstracted manner, 
save when inward heat
Gives off in steam of talk, 
late in the night.

Kindly, indeed, 
except when roused to rages,
Soothed by tobacco and by 
skilled cooks;
Fond of the gallant 
company of books,
And villains of all 
languages and ages.
Withal, a decent chap,
 who likes the ladies
And daily paves a goodish 
stretch of Hades.

Vincent Starrett

Charles Vincent Emerson Starrett (1886-
1974) was known as a newspaperman, 
essayist, writer of mysteries – and to 
Sherlockians, the author of the sonnet 
“221 B.” The University of Minnesota 
Special Collections acquired The Vincent 
Starrett Library in 1988. It contains 
books, periodicals, manuscripts, letters, 
photographs and memorabilia.  
The library has many books and pam-
phlets that contain the sonnet “Self Por-

was also reprinted in 1979 by Norfolk-
Hall Ltd. as an unbound pamphlet; both 
editions had “Self Portrait” in two forms, 
the original 1917 version and the 1973 
updated version. 

George Vanderburgh is the publisher of 
The Vincent Starrett Memorial Library. 
Volume 1 was Collected Poems Edited and 
Introduced by Peter Ruber (Shelburne, 
Ontario: The Battered Silicon Dispatch 
Box, 1995). It was an attempt to collect 
all Starrett’s poems, and it contains the 
1917 version.

My favorite pamphlet is Self Portraits by 
Vincent Starrett, printed in 25 copies at 
the Sumac Press to the order of Walter 
Klinefelter for the centennial of Vincent 
Starrett’s birth in 1986. Emerson Wulling 
and the Sumac Press did all the early 
publications of the Norwegian Explorers 
of Minnesota.

SELF PORTRAIT UPDATED
Faintly Jewish, Spanish 
visage still apply;
Nose somewhat craggy; 
hair beneath it on the lip;
Sagging jowl; fragile bones 
from head to hip,
And hair grown thin. 
Eyes too old to cry
Behind the same old glasses; 
curving back
On which the robe hangs 
loosely, like a rag;
Halting manner; thoughts 
begin to lag.
Early off to bed; ears hear 
something crack.

Kindly yet, and gentle; 
now reduced in rages,
Unaroused; soothed still, 
addicted yet to books.
No longer fond, as once, of 
thieves and skillful crooks.
Can’t remember now that first 
of seven stages.
Still and all a decent chap, 
preferring dreams
To lively ladies but younger 
than he seems.

 Vincent Starret 1973
     

Richard Sveum, MD, BSI

trait.” The first appearance in a book was 
Banners in the Dawn: Sixty-Four Sonnets 
(Chicago: Walter M. Hill, 1923), printed 
by The Torch Press in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa in a first edition of 250 copies. 
Walter M. Hill was also the publisher of 
The Unique Hamlet, A Hitherto Unchroni-
cled Adventure of Mr. Sherlock Holmes.   

The next year, a broadside containing 
one sonnet appeared in. (Ysleta: Edwin 
B. Hill, 1924.) This was another connec-
tion to other Sherlockian items printed 
by Edwin Bliss Hill (1866-1949), a 
Michigan native who started his private 
letter press in Arizona, relocated to Texas 
in 1918 in Ysleta, now part of El Paso. 

The poem next appeared as a front 
piece in A Vincent Starrett Library: The 
Astonishing Results of Twenty-three Years 
of Literary Activity, by Charles Honce 
(Mount Vernon: The Golden Eagle Press, 
1941.) Charles Honce (BSI, The Empty 
House, 1944), a fellow Sherlockian and 
journalist wrote the only bibliography of 
Starrett.

When Starrett was 56 years old, his Au-
tolycus in Limbo (New York: E. P. Dutton 
and Company, 1943) came out with an 
introduction by William Rose Benet. The 
book had 85 poems, with “Self Portrait” 
being number 24, with the footnote 
(Circa 1920). Christopher Morley wrote 
the “Gentlemen’s Relish” after rereading 
Autolycus in Limbo, and calls Starrett 
Vincenzio. The poem ends:

Poetry, we’ve learned can not be sold,
But poets still hunger To Be Told:
They coin their livers and their lights
in mint
But Zeus Himself can’t keep their stuff 
in print.

In 1973 at age 84, Starrett wrote an es-
say, “Portrait of the Artist as an Old Dog” 
that appeared in Late, Later and 
Possibly Last: Essays by Vincent Starrett 
(St. Louis: Autolycus Press, 1973). 
Embedded in the essay was his updated 
version of “Self Portrait.”

After Vincent Starrett died on January 
4, 1974, his friend Michael Murphy put 
out a fine-press edition book titled Shak-
ing Hands With Immortality: Encomiums 
for Vincent Starrett 1886-1974 (Kirkwood, 
Missouri: The Printery, 1975.)  The book 
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with Watson’s practice of keeping such 
things purposefully vague.) As a result 
of finding a local betting establishment, 
courtesy of the local beat policeman 
Officer Kelly, the good doctor has 
been able to use his winnings to buy 
a pair of lavender spats. It is Officer 
Kelly who later calls on them for as-
sistance in a potential crime; Kelly “is 
convinced that someone is using his 
breeches while he sleeps.” The “big, 
bluff red-faced Irishman who spoke 
with a thick brogue” tells the tale of 
how he realizes his uniform breeches, 
but not his tunic, have gone missing 
while he sleeps but are back in place 
when he awakes. What follows is the 
usual meeting of the cast of characters, 
the inspection of clues, and the deduc-
tive process. It isn’t long before Holmes 
is able to determine that Kelly’s neigh-
bor O’Malley is the culprit. O’Malley 
isn’t a thief, but a man forced to bor-
row the sleeping policeman’s breeches. 
And what led to this unusual crime? 

His own pants were torn during an 
“altercation with a big Swede” and 
O’Malley, a rather tight-fisted fellow, 
can’t rely on his wife to repair them as 
she’s been “called to Minneapolis” to 
visit her ailing mother. In the end, all 
is well, as his wife has returned and 
repaired the breeches, thus ending 
the need for O’Malley to slip in and 
take the policeman’s uniform trousers. 
As Holmes finishes his summation of 
events and his desire to prevent a rift 
between neighbors, he relates that he 
thinks “these two aging British gentle-
men will be obliged to condone a case 
of American pants-napping.”

Hahn died on February 4, 1999 in 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin. Hopefully he 
didn’t base this short mystery on 
having his own breeches stolen, but 
he provided the reader with an 
entertaining read.
     

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

An Update From the Collections… Continued from Page 5

At a recent board meeting of the 
Friends of the Collections, we asked 
for feedback on our priority list of 
processing projects for the coming 
year. We will soon attend to Francine 
Morris Swift and Wayne Swift’s collec-
tion and materials received from Don 
Terras. Our skilled volunteer, Lucy 
Brusic, did some preliminary inven-
tory and processing work on the Swift 
collection while we worked with the 
Terras items that document Chicago-
land Sherlockian activities. Look for 
finding aids to these two collections 
in the near future. You may find and 
search all our finding aids at 
http://archives.lib.umn.edu/.

Over the last few years we have 
focused more work and attention 
on newer fan fiction (fanfic) and fan 
conventions, or “cons.” In April we 
traveled to Atlanta to attend our first 

“221B Con.” It was a remarkable and 
rewarding experience organized and 
run by some very capable individuals. 
Kudos go to all the organizers and staff 
for such a well-run con! Tim par-
ticipated in a number of panels, and 
together we gathered valuable informa-
tion and made important connections 
with authors and artists creating new 
digital work. Question and answer pe-
riods during a number of sessions were 
particularly useful in helping us further 
understand the world and language 
used to describe and write fanfic. 

Our visit to 221B was a logical out-
growth of our previous visits to Sher-
lockSeattle cons and our published 
writing about collecting fan fiction in the 
most recent issue of the scholarly journal 
Transformative Works and Cultures. Over 
the summer we will continue to read 
fanfic, identify promising works and 

authors, and take next steps to adding 
these creative works to the Collections. 
One of our major concerns, one that no 
doubt will require additional discus-
sion, is to maintain the context of these 
original works. Community connections 
and relationships are important in this 
regard. We wish to honor those connec-
tions while assuring long-term access 
and preservation of this material. It is 
an exciting time for the Collections. As 
the saying goes, “watch this space” for 
further developments.

We wish you all a safe and enjoyable 
summer. Here’s to good reading and 
more adventures with the world’s most 
famous consulting detective. Thank 
you for your continued support and 
interest in the Collections.

Timothy Johnson, Curator
Cheryll Fong, Assistant Curator
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Francine and Wayne Swift
By Peter E. Blau, ASH, BSI
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Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
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Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu

t has been said that marriages between two Sherlockians are the most permanent.
Many Sherlockians have found it easy enough to persuade a spouse to enjoy the
Sherlockian world, but when two people who already are Sherlockians marry they
will sooner or later merge their collections, as well as their lives. And there is no

custody battle, whether over the car, the house, the pets, or the children, that can possi-
bly match the difficulty of dividing a collection that has no duplicates.

So for two Sherlockians it’s a matter only of the better, and never the worse. That cer-
tainly was true of Wayne B. Swift and Francine Morris, who were Sherlockians when
they met for the first time. Francine started her Sherlockian life in Texas, where she was
a librarian; she founded The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the

American Library Association, and
was one of the founders of The
Practical, But Limited, Geologists at
an informal luncheon in the Zodiac
Room at Nieman Marcus in Dallas.
When she moved to Washington she
quickly became a member of The
Red Circle, and was one of the ring-
leaders in planning the society’s full-
fledged costume party at the
National Press Club.

Wayne was from Nebraska, an elec-
trical engineer and a teacher, and an
early convert to the world of com-

puters. When he moved to Washington he decided to take an adult-education course in
Sherlock Holmes at a local community college and soon attended his first Sherlockian
function, a running of The Silver Blaze (Southern Division) at Pimlico Race Track in
Maryland, where he and Francine quickly discovered they shared more than an interest
in Sherlock Holmes. They courted , and wed, and had many happy years together, shar-
ing a multitude of interests, Sherlockian and otherwise.

Wayne became a member of The Baker Street Irregulars in 1978 (as “The Giant Rat of
Sumatra”). Francine became a member of The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes in
1977 (as “Hatty Doran”) and was honored by the BSI as The Woman in 1983, and
awarded her Irregular Shilling and Investiture in 1994 (as “The Wigmore Street Post

Continued on page 6
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bottle of Courvoisier plus one fifth of
New Jersey cognac, with the note: ‘Tell
the bartender to serve the Courvoisier
first. Then by the time the Sons get to
the New Jersey cognac, they may not
spot the difference’” (250). Today,
Lellenberg says of Starr, “I’m convinced
that Julian Wolff [who took over leader-
ship of the Baker Street Irregulars under
the title “Commissionaire” after Smith’s
untimely death in 1960] would have
retired as Commissionaire sooner than he
did if Bill Starr had not died at a some-
what early age in 1976 and had been
around in the early ’80s to take over.”

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was par-
tially financed by contributions from
members of the Sons, who are listed in
the acknowledgments. In his memoir of

the history of the scion mentioned earlier,
Thomas Hart reports that a publication
fund was established as early as 1952
(with the princely sum of $4.00.) Hart, as
treasurer of the Publication Committee,
goes on to apologize to the membership
for “his many exhortations for funds, and
many stern admonitions against failure,
made at meetings” over the years.

Illustration by H.W. Starr, captioned “The appeal
for the Publication Fund,” printed in Jon

Lellenberg’s Irregular Crises of the Late ’Forties

(New York, 1999)

The physical book is an interesting
artifact in itself, featuring quarter bind-
ing with textured morocco-colored
endpapers of the same stock as the
covers.

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was fol-
lowed up by a second volume, More
Leaves from The Copper Beeches, in
1976. The Sons are still flourishing as
an active scion society; perhaps some-
day we will be able to look forward to
a third volume.

John Bergquist, BSI

50 Years Ago...Continued from Page 3
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Wayne and Francine Swift

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made 
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of From
Peter Blau Arthur E.F. Wiese Jr.
Fred Levin Cliff Goldfarb

In Memory Of From
Paul Churchill John Baesch and Evelyn Herzog
Paul Churchill Thomas Drucker
Paul Churchill Warren Randall
Joseph Gillies Michael Kean
Allen Mackler Patricia Nelson
Allen Mackler Once Upon A Crime Mystery Bookstore
Allen Mackler Philip Swiggum
Beatrice McCaffrie John Lockwood
E.W. McDiarmid Michael Brahmey
E.W. McDiarmid Jim DeLeo
E.W. McDiarmid Jeffrey Klaus
E. W. McDiarmid Peter Klaus
Robert Pattrick Vincent Brosnan
Jan Stauber Alexian Gregory
Jan Stauber Francine and Richard Kitts
Tom Stix Karen Anderson
Dr. Richard Sturtz William Sturtz
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"The Good Doctor"
By Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI
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hen Dr. Marshall Blankenship died in January, 2015, The Chicago Tribune 
ran his obituary. The subtitle on the February 10, 2015 online notice 
stated “The late Dr. Marshall Blankenship, a Chicago dermatologist, was a 
rabid Sherlock Holmes fan.” The article begins with the information that 

the good doctor “welcomed difficult cases, both in his career as a longtime dermatologist 
and in his recreational reading as a Sherlock Holmes aficionado.” His profession and his 
passion seem to have been of mutual benefit to his many patients and his friends, and 
with the recent donation of his 
personal collection, to The 
Sherlock Holmes Collections.

Dr. Blankenship was like 
many who come to appreci-
ate the Canon; he read some 
of the stories as a child but 
then turned his attention to his 
education, his family and his 
career. Blankenship received his 
undergraduate and M.D. degrees 
from the University of Illinois. 
After completing his intern-
ship, he decided to enroll in the 
United States Army under the 
Berry Plan. This plan, named 
after Frank Berry, M.D., allowed 
physicians to fulfill their military 
obligation without being called 
into the service during their resi-
dency. Marshall joined the Army in 
1959 and was stationed at the military hospital at Fort Sheridan, Illinois. Commissioned 
as a Captain, he performed physicals on soldiers who were being processed out of 
the service. 

W

Continued on page 6

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made 
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Memory Of From
Amelia E. Henry Thomas S. Galbo
Fred Levin Sonia Levin
Arthur Levine Warren Randall
Nagaomi Seki Showsaku Mashimo
Major John Whitehouse Thomas Drucker

Dr. Marshall Blankenship
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