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Francine and Wayne Swift
By Peter E. Blau, ASH, BSI

Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 111, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters,
we would appreciate being informed of changes
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu

t has been said that marriages between two Sherlockians are the most permanent.
Many Sherlockians have found it easy enough to persuade a spouse to enjoy the
Sherlockian world, but when two people who already are Sherlockians marry they
will sooner or later merge their collections, as well as their lives. And there is no

custody battle, whether over the car, the house, the pets, or the children, that can possi-
bly match the difficulty of dividing a collection that has no duplicates.

So for two Sherlockians it’s a matter only of the better, and never the worse. That cer-
tainly was true of Wayne B. Swift and Francine Morris, who were Sherlockians when
they met for the first time. Francine started her Sherlockian life in Texas, where she was
a librarian; she founded The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the

American Library Association, and
was one of the founders of The
Practical, But Limited, Geologists at
an informal luncheon in the Zodiac
Room at Nieman Marcus in Dallas.
When she moved to Washington she
quickly became a member of The
Red Circle, and was one of the ring-
leaders in planning the society’s full-
fledged costume party at the
National Press Club.

Wayne was from Nebraska, an elec-
trical engineer and a teacher, and an
early convert to the world of com-

puters. When he moved to Washington he decided to take an adult-education course in
Sherlock Holmes at a local community college and soon attended his first Sherlockian
function, a running of The Silver Blaze (Southern Division) at Pimlico Race Track in
Maryland, where he and Francine quickly discovered they shared more than an interest
in Sherlock Holmes. They courted , and wed, and had many happy years together, shar-
ing a multitude of interests, Sherlockian and otherwise.

Wayne became a member of The Baker Street Irregulars in 1978 (as “The Giant Rat of
Sumatra”). Francine became a member of The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes in
1977 (as “Hatty Doran”) and was honored by the BSI as The Woman in 1983, and
awarded her Irregular Shilling and Investiture in 1994 (as “The Wigmore Street Post

Continued on page 6
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bottle of Courvoisier plus one fifth of
New Jersey cognac, with the note: ‘Tell
the bartender to serve the Courvoisier
first. Then by the time the Sons get to
the New Jersey cognac, they may not
spot the difference’” (250). Today,
Lellenberg says of Starr, “I’m convinced
that Julian Wolff [who took over leader-
ship of the Baker Street Irregulars under
the title “Commissionaire” after Smith’s
untimely death in 1960] would have
retired as Commissionaire sooner than he
did if Bill Starr had not died at a some-
what early age in 1976 and had been
around in the early ’80s to take over.”

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was par-
tially financed by contributions from
members of the Sons, who are listed in
the acknowledgments. In his memoir of

the history of the scion mentioned earlier,
Thomas Hart reports that a publication
fund was established as early as 1952
(with the princely sum of $4.00.) Hart, as
treasurer of the Publication Committee,
goes on to apologize to the membership
for “his many exhortations for funds, and
many stern admonitions against failure,
made at meetings” over the years.

Illustration by H.W. Starr, captioned “The appeal
for the Publication Fund,” printed in Jon

Lellenberg’s Irregular Crises of the Late ’Forties

(New York, 1999)

The physical book is an interesting
artifact in itself, featuring quarter bind-
ing with textured morocco-colored
endpapers of the same stock as the
covers.

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was fol-
lowed up by a second volume, More
Leaves from The Copper Beeches, in
1976. The Sons are still flourishing as
an active scion society; perhaps some-
day we will be able to look forward to
a third volume.

John Bergquist, BSI

50 Years Ago...Continued from Page 3
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Wayne and Francine Swift

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made 
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of From
Peter Blau Arthur E.F. Wiese Jr.
Fred Levin Cliff Goldfarb

In Memory Of From
Paul Churchill John Baesch and Evelyn Herzog
Paul Churchill Thomas Drucker
Paul Churchill Warren Randall
Joseph Gillies Michael Kean
Allen Mackler Patricia Nelson
Allen Mackler Once Upon A Crime Mystery Bookstore
Allen Mackler Philip Swiggum
Beatrice McCaffrie John Lockwood
E.W. McDiarmid Michael Brahmey
E.W. McDiarmid Jim DeLeo
E.W. McDiarmid Jeffrey Klaus
E. W. McDiarmid Peter Klaus
Robert Pattrick Vincent Brosnan
Jan Stauber Alexian Gregory
Jan Stauber Francine and Richard Kitts
Tom Stix Karen Anderson
Dr. Richard Sturtz William Sturtz
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A FEW NOTES UPON THE MATTER
By Cheryll Fong

Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 111, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters, 
we would appreciate being informed of changes 
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu

ne could say I’ve cleared my one-year anniversary now after two years of being 
the part-time assistant curator of the Sherlock Holmes Collections. Part Mrs. 
Hudson, part Watson…I support the unit in a variety of ways – accessioning, 
inventorying, processing, writing, presenting, retrieving/shelving requests, 
monitoring student projects, and wrangling loose ends into something tidy 

and neat. It’s through these tasks that I learn the collections, the names and memories 
that Sherlockians hold dear. 

The more recent 
acquisitions and 
accruals bring me to 
the present, to those 
Sherlockians still mak-
ing their mark on the 
Collections. For years 
now, Jennie Paton 
faithfully sends us 
audio-visual and related 
ephemera nearly quar-
terly with some help 
from her friends around 
the world who look for 
and capture expressions 
of Sherlock Holmes. 
Researchers will marvel 
at the trove of mate-
rial gleaned from her 
explorations online. 
By creating the inven-
tory for her collection, 
I became familiar with 
the names of nearly all 
the Holmes & Watson 
actors (film, television, 
and radio), the span 
of a series, and all the 
various re-iterations 

O

Continued on page 6

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made 
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of From
The Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections Robert Katz, BSI
Alan Kay Bonnie MacBird
Occupants of the Empty House Brad Keefauver

In Memory Of From
Nancy Czarnecki Lawrence Czarnecki
Charles Henry Ray Betzner
Cameron Hollyer Bruce Aikin
Dr. Fred Kittle Lady Georgina Wilson
E. W. McDiarmid Mary McDiarmid
E. W. McDiarmid Karen Titrud
Austin McLean Andrew Malec
Kathy Moran Carol Cavaluzzi
Christopher Morley Andrew Solberg
Gary Schulze Timothy Reich
John Bennett Shaw Richard Sveum
Gordon Speck Marino Alvarez
Gordon Speck John Bergquist
Gordon Speck Andrew Fusco
Gordon Speck Cliff Goldfarb
Gordon Speck Brad Keefauver
Gordon Speck Bill Mason
Gordon Speck Marsha Pollak
Theresa Thomalen Richard and Francine Kitts
Theresa Thomalen Richard and Cynthia Wein
Carl Wirth Robert Hasebroock

Photo by Cheryll Fong
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The March 2008 issue of this newslet-
ter featured an article about The Flag,
published in 1908, which benefitted
the Union Jack Club. One of the
entries in The Flag was Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle’s “The Grey Dress –
Unpublished Dialogue from ‘A Duet.’”

The following year, in 1909, The Press
Album was published to aid the
Journalists’ Orphan Fund, and as he
had done the previous year, Conan
Doyle stepped forward with a contri-
bution. The book, edited by Thomas
Catling and published by John Murray,
has an introductory note which gives
the history of the Fund. It began in
“1892 with a gift of £1,000 by the late
Lord Glenesk and £500 by the late Sir
John Willox…Working pressmen
throughout the country commenced
contributions, and in the same year
the first orphan was adopted.” The
reader is assured that “Every penny
contributed to the Fund, from its
beginning seventeen years ago, has
been devoted to the keep and educa-
tion of the orphans…Avoiding any
expenditure on bricks and mortar, the
principle laid down was that of saving
the child to its home and its home to
the child.” 

Thomas Catling edited The Press
Album. Born September 23, 1838, he
worked for Lloyd’s Weekly News, as a
compositor, writer, news editor from
1866 through 1884, then editor from
1884 through 1907. The Scoop
Database, subscription biographical
dictionary of British and Irish journal-
ists from the period of 1800 – 1950,
indicates he extended the circulation
of the paper beyond London and was
reputed to be the first to use the auto-

mobile for “journalistic purposes.”
Catling was active in the Institute of
Journalists and traveled extensively
through America, Canada, the Middle
East and Europe, including France
during World War I. He served as a
delegate to the Conference of the
International Association of Journalists
at Berlin in 1908, and later as
President of the British International
Society of Journalists during 1915. He
passed away on December 25, 1920.

Catling’s name also appears in con-
junction with The Savage Club of
London. Founded in 1857, the mem-
bers come from the worlds of art,
drama, law, literature, music or sci-
ence.  Former members have included
notables such as Charlie Chaplin,
Mark Twain, Wilkie Collins, James
McNeill Whistler, Sir Alexander
Fleming, W. S. Gilbert, Sir Henry
Irving, Dante Rossetti, Dylan Thomas,
Herbert Beerbohm Tree, Edgar
Wallace and Peter Ustinov. It is cur-
rently located at 1 Whitehall Place,
London and their website indicates it
“remains one of the leading Bohemian
Gentleman’s Clubs in London.” 

In 1882, the Prince of Wales, later
Edward VII, became an honorary
member of the Club. He enjoyed the
atmosphere and suggested that a
masonic lodge would be a good addi-
tion to the facilities. On December 3,
1886, Catling wrote to the Grand
Secretary of United Grand Lodge,
enclosing an “imposing group of peti-
tioners,” proposing that a new lodge
be founded for the approximately
25% of the membership who were
Masons. On January 18, 1887, The
Savage Club Lodge was consecrated at
Freemasons’ Hall and Sir Henry Irving
was invested as Treasurer. There is no
longer a formal connection between
the Lodge and the Club.

After his retirement from Lloyd’s
Weekly News, Catling undertook the
editing task for The Press Album. The

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections2

table of contents for this 224 page
illustrated book includes works by
Alfred Noyes, Arthur Morrison,
Rosamund Marriott-Watson, Eden
Phillpotts, John Galsworthy, F. Anstey
and Jerome K. Jerome, to name but a
few of the contributors. Page 20 fea-
tures the poem “By the North Sea” by
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is a short
poem, and there is a facsimile of the
last stanza as written by Conan Doyle.

Her cheek was wet with North Sea spray,
We walked where tide and shingle meet,
The long waves rolled from far away
To purr in ripples at our feet.
And as we walked it seemed to me
That three old friends had met that day:
The old old sky, the old old sea,
And love, which is as old as they.

Out seaward hung the brooding mist,
We saw it rolling, fold on fold,
And marked the great Sun Alchemist
Turn all its leaden edge to gold.
Look well, look well, oh lady mine!
The grey below, the gold above;
For so the greyest life may shine
All golden in the light of love.

The Press Album added over £1000 to
the Institute of Journalists Orphan
Fund.

Christy Allen, who contributes fre-
quently to the ConanDoyle (ACD) list
on the Internet, is interested in Conan
Doyle’s poetry. She wrote:

I’ve tried to do some research about
the poem proper and how/why it
was written, but have come up
empty.

What I did learn was that it was
almost certainly written when Jean
was pregnant with Denis (who was
born in March of 1909, just one
month before The Press Book was
published).

According to Doyle’s own correspon-
dence (from A Life in Letters), this
was a worrisome time. Jean was
pregnant with her first child at age
34 and Doyle was worried about her

7
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health during and after the pregnan-
cy. This certainly would explain the
somewhat sombre tone of the poem. 
The use of the word “lady” in the last
stanza seems to strongly
suggest that it was written to/for
Lady Jean. 

Also, the fact that they were expect-
ing their first child may have
influenced Doyle’s decision to con-
tribute to The Press Book in the
first place. Being a father himself, I’m
sure he could easily empathize with
the fatherless children which would
benefit from the sale of the volume.

Finally, Doyle wrote a poem about
orphans which was published in
Songs of the Road, just a few pages
after “By the North Sea.” It was
called “The Orphanage” and is repro-
duced below.

I wonder, perhaps, if he was think-
ing of the Orphan’s Fund when he
wrote this?

The Orphanage

When, ere the tangled web is reft,
The kid-gloved villain scowls and sneers,
And hapless innocence is left
With no assets save sighs and tears,
’Tis then, just then,  that in there stalks
The hero, watchful of her needs,
He talks! Great heavens, how he talks
But we forgive him, for his deeds.

Life is the drama here to-day
And Death the villain of the plot.
It is a realistic play;
Shall it end well or shall it not
The hero? Oh, the hero’s part
Is vacant—to be played by you.
Then act it well! An orphan’s heart
May beat the lighter if you do.

Christy Allen and Julie McKuras

References: 
http://www.scoop-
database.com/bio/catling_thomas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savage_Club
http://www.savageclub.com/

100 Years Ago...Continued from Page 2

Continued on page 7

never the same for Francine; she
missed sharing their interests and most
of all, she missed his companionship.
And when she passed away, their
friends had the same reaction as people
had when George Burns died; his pass-
ing meant that he was together with
Gracie again.

Francine Morris Swift, ever the librari-
an, planned to donate her Sherlockian
collection to The Sherlock Holmes
Collections. Sadly, her death in
October 2007 meant her collection,
which she amassed with her beloved
Wayne, was ready to move to
Minnesota. Boxes of books, pho-
tographs, ephemera and even a giant

stuffed rat now adorn the Collections.
Our thanks go to Peter Blau, not only
for writing about his friends Wayne
and Francine but also for helping with
the packing and mailing of the many,
many boxes.

John Bergquist has provided us with a
look at Leaves from The Copper Beeches,
and its interesting authors and editors,
published 50 years ago. I’d like to
thank Christy Allen for providing
information about Conan Doyle’s poet-
ry as featured in our 100 Years Ago
column. Dick Sveum updates us on the
status of the drive for the E.W.
McDiarmid Curatorship.
It’s gratifying to receive notes from

readers and other interested parties,
and this issue features two of those:
Georgina Doyle, author of Out of the
Shadows: The Untold Story of Arthur
Conan Doyle’s First Family, read Dick
Sveum’s article from December 2008
with a careful eye and has corrected a
date. Soren Eversoll, an honored visitor
to the Collections last year, continues
his interest in Sherlock Holmes,
according to a note sent by his mother.

So it’s business as usual at The
Sherlock Holmes Collections, for
which we are all thankful.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Musings...Continued from Page 4
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ADDED TO THE COLLECTIONS

In the recently published About Sixty, 
edited by Christopher Redmond, 
author Nancy Stotts Jones does her 
best to convince the reader that “The 
Adventure of the Dying Detective” is 
“the brightest star” in the Canon. De-
spite her valiant effort, it doesn’t seem 
that you’ll find many people who agree 
that the story should be rated near the 
top of their favorite Sherlock Holmes 
stories. The story was first published in 
Collier’s Weekly Magazine in November 

to coordinate their wartime response. 
Their work was massive and unprec-
edented. From April 1917 – December 
1919, they raised nearly 162 million 
dollars to fund their efforts. (that 
would be over 2 billion dollars today). 
The Y directed all of this money 
towards fulfilling their responsibility 
to ‘provide for the amusement and 
recreation of the troops by means of its 
(the YMCA’s) usual program of social, 
educational, physical and religious 
activities. The Y spent $931,273 ($13 
million today) on writing materials, 
camp newspapers and other publica-
tions. In addition to song books and 
hymnals, which comprise the bulk of 
the small format literature printed by 
the Y that I am aware of, this little vol-
ume was intended to be carried with 
the troops and offer a short respite 
from the boredom and drudgery of 
war.”

Bean also directed our attention to the 
book Service with Fighting Men, pub-
lished in 1922. Subtitled An Account 
of the Work of the American Young Men’s 
Christian Associations in the World War, 
the introduction was written by Wil-
liam Howard Taft, who notes that the 
American YMCA served “between four 
and five millions of American soldiers 
and sailors, at home and overseas. As 
General Pershing has said, it conducted 
nine-tenths of the welfare work among 
the American forces in Europe.” 

The United States servicemen and 
women didn’t participate in the Great 
War for as long a period as their 
European counterparts, but for those 
far away from home, engaged in the 
brutality of the war, reading material 
such as Two Bully Good Stories must 
have offered that “short respite from 
the boredom and drudgery of war.” 
And what about the other bully good 
story, Grey Cloud by Jack Hines? It 
was also reprinted by permission of 
George H. Doran Company. It wasn’t a 
Sherlock Holmes adventure, but it was 
a tale of a dog who did something in 
the nighttime. 

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

1913, and in The Strand Magazine the 
following month. With the United 
States entry into the hostilities of 
World War I in April 1917, the YMCA 
published a small booklet containing 
the story that was undoubtedly a wel-
come bit of reading for servicemen.

The paper booklet, titled Two Bully 
Good Stories, The Adventure of the 
Dying Detective by A. Conan Doyle 
[and] Grey Cloud by Jack Hines, is 
only 3-3/8 inches tall and 2-1/4 inches 
wide. It carries the insignia of the 
YMCA on the cover and states it was 
“Published for the NATIONAL WAR 
WORK COUNCIL of Young Men’s 
Christian Association of United States 
by Association Press, 347 Madi-
son Avenue, New York.” The inside 
cover states that the Holmes story was 
“Taken by permission from ‘His Last 
Bow’, copyright 1917, by George H. 
Doran Company.”

“The Doughboy 
Center, The Story 
of the American Ex-
peditionary Forces” 
<http://www.world-
war1.com/dbc/ymca.
htm> is a website 
developed to tell the 
story of the YMCA 
in World War I. It 
states that during the 
first World War, the 
YMCA expanded on 
the ongoing services 
and overseas enter-
tainment developed 
for the troops during 
the Civil War. “Troop 
education was a 
substantial YMCA 
program.” Ryan Bean 
serves as the Refer-
ence and Outreach 
Archivist of the 
Kautz Family YMCA 
Archives at the 
Elmer L. Andersen 
Library. He wrote 
“The National War 
Work Council was 
the organizational 
body created by the 
American YMCA 

50 Years Ago… Continued from Page 3
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It was in London that he visited 
the Marylebone Library to conduct 
research, and a conversation with the 
assistant reference librarian led to the 
idea of mounting a Sherlock Holmes 
exhibition in conjunction with the 
1951 Festival of Britain, which resulted 
in the resurrected Sherlock Holmes So-
ciety of London. While not a founding 
member, he was present at the April 
18, 1951 inaugural meeting. By the 
following year he was on the society 
council as the first Joint Editor of the 
Journal, along with Philip Dalton. In 
1958, upon the death of Chairman 
Gavin Brend, Holroyd was chosen to 
serve as the Chairman of the Society, 
a post he held until 1960, the same 
year his book The Gaslight Murders was 
published. 

Holroyd’s Baker Street By-Ways was 
published in 1959, and that same year, 
while situated on Baker Street, he was 
interviewed on a television program. 
His essay “Where was 221B?”, also 
from 1959, was included in the 

anthology The Grand Game, Vol. 1, 
edited by Leslie Klinger and Laurie 
King. He received the Baker Street 
Irregulars investiture of “The St. 
Pancras Case” in 1963. Holroyd 
remained active with the Society 
through the years and is remembered 
for his column “The Egg Spoon.” 

James Edward Holroyd died in 
London on March 9, 1985. The 
September 1985 issue of the Baker 
Street Journal carried “The Stand Upon 
the Terrace” for two stalwarts of the 
London Society, Lord Gore Booth (who 
died in 1984) and Holroyd. Stanley 
MacKenzie wrote of Holroyd that “his 
contributions to Sherlockian literature 
were numerous.” Otto Penzler made 
at least one those contributions more 
accessible with his 1994 reprinting 
of Seventeen Steps to 221B. We 
remember Holroyd for those 
numerous contributions and 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
Seventeen Steps to 221B.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Peter Rowland donated a copy of his new work, Mr. Hornung’s Three Goddesses – 
A Victorian Novelist at Work.

Two new pins were added to the Collections: Bonnie MacBird donated The Sherlock Breakfast 
Club pin, and Monica Schmidt added one for the Younger Stamfords.
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A FEW NOTES… Continued from Page 1

of story/title. It was good to be in the 
know when it came time to prepare 
our recent exhibit, and it enhanced my 
enjoyment of several of the conference 
presentations.
 
Another recent donation is an accrual 
to the Stanton O. and June Rolstad Berg 
Collection — Stanton donated his fire-
arm forensic material to the Collections 
in late spring of 2016. Together they 
created a highly detailed index filing 
card catalog that documents manufac-
tured firearms, providing the name, 
description, and relevant publication 
citations; head stamps (markings on the 
bottom of a cartridge case) which are 
organized alphabetically from A to Z, 
and numerically, complete with cross-
references; firing pin impressions which 
includes drawings for each, cartridges 
by size and specimen numbers; and ri-

fling standards. They created a resource 
that propelled Stanton to the top of his 
field, consulting on high profile cases; 
his word pointed to the possible guilt 
or innocence of a defendant. Stanton 
and June created an amazing knowl-
edge resource in order to expedite the 
pursuit of truth. And, a librarian will 
always thrill at the site of a card catalog.

These two recent accruals to the Collec-
tions express the very sort of friendship 
that we honor and celebrate when we 
come together as Sherlockian enthusi-
asts. Our exhibit and conference this 
past summer was a culmination of 
joyful work – the inspiration of Sher-
lockians playing the Great Game, and 
finding community where friendship 
is routinely honored and lifted up as a 
noble endeavor. This is really what is in 
the Collections we receive and why it is 

such a gift to be part of this Sherlock-
ian Universe. Personal treasures are 
made available for others to see and 
learn from. In doing so, friendships 
start through shared experiences – such 
as holding Vincent Starrett’s leather 
bound Beeton’s Christmas Annual, or a 
sharing in the spectacular rendition of 
all of parodies of Sherlock’s name, or 
the keepsake book created by our own 
Norwegian Explorers for the confer-
ence…those “wow” moments of gener-
osity…that’s what is here. 

I share in the duties to steward this 
great collection and I love every day of 
it. Thank you for your encouragement 
and support over the past two years. It’s 
a pleasure to keep the memory green of 
the Master. 

In 1967, George Allen & Unwin Ltd. 
published an anthology of writings 
titled Seventeen Steps to 221B. As the 
dust jacket notes, at this moment 
in time when “the Sherlock Holmes 
Society has doubled its membership…
while in the United States there are at 
least 50 groups devoted to Holmes and 
Watson…James Edward Holroyd has 
had the happy idea of assembling a 
representative selection of the tributes 
of affection which English writers have 
devoted to the legend of Baker Street 
in the past 50 years.” The book was 
received well; the September 1968 
Baker Street Journal referred to it as 
“that excellent work.”

In his introduction, Holroyd pondered 
“what makes the Baker Street move-
ment tick.” After all, re-reading the 
Canon is “to evoke snug echoes of a 
vanished era, largely untroubled by 
the internal combustion engine, totally 
unshadowed by the bomb. It is, I sup-
pose, like journeying back towards the 
serenity and security of childhood.” 
50 years on from the publication of 
Holroyd’s book, contemporary readers 
of Seventeen Steps to 221B may have 
read the original Canonical adventures 
during their own childhoods, but it 
wasn’t a Victorian or Edwardian era 
childhood. Nevertheless, the appeal 
of Baker Street remains stronger than 
ever.

Holroyd wrote how he chose the par-
ticular seventeen pieces, “an allusion 
to the number of steps leading up to 
the sitting-room at 221B,” to “illus-
trate the learned and/or light-hearted 
affection which has been given to the 
Baker Street legend by English writ-
ers….” Those writers, some much bet-
ter known than others, were Maurice 
Baring, A.A. Milne, Ronald Knox, S.C. 
Roberts, Desmond MacCarthy, Dorothy 

was in a cotton firm, as noted by 
Nick Utechin in his interview “James 
Edward Holroyd” which ran in the 
Winter 1982 Sherlock Holmes Journal. 
He turned to freelance journalism and 
at the age of 25 “joined a weekly paper 
run by The Guardian… then worked 
for the Mail, Daily Dispatch and Man-
chester Evening Chronicle.” (Utechin) He 
left journalism for a period, working in 
the Ministry of Information for London 
and Manchester, and for the Ministry 
of Food before returning in 1944 to 
London’s Board of Trade, where he was 
the press officer. He eventually served 
as editor for the Board of Trade Journal 
and then returned to freelance 
journalism. 
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Darwin, E.V. Knox, J.C. Masterman, 
Gavin Brend, Adrian Conan Doyle, 
John Dickson Carr, Holroyd, W. C. 
Bristowe, Lord Donegall and Bernard 
Davies. Holroyd, writing of his deci-
sion of who to include in the book, 
wrote “The collection is not claimed 
to be more than representative; if it 
requires a justification it is that much 
of the material is not readily accessible 
otherwise.”

Seventeen Steps to 221B wasn’t the 
first Sherlockian book by Holroyd 
and certainly not his first published 
work. James Edward Holroyd, O.B.E., 
was born Dec. 7, 1902 in Stock-
port, Cheshire, England. His first job 
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his is the 20th year of the 
Friends of the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections Newslet-
ter. It was in the Oak Room 
of Algonquin Hotel, where 

an advisory committee meeting was 
held, that a quarterly newsletter was 
proposed to better foster communica-
tion with members and to highlight 
items in the Collections. These twenty 
volumes would not have been pos-
sible without the tireless efforts of our 
editor Julie McKuras as well as all who 

T have contributed articles. It also takes 
money to design, print and mail the 
newsletter, and it is your annual mem-
bership donation that helps pay for it.

I enjoyed seeing friends in New York 
City for the BSI Birthday Weekend. 
The Yale Club of NYC now serves as 
the center of activity, but I was able to 
visit the Algonquin Hotel to marvel at 
how fast twenty years sped by and yet 
how timeless our friendship and activi-
ties are.  

If you have not yet renewed your 
membership for 2017, please do it 
today and consider a donation of mate-
rial or money.

Thanks again to all our old and new 
friends who contribute to the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections helping us pre-
serve Sherlock Holmes and his world.

Richard J. Sveum, MD, BSI

From the President
t has been a mild winter, but 
even so my thoughts turn to 
spring. If the past is any guide—
and it usually is—these next few 
months promise to be the busiest 

of the year. It is a time for annual 
reviews, setting goals, final acquisi-
tions, conferences, lectures, symposia, 
projects and papers—in short, a big 
wind-up before the end of the aca-
demic and fiscal years. There is an ebb 
and flow to the academic calendar, a 
scholarly rhythm that I find both use-
ful and invigorating. 

Publication is a part of this studious 
cadence. At the moment, Cheryll Fong 
and I are looking forward to the ap-
pearance of our first jointly authored 
article. It will appear in a special 
Sherlock Holmes issue of the peer-
reviewed journal Transformative Works 
and Cultures (TWC) <http://journal.
transformativeworks.org>, guest edited 
by Betsy Rosenblatt and Roberta Pear-
son. TWC is one of the many projects 
of The Organization for Transforma-
tive Works, “a nonprofit organization 
run by and for fans to provide access 
to and preserve the history of fan-
works and fan cultures.” One of their 
other projects, Archive of Our Own, is 
well-known to writers and readers of 
Sherlockian fan fiction.

Another publication, this time in my 
online blog Special and Rare on a Stick, 
is a longish essay about my reaction 
to the British Broadcasting Corpora-
tion’s television series Sherlock. In my 
post, “Regarding Sherlock,” I play the 
role of an amateur sleuth, looking for 
clues to the narrative arc of the series. 
Inspired by an online post by author 
Bonnie MacBird, I put forward a thesis 
“that Sherlock is a superbly creative 
invention designed to encompass the 
entire world of Mr. Holmes, and in 
that embrace offer commentary on an 

I extraordinary friendship (and friend-
ship, generally)….My premise includes 
not only the Canon, but Apocrypha, 
parody, pastiche, fandom (broadly 
defined as running the spectrum from 
traditionalist to convention-attending 
cosplayer)—in short, anything having 
to do with Mr. Holmes and Dr. Wat-
son—in all media.” You may not agree 
with my argument—or the one Cheryll 
and I put forward in TWC—but I hope 
you’ll take the opportunity to read 
both pieces, and, perhaps, send us a 
response.

Outreach is another part of our annual 
activities. In the beginning of April, 
Cheryll and I will travel to Atlanta for 
the annual 221BCon, a fan conven-
tion “for all things Sherlock Holmes.” 
Our attendance is part of a concerted 
effort on behalf of the Collections to 
meet fans and talk with them about 
their creative endeavors. Ultimately, 
we hope to collect new fan fiction and 
other digital creations for the Collec-
tions. But before we can do that, we 
need to build relationships and make 
ourselves known among a fan base we 
don’t always see or interact with in an 
academic setting. By making ourselves 
known and available at various fan 
conventions, we hope to grow interest 
in what we’re doing in Minneapolis 
and learn what so many fans are doing 
across the world.

In the meantime, I’ll also prepare for 
another outreach activity in June. I’ve 
been invited (for the second time) 
to speak to the Sub-Librarians scion 
society of the Baker Street Irregulars 
in the American Library Association 
(ALA). I’ll be speaking during ALA’s 
annual meeting in Chicago. The pro-
posed title of my talk is “A View from 
the Sherlock Holmes Collections at the 
University of Minnesota.” I intend to 
offer a few thoughts on Conan Doyle’s 

relationship to his work, the current 
state of Holmesian fandom, and recent 
Sherlockian media manifestations 
including BBC’s Sherlock and CBS’s 
Elementary. This will be the forty-first 
irregular annual gathering of the Sub-
Librarians, a scion established in 1967 
and the oldest themed or profession-
oriented Society related to Sherlock 
Holmes.

As you read this, work continues on 
organizing and describing the Collec-
tions, creating new digital resources, 
and planning for the move into the 
new Maxine Houghton Wallin Special 
Collections Research Center on the 
ground floor of Andersen Library. Part 
of this move will include relocating 
the Allen Mackler 221B Sitting Room 
permanent exhibit from its current 
location in Wilson Library to a new 
location on the second floor of Ander-
sen Library. Once all of these moves 
take place, we’ll truly have everything 
under one roof. We look forward to 
that day.

We also look forward to seeing some 
of you over the next few months if 
our paths cross at 221BCon in Atlanta 
or later in Chicago. Through your 
continued interest in and support of 
the Collections, you make our work 
possible. Teaching, publication, and 
outreach are key components in higher 
education. Your contributions in time, 
money, or materials help move our 
enterprise even higher, to a true collec-
tion of distinction, recognized around 
the world. Thank you for all you do to 
make this possible!

Timothy Johnson, Curator

An Update from the Collections

MUSINGS
hen writing about the Sherlock Holmes Collections, it’s clear that there’s always something going on, be it 
presentations, visitors or acquisitions. Cheryll Fong has written our lead article about the continuing donations 
of several generous friends.

Doing the articles for this newsletter generally requires research, and this issue was no exception. What was 
somewhat exceptional for our 50 and 100 Years Ago columns was where the assistance and research originated. For the 50 Years 
Ago, help came from two points in England. I’d like to thank both Roger Johnson and Nick Utechin for their help in learning 
more about James Edward Holroyd, an author and invaluable member of the Sherlock Holmes Society of London. For the 100 
Years Ago column, the help came from within the Elmer L. Andersen Library. Ryan Bean, Reference and Outreach Archivist for 
the Kautz Family YMCA Archives, is located only two floors above the Sherlock Holmes Collections. The Kautz Family YMCA 
Archives collects the Y’s historical records. Ryan’s help with the history of the small book was of great help. As usual, Tim John-
son and Dick Sveum have contributed their regular columns.

Thank you for your support over the last twenty volumes.
       

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

W



Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections 5Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections4

his is the 20th year of the 
Friends of the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections Newslet-
ter. It was in the Oak Room 
of Algonquin Hotel, where 

an advisory committee meeting was 
held, that a quarterly newsletter was 
proposed to better foster communica-
tion with members and to highlight 
items in the Collections. These twenty 
volumes would not have been pos-
sible without the tireless efforts of our 
editor Julie McKuras as well as all who 

T have contributed articles. It also takes 
money to design, print and mail the 
newsletter, and it is your annual mem-
bership donation that helps pay for it.

I enjoyed seeing friends in New York 
City for the BSI Birthday Weekend. 
The Yale Club of NYC now serves as 
the center of activity, but I was able to 
visit the Algonquin Hotel to marvel at 
how fast twenty years sped by and yet 
how timeless our friendship and activi-
ties are.  

If you have not yet renewed your 
membership for 2017, please do it 
today and consider a donation of mate-
rial or money.

Thanks again to all our old and new 
friends who contribute to the Sherlock 
Holmes Collections helping us pre-
serve Sherlock Holmes and his world.

Richard J. Sveum, MD, BSI

From the President
t has been a mild winter, but 
even so my thoughts turn to 
spring. If the past is any guide—
and it usually is—these next few 
months promise to be the busiest 

of the year. It is a time for annual 
reviews, setting goals, final acquisi-
tions, conferences, lectures, symposia, 
projects and papers—in short, a big 
wind-up before the end of the aca-
demic and fiscal years. There is an ebb 
and flow to the academic calendar, a 
scholarly rhythm that I find both use-
ful and invigorating. 

Publication is a part of this studious 
cadence. At the moment, Cheryll Fong 
and I are looking forward to the ap-
pearance of our first jointly authored 
article. It will appear in a special 
Sherlock Holmes issue of the peer-
reviewed journal Transformative Works 
and Cultures (TWC) <http://journal.
transformativeworks.org>, guest edited 
by Betsy Rosenblatt and Roberta Pear-
son. TWC is one of the many projects 
of The Organization for Transforma-
tive Works, “a nonprofit organization 
run by and for fans to provide access 
to and preserve the history of fan-
works and fan cultures.” One of their 
other projects, Archive of Our Own, is 
well-known to writers and readers of 
Sherlockian fan fiction.

Another publication, this time in my 
online blog Special and Rare on a Stick, 
is a longish essay about my reaction 
to the British Broadcasting Corpora-
tion’s television series Sherlock. In my 
post, “Regarding Sherlock,” I play the 
role of an amateur sleuth, looking for 
clues to the narrative arc of the series. 
Inspired by an online post by author 
Bonnie MacBird, I put forward a thesis 
“that Sherlock is a superbly creative 
invention designed to encompass the 
entire world of Mr. Holmes, and in 
that embrace offer commentary on an 

I extraordinary friendship (and friend-
ship, generally)….My premise includes 
not only the Canon, but Apocrypha, 
parody, pastiche, fandom (broadly 
defined as running the spectrum from 
traditionalist to convention-attending 
cosplayer)—in short, anything having 
to do with Mr. Holmes and Dr. Wat-
son—in all media.” You may not agree 
with my argument—or the one Cheryll 
and I put forward in TWC—but I hope 
you’ll take the opportunity to read 
both pieces, and, perhaps, send us a 
response.

Outreach is another part of our annual 
activities. In the beginning of April, 
Cheryll and I will travel to Atlanta for 
the annual 221BCon, a fan conven-
tion “for all things Sherlock Holmes.” 
Our attendance is part of a concerted 
effort on behalf of the Collections to 
meet fans and talk with them about 
their creative endeavors. Ultimately, 
we hope to collect new fan fiction and 
other digital creations for the Collec-
tions. But before we can do that, we 
need to build relationships and make 
ourselves known among a fan base we 
don’t always see or interact with in an 
academic setting. By making ourselves 
known and available at various fan 
conventions, we hope to grow interest 
in what we’re doing in Minneapolis 
and learn what so many fans are doing 
across the world.

In the meantime, I’ll also prepare for 
another outreach activity in June. I’ve 
been invited (for the second time) 
to speak to the Sub-Librarians scion 
society of the Baker Street Irregulars 
in the American Library Association 
(ALA). I’ll be speaking during ALA’s 
annual meeting in Chicago. The pro-
posed title of my talk is “A View from 
the Sherlock Holmes Collections at the 
University of Minnesota.” I intend to 
offer a few thoughts on Conan Doyle’s 

relationship to his work, the current 
state of Holmesian fandom, and recent 
Sherlockian media manifestations 
including BBC’s Sherlock and CBS’s 
Elementary. This will be the forty-first 
irregular annual gathering of the Sub-
Librarians, a scion established in 1967 
and the oldest themed or profession-
oriented Society related to Sherlock 
Holmes.

As you read this, work continues on 
organizing and describing the Collec-
tions, creating new digital resources, 
and planning for the move into the 
new Maxine Houghton Wallin Special 
Collections Research Center on the 
ground floor of Andersen Library. Part 
of this move will include relocating 
the Allen Mackler 221B Sitting Room 
permanent exhibit from its current 
location in Wilson Library to a new 
location on the second floor of Ander-
sen Library. Once all of these moves 
take place, we’ll truly have everything 
under one roof. We look forward to 
that day.

We also look forward to seeing some 
of you over the next few months if 
our paths cross at 221BCon in Atlanta 
or later in Chicago. Through your 
continued interest in and support of 
the Collections, you make our work 
possible. Teaching, publication, and 
outreach are key components in higher 
education. Your contributions in time, 
money, or materials help move our 
enterprise even higher, to a true collec-
tion of distinction, recognized around 
the world. Thank you for all you do to 
make this possible!

Timothy Johnson, Curator

An Update from the Collections

MUSINGS
hen writing about the Sherlock Holmes Collections, it’s clear that there’s always something going on, be it 
presentations, visitors or acquisitions. Cheryll Fong has written our lead article about the continuing donations 
of several generous friends.

Doing the articles for this newsletter generally requires research, and this issue was no exception. What was 
somewhat exceptional for our 50 and 100 Years Ago columns was where the assistance and research originated. For the 50 Years 
Ago, help came from two points in England. I’d like to thank both Roger Johnson and Nick Utechin for their help in learning 
more about James Edward Holroyd, an author and invaluable member of the Sherlock Holmes Society of London. For the 100 
Years Ago column, the help came from within the Elmer L. Andersen Library. Ryan Bean, Reference and Outreach Archivist for 
the Kautz Family YMCA Archives, is located only two floors above the Sherlock Holmes Collections. The Kautz Family YMCA 
Archives collects the Y’s historical records. Ryan’s help with the history of the small book was of great help. As usual, Tim John-
son and Dick Sveum have contributed their regular columns.

Thank you for your support over the last twenty volumes.
       

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

W



Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections 3Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections6

A FEW NOTES… Continued from Page 1

of story/title. It was good to be in the 
know when it came time to prepare 
our recent exhibit, and it enhanced my 
enjoyment of several of the conference 
presentations.
 
Another recent donation is an accrual 
to the Stanton O. and June Rolstad Berg 
Collection — Stanton donated his fire-
arm forensic material to the Collections 
in late spring of 2016. Together they 
created a highly detailed index filing 
card catalog that documents manufac-
tured firearms, providing the name, 
description, and relevant publication 
citations; head stamps (markings on the 
bottom of a cartridge case) which are 
organized alphabetically from A to Z, 
and numerically, complete with cross-
references; firing pin impressions which 
includes drawings for each, cartridges 
by size and specimen numbers; and ri-

fling standards. They created a resource 
that propelled Stanton to the top of his 
field, consulting on high profile cases; 
his word pointed to the possible guilt 
or innocence of a defendant. Stanton 
and June created an amazing knowl-
edge resource in order to expedite the 
pursuit of truth. And, a librarian will 
always thrill at the site of a card catalog.

These two recent accruals to the Collec-
tions express the very sort of friendship 
that we honor and celebrate when we 
come together as Sherlockian enthusi-
asts. Our exhibit and conference this 
past summer was a culmination of 
joyful work – the inspiration of Sher-
lockians playing the Great Game, and 
finding community where friendship 
is routinely honored and lifted up as a 
noble endeavor. This is really what is in 
the Collections we receive and why it is 

such a gift to be part of this Sherlock-
ian Universe. Personal treasures are 
made available for others to see and 
learn from. In doing so, friendships 
start through shared experiences – such 
as holding Vincent Starrett’s leather 
bound Beeton’s Christmas Annual, or a 
sharing in the spectacular rendition of 
all of parodies of Sherlock’s name, or 
the keepsake book created by our own 
Norwegian Explorers for the confer-
ence…those “wow” moments of gener-
osity…that’s what is here. 

I share in the duties to steward this 
great collection and I love every day of 
it. Thank you for your encouragement 
and support over the past two years. It’s 
a pleasure to keep the memory green of 
the Master. 

In 1967, George Allen & Unwin Ltd. 
published an anthology of writings 
titled Seventeen Steps to 221B. As the 
dust jacket notes, at this moment 
in time when “the Sherlock Holmes 
Society has doubled its membership…
while in the United States there are at 
least 50 groups devoted to Holmes and 
Watson…James Edward Holroyd has 
had the happy idea of assembling a 
representative selection of the tributes 
of affection which English writers have 
devoted to the legend of Baker Street 
in the past 50 years.” The book was 
received well; the September 1968 
Baker Street Journal referred to it as 
“that excellent work.”

In his introduction, Holroyd pondered 
“what makes the Baker Street move-
ment tick.” After all, re-reading the 
Canon is “to evoke snug echoes of a 
vanished era, largely untroubled by 
the internal combustion engine, totally 
unshadowed by the bomb. It is, I sup-
pose, like journeying back towards the 
serenity and security of childhood.” 
50 years on from the publication of 
Holroyd’s book, contemporary readers 
of Seventeen Steps to 221B may have 
read the original Canonical adventures 
during their own childhoods, but it 
wasn’t a Victorian or Edwardian era 
childhood. Nevertheless, the appeal 
of Baker Street remains stronger than 
ever.

Holroyd wrote how he chose the par-
ticular seventeen pieces, “an allusion 
to the number of steps leading up to 
the sitting-room at 221B,” to “illus-
trate the learned and/or light-hearted 
affection which has been given to the 
Baker Street legend by English writ-
ers….” Those writers, some much bet-
ter known than others, were Maurice 
Baring, A.A. Milne, Ronald Knox, S.C. 
Roberts, Desmond MacCarthy, Dorothy 

was in a cotton firm, as noted by 
Nick Utechin in his interview “James 
Edward Holroyd” which ran in the 
Winter 1982 Sherlock Holmes Journal. 
He turned to freelance journalism and 
at the age of 25 “joined a weekly paper 
run by The Guardian… then worked 
for the Mail, Daily Dispatch and Man-
chester Evening Chronicle.” (Utechin) He 
left journalism for a period, working in 
the Ministry of Information for London 
and Manchester, and for the Ministry 
of Food before returning in 1944 to 
London’s Board of Trade, where he was 
the press officer. He eventually served 
as editor for the Board of Trade Journal 
and then returned to freelance 
journalism. 

L. Sayers, Arthur Marshall, Bernard 
Darwin, E.V. Knox, J.C. Masterman, 
Gavin Brend, Adrian Conan Doyle, 
John Dickson Carr, Holroyd, W. C. 
Bristowe, Lord Donegall and Bernard 
Davies. Holroyd, writing of his deci-
sion of who to include in the book, 
wrote “The collection is not claimed 
to be more than representative; if it 
requires a justification it is that much 
of the material is not readily accessible 
otherwise.”

Seventeen Steps to 221B wasn’t the 
first Sherlockian book by Holroyd 
and certainly not his first published 
work. James Edward Holroyd, O.B.E., 
was born Dec. 7, 1902 in Stock-
port, Cheshire, England. His first job 
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The March 2008 issue of this newslet-
ter featured an article about The Flag,
published in 1908, which benefitted
the Union Jack Club. One of the
entries in The Flag was Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle’s “The Grey Dress –
Unpublished Dialogue from ‘A Duet.’”

The following year, in 1909, The Press
Album was published to aid the
Journalists’ Orphan Fund, and as he
had done the previous year, Conan
Doyle stepped forward with a contri-
bution. The book, edited by Thomas
Catling and published by John Murray,
has an introductory note which gives
the history of the Fund. It began in
“1892 with a gift of £1,000 by the late
Lord Glenesk and £500 by the late Sir
John Willox…Working pressmen
throughout the country commenced
contributions, and in the same year
the first orphan was adopted.” The
reader is assured that “Every penny
contributed to the Fund, from its
beginning seventeen years ago, has
been devoted to the keep and educa-
tion of the orphans…Avoiding any
expenditure on bricks and mortar, the
principle laid down was that of saving
the child to its home and its home to
the child.” 

Thomas Catling edited The Press
Album. Born September 23, 1838, he
worked for Lloyd’s Weekly News, as a
compositor, writer, news editor from
1866 through 1884, then editor from
1884 through 1907. The Scoop
Database, subscription biographical
dictionary of British and Irish journal-
ists from the period of 1800 – 1950,
indicates he extended the circulation
of the paper beyond London and was
reputed to be the first to use the auto-

mobile for “journalistic purposes.”
Catling was active in the Institute of
Journalists and traveled extensively
through America, Canada, the Middle
East and Europe, including France
during World War I. He served as a
delegate to the Conference of the
International Association of Journalists
at Berlin in 1908, and later as
President of the British International
Society of Journalists during 1915. He
passed away on December 25, 1920.

Catling’s name also appears in con-
junction with The Savage Club of
London. Founded in 1857, the mem-
bers come from the worlds of art,
drama, law, literature, music or sci-
ence.  Former members have included
notables such as Charlie Chaplin,
Mark Twain, Wilkie Collins, James
McNeill Whistler, Sir Alexander
Fleming, W. S. Gilbert, Sir Henry
Irving, Dante Rossetti, Dylan Thomas,
Herbert Beerbohm Tree, Edgar
Wallace and Peter Ustinov. It is cur-
rently located at 1 Whitehall Place,
London and their website indicates it
“remains one of the leading Bohemian
Gentleman’s Clubs in London.” 

In 1882, the Prince of Wales, later
Edward VII, became an honorary
member of the Club. He enjoyed the
atmosphere and suggested that a
masonic lodge would be a good addi-
tion to the facilities. On December 3,
1886, Catling wrote to the Grand
Secretary of United Grand Lodge,
enclosing an “imposing group of peti-
tioners,” proposing that a new lodge
be founded for the approximately
25% of the membership who were
Masons. On January 18, 1887, The
Savage Club Lodge was consecrated at
Freemasons’ Hall and Sir Henry Irving
was invested as Treasurer. There is no
longer a formal connection between
the Lodge and the Club.

After his retirement from Lloyd’s
Weekly News, Catling undertook the
editing task for The Press Album. The

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections2

table of contents for this 224 page
illustrated book includes works by
Alfred Noyes, Arthur Morrison,
Rosamund Marriott-Watson, Eden
Phillpotts, John Galsworthy, F. Anstey
and Jerome K. Jerome, to name but a
few of the contributors. Page 20 fea-
tures the poem “By the North Sea” by
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is a short
poem, and there is a facsimile of the
last stanza as written by Conan Doyle.

Her cheek was wet with North Sea spray,
We walked where tide and shingle meet,
The long waves rolled from far away
To purr in ripples at our feet.
And as we walked it seemed to me
That three old friends had met that day:
The old old sky, the old old sea,
And love, which is as old as they.

Out seaward hung the brooding mist,
We saw it rolling, fold on fold,
And marked the great Sun Alchemist
Turn all its leaden edge to gold.
Look well, look well, oh lady mine!
The grey below, the gold above;
For so the greyest life may shine
All golden in the light of love.

The Press Album added over £1000 to
the Institute of Journalists Orphan
Fund.

Christy Allen, who contributes fre-
quently to the ConanDoyle (ACD) list
on the Internet, is interested in Conan
Doyle’s poetry. She wrote:

I’ve tried to do some research about
the poem proper and how/why it
was written, but have come up
empty.

What I did learn was that it was
almost certainly written when Jean
was pregnant with Denis (who was
born in March of 1909, just one
month before The Press Book was
published).

According to Doyle’s own correspon-
dence (from A Life in Letters), this
was a worrisome time. Jean was
pregnant with her first child at age
34 and Doyle was worried about her
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health during and after the pregnan-
cy. This certainly would explain the
somewhat sombre tone of the poem. 
The use of the word “lady” in the last
stanza seems to strongly
suggest that it was written to/for
Lady Jean. 

Also, the fact that they were expect-
ing their first child may have
influenced Doyle’s decision to con-
tribute to The Press Book in the
first place. Being a father himself, I’m
sure he could easily empathize with
the fatherless children which would
benefit from the sale of the volume.

Finally, Doyle wrote a poem about
orphans which was published in
Songs of the Road, just a few pages
after “By the North Sea.” It was
called “The Orphanage” and is repro-
duced below.

I wonder, perhaps, if he was think-
ing of the Orphan’s Fund when he
wrote this?

The Orphanage

When, ere the tangled web is reft,
The kid-gloved villain scowls and sneers,
And hapless innocence is left
With no assets save sighs and tears,
’Tis then, just then,  that in there stalks
The hero, watchful of her needs,
He talks! Great heavens, how he talks
But we forgive him, for his deeds.

Life is the drama here to-day
And Death the villain of the plot.
It is a realistic play;
Shall it end well or shall it not
The hero? Oh, the hero’s part
Is vacant—to be played by you.
Then act it well! An orphan’s heart
May beat the lighter if you do.

Christy Allen and Julie McKuras

References: 
http://www.scoop-
database.com/bio/catling_thomas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savage_Club
http://www.savageclub.com/

100 Years Ago...Continued from Page 2

Continued on page 7

never the same for Francine; she
missed sharing their interests and most
of all, she missed his companionship.
And when she passed away, their
friends had the same reaction as people
had when George Burns died; his pass-
ing meant that he was together with
Gracie again.

Francine Morris Swift, ever the librari-
an, planned to donate her Sherlockian
collection to The Sherlock Holmes
Collections. Sadly, her death in
October 2007 meant her collection,
which she amassed with her beloved
Wayne, was ready to move to
Minnesota. Boxes of books, pho-
tographs, ephemera and even a giant

stuffed rat now adorn the Collections.
Our thanks go to Peter Blau, not only
for writing about his friends Wayne
and Francine but also for helping with
the packing and mailing of the many,
many boxes.

John Bergquist has provided us with a
look at Leaves from The Copper Beeches,
and its interesting authors and editors,
published 50 years ago. I’d like to
thank Christy Allen for providing
information about Conan Doyle’s poet-
ry as featured in our 100 Years Ago
column. Dick Sveum updates us on the
status of the drive for the E.W.
McDiarmid Curatorship.
It’s gratifying to receive notes from

readers and other interested parties,
and this issue features two of those:
Georgina Doyle, author of Out of the
Shadows: The Untold Story of Arthur
Conan Doyle’s First Family, read Dick
Sveum’s article from December 2008
with a careful eye and has corrected a
date. Soren Eversoll, an honored visitor
to the Collections last year, continues
his interest in Sherlock Holmes,
according to a note sent by his mother.

So it’s business as usual at The
Sherlock Holmes Collections, for
which we are all thankful.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Musings...Continued from Page 4
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ADDED TO THE COLLECTIONS

In the recently published About Sixty, 
edited by Christopher Redmond, 
author Nancy Stotts Jones does her 
best to convince the reader that “The 
Adventure of the Dying Detective” is 
“the brightest star” in the Canon. De-
spite her valiant effort, it doesn’t seem 
that you’ll find many people who agree 
that the story should be rated near the 
top of their favorite Sherlock Holmes 
stories. The story was first published in 
Collier’s Weekly Magazine in November 

to coordinate their wartime response. 
Their work was massive and unprec-
edented. From April 1917 – December 
1919, they raised nearly 162 million 
dollars to fund their efforts. (that 
would be over 2 billion dollars today). 
The Y directed all of this money 
towards fulfilling their responsibility 
to ‘provide for the amusement and 
recreation of the troops by means of its 
(the YMCA’s) usual program of social, 
educational, physical and religious 
activities. The Y spent $931,273 ($13 
million today) on writing materials, 
camp newspapers and other publica-
tions. In addition to song books and 
hymnals, which comprise the bulk of 
the small format literature printed by 
the Y that I am aware of, this little vol-
ume was intended to be carried with 
the troops and offer a short respite 
from the boredom and drudgery of 
war.”

Bean also directed our attention to the 
book Service with Fighting Men, pub-
lished in 1922. Subtitled An Account 
of the Work of the American Young Men’s 
Christian Associations in the World War, 
the introduction was written by Wil-
liam Howard Taft, who notes that the 
American YMCA served “between four 
and five millions of American soldiers 
and sailors, at home and overseas. As 
General Pershing has said, it conducted 
nine-tenths of the welfare work among 
the American forces in Europe.” 

The United States servicemen and 
women didn’t participate in the Great 
War for as long a period as their 
European counterparts, but for those 
far away from home, engaged in the 
brutality of the war, reading material 
such as Two Bully Good Stories must 
have offered that “short respite from 
the boredom and drudgery of war.” 
And what about the other bully good 
story, Grey Cloud by Jack Hines? It 
was also reprinted by permission of 
George H. Doran Company. It wasn’t a 
Sherlock Holmes adventure, but it was 
a tale of a dog who did something in 
the nighttime. 

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

1913, and in The Strand Magazine the 
following month. With the United 
States entry into the hostilities of 
World War I in April 1917, the YMCA 
published a small booklet containing 
the story that was undoubtedly a wel-
come bit of reading for servicemen.

The paper booklet, titled Two Bully 
Good Stories, The Adventure of the 
Dying Detective by A. Conan Doyle 
[and] Grey Cloud by Jack Hines, is 
only 3-3/8 inches tall and 2-1/4 inches 
wide. It carries the insignia of the 
YMCA on the cover and states it was 
“Published for the NATIONAL WAR 
WORK COUNCIL of Young Men’s 
Christian Association of United States 
by Association Press, 347 Madi-
son Avenue, New York.” The inside 
cover states that the Holmes story was 
“Taken by permission from ‘His Last 
Bow’, copyright 1917, by George H. 
Doran Company.”

“The Doughboy 
Center, The Story 
of the American Ex-
peditionary Forces” 
<http://www.world-
war1.com/dbc/ymca.
htm> is a website 
developed to tell the 
story of the YMCA 
in World War I. It 
states that during the 
first World War, the 
YMCA expanded on 
the ongoing services 
and overseas enter-
tainment developed 
for the troops during 
the Civil War. “Troop 
education was a 
substantial YMCA 
program.” Ryan Bean 
serves as the Refer-
ence and Outreach 
Archivist of the 
Kautz Family YMCA 
Archives at the 
Elmer L. Andersen 
Library. He wrote 
“The National War 
Work Council was 
the organizational 
body created by the 
American YMCA 
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It was in London that he visited 
the Marylebone Library to conduct 
research, and a conversation with the 
assistant reference librarian led to the 
idea of mounting a Sherlock Holmes 
exhibition in conjunction with the 
1951 Festival of Britain, which resulted 
in the resurrected Sherlock Holmes So-
ciety of London. While not a founding 
member, he was present at the April 
18, 1951 inaugural meeting. By the 
following year he was on the society 
council as the first Joint Editor of the 
Journal, along with Philip Dalton. In 
1958, upon the death of Chairman 
Gavin Brend, Holroyd was chosen to 
serve as the Chairman of the Society, 
a post he held until 1960, the same 
year his book The Gaslight Murders was 
published. 

Holroyd’s Baker Street By-Ways was 
published in 1959, and that same year, 
while situated on Baker Street, he was 
interviewed on a television program. 
His essay “Where was 221B?”, also 
from 1959, was included in the 

anthology The Grand Game, Vol. 1, 
edited by Leslie Klinger and Laurie 
King. He received the Baker Street 
Irregulars investiture of “The St. 
Pancras Case” in 1963. Holroyd 
remained active with the Society 
through the years and is remembered 
for his column “The Egg Spoon.” 

James Edward Holroyd died in 
London on March 9, 1985. The 
September 1985 issue of the Baker 
Street Journal carried “The Stand Upon 
the Terrace” for two stalwarts of the 
London Society, Lord Gore Booth (who 
died in 1984) and Holroyd. Stanley 
MacKenzie wrote of Holroyd that “his 
contributions to Sherlockian literature 
were numerous.” Otto Penzler made 
at least one those contributions more 
accessible with his 1994 reprinting 
of Seventeen Steps to 221B. We 
remember Holroyd for those 
numerous contributions and 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
Seventeen Steps to 221B.

Julie McKuras, ASH, BSI

Peter Rowland donated a copy of his new work, Mr. Hornung’s Three Goddesses – 
A Victorian Novelist at Work.

Two new pins were added to the Collections: Bonnie MacBird donated The Sherlock Breakfast 
Club pin, and Monica Schmidt added one for the Younger Stamfords.
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Francine and Wayne Swift
By Peter E. Blau, ASH, BSI

Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 111, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters,
we would appreciate being informed of changes
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu

t has been said that marriages between two Sherlockians are the most permanent.
Many Sherlockians have found it easy enough to persuade a spouse to enjoy the
Sherlockian world, but when two people who already are Sherlockians marry they
will sooner or later merge their collections, as well as their lives. And there is no

custody battle, whether over the car, the house, the pets, or the children, that can possi-
bly match the difficulty of dividing a collection that has no duplicates.

So for two Sherlockians it’s a matter only of the better, and never the worse. That cer-
tainly was true of Wayne B. Swift and Francine Morris, who were Sherlockians when
they met for the first time. Francine started her Sherlockian life in Texas, where she was
a librarian; she founded The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the

American Library Association, and
was one of the founders of The
Practical, But Limited, Geologists at
an informal luncheon in the Zodiac
Room at Nieman Marcus in Dallas.
When she moved to Washington she
quickly became a member of The
Red Circle, and was one of the ring-
leaders in planning the society’s full-
fledged costume party at the
National Press Club.

Wayne was from Nebraska, an elec-
trical engineer and a teacher, and an
early convert to the world of com-

puters. When he moved to Washington he decided to take an adult-education course in
Sherlock Holmes at a local community college and soon attended his first Sherlockian
function, a running of The Silver Blaze (Southern Division) at Pimlico Race Track in
Maryland, where he and Francine quickly discovered they shared more than an interest
in Sherlock Holmes. They courted , and wed, and had many happy years together, shar-
ing a multitude of interests, Sherlockian and otherwise.

Wayne became a member of The Baker Street Irregulars in 1978 (as “The Giant Rat of
Sumatra”). Francine became a member of The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes in
1977 (as “Hatty Doran”) and was honored by the BSI as The Woman in 1983, and
awarded her Irregular Shilling and Investiture in 1994 (as “The Wigmore Street Post

Continued on page 6
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bottle of Courvoisier plus one fifth of
New Jersey cognac, with the note: ‘Tell
the bartender to serve the Courvoisier
first. Then by the time the Sons get to
the New Jersey cognac, they may not
spot the difference’” (250). Today,
Lellenberg says of Starr, “I’m convinced
that Julian Wolff [who took over leader-
ship of the Baker Street Irregulars under
the title “Commissionaire” after Smith’s
untimely death in 1960] would have
retired as Commissionaire sooner than he
did if Bill Starr had not died at a some-
what early age in 1976 and had been
around in the early ’80s to take over.”

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was par-
tially financed by contributions from
members of the Sons, who are listed in
the acknowledgments. In his memoir of

the history of the scion mentioned earlier,
Thomas Hart reports that a publication
fund was established as early as 1952
(with the princely sum of $4.00.) Hart, as
treasurer of the Publication Committee,
goes on to apologize to the membership
for “his many exhortations for funds, and
many stern admonitions against failure,
made at meetings” over the years.

Illustration by H.W. Starr, captioned “The appeal
for the Publication Fund,” printed in Jon

Lellenberg’s Irregular Crises of the Late ’Forties

(New York, 1999)

The physical book is an interesting
artifact in itself, featuring quarter bind-
ing with textured morocco-colored
endpapers of the same stock as the
covers.

Leaves from The Copper Beeches was fol-
lowed up by a second volume, More
Leaves from The Copper Beeches, in
1976. The Sons are still flourishing as
an active scion society; perhaps some-
day we will be able to look forward to
a third volume.

John Bergquist, BSI
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Wayne and Francine Swift

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made 
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of From
Peter Blau Arthur E.F. Wiese Jr.
Fred Levin Cliff Goldfarb

In Memory Of From
Paul Churchill John Baesch and Evelyn Herzog
Paul Churchill Thomas Drucker
Paul Churchill Warren Randall
Joseph Gillies Michael Kean
Allen Mackler Patricia Nelson
Allen Mackler Once Upon A Crime Mystery Bookstore
Allen Mackler Philip Swiggum
Beatrice McCaffrie John Lockwood
E.W. McDiarmid Michael Brahmey
E.W. McDiarmid Jim DeLeo
E.W. McDiarmid Jeffrey Klaus
E. W. McDiarmid Peter Klaus
Robert Pattrick Vincent Brosnan
Jan Stauber Alexian Gregory
Jan Stauber Francine and Richard Kitts
Tom Stix Karen Anderson
Dr. Richard Sturtz William Sturtz
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A FEW NOTES UPON THE MATTER
By Cheryll Fong

Sherlock Holmes Collections
Suite 111, Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
222 21st Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: 612-626-9166
FAX: 612-625-5525

Timothy J. Johnson, Curator

Mailing list corrections requested—
Because of the high cost of returned newsletters, 
we would appreciate being informed of changes 
of address or other corrections.

For any inquiries contact:
Timothy J. Johnson, Curator
612-624-3552 or
johns976@tc.umn.edu

ne could say I’ve cleared my one-year anniversary now after two years of being 
the part-time assistant curator of the Sherlock Holmes Collections. Part Mrs. 
Hudson, part Watson…I support the unit in a variety of ways – accessioning, 
inventorying, processing, writing, presenting, retrieving/shelving requests, 
monitoring student projects, and wrangling loose ends into something tidy 

and neat. It’s through these tasks that I learn the collections, the names and memories 
that Sherlockians hold dear. 

The more recent 
acquisitions and 
accruals bring me to 
the present, to those 
Sherlockians still mak-
ing their mark on the 
Collections. For years 
now, Jennie Paton 
faithfully sends us 
audio-visual and related 
ephemera nearly quar-
terly with some help 
from her friends around 
the world who look for 
and capture expressions 
of Sherlock Holmes. 
Researchers will marvel 
at the trove of mate-
rial gleaned from her 
explorations online. 
By creating the inven-
tory for her collection, 
I became familiar with 
the names of nearly all 
the Holmes & Watson 
actors (film, television, 
and radio), the span 
of a series, and all the 
various re-iterations 

O

Continued on page 6

Remembrances
In supporting the Sherlock Holmes Collections, many donors have made 
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

In Honor Of From
The Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections Robert Katz, BSI
Alan Kay Bonnie MacBird
Occupants of the Empty House Brad Keefauver

In Memory Of From
Nancy Czarnecki Lawrence Czarnecki
Charles Henry Ray Betzner
Cameron Hollyer Bruce Aikin
Dr. Fred Kittle Lady Georgina Wilson
E. W. McDiarmid Mary McDiarmid
E. W. McDiarmid Karen Titrud
Austin McLean Andrew Malec
Kathy Moran Carol Cavaluzzi
Christopher Morley Andrew Solberg
Gary Schulze Timothy Reich
John Bennett Shaw Richard Sveum
Gordon Speck Marino Alvarez
Gordon Speck John Bergquist
Gordon Speck Andrew Fusco
Gordon Speck Cliff Goldfarb
Gordon Speck Brad Keefauver
Gordon Speck Bill Mason
Gordon Speck Marsha Pollak
Theresa Thomalen Richard and Francine Kitts
Theresa Thomalen Richard and Cynthia Wein
Carl Wirth Robert Hasebroock
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