








UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA Department of Geology and Geophysics 
TWIN CITIES 108 Pillsbury Hall 

 
 

Spring Valley, MN 55975 

Dear : 

310 Pillsbury Drive S.E. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455 

(612) 373-4136 

March 14, 1983 

I have received your letter of February 27, 1983. 
less of a miracle worker than is Dr. . I am not 
Professional of any type and therefore, simply cannot 
problems of your family. 

I am afraid that I am much 
an MD or Health 
comment on the health 

We did not detect any dye in your well during last summers 
did visit your well during our field work before the dye trace. 
remember your well pit with the standing water around it. That 
in general, a good situation. I have no evidence, however, that 
is not causing your problem. 

dye trace. I 
I distinctly 

is not, 
the pit is or 

The tests that the MPCA ran were for the very specific group of chemicals 
associat.ed with the Ironwood situation. Our tests were only for the specific 
dye we injected into the Root River. Neither of these tests covered the more 
general pollutants often present in farm wells in southeastern Minnesota. 
If you have not already done so, you should have the well tested for nitrates 
and bacteria. You should be able to obtain such tests for a nominal fee 
through your country health people. If not, such tests are available from the 
Olmsted County Health people in Rochester. Although the nitrate and bacteria 
tests are much more general than are the tests made by the MPCA or my group, 
it is always possible that the problem is due to some.chemical or pathogen 
which will not be detected by the nitrate or bacteria tests. A positive 
result on any of the test results can point to the source of the problem. 
Unfortunately, a negative result only tells you to look some place else. 

If using city water noticeably improves your children's health, it does 
not require a medical background to advise you to continue doing so. I am 
sorry that I cannot: offer more positive help or advice. 

ct 

Sincerely yours, 

~~f!A__ 
E. Calvin Alexander, Jr. 
Associat~ Professor 



Calvin Alexander 
University of Minnesota 

Dear Dr. Alexander: 

   
Spring Valley, fVln. 55975 

   
February 27, 1983 

This letter is being written because of a request from 
our local doctor, Dr.  , and also beciuse my husband, 
and I are quite concerned fo~ our children's health. 

One year ago, when the PCA checked our water for chemicals 
stemming from the Ironwood Landfill, south of Spring Valley. 
I had noticed a rotten egg smell in our water, but nothing 
showed up in our water tests. Meanwhile , w~td...were doc taring our 

 children for stomach and inte~inal problems. 
Our  became very ill and every test 

was run on , but everything came back negative.  had 
a low grade fever and was vomiting constantly,  was even 
vomiting the lining of her stomach., I had taken  to Dr. 

 several times and he didn't know what else to do for 
 

I was frantic and I guess I expected Dr.  to be 
some kind of miracle worker. He finally asked me about our 
water. I told him it had been tested and everything was fine. 
He said maybe we are getting surface contamination from the 
fields and he suggested we start hauling our drinking water 
from tovm. 

We started hauling our water and  became better until 
we caught  drinking out of the water hose outside.  
became sick again less than twenty four hours later.  

 when this-occurred. I took  to Dr.  again, and 
he told me to write this letter.  is still having lots of 
problems with being sick.  is drinking town water. How
ever, when  takes a bath or plays house, we have caught 

 drinking some of the water. When this happens, by the 
next day,  will have a temperature and sore throat. 

 kept complaining of  stomach and 
how it hurts. At first, I didn't think too much of it, but 
all the while  was drinking our well water. I finally took 

 to Dr.  and he was sure  had an ulcer. He gave  
medicine to take for an ulcer, but it didn't do any good. 



( 2) 

I kept taking  back and he told me to have  drink 
town water, too.  has been drinking town water and hasn't 
had any problems since.  now , but when this 
happened,  was . 

I also have  who are ~ Their ages 
are  and . They have not been affected by our 
well water yet. However, to be on the safe side, most of 
the time they are drinking town water. We have to haul our 
water in gallon jugs four miles. · 

Dr. Alexander came to our :ffarm and wanted more informa
tion about our well. We rent our house and our landlord didn't 
know anything about the well. All they could tell us is that 
the well was put in when her parents were still alive. The 
well must be at least fifty years old. There is always water 
laying around by our pump. , 

The reason I waited so long before writing this letter 
is because I didn't want to concern. the State, if there was 
nothing there. But after all the sickness  have 
been through, I decided it's about time something is done. 
This winter is especially bad; because the ground-has not 
been frozen solid, so if it is surface contamination, we are 
still getting a good dose of it. I cook with well water 
and I'm wondering if I should be doing that. Can't someone 
please tell me how to insure the water supply for my children's 
health? 

I feel very frustrated because I want to know if this 
water is safe for my family. I have waited over a year for the 
State agencies to give me some answers regarding our water 
supply. -

I feel that someone should be sent down here to check our 
water and our well. Your services will be greatly appreciated. 

cc:Minn. Health Dept. 
41_5 SE 4th St. 
Rochester, Minn. 

Pollution Control Agency 
1200 South Broadway 
Rochester, Mn. 

 
 

  
Spring Valley, Mn. 
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