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Equity-informed example: The Action Learning Seed
Fund integrates learning, networking, and funding in a
unique and powerful way, where participants act as
agents of change and not merely recipients of aid or
expertise. Our grant making process emphasizes the
power of flexible funding and idea-centered investing,
and is thus distinct from traditional grant making
models. (Contacts: Stephanie Heim, Noelle Harden, and Jamie

Presenting issue
Does Extension’s public
value rubric contribute to
maintaining systems of
inequity?
Using an equity lens
requires analyzing
foundational assumptions
and processes in programs
that may be unintentionally
contributing to an uneven
playing field.

Bain)
YOUR IDEA
HERE

culturalorganizing.org/the-problem-with-that-equity-vs-equality-graphic/

Extension’s Public Value Rubric
For this poster, we applied an equity lens to
Extension’s Public Value Rubric.

Behavior outcomes
Equity-informed rubric: Who decided on the
intended behavioral changes of the program? How
were historical and current inequities included when
planning the program and evaluating its outcomes?
Equity-informed
example: Dunedin
Health Action Team
Initiative. Resident
driven, Extension
supported initiative to
promote healthy eating
and increase physical
activity of all residents.
(Contact: Laura Perdue)
Photo: Laura Perdue

Broader impacts

Target audience
Equity-informed rubric: How does the program
authentically listen and engage under-served
audiences to define their own solutions?

Equity-informed rubric: How is the program creating
changes in families, organizations, systems, or
communities that address historical and current
patterns of inequity?

Equity-informed example: The East Side Health and
Well-being Collaborative convenes nearly two dozen
organizations, including Extension, to address the root
causes of poor health and to ensure that communityspecific realities are heard and acted upon.

Equity-informed example: The Federally Recognized
Tribal Extension Program serves the Leech Lake, Red
Lake and White Earth Nations by strengthening
capacity to address food access and sovereignty. A
2014 logic mapping process with community, state,
and federal partners resulted in a logic map identifying
strategies to revive traditional knowledge and skills
inherent to an Ojibwe food system. Many are still using
this map to guide their work today.

(Contact: Laura Bohen)

(Contact: Shirley Nordrum)

Why Extension?

Public Value Rubric -- start over?

Equity-informed rubric: In what ways did Extension’s
approach challenge inequities, and how did this
compare with the approaches of other entities that may
unintentionally contribute to inequity?

Did we deconstruct enough, or do we need to start
over from scratch with equity in mind?
Should we collaboratively develop principles that
promote equity and justice? (see handout)

