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We are proposing a plan for the future of the Ramsey Greenway System that
highlights the characteristics of the city, connections within and outside of the city,
and recreational spaces. A system that allows for both residents and visitors
to enjoy the natural areas that the city has to offer.

GREENWAY SCOPE

This map shows the current scope of the greenway
system. It shows sections of the system that are already
completed, and the types of the trails those sections
contain. It also shows our recommendations for the
types of trails to be built in the yet-to-be constructed
sections of the greenway system. This map, along with
the following three can be used by the City of
Ramsey to inform their construction plans moving
forward, whether that be the order of priority they give
to each incomplete section, or simply the type of trail
they construct in each of those sections.
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EXTENSIONS

Through our analysis of the greenway system, we felt it
was important to identify the other trails that exist within the city. While these paths are not a part of the
greenway system, they do play an important role. They
act as an armature for the greenway system, providing
an important supporting role. These trails act as extensions of the system that reach out into the neighborhoods and surrounding areas, providing access to and
from the greenway system.

3

In our analysis of the system we identified three distinct
conditions in which the paths of the greenway system
fall. They are as follow:

Mixed: These portions fall within portions of the
city that have more of a residential, or neighborhood, feel to it.

IDENTITIES

On-road: These spaces leave the user feeling 		
exposed, and with a certain sense of danger.
They may not exist directly on the road, but within the right of way.

Off-road: These portions are found in the more
rural sections of the system. There is more of a
nature feel to it.
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CONNECTIONS

We felt it was important to explore the trails that exist
outside of the city, in addition to those within the city’s
boundaries. The trail connections along the bottom
and upper left show where the Mississippi River Trail
(MRT) enters and exits the city. This portion of the MRT
is the northern end of the Metro Mississippi MRT and
is only part of the 710 mile-long MRT trail running from
the headwaters at Lake Itasca down to the Southeastern corner of Minnesota. The connection through
River’s Bend Park is an Anoka County Trail, part of the
county’s overall trail system. Additionally, we are
recommending a future connection to the Rum River
Regional Park.
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SECTIONS

Our analysis of the greenway system revealed three
distinct characteristics. To further explore these three
distinct identities we chose five locations to focus on.
In each of these locations we did a section of the current site conditions as well as our proposed changes.
Each of the following sections shows the current
conditions in black with the proposed changes shown
in a color unique to the characteristic of the site - blue
in the rural areas, green within the neighborhood
areas, and red in the developing areas. The
recommendations made in the proposed changes are
to help create a cohesive feel to the system, while
addressing some of the issues we identified. Specifically, the areas where the user is left feeling exposed can
be transformed by the addition of
vegetation. Whether it is the addition of more paths,
vegetation, bioswales, or structures, we are making
the recommendations to allow for many different uses
of the system by all residents and visitors of the city of
Ramsey. In addition to the sections, we have
included photos from each site to provide additional
context to the characteristics of the site.
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BRANDING and SIGNAGE

Having a consistent identity throughout the system
allows users to have constant affirmations that they are
where they need to be, and helps to maintain a similar
experiential value throughout the entire system. The
first step of branding is to explore a City of Ramsey
Greenway logo. This logo can be used throughout
different parts of the system to help reinforce the
greenway’s identity. There are many options for where
to place this logo. We feel it is imperative that it is on
every map throughout the system, as well as in visible
areas for users to see along their chosen routes. One
of the most readily visible for the users of a greenway
system is on the street lamps that line it. These street
lamps can also house plaques with the system maps
on them. Other options are within the design of fence
posts and even as overlays directly onto the pavement
of the greenway trail.
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MAPPING

We feel that it is essential to have legible maps that show different uses along the trail.
On top of the amenities and general locations, this map should also include descriptive
icons allowing people to find what they are looking for whether it be site seeing, dog
walking, bike riding, or hiking. We also feel it would be beneficial to create site specific
maps that give detailed information about the user’s current location. For example, places
like wetland and pond boardwalks could give information about the history of the area,
information about the types of wildlife that can be observed, and information about the
ecology of the area. We think this presents an opportunity for site users to learn more
about the greenway system. We think this context allows them to understand the general
identity of the system and become more in tune with, and aware of, what all of the
different spaces throughout the system have to offer.
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APPENDIX
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This map is an important tool in understanding what it can mean to a city to have a greenway system such as Ramsey’s. We

think its important to understand that the greenway is not just the line on a map, or a 25 foot-wide corridor with an asphalt
path and a few trees. Its far more than that; it is a system of larger corridors rich in ecological value.
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Much like the previous map, this too shows an important piece of information. The identification of the wetlands within the city
is important for a number of reasons. One of which is in aiding in the placement of the greenway’s trails. More importantly,
areas which should be preserved as much as possible as the city continues to grow.
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We found this land use map to be informative. Specifically, we found that it backed up the three characteristics we identified
through our research and site visits. It also gave us a better understanding of what the land use is surrounding the entire
system. The map was produced using the city’s GIS data from the geodatabase provided to us by the Resilient Cities Program.
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Circle of Ramsey Greenway
Mississippi Regional Trail (existing)
Anoka County Trail (existing)
Proposed Future Connection
Potential Future Greenway Expansion

These two maps were our initial versions of the IDENTITIES map (left), and CONNECTIONS map (right). As the Identities map
shows, we also began considering the identities within the specific COR to Itasca section of the greenway. We stepped back
from this as we wanted to focus on the entire system, and allow the other groups to explore that specific section of the system.
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