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Duluth--- Six weeks of concentrated clinical therapy ends Friday 

(July 26) for 53 speech handicapped children participating in the UMD Summer Speech 

Correction Clinic. 

The clinic is held each summer at UMD under the direction of Dr. Robert 

Pierce, professor and head of the Department of Speech. 

Most of the children are pre-school age and from the Duluth area, 

according to Pierce, although he added that some come from as far away as Silver 

Bay, Aurora and Ashland, Wisc. 

Working with the children are 16 UMD juniors, all majoring in speech 

patho logy. The clinical work is one of the requisites for their major. 

The UMD students conducted daily two hour sessions with groups of five 

or si~ children. 

Pierce indicated that 18 children at the summer clinic were acoustically 

handicapped, explaining that many had suffered hearing loss at birth due, for 

instance, to the mother contracting measles during the first trimester of her preg-

nancy. 

Acoustically handicapped children are prepared to enter special classes. 

"Eventually they will attend both normal hearing classrooms and special classes," 

Pierce noted. 

Five children are receiving post operative therapy for cleft palates. 

Pierce said clinicians work on voice and articulation with the children. 

The remainder of the group have primarily delayed speech, he added, 

The summer clinic is only a part of the overall work done by the UMD 

Speech Clinic which functions through the school year. 

Pierce pointed to figures showing that 107 new cases were diagnosed 

last year, Children made up 80 per cent of the group; the rest were adults and 

UMD students. 
(rr.ore) 
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Ther apy was provided for 105 individuals last year. 

UMD students have first priority for therapy in the clinic. The 

clinic's service is recommended to some students with speech or hearing problems 

diagnosed during the routine speech and hearing tests for freshmen and transfer 

students. 

Off campus referrals come from family physicians, school nurses, social 

workers specialists and other parents, according to Pierce. He said the service 

is free. 

A typical case begins with an evaluation-diagnosis session with the 

parents and child. Historical data on the child is reviewed and parents are asked 

to supply additional information. 

The child is tested for articulation, phonation, vocabulary develop-

ment, speech rhythm, and hearing. 

Therapy sessions are scheduled when available. If his problem is not 

serious, the child may be held back to attend the summer clinic. 

Children continue to come to therapy sessions as long as they need 

help. Length of therapy depends on individual progress and educational progress, 

according to Pierce. 

Parents receive some counseling with Dr. Pierce, and they do homework 

with the children. 

During the summer, each Thursday is "Parent Talking Time", a discussion 

of s peech problems, behavior patterns and the relationship of defective speech or 

hearing as it relates to the growth and development of the child, 
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