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Duluth-- UMD will have a new, larger, more sophisticated computer in 

operation by the end of the summer and in larger quarters. 

Dr. John L. Gergen, acting director of the UMD Computer Center, said 

an IBM 360, Model 44 computer is on order and will be in operation by August 1. 

The Center will be moved from the main floor of the Science-Mathematics building 

to the third floor. 

The 360 will be 1,000 times faster than the IBM 1620 which has been in 

use at UMD since early 1965. The 360 will be able to "bulk store" up to 

4,000,000 digits on disks, and will have two magnetic tape units with a capability 

of storing 20,000,000 digits on each tape. New, faster card/read punch and line 

printer units also are part of the order. 

A communications control system will be installed in the Admissions 

anJ Records office in Kirby Student Center to provide a telephone link with the 

IBM 360, Model 50 computer on the Minneapolis campus. 

"This new arrangement will provide an electronic tie between the com-

puters on each campus so that information can be exchanged at high speed on 

registration data, student records and almost any other kind of record you can 

think of ," Dr. Gergen explained. 

The UMD Computer Center, first established in January of 1965, now 

employs two, full-time persons plus s everal student helpers. 

Sixty per cent of the computer's time has been taken by faculty research 

projects. The computer also has been used fo r instructional purposes, for r ecords 

needed by the Student Personnel Services office and miscellaneous projects. 
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"While the new computer will be needed primarily for research and 

instructiont we expect to broaden its value to the campus and community," 

Professor Gergen said. 

"By the 1970s, for example, we hope to install inquiry terminals around 

the campus so various offices can use a typewriter-like device to get information 

out of the computer. 

"Our psychology and education researchers also will expand their use of 

the computer by a terminal link, and it is possible that such off-campus offices 

as the National Water Quality Laboratory in Duluth will be tied in with our 

computer for research purposes." 

UMD now has fiva courses related to computer use: Computer Programming 

in the Mathematics department; Accounting Systems and Data Processing, and an 

Advanced Course in Teaching Bookkeeping, Accounting and Data Processing, Automatic 

Data Processing, all offered by the Division of Education and Psychol ogy; and 

B~s inP. ss Data Processing and Applied Data Processing, offered by the Denartment of 

Business Administration. 
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