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Duluth--- Imagine a room with 17 walls of plastic and aluminum foil. 

Every 5, 8j and 15 seconds, three projectors will beam brilliant, mul-

ti-colored slides on the silvery planes--slides of people and things. 

Music will be mixed with tape recordings of voices from everyday life. 

There even will be a pleasant smell in the room. 

It is called nAn Aluminal Environment, ,; a light show with psychedelic 

overtones. 

It will run from Wednesday, (Jan. 17) to Mar. 3 in UMD's Studio Gallery> 

the smaller display room at Tweed Gallery. 

The light show, first ever in Duluth, is the creation of Fred Gustafson, 

Northfield, a UMD graduate student in art, and Art Birkland, Duluth, an art 

senior. 

'1You might call it the 'Great American Panorama' since it is intended 

to bridge the past and future in American life ," according to Gustafson. "By 

appealing to the senses through a continuous environment of sight, sound, touch 

and smell, we hope to make people more aware of what the future will be like. 11 

There even will be "taste;' at the fonnal opening for students and the 

public at 8 p.m. Wednesday (Jan. 17) when refreshments will be served. 

"We expect a very positive reaction from some people after experi-

encing our sensual environment, " Birkland exclaimed. "And some patrons , we 

know, will be very negative about it all. 

"In fact, we will be disappointed if the show doesn't produce both 

reactions. 11 

(more) 
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Patrons will be asked to remove their shoes as they move into the 24 

by 40 foot Studio Gallery. Gustafson and Birkland used 200 feet of plastic and 

2,000 feet of aluminum foil (given by Reynolds Aluminum Corp., Minneapolis) to 

cover the floor and walls and vertical planes. The tape recordings of voices 

were made on campus and around Duluth. 

No traditional paintings or other forms of art work will be seen. 110ur 

show is a combination of color plus reflected light off the aluminum planes and 

wall,n the producers explain. 

The environment is an outgrowth of a light show produced last summer as 

part of the lJMD Advanced Painting Workshop which used programmed slides to create 

an effect. 

Tweed Gallery is open from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday 

and from 2-5 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. 
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