
Academic Health Center Student Consultative Committee (AHC SCC) 
April 25, 2018 
Minutes of the Meeting 
  
These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of, nor 
are they binding on, the senate, the administration, or the Board of Regents. 
  
[ In these minutes:  Discussion and Committee Questions for Dr. Jakub Tolar; Election of AHC 

SCC Chair for 2018-19 Academic Year; Vote on Changes to the AHC SCC Committee Charge] 
  
PRESENT: Ari Lederman (chair), Thea Birnbaum, Natasha Gallett, Cristina Guimaraes, Jessica 
Hadler, Rachel Martonik, Sydney Morton, Inna Sioco, D. Blake Stagg, Raphael Huntley 
 
REGRETS: Amy Hall, Matthew Gehrke 
  
ABSENT: Annette Lundberg, Jessie Neumann, Dake Wang 
  
GUESTS:  Jakub Tolar, interim vice president, Academic Health Center, and dean of the 
Medical School 
  
OTHERS:  Vickie Courtney, Laura Dammer Hess, Emily Lawrence 
 
Chair Ari Lederman welcomed the committee, and members introduced themselves. 
 
1.  Discussion and committee questions for Dr. Jakub Tolar - Lederman introduced Jakub 
Tolar, interim vice president, Academic Health Center (AHC) and dean of the Medical School. 
Tolar introduced himself and provided some background of his personal and professional life. He 
stated that he was originally from Prague, Czech Republic and began medical school when he 
was 17 years old to become an orthopedic and trauma surgeon. In 1992, he came to the 
University of Minnesota, where he completed his PhD in Molecular, Cellular & Developmental 
Biology and Genetics. From there he decided to focus on pediatric oncology before he started his 
own laboratory focusing on stem cell biology.  He now focuses on a clinical practice for gene 
disorders of childhood.  
 
Tolar said that the University community is phenomenal. He finds interprofessional science 
services to be extremely important and providing access to the entire community is very 
important to him. He reported that recently the school received a $50 million grant from the state 
of Minnesota for regenerative medicine and it can be distributed for a multitude of causes. For 
example, they can give $15,000 to a high school program and it can really amplify what can be 
done by those groups. He said he has a great fondness for the humanities and feels that medical 
education needs to be focused on the person first and on the science second. He takes dealing 
with every family personally and is extremely honored to serve in his capacities at the 
University.  
 



Lederman asked what Dr. Tolar’s vision is for improving the AHC’s outreach. Tolar said there 
are several lenses to this. People should stop talking about the potential for science and go out 
and do the work. The AHC should try to develop a system that allows its students to get out and 
create goodwill. Also, we need to develop a “social arm” to the program, have social justice that 
allows people access to healthcare because it is the right thing to do. You don't know who you 
are until you face these challenges head on.  
 
Lederman asked how the new AHC Learning Center will help not only the Twin Cities but 
system campuses as well. Tolar said that society is responsible for education and having an 
enhanced education is a good thing. Building the new facility is a great gesture of goodwill from 
the state of Minnesota. It gives the AHC an opportunity and responsibility to do something good 
for the people of the state. It is important to put every student from every program into the same 
spaces in order to provide better learning. It provides a safe environment for students with 
complementary skills to learn how to solve a problem. He sees this new building as a way to 
create new knowledge that will be available to the greater society. 
 
Rachel Martonik asked if there will be a shift of the programs in order to facilitate courses to 
bring all students together. Tolar said yes, and that Foundations of Interprofessional 
Communication and Collaboration (FIPCC) is something that is working to do just that, even 
though it may have scheduling challenges. He said he meets with the other deans every other 
Tuesday and this has been a major item of discussion. If this is something the AHC wants to do, 
we need to make it possible to occur, rather than just wishing for things to happen. There is a 
possibility for future calls for proposals for new schedules to include at least three of the colleges 
to work together.  
 
Lederman asked how the AHC can have FIPCC-like programs throughout the entire time a 
student spends in their program. Tolar thinks student activism should be dominant in offering 
new ideas. The new facility will create a big change in how we offer that sort of learning. His 
vision is that in three to five years, many programs will change to become much more patient 
centric. Patients won’t see individuals in different programs, the programs will come to them. 
People will look for services that are interprofessional and that all fields are conjoined in a single 
individual. There is no reason why care should be sought in separate clinics. He thinks medicine 
should change like Jeff Bezos changed shopping with Amazon. Students should drive the future 
and not wait for the administration to catch up. Support should be the administration’s main role.  
 
2. Election of AHC SCC Chair for 2018-19 Academic Year - Jessica Hadler was elected chair 
of the AHC SCC for the 2018-19 academic year.  
 
3. Vote on changes to the AHC SCC Committee Charge  - Lederman stated that the charge 
had not been updated since 2005 and could use some minimal updates, especially to 
accommodate the committee’s membership and representation. The proposed changes were as 
follows: 
 

Motion: To amend Article VI, Section 5 of the Student Senate Bylaws as follows (language 
to be added is underlined ; language to be deleted is struck out ): 



 

Student Senate Bylaws, Article VI., Section 5 

A. ACADEMIC HEALTH CENTER STUDENT 

CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 

The Academic Health Center Student Consultative Committee (AHC SCC) shall 

represent the graduate, professional, and undergraduate students and not the 

individual institutes, colleges, schools, or departments within the Academic Health 

Center. 

Membership 

The Academic Health Center Student Consultative Committee shall be composed of:  

● 1815 student members as follows: 

○ 1 from Dental Hygiene 

○ 1 from Dentistry 

○ 1 from Dental Therapy 

○ 1 from Medical Laboratory Sciences (MLS) - Twin Cities 

○ 1 from Medical Laboratory Sciences (MLS) - Rochester 

○ 1 from the Medical School - Twin Cities (1st or 2nd year) 

○ 1 from the Medical School - Twin Cities (3rd or 4th year) 

○ 1 from the Medical School - Duluth 

○ 1 from Mortuary Science 

○ 1 from Nursing - Twin Cities 

○ 1 from Nursing - Rochester 

○ 1 from Occupational Therapy (OT) - Twin Cities 

○ 1 from Occupational Therapy (OT) - Rochester 

○ 1 from Pharmacy - Twin Cities 

○ 1 from Pharmacy - Duluth 

○ 1 from Physical Therapy 

○ 1 from Public Health 

○ 1 from Veterinary Medicine 

● ex officio representation as specified by vote of the University Senate. 

[2 from the Medical School-Twin Cities, and 1 each from Dental Hygiene, Dentistry, 

the Medical School-Duluth, Medical Technology, Mortuary Science, 

Nursing-Rochester, Nursing-Twin Cities, Occupational Therapy, Pharmacy-Duluth, 

Pharmacy-Twin Cities, Physical Therapy, Public Health, and Veterinary Medicine.].  

Each member is elected/appointed by his/her respective student board if one 

exists. Otherwise appointments shall be made by a program advisor. 



The Academic Health Center Student Consultative Committee shall elect its chair 

from amongst its members for a one year term of office. The chair shall be eligible 

for re-election to that position. 

Duties and Responsibilities 

a. To meet at least monthly to discuss matters of concern to students. 

b. To meet regularly with the Senior Vice President for the Health Sciences, the 

Assistant Associate Vice President for Education, and other academic officers to 

represent the viewpoints of students, as appropriate. 

c. To meet annually with the following: 

● The Senior Vice President for the Health Sciences 

● The Chief Financial Officer of the AHC 

● Representatives from 1Health 

dc. The chair shall meet each semester with the chair of the AHC Faculty 

Consultative Committee to discuss issues of concern to both faculty and students, 

and the two committees shall meet jointly as deemed necessary by the chairs. 

ed. The chair shall meet each semester with the chair of CHIP to discuss issues of 

concern to both groups. 

fe. Each representative shall report to his/her student board/class at least once 

each semester. 

gf. To meet and report to the Student Senate Consultative Committee as needed. 

 
Lederman moved that the charge, as amended, be approved by the committee. The motion was 
seconded by Martonik. A vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Chris Kwapick 
University Senate Office 


