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For nearly 80 years, the University of
Minnesota has maintained a policy on
academic freedom . The current policy
pictured here supersedes a statement
issued by the Board of Regents in 1~38,
which has been revised numerous times
over the years.
The statement, along with a formal
tenure policy enacted in 1945, came to
life to rectify the dismissal of a professor
during the nationalist hysteria of ~orl~
War I and, in the words of one Un1vers1ty
administrator, " give heart to college
professors from one end of the country
to another."

Adopted: September 8, 1995
Amended : June 12, 2009; May 13, 2011
Supersedes: (see end of policy)
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ACADEMIC FREEDOM AND RESPONSIBILITY
SECTION I. GUIDING PRINCIPLES.
The Board of Regents (Board) of the University of Minnesota (University) reaffirms the princip les of
academic freedom and responsibility, These are rooted in the belief that the mind is ennobled by the
pursuit of understanding and the search for truth, and the state we ll served when instruction is
available to all at an institution dedicated to the advancement of learning. These principles are also
refreshed by the recollection that there is commune vinculum omnibus artibus, a common bond through
all the arts.

SECTION II. ACADEMIC FREEDOM.
Academic freedom is the freedom, without institutional discipline or restraint, to discuss all relevant
matters in the classroom, to explore all avenues of scholarsh ip, research, and creative expression, and
to speak or write on matters of public concern as well as on matters related to profess ional duties and
the functioning of the University.

SECTION III. ACADEMIC RESPONSIBILITY.
Academic responsibility implies the faithfu l performance of profess ional duties and obligations, the
recogn ition of the demands of the scholarly enterprise, and the candor to make it clear that when one is
speaking on matters of public interest, one is not speaking for the institution.

(suoersedes: Academ ic Freedom ancj Resoonsibility dated January 28, 1938; Aca demic Freed om and Res ponsibility dated Decemb er 14. 1963;
Academ ic Freedom and Res ponsibility dated Janu ary 8, 1971.
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