
Expansion Plans Call for Move Across River 
University Crosses Mississippi to Make Room for Record 1970 Enrollment 

BETWEEN September 25 and December 16, 1957, a 
faculty committee appointed by President J. L. Morrill, 
and under the chairmanship of Academic Vice President 
Malcolm M. Willey, developed a proposed plan for Uni
versity of Minnesota campus expansion which will 
"stretch" the Minneapolis Campus west of the Mississippi 
River. No new campus will be created; rather the present 
campus will be expanded logically and systematically 
across the Mississippi, with a unique, double-deck bridge 
spanning the river and unifying the two areas into a 
single campus. 

Why Expand? 

Why must the campus stretch across the Mississippi? 
Why is it so necessary to expand at all? 

These are questions that have answers in the Land
Grant tradition, for the University is a Land-Grant in
stitution that takes pride in a century of increasing serv
ice and leadership to the people of Minnesota - service 
and leadership from doors that have always been open to 
all. This is the core of the Land-Grant tradition. 

(Continued on Page Two) . 

This three-dimensional model, placed on a blueprint of the area shows how the Minneapolis Campus may look in 1970. 



(Continued from Page One) 

The most important reason for fu
ture expansion, and for the expansion 
of past decades as well, can l,e 
summed up in one word: GROWTH 
- growth in ( 1) the numbers of 
qualified students who want to attend 
college; ( 2) growth in the demands 
of society for trained, professional 
personnel of competence and integri
ty; and ( 3) growth and expansion of 
University research and service oper
ations which result from the demands 
of industry, government, o·rganiza
tions, and individual citizens. 

Expected 1970 Enrollment 

The University must meet the 
needs of an unprecedented increase 
in college enrollment which is ex
pected to total 38,600 on the Minne
apolis Campus, 3,587 on the St. Paul 
Campus, and 4,000 on the Duluth 
Campus by 1970. It must also meet 
the steadily increasing needs for re
search and service in the areas of 
health, agriculture, technology and 
engineering, education, and so on. 

Why Expand West? 

Why must the University expand 
west? Why not north or east of the 
present Minneapolis Campus? 

These questions find ready answers 
in the geography and in the econom
ics of the areas in which the Univer
sity is located. 

It is obvious, first of all, that ex
pansion in any direction other than 
west would make distances too great · 
between the area of expansion and 
the present center of the campus. The 
University is now "hemmed in" by 
industrial developments and railroad 
tracks to the north and east. Expan
sion in either direcJion would mean 
students would have to travel through 
these sections to attend classes .in the 
expanded area. 

A second vital reason for the move 
westward is cost. The acquisition of 
the land across the river will cost 
only about half as much as that to 
the east or north. 

A third reason for the move west 
is that the planned "equalizing of the 
student load" between the two sides 
of the river will reduce and ease traf
fic congestion. Also, expansion in any 
other direction would remove a sub
stantial number of present student 
housing facilities, primarily in pri
vate homes. 

The West Minneapolis Campus de
velopment would also provide a most 
welcome opportunity to develop a 
distinctive and inspiring "University 
of Minnesota skyline" with an archi
tectural style that would enrich and 
beautify not only the University and 
the community, but the entire state 
as well. 

Legislature Recognizes Need 

The general need for this West 
Minneapolis Campus expansion was 
recognized by an interim commission 
created by the 1955 Legislature to 
study the building needs of the en
tire state. 

The 1959 Legislature will be asked 
for funds to build the first education
al buildings across the river. 

Certainly there will be changes and 
modifications . in the future. Some of 
these will be made as a result of the 
next six legislative sessions, while 
others will resuit from further studies. 

Building Style 

Generally, present plans call for 
most of the actual class-room space to 
be located in four-story, walk-up 
structures with 12-story office towers 
connecting these units. 

There may be some dormitory fa
cilities on the margins of the new 
west side area as well as restaurant 
and lounge facilities. 

The instructional load between the 
East and West Campuses will be di
vided about equally, with space for 
25,000 student "stations" ( a station 
being a classroom seat or place at a 
laboratory table) on each campus. 
The College of Science, Literature 
and the Arts (the University's largest 
unit in numbers of students) will be 

concentrated in two fairly compact 
segments at opposite ends of the pro
posed new bridge. 

The Institute of Technology will be 
greatly expanded and moved west
ward to the present mall- into Vin
cent Hall, Ford Hall, the Administra
tion Building, and buildings now 
housing various SLA departments. 

Professional Area Development 

The College of Medical Sciences 
will continue to develop in its present 
"growing space" in the blocks east of 
the Mayo Memorial Building and 
Millard Hall. 

Either the College of Education or 
the General College will move to the 
West Campus area. If the Co}!ege of 
Education does not move, however, it 
will expand in its present area and 
into additional space which would be
come available on the margins of 
that area as other units move. 

The Law School and the College 
of Pharmacy would make up a "pro
fessional area" just west of the Main 
Library. 

Under the proposed plans, the 
graduate school would remain in 
Johnston Hall although graduate stu
dents will be attending classes on 
each side of the river. 

The administrative offices, as well 
as University public service activities, 
would be located on the north side of 
the present campus, probably in Fol
well, Jones, and _Pillsbury Halls. 

The Bridge 

The double-deck b r i d g e, which 
would unite the East and West Cam
puses would, in a sense become the 
new Mall, with the center of the cam
pus shifting to that area. This bridge 
would be unique in construction, with 
provisions for six lanes of traffic on 
the lower level and walkways for pe
destrians on the upper level. 

The . excellent groundwork pre
pared for the next 12 years make the 
1970 prospect look bright, inspiring, 
challenging, and will enable the Uni
versity to meet its obligations to pres
ent and future Minnesota citizens. 



The total area of the proposed St. Paul Campus in 1970 will be about 700 acres with 300 devoted to 
experimental plots or "outdoor laboratories." 

St. Paul Campus To Have 13 New Buildings by 1910 
THIRTEEN new buildings spread 
over a greater area than the present 
St. Paul Campus are in store for an 
expected total of 3,587 students by 
1970. 

Development is well underway with 
six new buildings and new heating 
tunnels already under construction. 

Although the problem of a vast 
increase in enrollment is not as press
ing for the St. Paul area as for the 
Minneapolis Campus, it will be neces
sary to provide space in new build
ings to replace about 20 old and ob
solete structures. These have outlived 
their usefulness, and the cost of· re
habilitating or remodeling them would 
be much too high. · 

Additional space is also required 
for an enrollment increase in both 
the undergraduate and graduate di
visions, for research facilities, public 
service activities, and for necessary 
service buildings. 

Major farm operations gradually 

will be moved from the St. Paul Cam
pus to the Rosemount Research Cen
ter. 

The St. Paul Campus of 1970 has 
been planned so that buildings and 
other facilities are arranged in six 
general groups. 

Within - these groups, it is likely 
that the following new facilities will 
be constructed. 

1. Pwnt Sciences: New buildings 
for Entomology and Economic Zo
ology, Horticulture, and Plant Science 
Research, and additional research 
greenhouses for Agronomy and Plant 
Genetics, Plant Pathology, Soils, Agri
cultural Botany, and Horticulture. _ 
There will also be an addition to the 
Forest Products Laboratory. 

2. Animal Sci'!nces: A Meats Lab
oratory, a Livestock Pavilion, an 
Animal Husbandry Nutrition Labora
tory, an Animal Husbandry Field 
Laboratory, a Poultry Research Build
ing, and a Central Feed Handling and 
Storage Building. 

3. Veterinary Medicine: Comple
tion of and additions to the perma
nent basic facilities for teaching, re
search, and service. 

4. The Central Area: A classroom 
and office building for Agricultural 
Economics, Rural Sociology, Agricul
tural Education, and possibly Rheto
ric; The Earle Brown Short Course 
Center; rehabilitation of the old sec
tion of the building and construction 
of a second unit of the new section 
for Home Economics; Home Manage
ment Houses, and additions to Agri
cultural Biochemistry and Physical 
Training facilities. 

5. Dormitory and Food Servic'!s: 
Dormitories for single men and wom
en, married student housing, and a 
third floor addition to the Food Serv
ice facility. 

6. Farm and Service Buildings: 
A Farm Shop and Garage, Physical 
Plant Shops and Service Building, 
additional streets, and parking areas. 



Duluth Campus To Accommodate 4,000 in 12 Years 

AN EXPANDED DULUTH -Cam
pus, which can accommodate 4,000 
students by 1970, is being developed 
on a 196-acre tract of land in the 
eastern section of the city. 

About 160 acres of this total were 
presented to the University by a group 
of St. Louis County citizens in 1948, 
under the leadership of Regent Rich
ard L. Griggs. 

The first building constructed on 
the new or "upper" campus was a 
$1,000,000 science structure which in
cludes a 400-seat auditorium. Some 
$7,500,000 in additional construction 
and development of various academic 
and auxiliary facilities has followed. 

Gradually, administrative and edu
cational operations are being shifted 
to the upper campus from the origi
nal 10-acre lower campus which ac
commodated the Duluth State Teach
ers College, the predecessor of UMD. 

An aerial view of the "upper" Duluth Campus, a 196-acre tract 
that assures ample expansion space. 

With a Science group, a Library, 
Dormitories, the Physical Education 
Building, Air Force ROTC Headquar
ters, and Kirby Student Center now in 
use, about 50 per cent of the present 
Duluth Campus operation is being 
conducted on the upper campus. 

It is estimated that about $15,-
000,000 will be needed to complete 
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the following scheduled items: 
Administration facilities, Campus 

landscaping, expansion of the Central 
Heating Plant, Shops, Dormitories, 
an Education ·and Psychology Build
ing, a Field House with ice hockey fa
cilities, the Health Service, Pedestrian 
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and Utilities Tunnels, a Home Eco
nomics Building, an Industrial Edu
cation Building, a Laboratory School, 
Library expansion, an Auditorium, a 
Science addition, an Observatory and 
Recreation area development, a Sta
dium, and a Theater-Recital Hall. 


