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ILLIAM ATTS FOLWELL 1833-1929 

It's hard to miss Folwell Hall. The English Renaissance Revival building that parallels 
University Avenue has been a fixture on the East Bank since its opening in 1907. The 
building's namesake - William Watts Folwell - may not be quite as well known. 
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After receiving undergraduate and graduate degrees from Hobart College, 
serving as an officer with the 50th New York Regiment of Volunteers during the 
Civil War, and teaching at Kenyon College, William Watts Folwell was appointed 
the University's first president in 1869. He oversaw a revival of the University 
following its closure and near bankruptcy, and during his tenure, the 
Minneapolis and St. Paul campuses began to emerge. 

His University career didn't stop with his presidency. After resigning as President 
in 1884, he was named the first University Librarian; taught political science, law, 
and economics; and chaired the Department of Political Science. 
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President Falwell's civic leadership included serving as president of the 
Minneapolis Society of Fine Arts (predecessor to the Minneapolis Institute 
of Art), president of the Minneapolis Board of Park Commissioners, and 
president of the Minnesota Historical Society. And that work doesn't 
touch on his historical research and writing, public speaking, and tireless 
advocacy for the University of Minnesota. 
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