90 YEARS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA ARCHIVES

In late December 1927, former University President William Watts Folwell wrote a letter
to President Lotus D. Coffman that begins with the following sentence, "I beg leave
for your consideration the establishment of University Archives." President Folwell
explained his experience being unable to find University reports and documents that
were said to be "placed on file." His letter doesn't detail his motivations for the timing
of the request. He was 94 years old at the time and a highly regarded researcher and
writer, publishing the four-volume A History of Minnesota in 1921. Having spent five
decades as a University administrator, professor, and scholar, President Folwell was
also personally invested in the University of Minnesota .
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No transcript exists of President Folwel l's remarks or presentation to the
Board of Regents on January 6, 1928. His efforts were successful, and
the Regents voted to "authorize establishment of the archives of the
University in the General Library to be conducted according to the best
practice and to designate the Librarian of the University as archivist."
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That same day, Coffman wrote to Folwell expressing his appreciation.
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Dr . William 1\'atts Folwell
President .Emeritus
1020 Fifth Street Southeast
l'/f.inneapoli s , Minnesota
My- dear Dr . Folwell
Imag e co ur tesy of An d ria Waclaws ki

Following your appearance before the Board
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of Regents today the Board voted unanimously in favor
of' your resolution:
That archives of' tha University are hereby established in the general library to be conducted
according to the best practice , and that the
librarian of the University is designated as
archivist.

I wish ta express my personal appreciation
for your suggestion that we appoint an archivist ,
as well as for your appearance before the Board of
Regents urging the establishment of this department .

President
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