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Duluth--- The most interested viewer of the Air Force's 

Documentary Art Collection exhibit which opens at UMD's Kirby Student 

Center Thursday night (Nov. 12) will be Dr. Arthur J. Larsen, professor 

of history at UMD. 

Dr. Larsen got the collect.ion started in 1950, an historical 

review of world-wide Air Force operations now dramatized by 2,500 works of 

art. 

Forty-three of the paintings will be on exhibit at Kirby be-

ginning with a formal opening at 8:00 p.m. Thursday. The display will be 

open to the public from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. daily through Nov. 22. 

Sponsors of the exhibit are the 343rd Fighte r Group, Duluth 

Airbase; the Kirby Student Center Fine Arts Committee, and the Arnold 

Air Society of UMD's 420th ROTC Cadet Detachment. 

Dr. Lars en, who retired as a lieutenant colonel in 1957 after 

29 years service, was chief of the Air University Histori cal Liaison office 

in the Pentagon in Washington D. C. in 1950 when a Chicago artist proposed 

a series of portraits of Air Force generals. 

Larsen suggested th~t such an art series should be broadened to 

cover all Air Force operations. Air Chief of Staff Hoyt Vandenberg was 

so impressed with the idea that he created an historical properties 

office on his staff and place<l Col. Larsen in charge. 

General Vandenberg assigned Larsen to prepare a documentary 

art record of the Air Force, initiate a series of oil paintings of Air 

Force leaders, rtnd develop and coordinat8 an Air Force historical museum 

at Wright-Patterson Airbase, Dayton, Ohio. 
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Col. Larsen later had to testify before the Senate Appro-

priations Committee to get the project funded. He also reached an agree-

ment with the New York Society of Illustrators to pay the expenses of 

top artists to make field trips to Air Force bases in Europe, the Far 

East, South America, Alaska and the U. s. to record on canvas their 

impressions of A. F. life and operations. The Society then donated 

the paintings to the collection. 

Similar groups in Los Angeles and San Francisco later joined 

the cause and a total of 750 paintings eventually were produced and don-

ated by the three organizations. The paintings now range from historic 

works showing Orville Wright's first powered airol~ne fli ght to space 

program activities. 

Col. Larsen directed the art and museum program until 1954 

when he was ordered to esto~lish and direct the Air Force Academy library 

at Colorado Springs, Colorado. He previously had directed preparations 

of the histories of the Air Transport Command, the Continetital Air 

For•ce, the AF headquarters in Washington and the official reports of 

the Secretary of the Air Force to Confress. He jo.ined the UMD staff in 

1957 as lecturer in history. 
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