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Duluth--- The formation of the Educational Re search and Deve loo-

ment Council of Northeast Minnesota was announced Tuesday at a meeting of 

area educators at the University of Minnesota, Duluth (UMD ). 

Representatives of approximately 50 school districts - both public 

and private - gave general acceptance to the Council plan which now must be 

submitted to individual boards of education for approval. 

A major factor in formation of the Council is the 16 f ederal acts 

under which federal money is available to support and improve education, as 

well as state and private grants. 

Council Steering Committee Chairman George Eddie, Hibbing super-

intendent of schools, noted that "some of the new legislation specified that 

requests for funds must stem from coooerative efforts of s everal agencies 

working together. 

"There is then," illdie said, "a new mandate to the educator to 

communicate and cooperate with his colleagues as never before." 

Eddie explained that the broad pUl~pose of the Council is to con-

duct r esponsible rese3rch relating to the conditions of learning for child-

ren and classroom practice, and to develop school personnel and instructional 

programs through research and in-service clinics. 

A Council office will be set up at UMD and eventually an executive 

director will be hired to coordinate applications for f ederal or other 

grants and to oversee research and other educational programs. 

Each school district will pay an initial membership fee to finance 

the office and staff. A Board of directors and Council officers will be 

elected following approval by the area boards of education. 
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Chairman Eddie noted that a similar council already is well es-

tablished in the Twin Cities metropolitan area and that plans for regional 

or multi-state organizations are being drafted. 

Congressman John A. Blatnik sent a wire to the organizational 

meeting calling the Council "a most important and significant initiative 

for the improvement of education in Northeastern Minnesota." 

UMD Provost Raymond W. Darland said "This cooperative movement 

could be one of the most significant advances in area education in our time. 

It should result in the allocation of several hundred thousand dollars to 

public and private schools for the improvement of their services. 

"UMD is pleased to have been of assistance in the formation of 

the Council and will gladly provide a home office for the new organization." 

Nearly all school districts located in the Minnesota High School 

Athletic League's Region Seven were represented at the session in the Edu-

cation building. Bepresentatives of county and city agencies which have 

educational interests also sat in on the sessions. 

The Council plan was presented by a 10-man steering committee 

following three organizational meetings in August and September. Besides 

Chairman Eddie, the committee was composed of superintendents Ray Stensvad, 

Two Harbors; E. N. Kerola, Tower-Soudan; L. V. Rasmussen, Duluth; and 

Vernon Strand, Rush City. Also serving on the committee were: Peter Fugina 

representing St. Louis county schools; the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Michael J. Hogan 

of the Duluth Diocese; Provost Darland; Dr. Valworth R. Plumb, chairman, 

UMD Division of Education and Psychology; and Dr. Dean A. Crawford, head 

of the UMD Department of Secondary Education and acting secretary of the 

committee. 
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