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Duluth Business activity continued its brisk 

pcce in June and was~% higher for the first six months of the 

year than it was in 1964. 

The latest Duluth Business Index shows the June index 

at 137 points (1957-59=100), 11 points higher than May and 16 above 

June of 1964. 

The Duluth Business Index is published by the Depart-

ment of Business and Economics at the University of Minnesota, 

Duluth and is authored by Dr. Cecil H. Meyers, mm professor of 

business and economics, and Glenn o. Gronseth, research analyst, 

Minnesota State Employment Service, Duluth. 

Eleven of the 15 DBI barometers showed gains over May, 

a period which historically has registered little change. 

Grain shipments, which got a slow start because of the 

late navigation season, wer e up 9,000,000 bushels over May and 

12,000,000 over June of '64. Both iron ore shipments (up 180,000 

tons over May) and other lake cargo (up nearly 1,000,000 tons) 

recorded greater-than- normal seasonal increases. 

Other increases were shown by freight carloadings (up 

2,300 cars), building permits (up $17 , 000), number of t e lephones 

(up 52), coal receipts (up 9 9 000 tons), non-agricultural employ-

ment (up 900 persons), state metal mining employment (up 600 per-

sons), and department store sales (up one index point). 
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Comparing June with last year, the Index showed fy,e i ght 

carloadings up almost 2700 cars due to increasing industrial and 

taconite ne~ds. :Sa.nk debits (up $10,000,000) and depa:rstment store 

sales (up :'our points) 

ment of the area. 

reflect the overall economic improve-

Construction, transportation, retail trade and services 

helped boost job totals to more than 2,100 workers above one year 

ago, 80% of the increase in non-manufacturing firms. Fall job 

prospects appear bright due to expected strong showings in con-

struction and transportation. 

Joblessness in June was the lowest for eight years, 

there being 2,000 unemployed compared to 2,500 a year ago. The 

June unemployment rate was 4.3%. 

Meyers and Gronseth say the forces of expansion con-

tinue strong throughout the nation with new records of economic 

activity expected during the remainder of the summer and into 

early fall. 
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