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"It is within the power of North Vietnam to make 

U.S. combat i'1volw::ments and cur-rent levels of support unnecessary ," 

Assistant Secr1etary of Defense John T. McNaughton told 525 UMD graduates 

Thursday night. "All she has to do is leave her neighbor alone." 

McNaughton reminded the Commencement audience of almost 5 5 000 

in the Physical Education building 5 that "We want only an independent 

South Vietnam securely guaranteed and able to shape its own relationships 

to all others, free from outside interference, tied to no alliance, a mili-

tary base for no other country. 

"We remain ready, with these purposes, for unconditional dis-

cussions with any government." 

McNaughton said U.S. air strikes on North Vietnam have been made 

to "slow down the aggression, to give heart to the suffering people of 

South Vietnam, and to convince the leaders of North Vietnam that the United 

States will see her commitment through--that the United States is prepared 

for a long continued conflict. 

"The strikes give the North for the first time a reason to worry, 

and a r eason to quit." 

Secretary McNaughton said deployment of U.S. combat units has 

released South Vietnamese units from defense duties for offensive employ-

ment, has allowed direct engagement in counterinsurgency operations, and 

has provided reserve support to South Vietnamese units. 

McNaughton said 100,000 men currently are being added to regular, 

and police forces in order to further im~rove the 4 to 1 manpower balance 

which South Vietnam currently has over the Viet Cong. 
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McNaughton warned that "Communist China sees t he U. S. govern-

ment's comr'litnent to the independence of South Vietnam as real, and she 

sees the U.S. Government 1 s future influence in the Far East as turning on 

whether' that commitment is proved to be worthless. 

" vie are being tested; that test is one of the largest stakes at 

issue. 

"A Free World withdrawal from the challenge in the jungles and 

mountains of Vietnam would merel:s, transfer the battle line to other places. 

How much had to be swallowed up before World War II before we learned that 

simple lesson?" 

fJMD Provost Raymond W. Darland conferred 12 Associate in Arts, 

251 Bachelor of Arts and 250 Bachelor of Science degrees. Academic Dean 

Thomas W. Chamberlin awarded. 12 Master of Arts degrees. 

Twelve ROTC cadets received Certificates of Completion from Lt. 

Col. Thomas R. Owens, professor of aerospace studies. The ~adets will be 

commissioned 2nd lieutenants in the Air Force June 25. 

Commissioned a 2nd lieutenant in the U.S. Marine Corps earlier 

in the afternoon was John J. Caskey, Duluth, who completed training during 

two summers. He was introduced at graduation by Major Ralph B. Spencer, 

Minneapolis. 
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