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Duluth --- Despite a l ate opening of the navigation sea-

son on the Great lakes, Duluth business activity in April made 

brisk gains over the previous month and year. 

The Duluth Business I ndex of 97 (1957-1959=100) was 

nine points higher than March and eight above April of 1964. The 

new index was the highest for April in the past four years. 

The Duluth Business Index is published by the Department 

of Business and Economics at ill'JD and is authored by Dr. Cecil H. 

Meyers, UMD professor of business and economics, and Glenn O. 

Gronseth, research analyst, Minnesota State Employment Service, 

Duluth. 

Meyers and Gronseth noted that while the average ¥.iarch 

to April rise is 11 points, the later navigation opening and the 

stronger first quarter of business affect ed the increase. 

Eleven of the 15 index barometers showed geins, five of 

them greater than norrral. 

April carloadings (10,661) registered the highest level 

for the month since 1956 due t o higher grain shipments, incoming 

supplies for the t aconite industry and increased receipts of gen-

eral merchandise. 

Bank debits, down slightly from March, were $21,000,000 

higher than April of 1964 due to increa sed car sales and an improved 

econonw. 
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Building permits, ad justed to 1957- 59 dollars, were 

$617,965 dollars for the month, a third higher than March and 

two-thirds above a year ago. 

Department store sales were up 14 points over March and 

the same month l a st year. Retail trade employment was up 200 

workers over March and 300 above April of 1964. 

Nonagricultural employment in Duluth climbed to 38,200 

persons, the highest l evel for April since 1960. It was 1,000 

above March and 900 higher than April, 1964. 

Since January 1, Duluth business has been 4% above the 

same period in 1964, the best year since 1961 when the area 1 s 

economy began to improve. 


