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One of the most important dates in the history of Northeastern 

Minnesota is July 1, 1947 1 the day the University of Minnesota, Duluth 

was established by legislative act • 
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The date has i:. ri,~a.. far beyond the signing of documents . At 

that time almost 18 years ago, it meant a signal victory for the far-

sighted civic, governmental and University leaders who had worked so 

hard for so long to give higher education "university status" to our city 

and region. 

It meant that future generations of young men and women would be 

given an opportunity to learn and grow in an atmosphere of maximum intel-

lectualism. 

It meant that there was community agreement that every dollar in-

vested in higher education would pay handsome dividends in terms of fr ·,sh, 

eager leadership from the ranks of UMD gr aduates , leadership so critically 

needed if Northeastern Minnesota was to p~··osper i n the years to come. 

It meant that/ distinguished f aculty would be attracted to this new 

university campus to teach our youth, to assume, themselves, leadership 

roles in our city and region, and to carry on research projects whi ch 

would benef it every facet of our educational, economic and soci al structure. 
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When you pause to take stock of the progress made since 1947, the 

figures, alone, are impressive: UMD has granted 7,176 graduate and 

undergraduate degrees; its enrollment has more than doubled to the present 

student body of more than 3,700; if you add students attending adult and 

extension classes and both terms of Summer Session, the yearly enrollment 

figure reaches 6,600; the faculty and staff have grown to 429; the econ-

omic impact of UMD to the city and ~gion has reached an annual $9,000,000; 
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1:9 major and lfJ minor buildings have been built at a cost of more than 

$14,000.000. about half of the proposed expenditure before the campus is 

completed. 

UMD now offers more than 1,000 courses through its four academic 

divisions and ROTC. Undergraduates may choose from among 46 fields 
n 

of study and D; pre-professional programs. Five Master of Arts degrees 
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and one Master of Science degre':J are availabl~~ through the University's 

Graduate School. 

The progress to date is meaningful, it is true. But the challenges 

of the future are formidable and will require a continued maximum effort 

by all segments of our community• region and state if we are to fully 

realize the dream of two decades ago. 



• ,. 

The wave of sharply increased enrollments expected through 1970 

hit our campus this past fall when the freshman class increased 32 per-

cent. This surge of young men and women seeking higher education poses a 

grave responsibility for all of us. 

We must meet this need; we must solve our problems if we are to 

give our children their rightful opportunity to attend a college or univ-

ersity. 

I am confident that our citizens. our legislators, and our govern-

mental leaders will support the recommendations of the University of 

Minnesota Board of Regents in providing the buildings. faculty and staff, 

and operating funds required to carry forward the plans and programs 

first drawn for UMD not so many years ago. 

We must match the economic re-birth of Northeastern Minnesota wich 

an institution which will provide a youth-foundation for the future. We 

cannot afford failure. 


