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EDITORS: The attached HReport of the Bird Protection Cornrnittee0 will 
be the major report to be delivered at the 84th annual meeting of the 
American OrnithologistsY Union to be held Sept. 5-9 at the campus of 
the University of Minnesota, Duluth. 

The report will be given at 9:45 aom• Tuesday in Home Economics 
Auditorium 80 on the UMD campus following the official opening session 
at 9 aom• Reports on the Monday business meetings and elections will 
be made at the initial opening session. UMD Provost Raymond W. Darland 
will welcome the 300 delegates and guests, followed by a response by 
Union President Dean Amadon, American Museum of Natural History, New 
York City. 

We will call the wire services and local media or others requesting 
the information on the results of the elections and anything else pertinent 
from the opening session. 

However, since this initial report seems to be so significant, 
we are sending it to you in advance so that you can take from it the 
mat~ial you find newsworthyo The enclosed program and our previous 
news releases provide other possibilities for stories during the five-
day meetings. 

For additional help on newsgathering during the -week, call the 
following person and numbers: 

Press and Union Headquarters 
Dr. Pershing B. Hofslund, Meeting Chairman, 724-8801, Ex 289 

James Coughlin or Julian Hoshal, 
UMD News Service, 724-8801, Ex 210, 211 
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1iREFQRT 1D THE COMlflITTEE ON BIRD PROTECTION, 1966n by Victor H. Cahalane, 
________ , New York State Museum and Science Service, Albany, N.Y. 

Presented at 9:45 a.m., Sept. 6, 1966 at the 84th annual meeting of the 
.American Ornitholgists' Union at the University of Minnesota, Duluth. 

Our report for the year, September, 1965, through August, 1966, fol-
lows. We wish to express our appreciation to numerous individuals and 
organizations for contributing information which we have incorporated in 
these µ3.ges. 

Migratory Birds 

An important statement on national wildlife policy was recorded by 
the government of Canada on April 6, 1966. 

The government will make every effort to prevent extinction of any 
species, to maintain bird populations at levels as nearly as possible in 
harmony with man's various interests, and to acquire, maintain or im-
prove habitats in order to support optimum numbers of game or other de-
sirable species. Conversely, game bird populations should be regulated, 
by hunting or otherwise, in conformity with the carrying ca:p3.city of the 
habitat and as large as risk of damage to other interests will permit. 

Procedures based on pilot projects will be initiated in 1967 to con-
clude agreements with landowners of about two-thirds of the six million 
small potholes in the waterfowl prairie breeding grounds to maintain the 
wetlands and the vegetation around them. In return, the owners will be 
µ3.id amounts based on the value of the surrounding land discounted at 
5 per cent for a 2O-year period. Acquisition in fee simple of larger 
tracts which are important migratory bird habitat is under way by the 
Canadian Wildlife Service. One of the first of these projects will re-
serve upland and shoreline habitat frequented by sandhill cranes in 
Saskatchewan. Another step in implementing the new wildlife policy re-
quires that, beginning in 1966, migratory game bird hunters in Canada 
shall have a special permit. Primary purpose of the latter is to pro-
vide a statistical record of hunters upon which to base annual surveys 
of the game bird harvest. 

A cold, late spring brought moisture in above-normal amounts to the 
southern and central portions of the major duck-producing region of the 
continent. Nesting was delayed generally throughout the northern plains 
states and southern prairie provinces. However, subsequent good weather, 
better water conditions and a breeding stock more than one-third larger 
than that of 1965 resulted in fair to excellent production of ducklings. 
Breeding surveys indicate that the southward flights in 1966 will be mod-
erately larger in the Central and Pacific flyways, and slightly larger in 
the Atlantic flyway, than in the previous autumn. Note that this com:p3.r-
ison is based on 1965, a notably poor year when the total duck breeding 
population was eight per cent lower than that of the previous record .:},ow 
of 1952. The national wildlife agencies of the United states and Cartada 
estimate that the 1966 breeding stock is lower than the average dur;ing the 
µi.st 13 years. The mallard populqtion is still relatively low. '.!;hat of 
the geese (collectively) may be close to the numbers of a year ago. 

(more) 
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Endangered Species 

After considerable revision based in i:art on suggestions which 
were solicited from many sources (including this Committee), a com-
pilation of data on rare and endangered wildlife has been completed 
by the u. s. Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. The printed 
Wired bookn will be available to the public before the end of 1966. 
By distributing it widely among knowledgeable persons, the agency 
expects to receive and maintain u:p-to-date information which will 
help to guide conservation programso The Bureau has also completed 
a study of existing legal protection for birds and other vertebrates 
which have been classified as 9'endangereds 9i This, it is hoped., w:ill 
stimulate additional protective measures by states as well as the 
Federal government. In order to assist in publicizing the need for 
conserving endangered species, a staff artist and a photographer have 
been assigned to making and collecting pictures of the animals for 
use in publications and other educational materials. 

Legislation has been enacted by the Congress to give more res-
ponsibility and latitude to the Depirtment of the Interior in con-
serving and propagating endangered species of wildlife, including 
migratory birds. The Act will make possible the acquisition through 
purchase, lease or gift of land which is essential living-area for 
any species in danger of extinction. Acquisition of vital habitat, 
and subsequent protection from hunting and other disturbance, were 
vital measures in restoring the trumpeter swan population to a safe 
level and in preventing the otherwise alrnost certain extinction of 
the whooping crane. (.Amazingly, the number of whoopers continues to 
creep upward. There are now at least 51, of which 7 are in captivity, 
and an additional net gain seems likely this year.) More land in the 
Texas winter range of the crane is urgently needed, and other endangered 
species exist on refuges where better protection or habitat improve-
ment would be helpful. New projects currently are directed at saving 
the Attwater 9 s prairie chicken and several Hawaiian species. Resort 
will be made whenever possible to long-term leases and easements 
rather than to outright purchases of land. 

Research under the nendangered wildlife99 legislation is con-
centrated on (1) field investigations of ecology, life history and 
behavior of a few selected species, and (2) experimental proi:agation 
and the study of the biology of some endangered forms in captivity. 

Three field biologists are employed. One is studying a number 
of Hawaiian species, expecially some of the unique family of honey-
creepers. The second is limiting his program to the California 
condor, now reduced to about 50 individuals, supplementing invest-
igations which are being continued by the National Audubon Society. 
The third biologist is stationed in southern Florida to work on 
several rare species with priority on the Everglades kite which 
now numbers about 20 birds. 

(more) 
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Studies in Hawaii have revealed that reproduction of the nene and 
the dark-rumped petrel is seriously endangered by the introduced mon-
goose. Numbers of the latter will be reduced in the nesting areas of 
these birds. A survey of the breeding distribution and abundance of 
the Mexican duck in its princip=i.l highlands range indicate that the 
species may be declining in Mexico, just as it did in the United States, 
due to extensive drainage. Taxonomic studies are in progress to de-
tennine, as a basis for conservation and management, whether the north-
ern and southern populations represent distinct raceso 

More detailed comments follow concerning several endangered species. 

Raptores 

A total count of 38 California condors was made in October, 1965, 
by a team which was directed by the California Dep:irtment of Fish and 
Game and the National Audubon Society. This figure is close to the 
estimated 40 birds in the Miller-McMillan report of 1964. It seems 
probable that the actual population is somewhat higher, possibly 
approaching 50. 

If this estimate is correct, the population has suffered a net 
loss of 10 birds since 1940. The Miller-McMillan report emphasized 
that the appearance of a significant number of immature condors in-
dicates that reproduction still occurs and, if one or two condors 
annually can be saved from destruction by shooting, the downward 
trend might well be reversed. Two unfortunate factors exist. First, 
due to lack of favorable publicity., the condor does not enjoy the piblic 
esteem and interest which are essential to conservation action. Sec-
ondly, the very existence of the Sespe Wildlife Area, which is a 
wilderness refuge for the condor, is in jeop:irdy. We shall take up the 
latter problem in the final section of this report. 

The 1962 amendment to the Bald Eagle Act, extending protection to 
the golden eagle, contains a disastrous provision allowing control of 
the latter in regions where damage to livestock is believed to occur. 
Accordingly, destruction of golden eagles and some bald eagles con-
tinues unabated in the Trans-Pecos-Edwards Plateau region of western 
Te.xas and southeastern New Mexico., as well as in five other states of 
the southwest. Regulations pennit control by trapping and by shooting 
from the ground only, but aerial 11warfare11 is fiIJanced by sheep and 
goat interests. In this manner, as recently reported by the National 
Audubon Society., 1,000 to 2.,000 eagles are killed each winter. 

Professional hunter-pilots., who could readily distinguish between 
golden and immature bald eagles., have been largely replaced by amateurs 
or sportsmen pilots who do not know one species from another and shoot 
all indiscriminately. A survey in late March., 1966, indicated that at 
least 20 percent of the birds shot are bald eagles. The fliers often 
respond to appeals by ranchers to seek eagles under the guise of 0 coy-
ote-hunting. n According to some former professional hunters., more eagles 
are being killed now than in the years prior to i 9protection. 11 

(more) 



UMD Ornithologists Uni.on meeting--p:!.ge 5 

While food habits research on privately owned and fenced lands is 
difficult, observations of the Fish and Wildlife Service and National 
Audubon Society during the last four years do not support claims of ex-
tensive damage by eagles to young livestock. On the contrary, most 
cases of predation have involved the blacktailed jackrabbit. While 
there is some economic basis for the widespread antip:!.thy to eagles in 
sheep-raising areas, much emotion stems from resentment of sheep and 
goat ranchers against vvinterference from Washington.~1 At any rate, the 
good will of these land owners is essential fer effective work by state 
and federal game management personnel, who make no attempt to enforce 
the prohibition against use of aircraft in eagle hunting. A solution 
to this problem is not evident, but the annual slaughter of between 
1,000 and 2,000 eagles cannot be tolerated indefinitely. 

It is increasingly clear that the peregrine falcon population 
which formerly bred in the Ap:p3.lachians and elsewhere in the eastern 
United States and which numbered Itlany hundreds of :p3.irs has completely 
disappeared within the p:!.St 15 years. The facts and possible causes 
of this die-off and the less drastic decline elsewhere in North .America 
and in Europe were discussed last year at an International Peregrine 
Conference in Madison, Wisconsin. The proceedings, which are being 
edited by J. J. Hickey, will furnish much information on the status 
of birds of prey generally as well as the subject species. Because 
the die-off in Britain was not total, it seemed possible that a resid-
ium might have survived in eastern United States. During 1965 and 
1966, attempts by one of us (Stoddard) to find traces of nesting 
peregrines in the northern App:!.lachians from Maine to Pennsylvania 
were fruitless. One to several visits were made to each of a number 
of nesting sites, often in remote areas, including some which were not 
examined by the Berger p:!.rty in 1964. Particular attention was given 
to sites marked by conspicuous 11whitewash., 11 some of which were occupied 
as late as 1957. Some of the awhitewashn marks were found to have been 
caused by nesting great-horned owls and redtailed hawks. On other cliffs, 
the sign had been protected from weathering by overhanging rocks and 
only close-up examination revealed that it was not of recent origin. 
Single peregrines were seen in April, 1965, near Gatlinburg, Tennessee, 
and in early summer of the same year near Rutland, Vermont, and in 
eastern Maine. Some p:!.irs are still breeding in the Maritime Provinces 
south of the St. Lawrence River and young were reared in southern 
Ontario during 1965. The arctic and other boreal populations, some of 
which migrate along the Atlantic coast, appear to be still sizeable. In 
Canada there is now far less harassment of peregrines and other birds 
of prey than occurred a decade ago, but falconers can easily get out of 
hand here as they have south of the borderQ 

The problem of live-trapping some species of hawks and owls and 
their commercial exploitation through interstate commerce is becoming 
more serious. Obviously., the peregrine falcon, for one, must not be 
subjected to further depletion in order to supply the pet trade., road-
side and other commercial zoos, and falconry enthusiasts. Because 
protection of birds of prey varies from state to state, it is difficult 
or impossible to control this commercial traffic in interstate and ex-
port commerce. 

(more) 
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For e:xample, valid or faked bills of lading can be used to show that the 
birds were taken in a state where the species is not protected, and thus 
prevent their seizure at a trans-shipnent point in a state which gives 
protection. The National Audubon Society has initiated steps toward 
enactment of a federal law to prohibit the interstate traffic and export 
of North .funerican birds of prey except for scientific and educational 
purposes. We recommend that the Union support this endeavor. 

Infomation on the value of predators is slow in reaching some re-
gions of the country. For several years, Arkansas limited interim-hunt-
ing season shooting to crows. At its meeting in June, 1966, the Ganie 
and Fish Commission nrealized that they had taken the rights of the pre-
dator hunter away from him11 and nrestored themH by removing protection 
from hawks, owls, English spirrows, starlings, wolves, bobcats, coyotes, 
groundhogs, gophers, nutria, muskrats., and beaver.. Your committee has 
endeavored to assist the South Arkansas Audubon So~iety in protesting 
this·action of the Commission, especially with reference to hawks and 
owls, and to the red wolf which is a rare and vanishing species of 
mammal. 

Environmental Pollution and Birds 

For several years pist, your Committee has reported on destructive 
aspects of widespread pest control, with special emphasis on the highly 
detrimental side-effects of DDT when employed against the Dutch elm 
disease. A news release which was widely disseminated in 1966 aroused 
hope · that this chemical would be completely superceded by TCPA. Alleg-
edly, the injection of the latter into a large nmnber of elms on the 
streets of a mid-western city had given i 9nearly perfect protection" by 
increasing the treesY resistance against the disease. So safe was the 
chemical - went the claim - that it did not affect even the bark beetles 
which spread the infection by carrying it from tree to tree. TCPA., 
being produced at reasonable cost and easily used under field conditions., 
would thus take the place of the safe but expensive methoxychlor and 
Bidrin which requires such precise dosage as to be impractical for 
general use. 

Unfortunately, TCPA seems to have suffered a fate similar to Bidrin. 
To produce the desired result, the amount of chemical injected must be 
gauged closely on the size of the tree. Overdosage kills the tree; under-
dosage has no effect on resistance against the disease. We are informed 
that at least one of the chemical manufacturers of TCPA has stopped pro-
duction., and a university laboratory has cancelled a program of experi-
mentation in its use against Dutch elm disease. 

Meanwhile, chemical contamination continues appirently worldwide. 
For exrunple: biopsy samples of body fat from breeding peregrine falcons 
taken during June and July., 1966, along the :Vlackenzie River in North-
west Territories showed pesticide residues in amounts up to 500 ppm. 
Eggs which were collected contained up to 10 ppn. 

(more) 
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After three years of work, a task force has drafted for the Food and 
Agriculture Organization a model law for control of pesticides. The 
draft will be submitted shortly for consideration by member states of the 
United Nations. Its provisions cover almost ,all possible modes of con-
trol including regulations for licensing)manufacturing, labeling, p:i.ck-
aging, advertising, sale, use and manner of spraying • .Although too late 
to aid the more responsible governments which have already set up control 
syst~ns, the document should stimulate action in those countries which 
have not awakened to the dangers, and perhaps lead to improvement of ex-
isting legislation which is only p:i.rtially effective. 

A major conference on environ.~ental pollution, to be attended by 
representatives of government, industry and universities, is to be held 
in Montreal in October, 1966. Of national importance to Canada, it is 
expected to bring forth recommendations on needed research and techno-
logical development, and to provide information for resolving jurisdic-
tional uncertainties which now hamper remedial action. 

Pollution of sea - and inland waterways by oil still occurs, but 
at less frequent intervals than formerly. An incident involving a 
stranded tanker occurred off southwest Florida, but the oil missed the 
Dry Tortugas. The last serious occurrences on Canada Vs Atlantic coast 
were in 1960. Perhaps the International Convention on Oil Pollution 
is having an effect. Regular p:i.trols, by helicopter and other means, 
by the Canadian Wildlife Service, have reduced deliberate violations 
of the law against discharging oil in the St. lawrence-Great lakes 
wate:nvay. That Service has also negotiated with the developers of the 
Athabaska tar sands oil extraction project to ensure that adequate 
precautions will be taken to prevent the critical pollution problem 
which otherwise could occur. 

Alaskan Bird Problems 

The findings of the so-called Spurr Committee, added to adverse 
recommendations of the Fish and Wildlife Service and nruoh criticism 
from many quarters, have dealt a severe blow to the proposal for a 
huge darn· on the Yukon River at Ramp:i.rt, Alaska. The history of such 
projects, however, teaches that conservationists must not take ap-
pearances for granted. Proponents would be too likely to utilize any 
opportunity to push through Congress legislation authorizing 11invest-
igation and study.wt Such an act, implemented by rrj_llions of dollars 
in appropriations, could go far toward committing construction in the 
guise of •1preventing waste of funds already invested.n The disastrous 
effects of an impoundment behind a Ramp:i.rt Dam, if built, have been 
summarized in our last two reports. 

With this notable exception, alteration of habitats in Alaska, 
either in process or forecast, are not likely to have any significant 
effect on the fauna. The extension of copper mining along the Kobuk 
River near Kotzebue, exploratory drilling·for oil on the north slope 
of the Brooks Range east of Coville River, road building between 
Fairbanks, Nome and McKinley Park, and urban sprawl of Fairbanks, 
Anchorage and other centers of civilization are examples of development 
which are minute in comµirison with the vast regions still undisturbed. 

(more) 
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Even the subdivision of the dairy pg.stures between Fairbanks and College, 
where an estimated 10,000 geese and other waterfowl stop for a few days 
in the spring migration, will have little or no bearing on conservation. 
The birds will merely stop elsewhere on the thousands of sloughs, bars 
and openings along the Nanana River. Only the local people who have 
enjoyed viewing the clamorous spectacle will be the losers. 

Everglades Water Problem 

In its last four reports, this Committee has summarized the truly 
deplorable conditions in Everglades National Park resulting from sub-
normal rainfall and thus an insufficiency of fresh water. Marked de-
terioration of the marshes has been an actual threat to the survival 
of the Wood Ibis in the United States. Populations of all water birds 
declined rapidly and the very future of the Park as a pristine habitat 
and sample of the v glades was in jeo:p1rdy. 

We are happy to report that by mid-summer of 1966 water levels 
were again high. Early in March a Federal-State agreement was signed 
making a temporary allocation of lake Okeechobee water to the Park and 
about 1,000 cubic feet per second have been allowed to flow southward. 
While this action was helpful, nature was the real rescuer. Heavy 
rains (approximately 20 inches in June alone; about 60 per cent above 
average) saturated the ground and substratum, forcing salt water back 
toward Florida Bay. The flood control works north of the Park were 
filled to the brim, with several thousand cubic feet of water per 
second spilling over to add to this ground water. 

It is only a question of time before reduced rainfall will re-
quire replenishment of ground water supplies from Flood Control Project 
storage. Gradient of terrain (only one foot in 10 miles) make arti-
ficial measures imperative. Studies of water needs in southern Florida 
by the u. s. Corps of Engineers are to be completed late in 1967. At 
that time, comprehensive measures must be devised fill9: financed to correct 
future rainfall shortages and thus maintain the :p1rk ecology. The 
American Ornithologists? Union and all conservationists should maintain 
vigilance to ensure that adequate steps are taken. As always, there is 
danger that in todayvs flood we may forget the need to provide against 
the drought that will surely follow. 

Avifauna of Northern Iatin America 

year ago, this Committee called attention to the fact that (1) 
the rain forests of central and northern Iatin .America are being des-
troyed at an accelerating rate in order to meet the nutritional needs 
of a rapidly growing human population; (2) many resident birds and 
at least one hundred migratory species (including many of our own 
insectivorous birds) depend on this and related habitats, and (3) some 
recent studies have indicated a marked decline in the numbers of some 
of these species migrating northward through the United States. 

(more) 
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Without attempting to draw conclusions, we suggested that the factors 
that influence mortality of the birds during the migratory and winter 
phases of their life cycles should be scrutinized. Acting on this sug-
gestion, the .American Ornithologists 9 Union at its meeting in Columbus, 
Ohio, commended the Smithsonian Institution for sponsoring an investi-
gatory meeting. This international conference, which was first proposed 
by WiDiam Vogt of the Conservation Foundation, was held in Washington, 
D. c. in mid--April, 1966, with financial support of the Foundation. 
The present chairman of the Bird Protection Committee was invited to 
attend as an Observer; he was enabled to do so with grants from the Union, 
the Conservation Foundation and Defenders of Wildlife. 

Most of the seven contributors from the five northern I.a.tin American 
countries represented and approximately a dozen from the United States 
felt that because of their adaptability, most migratory species that 
breed in the north temperate zone can survive environmental changes 
in their winter range. The preservation of resident species, µ3.rt-
icularly those of humid tropical forests, is a much more serious problem. 
These birds, which through a long period of evolution are adapted to 
that habitat for nesting, are evidently losing ground. Information is 
almost entirely lacking concerning the rate of decline and the precise 
effects of timber cutting. 

A group of conferees, headed by a rnember of the Bird Protection 
Conrrnittee, John W. Aldrich, compiled a list of 21 suggestions for 
action based on the conference µ3.pers and discussions. The princi:p3.l 
points covered inventories of samples of ecosystems; preservation of 
renewable natural resources, µ3.rticularly the rain forest habitat; 
international exchange of information; control of illegal traffic in 
live birds and turtles and in caiman skins; and research, education 
and publicity. Specifically for North America, since conclusive in-
formation on the changing abundance of most of the approximately 400 
species of birds which nest on this continent and winter in I.a.tin 
.l\r,1erica is lacking, the governments and conservation organizations of 
the United States and Canada are urged to support studies on the pop-
ulations of these specieso 

The results of this Conference may assist greatly, not only in 
the preservation of bird life, but in conservation of renewable natural 
resources in northern I.a.tin .America. 

The Problem of Living-s:p3.ce 

Throughout this report we have referred to the vital importance 
of land. Protection of individual birds from destruction may be ir:1-
portant, p=1rticularly when species are reduced numerically to a low 
ebb. Preservation or restoration of habitat, however, is frequently 
the most vital requirement for the perpetuation of an endangered form. 

The Soil and Water Conservation Act and nendangered speciesn 
legislation have recently augmented such earlier tools as the "Duck 
Starap Act•V in providing legal authority and funds for acquiring and 
preserving bird habitats. 

(more) 
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We record these forward steps with joy and thankfulness as evidence of 
real progress. At the same tDne, unfortunately, conservation is being 
forced backward as the rising tide of human population surges into and 
over habitats which seemingly had been safeguarded forever. 

Symbolic of these times and the conservation problems they present 
is the threat to Robert R:i.dgwayvs old nature preserve, Bird Haven, near 
Olney, Richland County in southern Illinois. Ridgway conceived of Bird 
Haven not only as a bird sanctuary, but as an arboretum, and after he 
purchased the original tract in 1906 he added many plant species to its 
naturally varied flora. On Ridgway 9 s death in 1929 his plans for an 
endowment for the sanctuary were incomplete, but friends added more land 
and set up an endowment. 

Now the city of Olney needs more water and plans to inundate 
practically the entire refuge as a p:i.rt of an 1100-acre reservoir. From 
the standpoint of bird conservation on a national scale the problem 
of 12G--a.cre Bird Haven is of no great moment, except as an ironic 
e:xaraple and symbol of the plight of conservation in the latter half 
of the 20th Century, when 9 sanctuaries-in-perpetuityY last only until 
it becomes expedient to destroy them. 

The same basic p:i.ttern recurs over and over again. Further north 
in Illinois, the proposed 24-mile-long Oakley Reservoir planned by the 
Arrey Corps of Engineers will flood most of the last sizeable tract of 
mature lowland forest left in east-central Illinois, including a large 
p:i.rt of Robert Allerton Park - a major site of long-term investigations 
in biology- by staff and students of the University of Illinois. At a 
cost of 50 to 60 million dollars, the reservoir, with a life expectancy 
of about 100 years, will provide water to dilute sewage in the Sangamon 
River from the city of Decatur. 

Far to the west, in southern California, the u. S. Bureau of 
Reclamation and the United Water Conservation District of Ventura 
County have proposed building the Top:i.top:i Reservoir on the border of 
the refuge for the California condor. Although outside of the sanctuary, 
inevitably heavy recreational use of the water storage reservoir plus 
an access highway to be built through the nesting area would be a serious 
threat to this rare species. Disturbance would be the lesser hazard; 
the highway would offer new opportunities to hunters who roam the country 
shooting at anything that resembles a bird of prey. In a referendum early 
in 1966, the proposal was defeated by Water Conservation District voters 
by the narrow margin of 32 out of more than 7,500 votes cast. The water 
district officials have announced that another referendum will be held 
on the 90 million dollar project. Modifications will enhance the pro-
position's chances for p:i.ssage. It is clear that the future of the 
condor depends to a large extent on remoteness of its habitat, free 
from access highways and recreational facilities which would encourage 
penetration of the refuge and its surroundings. 

(more) 
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Such expedient it solutions'' to our problems seem to prevail regard-
less of the long-term costs to our resources. On the face of it these 
are local problems, but compounded as they are from county-to-county 
and from state-to-state, they become national problems. 

The loss of the lowland forest fauna from large stretches of the 
midwest is also symbolic of our times and its rapidly changing p:tttern 
of land use. Following the elimination of most p:tstureland, the last 
major reservoir of certain prairie species of birds, including Upland 
Plovers, Bobolinks, Meadowlarks, Dickcissels, Grasshopper and HenslowYs 
Sp:i.rrows has for many years been the hayfields, With the heavy use of 
fertilizers in modern agriculture, the practice of crop rotation is 
p:i.ssing, and with it the hayfields are being eliminated at a rate un-
drea.1ned of only 10 years ago. On a representative thousand-acre tract 
of farmland in central Illinois, hay acreage declined from 16 per cent 
to 2 per cent of the land in just four years (1962-1965), and the trend 
is continuing. The hayfields are replaced by row crops which are 
virtually without value to the prairie fauna or any other. The change 
holds no immediate threat of complete extirp:i.tion of populations, but 
it points out the need to plan for grassland refuges throughout the 
original prairie states. While agricultural lands have supported 
prairie faunas in the p:i.st, the present trend in land use suggests 
that this reservoir will not be sustained indefinitely. 

It is ironic that while many if not most of our country 9 s problems 
are basically biological (ecological) problems, biologists have (perhaps 
choose to have) very little voice in governmental policy. For the sake 
not only of wildlife populations but of mankind itself this is a situa-
tion which must be changed soon. Far-reaching decisions on the use of 
the land and its resources should not lie solely in the hands of 
lawyers and engineers whose concepts of the environment are too narrowly 
based. Such decisions require the judgement of a board of ecologists 
trained in the concepts of population dynamics who understand that 
survival of our civilization depends upon more than mere expedient action. 
Perhaps because biological problems are so entrancing, biologists as a 
group are disinclined toward political pursuits, but it is p:i.st time 
that they claim some meaningful role in the political decisions which 
influence not only the human species but all organisms. 
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