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DULUTH -- An English professor's interest in Af rican literature 

is responsible for bringing Nigerian Wale Soyinka's comedy "The Lion and 

the Jewel" to the UMD Theater's stage. 

The play, termed by Director Fred Meitzer as "excellent" with 

"witty, sparkling and funny" dialogue will be presented at 8 p.m. Thursday 

and Friday (Feb. 3-4) and 2 p.m. Saturday and Sunday (Feb. 5-6) in the Physi-

cal Education building 's Dance Studio . 

It will be staged in a 3/4 round under the technical direction of 

Daniel Alkofer, an instructor in speech, with special dance numbers and 

pantomime under the direction of Mrs. Shirley Mordine, an instructor in 

women's physical education. 

"I was directed to the play by Bob Owens (associate professor of 

English)," explained Meitzer. "He took an interest in African literature 

while t eaching on the continent. He thought Soyinka's play particularly 

interesting and gave me a copy to read l ast year. 

"I found it an excellent play and decided to do it. The play 

develops four characters fully, completely, interestingly and charmingly ." 

The principals include Lakunle, a school t eacher who returns to 

his village after being educated in modern society ; Sidi, the village girl 

he hopes to marry; Baroka, the tribal chieftan and Sadiku, the chief's first 

wife . 

Lakunle is played by Anthony Auer of Silver Bay, Sidi by Celeste 

Nelson of Duluth, Baroka by Glen Mordine of Duluth and Sadiku by Florence 

Tomsich of Ely. 

Lakunle wishes to marry Sidi but refuses to pay the traditional 

bride price which he considers an uncivilized custom. Then Baroka takes 

an interest in Sidi and asks Sadiku to intercede in his behalf. 

(more) 
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"The author creat es situations which are universally i nteresting," 

said Meitzer. "There is the conflict of old ways versus !'lew and t:-ie tri-

angle of young man, young woman and old man. 

"The themes he has developed are as old a s drama but he has made 

them local in this play with a command of the language tha t is poetic. He 

says things beautifully." 

Meitzer's fir s t inclination was to do the play as a staged read-

ing . But then he decided to include the element of the danc e . 

"The dance serves two different functions," said Meitzer. 11 It 

is first used to fla sh back and t ell stories of what happened before t he 

time of the play. And finally to bring the play to a ver y , exciting the-

atrical climax." 
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