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Duluth--- A piJot study aimed at improving teacher education through 

increased classroom experience in the public schools has been launched at the 

University of Minnesota, Duluth (UMD). 

Dr. Thomas G. Boman, asst. prof. of secondary education at UMD, is 

directing the project which was recently funded by a $12,900 grant from the Upper 

Midwest Regional Educational Laboratory in St. Paul. 

Fourteen UMD students are enrolled in the year-long pilot program 

which starts them working with public schoQl pupils as early as their junior year 

in college. 

"A major innovation of the program is the placement of our students 

under the direct supervision of master teachers in the public schools as soon as 

our students enter the professional education curriculum," Dr. Boman explained. 
I/ 

"Our emphasis is on involvement and the correlation of theory with actual experience. 

Students in the present program spend the equivalent of 10 weeks of 

teaching in a public school during their senior year. Under the Boman plan, each 

teacher-in-training begins tutoring in his junior year from one to four public 

school students under the continuous supervision of a professional t eacher in the 

assigned school. 

Traditional course material in teacher education usually given through 

lecture and discussion will be the responsibility of the student through independ-

ent study and small group seminars directed by Dr. Boman and the professional 

teachers. 

Dr. Boman or a comparable "tutorial professor" periodically assist the 

professional or directing teacher in planning the pre-service or student teachers 

program and in evaluating the student's progress. 
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The 14 UMD students currently involved in the project are assigned to 

Duluth Central High School and Washington Junior High. They are tutoring within 

their major study area of mathematics, the sciences, or social studies. 

As the student teacher increases in his ability to assist in the class-

r oom and gains in the understanding of the students, his teaching load will be 

increased. Eventually, he will take over a full class of unto 30 students for 

a full quarter as UMD seniors do now. 

The student also will receive experience in micro-teaching, a system 

which allows his performance to be recorded on closed circuit television for 

instant replay to assist in the self-evaluation of strengths and weaknesses, 

"It is our contention that be~inning teachers are often obsolete before 

they enter the classroom," Dr. Boman declared. "Therefore, teacher preparation 

institutions must prepare teachers who will be able to rapidly adopt t o whatever 

form of educational pattern they align themselves with. 

"It means, also, that public schools must accept an increasing respon-

sibility in molding the neophyte teacher to fit their own needs.'' 

Dr. Boman said the pilot program will be exnanded next year if it 

proves successful and if funding is available. 

UMD students currently in the program are: Linda Arnold, Gregg 

Bjorklund, Mary-Elizabeth Koch, Donald Mellesmoen, Christie Wick, Duluth; Victor 

Bunes, Bovey; Lowell Kuberka, Virginia; Ronald Majerus, Dover; Sharon Ann 

Montgomery, Proctor; Linda Pesheck, Askov; Earl Nordstrand, McGregor; Patrick 

Tokavec, Ely; Anthony Vukelich, Orr; and Wayne Will, East Grand Forks. 
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