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DULUTH -- The unadjusted Duluth Business Index for April reached 108 

points--a 14-point increase over March but below last year's April level of 115. 

The major r eason for business activity failing to match its April 1966 

peak was traced to the late reopening of lake navigation and its composite ef-

fect on other allied industries in Duluth. 

Ten Index components were up, four were off and number of electric 

customers and number of telephones remained about the same according to co-

authors Dr. Cecil H. Meyers, professor and head of economics at UMD, and Glenn 

o. Gronseth, research analyst for the Minnesota State Employment Service, Duluth. 

The Index is published by the UMD Department of Economics in coopera-

tion with the Minnesota Department of Employment Security, Duluth Chamber of Com-

merce and the Duluth Industrial Bureau. 

Overall business conditions so far this year are still ahead of the 

same four months of 1966 1 but the margin of gain has narrowed. In the January-

March period in 1967 the Index is averaging 96 or 2% higher than the comparable 

period in 1966. 

Lake shipping activity progressed at a furious pace compared to other 

periods. Iron ore shipments were up a whopping 118 points, grain shipments ad-

vanced 43 points and other lake cargo registered a 117-point gain in the March-

April comparison. 

Freight carloadings were off sharply in March, dropping 20 points while 

a decline in bank debits followed the normal pattern. Building permits were off 

19 points and postal receipts dropped seven. 

(more) 



DBI - page 2 

Commercial and industrial kilowatt hours used were up five points 

in April contrary to the usual three-point decline in the month-to-month bar-

ometer. Residential kilowatt hours also were up sharply and commercial elect-

rical power usage recorded a gain over last April. 

The fast start in port terminal activities had its effect on the 

fractional increase in Duluth employment. The port enjoyed the best April 

record in its short history. Substantial increases were noted in imports of 

machinery, foodstuffs, steel, twine and wire with export tonnage ga ins in 

powdered milk, tallow and lard. 

The unadjusted index of retail sales jumped from 124 in March to 133 

in April. April sales volume showed an overall gain of 7% over last year to 

put retail sales for the first four months of 1967 at 1.2% above the same 1966 

period. 
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