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DULUTH -- James Meredith, the first Negro to attend and graduate from 

the University of Mississippi, will make a UMD lecture appearance at 8 p.m. 

Thursday (April 13) in Kirby Student Center ballroom. 

He will speak on "Racial Peace in America," tracing the backE;round and 

reasons for present-day racial strife and, finally, offering what he considers 

the best solution to the Negro problem. 

Meredith has been the focal point of national and international atten-

tion since September__.1962 when he enrolled as a student at Mississippi. He 

spent his three consecutive semesters of attendance under protective guard be-

cause of the constant threat to his life an<l emerged with a degree. 

His account of the events prior to and during his year at Mississippi, 

entitled "Three Years in Mississippi (Indiana University Press)," was published 

in April, 1966. 

He left Mississippi to study political science in Nigeria at the Univ-

ersity of Ibadan, lectured at major universities in Africa and toured the Middle 

East. When he returned to the U.S., he entered the School of Law at Columbia 

University and established residence in New York City. 

Constantly in the news due to his personal assessments of the racial 

struggle in this country, Meredith was wounded during a civil rights march and 

recently was a short-lived Senatorial candidate to oppose Adam Clayton Powell. 

Born in 1933 in Kosciusko, Mississippi, Meredith was one of ten 
children. His father, who owned his 84-acre farm and was a registered voter, 
taught his children the value of free-thinking, independence and self-respect. 

Of this early but lasting influence, Meredith has written: "Of course, 
I had known that I belonged to a group that was distinctly different from at 
least one other group, but until I was fifteen I did not know that my group was 
supposed to be the inferior one. Since then I have felt a nersonal responsibil-
ity to change the status of my group." 

Meredith's appearance is sponsored by the UMD Convocations and Lectures 
Committee. 
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