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DULUTH --- "The Admirable Crichton," a biting satire on the reversal 

of status in an English family of noble blood, demands mobile set design through 

four acts, 

The UMD Theater will use three turntables, designed by student Thom 

Peterson, to meet the problem for 8:30 p.m. performances April 23, 24, 25 in Old 

Main Auditorium. 

Each turntable, 10 feet in diameter, will hold sections of three 

separate sets needed for "Crichton." They will rise 7-8 inches above the stage 

floor and will be highly mobile. 

"The turntables will become stock items," explained play director 

Sigurd Jensen. "We will probably use them again for the spring opera and we 

could use one or two in our studio theater. 

"It will give us an advantage since we don't have extensive space in 

the Old Main stage wings. Of course people may get tired of seeing them, But 

we'll see. It's what we are forced into with our limited facilities." 

The turntables represent a considerable financial outlay by the UMD 

Theater. Their cost: $350. However, Jensen feels the expense is a necessary one. 

"They are going to help I'elieve the pressure of heavy production pro-

blems," said Jensen. "Like this spI'ing when we have two plays, a series of one 

acts and an opera." 

The use of set turntables is nothing new. They were long used in the 

oI'iental theater before arriving in the West in the late 1800s. 
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Although James M. Barrie's "Crichton" was originally set in 1912, 

Jensen is updating the play in time, using present-day sets and dress. 

For "Crichton" the turntable-set will show the audience: 

*The interior of Lord Loam's home in England. An elegant old house 

in good taste that has been redecorated with a Victorian fireplace to heighten 

the mood. 

*An island scene at the edge of the jungle after Loam, his daughters, 

friends and servants are shipwrecked. A clearing and the beginning of a hut are 

seen. Nature is still very much in command and wild animals can be heard. 

*A home-made house with home-made furnishings using whatever is avail-

able in the jungle. A very livable place with a South Seas decor emphasized by 

bamboo matting and palm leaves. 

"The play looks at the laws of nature and equality as seen in London 

and then shows what happens on the island. Although a very loyal servant, 

Crichton becomes master of the island through the strength of his ingenuity and 

the changes brought about by nature and circumstance," Jeosen explained. 

"The characters are played as honest, truthful people. We see Barrie's 

satire in the ridiculousness of English nobility. 

Terry Markovich, Calumet, has been cast as Crichton with Mike Zacher, 

Duluth, as Lord Loam. 
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