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JV: ... just for you guys to know—it is BS. I’ll tell you exactly what happened. That Wasserman, 
the head of the Democrat?  
 
TD: Yeah, yeah. 
 
JV: Who had to resign and got in all the trouble? They were so shoddy with their e-mails and all 
that—it was not hacked; it was leaked. And as a rebound position they used the Russians as the 
excuse. They don’t want the U.S. people to know how horrible that it was leaked by them, 
because here’s the deal: when Comey testified, they asked him if they had done what do you call 
it on the drive, the main thing, a forensic. He said no. Well, how can you investigate if you don’t 
forensically test the main hard drive, and the main hard drive has been tested now. It happened 
too quick to be hacked. It had to have been leaked. Oh, yeah, oh no, and I got this from a 40-year 
former CIA guy who said this was the most outrageous thing that’s been done since I’ve been 
around. 
 
TD: You have to be somewhere at 11, right? 
 
JV: No. I have to be somewhere, not at 11 but about 11:30. 
 
TD: Close, ‘cause we got to ask you questions about being governor then. 
 
JV: I know, but isn’t that ... I’m telling you guys on this whole Russian deal? It is bullshit. It is 
being used by the Democrats as an excuse, because they lost again. And I’m not a Republican. 
As you know, I’m an Independent. 
 
TD: Yeah, yeah, right. 
 
JV: But in 2000 when Gore lost—same scenario; Gore got more votes than Bush, but Gore lost. 
Well, who did they blame that year? Ralph Nader. It was Ralph’s fault. Now they’re blaming Jill 
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Stein, that she took votes from Wisconsin, Michigan and all that, that Hillary would have won. 
They’re trying to say that Russia inter ... without Russia’s interference Hillary would have won? 
No. Do you know of anyone that changed their vote because of the Russians? I don’t. And not 
only that, and I’ll finish with it—we don’t elect our president—the Electoral College does. So 
unless an Electoral College people change their votes because of the Russians, this is much ado 
about nothing, and I’ll finish with this. How many elections do you think the United States has 
interfered in? 
 
TD: Oh, a lot. 
 
JV: I got the numbers, for my show. I got ‘em. 
 
TD: How many? 
 
JV: Well, from ... this is from a study done at Carnegie-Mellon, so it’s credible, from 1948 to 
2010, which doesn’t even count the last seven years. I believe the number’s 81, in 45 different 
countries, and they’re claiming if you interfere in an election that’s a declaration of war? Well, 
then there ought to be 45 countries declaring war on us.  
 
TD: I’m glad... 
 
JV: Because we’ve interfered in 45 different countries’ elections since ’48 to 2010. You can bet 
it’s over 50 by now. 
 
TD: Yeah. 
 
JV: Because we’ve got a seven-year gap that this study didn’t handle. Anyhow, let’s get on to 
[Unclear]. 
 
TD: OK. So... 
 
JV: But you can see I am connected [Unclear]. 
 
TD: No, that’s good. So, the premise of these, as Patrick might have told you, is that we’ve been 
doing, he’s been doing interviews with all the living governors, and it’s an oral history. This is 
really your chance to put down on tape and then on transcript your story of being governor. 
 
NY: In your own words. 
 
TD: In your own words, and we really want to try and ... it’s also for this... 
 
JV: How honest have the others been? Are they taking credit for other people’s stuff? Because 
that’s what they do with me. They try to take things for things ... the Dems and Repubs either try 
to destroy what I did or take credit for it. 
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TD: Why don’t we just get started. We’re already like halfway in. This is good stuff. So are you 
ready over here? Yeah, you’re good. All right, so, OK, so thank you very much for doing this. 
We wanted to start kind of rewinding a little bit. 
 
JV: You lead and I’ll follow. 
 
TD: So it’s 20 years since you famously shocked the world, right? 
 
JV: Just about. 
 
TD: Just about. We want to rewind—you had been a mayor before that, you’d had... 
 
JV: Yeah, I had been the mayor of ... well, I left the world of professional wrestling in around 
1990, after a 15-year career there, and I was living in Brooklyn Park, and a local issue came up, 
and the local issue concerned my neighborhood, and we got involved, and I started getting more 
involved, and I started going up to city hall, getting involved. And one day I was up there and we 
were pretty irate at our city hall in Brooklyn Park, because it was really a good ol’ boy network, 
which I think a lot of the local cities are, unfortunately, are governed that way. And I remember I 
was there and I had the floor and I looked at the 25-year incumbent mayor, or whatever he was, 
and I said—you’re going to make me run, aren’t you? And his buddy on the council burst out 
laughing and said—you couldn’t win. And so I left city hall that night knowing I was running for 
mayor of Brooklyn Park, and I ended up running. I won all 21 precincts, and I won 67 percent to 
33 percent against a 25-year incumbent, which I believe, in the world of politics, is considered a 
major landslide. 
 
TD: So when did you first, then, decide to actually run for governor, because that’s a big jump. 
 
JV: That happened ... well, I did one year as mayor, and I’m a believer in term limits, and I 
believe that you serve and go back to what you used to do. That’s what we should be doing, and 
that’s one of the major problems in our country today is we have what are called career 
politicians, people who get elected and make careers out of it. That’s why I refer to myself as a 
statesman, not a politician, because I only do one term, and then I go back to the private sector. I 
do not make it a career. And that, to me, is a statesman. A politician is one who makes it a career 
getting elected to this job, then you get elected to this job, and you never, ever really work in the 
private sector, yet you claim to know about it. [Chuckles] 
 
TD: Was there ... I mean, that anecdote of running for mayor of Brooklyn Park—was there a 
similar moment when you were, like—well, I’m going to run for governor? What was that story? 
 
JV: Yeah. Well, no, I boxed myself in a corner, because when I got done with being mayor I got 
into a new career in talk radio. And it was during talk radio that the first budget surplus showed 
up, where we had billions of dollars more than what we taxed for. The economy was so powerful 
in the ‘90s when Clinton was president and inflation was less than a single digit. You know, you 
had inflation at like .08—it was ridiculous. So everybody was making money, and the state of 
Minnesota, because the economy was so strong, brought in billions of dollars more than they 
needed.  
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NY: Was that the issue that really catalyzed [Unclear]? 
 
JV: Yeah, well I was doing talk radio—and they spent it! And I went—wait a minute! They 
budgeted—live within your budget! Just because the economic times are great, and you brought 
in more money than you needed, that means you’re over-taxing us, first of all, according to the 
economy, because your budget didn’t indicate you needed this much. And second of all, it didn’t 
give them the right to be kids in the candy store and get some big allowance and just go spending 
it like it’s theirs. And I started saying this money should be given back. Should be given back to 
the taxpayers—they overcharged us. And so one day I got irate on talk radio and I just threw it 
out there, and I said—you know, maybe I should run for governor. Oh, that lit the fire. Once I 
said that over the airwaves, then I was kind of caught, because you want to keep your credibility. 
And so from that point on, I really didn’t have a choice, because it landed into the people’s lap, 
and it was like a hand-off in football; the people got the ball and started to run with it. 
 
TD: Did you second-guess that at all, though, at any point? 
 
JV: No, no. Not once I made the decision that I realized I’d boxed myself in the corner, in which 
to keep my credibility, now I gotta run. 
 
NY: So, did you, did you always plan on running. I mean, like after that moment were you 
like—Oh, I’m going to run third party, or ... 
 
JV: Oh, no—I knew I would. 
 
NY: You always knew you were gonna. 
 
JV: I knew I would, because I’ve never been a Democrat, I’ve never been a Republican, and I’ve 
never voted for them, even as a youth. I voted for John Anderson for president, way back in the 
‘80s. He was a third party candidate against Reagan and whoever else—I voted for him back 
then. I have been anti-the-two-parties for as long as I can probably remember, because I saw 
early-on that it’s fixed, that they’re both the same thing, yet they portray themselves to be 
different. 
 
TD: Why the Reform Party when you first jumped in? 
 
JV: They weren’t the Reform Party—they were the Independence Party, Minnesota. Then, when 
Ross Perot’s movement started, we, then, affiliated with the Reform Party, but we were the 
Independence Party of Minnesota, and we had major party status, because Dean Barkley had run 
for the Senate or whatever, and got more than five percent, which gave us major party status. 
Minnesota’s one of the few states that’s fairly lenient on major party. All you have to do is get 
five percent, I believe, statewide, in an election, and you then have major party status. 
 
TD: So you, as you said, felt in some ways like you boxed yourself in. You were going to run ... 
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JV: The fun part of the story is this: Dean Barkley had run for the Senate or something a year 
sooner. And he had asked me to ... I have a lake cabin up near Annandale, and he had asked me 
then, when he was running for the Senate or whatever it was he was running for, if I would walk 
with him in the Annandale 4th of July parade. And I said sure, because I was starting ... I had 
been mayor of Brooklyn Park, and I was starting to align myself with the Independence Party, 
this group, for lack of better term, disgruntled Republicans and Democrats who were sick of the 
system. So when we were walking in the parade that day in Annandale, the crowd started 
chanting for me and not Dean, because, I suppose, I’m the wrestler, I’m the movie star, I’m this 
and that and all the other jobs I’ve had. And I’ll never forget, Dean leaned over to me and said—
see, the wrong guy’s running, meaning I should be running. And I looked at Dean and said—
Dean, I don’t want to go to Washington. And I just threw it off the cuff and laughed. I said—I’ll 
run for governor. 
 
TD: Did you like that—did you enjoy that first sort of foray into walk in a parade like that and ... 
 
JV: Well, I liked it to a certain extent, but I liked the challenge. Then the challenge, when I 
realized I was going to do it, then it became the challenge to win. Because I don’t do anything to 
make statements; I don’t do anything to—oh, he had a good showing. I entered to win, I had full 
intention to win, and I did win. 
 
TD: And how did you build a campaign that did that, then. The Independence Party did have 
major party status, but it’s fair to say it didn’t, maybe, have the resources and the structure that ... 
yeah. 
 
JV: Oh, absolutely not. I spent only $300 thou ... I only raised $300,000.  
 
TD: So how did you go about that? 
 
JV: The Dems and Repubs raised that year a combined $12 million. Now you know why they 
don’t like me? I won. I spent $300 grand and won. They spent $12 million, combined, and lost. 
 
NY: You were able to do that just from [Unclear] media, like going out and ... 
 
JV: No, I was able to do it because the great thing, the thing about politics is this. Generally, 
initially until you’re known very well, you spend all your money trying to get name recognition. 
I didn’t need that. I didn’t have to spend one nickel on name recognition. So that saves you ... I 
spent all my money on television ads, because you’ve got to have ads on TV for people to 
believe you’re real. So we got the $300,000 subsidy from the state at the time, they had that for 
the public financing. And we spent every penny of it on TV ads. And yet, it’s funny, because the 
other day I was at church, and they had the president of the Franklin Bank there, honoring her, 
because without her this church couldn’t have been built, and when they went through it I sat in 
amazement and said—without the Franklin Bank I couldn’t have been governor, because at the 
time Bill Cooper was the head of the Minnesota banking industry. He was also the head of the 
Republicans. It’s a catch 22 on how you get the money, the public subsidy money. You have to 
go to a bank and get a loan, and then you have to get at least ten percent in the election, and then 
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the government will reimburse you for that $300,000 loan. Well, Cooper was head of the 
banks—we couldn’t get one bank to give us the loan. That’s how they were stopping me. See, all 
this stuff goes on under the table. 
 
TD: Actually, then the ... 
 
JV: People don’t realize how dirty this game is. 
 
TD: Franklin Bank ended up giving ... 
 
JV: The Franklin Bank, it ended up Steve Minn, who was a Minneapolis city councilman at the 
time, was a member of the Independence Party. He was talking across the fence in his back yard, 
and his neighbor happened to be a big shot at the Franklin Bank. And he was telling him the 
dilemma we were in—we couldn’t get a bank because Bill Cooper was the head of the banking 
industry and he had put the word out—nobody gives their campaign a loan. So this guy said—
come up to the Franklin Bank, which is known to give, shall we say, loans to poor people. Loans 
to people who not ... they take chances, let me put it that way. The Franklin Bank will gamble. 
This guy says—tell Jesse Ventura to come up to the Franklin Bank—we’ll give him his loan. We 
know he’s going to get over ten percent. They knew it already—they said he’s going to get way 
more than ten percent. So we went up to the Franklin Bank, they fronted the loan money, it went 
to Bill Hillsman. Every dollar of that went to TV ads. Hillsman was just waiting to get that 
check. 
 
NY: So who was giving you advice throughout your whole campaign? Was this ... 
 
JV: People within ... myself, and then Dean Barkley, within the party. Dean had run a bunch of 
times. And Doug Friedline, who’s the late Doug Friedline now—Doug passed away a couple 
years ago. Different people like that within the party, plus I had the experience of being a mayor. 
People forget that, that I actually had as much experience as Norm Coleman. But yet, here’s the 
media. Never, never was I referred to, ever, during the election as former mayor. This is 
politics—I have the title. Never was I called former mayor. I was called throughout the entire 
election former pro wrestler. That’s the bias, see, that you face from the media, being a third-
party candidate. They won’t give you credibility on purpose. Why was I, as a former mayor, not 
given the title? 
 
TD: Were there parts of campaigning that surprised you, or things that happened during the 
campaign process that were just new, or something you hadn’t thought about before, kind of 
going with that. 
 
JV: The thing that was surprising for us, we were the first ... we did a break-through that had 
never been done in politics before. This was ’98—we used the internet. Nobody had ever used it. 
 
TD: How? 
 
JV: How? We put up a site for $35. If you got somebody that’ll do it and knows what they’re 
doing, it only costs 35 bucks. We didn’t have money. I didn’t sell out to special interests; I didn’t 
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take no dirty money. The only thing I took was $50 donations from citizens, and that won’t get 
you in the door, you know, at the Capitol. I only raised $300,000, so I thought $35 is well-spent 
money, and we had a guy who was a whiz on the internet set up our whole site, and when we 
went the final campaign, we did the RV trip through the state, we had it coincide with the 
internet, where people could get their picture with me and then go home and see it on the 
internet.  
 
NY: Is that how you reached out to a lot of the youth voters, people who maybe [Unclear]? 
 
JV: You’d have to ask them that, but I would say yes. With a fairly educated guess I’d say yes, 
because the youth were the ones on the internet. And I was also told two interesting things during 
the campaign: I was volunteer coaching high school football then in what I considered the 
toughest high school league in the state, and that was Blaine, Anoka, Stillwater, Champlin 
Park—that’s a rough football league. 
 
TD: And you kept coaching while you were governor, right? 
 
JV: Yeah, I continued to coach. Well, they tried to get me to stop coaching and campaign. And I 
said—wait a minute. I said—every Friday night our games are sold out, and I’m in front of 8,000 
people on Friday night at a high school stadium. I said—can you put me in front of 8,000 people 
every Friday night? They went—no. I said—then, shut up. And they backed off then, and the 
interesting thing about that was when it was getting right down to almost election time, we were 
playing Coon Rapids, one of our arch-rivals, right across the river from Champlin Park, right in 
their stadium. And when we got there, just as the game started to go, on the Coon Rapids side 
they unrolled a big long thing—Go Jesse, Go! Now this is the rival school. And I said to myself, 
I’m going to win. When you’ve got the rival school and you’re a rival coach on the other team, 
and they’re cheering for you to win with a banner in their stadium ... 
 
NY: Is that the moment that you like realized that your campaign had really resonated with ... 
 
JV: Oh, it had been resonating. And also, too, they told me don’t bother with college campuses. I 
immediately booked every college campus I could in the state of Minnesota, because I knew to 
win I was going to have to motivate voters who didn’t normally vote. And the kids came out—
unbelievable. In fact, the headline in the Minneapolis paper—Ventura Wins—sub-head like 
“Throngs of young voters show up.” And everybody told me—don’t go to the colleges; they 
don’t vote. Well, they did my year. 
 
TD: Were there things that your campaign folks asked you to do, got you to do, that were things 
that you didn’t initially want to do, or ... 
 
JV: No, other than march in too many parades and spend every day at the State Fair, which I’ve 
never been back to since. When you spend every day at the State Fair from sunup to sundown for 
the duration of that fair, good luck—you’ll never come back. 
 
TD: So one other piece on the campaigning, and then I promise we’ll move on from there. 
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JV: It’s nothing against the fair, it’s just that it’s a long two weeks.  
 
TD: So you were very motivated by the surplus issue and how that was ... 
 
JV: Oh, and the Republicans and Democrats motivated me—they said I couldn’t win. 
 
TD: So there’s a competition ... I’m curious, though, about ... 
 
JV: And I’m a competitor—you don’t tell Jesse Ventura he can’t do something. 
 
TD: There were a whole batch of issues, though, that started to come up. So talk to us about how 
did you sort of find your own positions on a lot of the, you know, the ... 
 
JV: Whatever I feel about them. It’s simple. I’ve even changed positions. When I first ran, I ran 
under the premise that the definition of marriage was between a man and a woman. I’ve 
completely changed now. I was one of the people who spearheaded gay marriage in Minnesota. 
Here’s one—I fought for four years, four years, to get gay couples coverage. If you worked for 
the state of Minnesota and you were a gay couple, that you could get it. Took me four years to 
get it—I got it. Guess what the first thing the Democrats bargained back to the Republicans when 
they had to negotiate over the next budget? They took away the gay benefits to all the gay people 
in state government, the thing I fought for for four years was the first thing the Democrats 
bargained back to the Republicans. That’s why I said to the gay community—why do you vote 
Democrat? You’re the first people they sell down the road to the Republicans. And they do it on 
purpose. You’re the ones they don’t care about, so they’ll sell you down the road, because the 
Republicans don’t want gay getting’ nothin’. I fought for four years for that, and that’s the first 
thing the Democrats sold to the Republicans after I left office. Wouldn’t have happened if I’d 
been in office yet. 
 
TD: So this is ... 
 
JV: So I’ve changed positions on certain issues as you get educated. You know, you can’t go 
into an office like that and think you know everything—there’s 24 departments. 
 
TD: Were there any things during the campaign that you, in talking to folks, meeting voters, that 
you either changed or evolved on, that you can remember? 
 
JV: Not particularly. I’ve always been pro-choice for women. I remember I signed one thing 
naively stating that I didn’t think a 24-hour waiting period was bad for a woman to get, but then 
later I evolved out of that position, because I realized that’s just a prank. Here’s what I offered 
the Republicans later, because they brought that up and said—well, you said you’d go for it in 
the campaign, and now you’ve changed. Yeah, I have, ‘cause I got more educated on it, and 
realized that all it is is a tactic. I said—I’ll go for the 24-hour waiting period for abortion if you’ll 
make it that on every elective surgery, that everything ... so if you go in to get a vasectomy you 
have to wait 24 hours and get all the information. If you go in to get liposuction you have to wait 
24 hours. These are all elective surgeries. The Republicans—you can’t do that! I said—well, 
then, how can you do that on a woman’s right to an abortion. Oh, this one you can, but these you 
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can’t. That’s infringing upon people’s rights here, but it’s not here. So there. I realized then that 
the 24-hour waiting period, we re-named it in my office. We re-named it the “Women Are Stupid 
Bill.” So think about it. A woman that goes in, if she’s going to get an abortion, you think she 
hasn’t agonized over it? And yet they’re treating women like—oh, I just popped in off the street, 
and, gee, I’d better think about this for another 24 hours. So it’s the “Women Are Stupid Bill,” 
insinuating women are stupid and that they need 24 hours of instruction before they make this 
lifetime decision, or a life decision. They’ve already thought about it if they’ve walked into 
there. They’ve already agonized over it, if they’ve gone in there. They don’t need the 
government telling them they have to agonize another 24 over something that’s legal. 
 
TD: Could you tell us a little bit more about election night and kind of how and where, where 
were you? 
 
JV: We were out at Canterbury, which I thought was very appropriate. It’s where long shots will 
come in occasionally, right? You can go out there and bet on the worst horse, and the worst horse 
might win. And so I thought that’s a great place to hold it, you know, Canterbury, and they were 
very terrific to us. Ah, the night of the election was exciting, because as I, at five percent of the 
vote or whatever it is, it was right in the order they predicted—Humphrey, Coleman, Ventura. 
No, at two percent. Then at five percent, I took the lead, or I got second or something. And then I 
took the lead and never relinquished it the rest of the night. I’ll always remember the biggest lead 
I had, I had 38-31-31 at one point in the night. And then as the night went on, I had gone out 
twice to the crowd, and I said I’m not going out again until this is over. And when they declared 
me the winner, there was still 40 percent of the vote to count. And I’ll never forget, they wanted 
me to go out in front of the crowd; they were chanting and all that; I had been declared the 
winner. And I turned to Bill Hillsman, I said—I’m not going out there. I said—40 percent of the 
vote hasn’t been counted. I said—this is ridiculous; what if I don’t win? How idiotic will I look? 
Bill Hillsman, I’ll never forget, calmly looked at me and said—Jesse, you’re the governor. He 
said—they haven’t been wrong in 50 years, since Dewey-Truman. Which was 50 years to the 
date, I think, 1948 to ’98, so it was 50. He said—they haven’t been wrong; you are the governor, 
and they’re not wrong. I waited until, I wouldn’t go out until Coleman and Humphrey both called 
me, and when they conceded to me, then I went out. 
 
TD: What were those calls like? 
 
JV: Very good. They were very professional. They congratulated me. I have no qualms against 
either candidate. In fact, I greatly respect Skip Humphrey; we disagreed on a lot of issues. But, 
no, they were fine. I think they were in shock. 
 
TD: Were you in shock at all? 
 
JV: Nah, just excited. The truth ... it had come true. You know how we knew that we were going 
to win that day? Here was the capper: word came to us early in the night that, you know, we have 
same-day registration here in Minnesota, so you can register and vote, right there. Word came in 
to us that the lines to register were longer than the lines to vote. That’s when I turned to my 
people and said—we’re going to win, because people ain’t coming out to register new to vote for 
the Democrats and Republicans. They’re coming out because someone has inspired them to 
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come out. And to show the statistic-wise, OK, it was a non-presidential that year. Minnesota 
always leads in voter turnout, us and Maine. We battle Maine every year for who has the 
percentage of most turnout. Truly, this is pathetic. But they were predicting a 50 percent voter 
turnout, because it was non-presidential. Now isn’t it pathetic that only one out of two of us 
vote? It’s pathetic, and that wins the country. That’s the highest voter turnout in the country. You 
shake your head in shame over that. But here’s what happened. I was polling 27 percent going 
into the election, right? They predicted a 50 percent voter turnout; it ended up 60. Ten percent 
came out that they didn’t think would, and I went from 27 to 37. Those ten percent were all in 
my column. And that took me over the top, because there were ten percent more who voted than 
what the experts predicted. And that took me from 27 percent to the winning 37, because it 
ended up I had 37, Coleman had 34, Humphrey had 28. And the big mistake was made—and 
then we’ll get on the governing—the big mistake was made when the primaries were over and it 
got to Humphrey and Coleman, their two big boys, and all the other ... Mike Freeman was gone, 
and all the others were gone. The Democrats came out, and they did it with the intention of 
looking good, and they did it because they thought it would win the election for them. Because I 
was fiscally conservative. Like Coleman, a Republican, I’m fiscally conservative, but I’m 
socially liberal. So that’s why I can’t fit in either party. I’m a Republican when it comes to 
money; I’m a Democrat when it comes to social issues. That’s what makes us ... we can’t fit in, 
which most people are. You’ll find that out; most people fit in that category, and are made to 
choose “the lesser of two evils,” and as Jerry Garcia, The Grateful Dead, said—if you’re made to 
pick the lesser of two evils, it means you’re still picking evil. [Chuckles] 
 
NY: I was going to say after ... 
 
JV: Well, no, so getting back to where I was heading on this, let’s see now ... gall dang it, I lost 
my train of thought. Go ahead. 
 
NY: Oh, I was going to say, after the election night kind of sunk in, what was the first thing you 
did, or you had to start thinking about the transition? 
 
JV: You know, going back to the election night again, and winning that night, the registration 
did it, the young people did it, and, oh, I know what I was getting to—the Democrats. The 
Democrats came out at the primary and tried to look good and said they wouldn’t debate unless I 
was included; I’d earned the right. Well, they weren’t doing that to do the right thing; they were 
doing it because they thought I’d siphon off Coleman votes. Turned out the opposite. Coleman 
stayed right at the same number through the whole thing. Humphrey was at 44-46; I was at 10. 
Humphrey fell all the way to 28; I went all the way to 37, and Coleman stayed the same. The 
hardcore Republicans stayed at 32 percent. I took all the Democratic votes, basically, and shot up 
to 37, and Humphrey fell to third. They did that, and it was their biggest mistake, allowing me in 
the debates. Why do you think presidentially now they won’t allow a third party in the debates? 
You think they didn’t learn from Minnesota? You think they didn’t learn if the third party is 
allowed to debate they can win? 
 
TD: Do you have a theory why you ... did that happen that way? Because you could make a case; 
as you said, you’re fiscally conservative; maybe you would have siphoned some votes from 
Coleman as well. Why do you think more of it came from Humphrey? 



11 
 

 
JV: I have no idea. I have no idea. Maybe people were more in tune to the social issues. You’d 
have to ask the voters that, not me. 
 
TD: Fair enough. 
 
JV: That is a question that I would love to be able to answer for you, but I would be unfair in 
trying to, because I don’t know why. But that’s the way it came out of the ... I only know how it 
came through the wash, and what happened. The Dems made the fatal mistake, even though they 
were doing it for “the right reasons.” They weren’t, but they thought they were, and they let me 
in the debates, and that was the fatal ... I sat back in the corner that day like a Cheshire cat, and I 
said—you have no idea what you just did, because I knew I could out-debate both of them. I 
know if I’d been in the presidential debates this year, I’d have out-debated both of them. 
President Trump knows this, because he’s worked in wrestling before, and he’d know he could 
never out-talk a wrestler. He knows it. So that’s why I would be his biggest fear. I can out-do 
him any day of the week. In fact, he came to visit me when the election was over. 
 
TD: Oh, really. 
 
JV: He copied me in this election; they used our playbook, and I’ll show you where. All the time 
Hillary Clinton was running, she was doing what? Fundraising. Going out and getting money, 
because they believed money wins elections. The Trump people were like us. What was Donald 
Trump doing? He wasn’t raising money, he was doing rallies, just like Jesse Ventura was doing 
at the college campuses. He was rallying 10,000 people in a hangar out here at the airport. He 
was doing rallies. Well I got news for you—if someone shows up at a rally, they’re voting for 
you. 
 
NY: Right. 
 
JV: If they show up to see you, they’re voting for you. So when I went on college campuses, and 
thousands of kids came out, they’re voting. And see, that’s where Trump learned from me—
screw the fundraising; go out to the people! Go out and do rallies, not fundraising. And that’s 
where Hillary got nailed. Everyone’s—oh, Hillary only cares about money. She’s just out there 
raising money—millions and billions and millions, where Trump’s out going to the people. He’s 
out doing rallies, and he’s out doing this and that. That was copied right from my campaign. 
They used our playbook. 
 
NY: After election night, the next day, you’ve got to start thinking about kind of positioning 
yourself towards governing. Who did you call first, or what did you, what was your priority? 
 
JV: No, I didn’t call anyone. The only time it really set in for me, the next day, of course, I had 
to get up very, very early and do national interviews, because it was the national story of the 
year, that year, I think. But when it really set in was when they brought me to the Capitol and I 
went in and met with Governor Carlson the next day.  
 
TD: That was the next day? 
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JV: Yeah, ‘cause the winner comes over and meets with the current governor. 
 
TD: What was that conversation like? What did you all talk about?  
 
JV: He warned me about the media, you know, how brutal they would be. I, I guess, made him 
uncomfortable, because I said he was responsible for me running, and not in the way you think. 
Governor Carlson honored me when I was a mayor, during his state of the state address, because 
I became mayor of Brooklyn Park, and I’d dropped crime substantially in Brooklyn Park. I forget 
how ... huge. So he brought me over and acknowledged me as mayor. Well, then, they had a 
reception at the governor’s residence later that day—this is early ‘90s—and I was there and he 
came up to me and he asked what’s your political future. I said—well, probably do one term and 
go back to the private sector. And he looked at me and says—oh, don’t do that. The public sector 
needs you. So he really, Governor Carlson convinced me to stay in the public sector when I did 
come back in. So I made him aware of what he had told me, and he didn’t look too happy about 
it. [Both chuckle] I guess because, you know, he’s a Republican, and he had supported Norm 
Coleman very heavily. But I gave him credit. I said—Governor, you’re responsible for me being 
here. Because, I said—you were the one that motivated me to continue in the public sector. 
 
TD: So, following up, it’s a big leap from campaigning to running a state government and 
whatnot. How did you set yourself up to do that successfully? 
 
JV: Well, the first thing you did is you gotta find a chief of staff, and I found one.  
 
TD: And was this ... we did talk to Tim Penny, getting ready for this. You had some conversa ... 
and that connected you. Can you talk us through [Unclear]? 
 
JV: Well, Tim Penny—the late Shirley Chase, my wife’s best friend—unfortunately she passed 
from breast cancer—big loss. We met in my house, and it was funny, because all the key people 
were there, and we sat around in my kitchen the day, you know, and then we all looked at each 
other and oh, boy, what the hell do we do now? Because we hadn’t even thought about it, 
because it doesn’t do you any good to think about governing. You got to win the election or 
you’re going back to your old job. So we just focused on winning. Now we had won, and we had 
actually not done one bit of focusing on what happens when we win. Because we all felt that, of 
course, winning you gotta do. If I’d have lost, I’d have been back at talk radio. 
 
TD: So then what did you do? 
 
JV: Well, we sat around. I remember Shirley, as we started to organize, Shirley went—boy, this 
is even too big for me. And she picked up the phone and knew Tim Penny. She called Tim, and 
Tim’s a moderate Democrat, clear-headed guy. Doesn’t abide by the two parties that much. She 
got Tim on the phone, and Tim said there’s only one man I know who can come in and take care 
of this. His name is Steven Bosacker. He’s currently the chief of staff for the regents at the 
University of Minnesota. So he gave us Steve’s number. We put in a call to Steve. Steve came 
and met with me a couple days later at my house. When I was talking with him he informed me 
that back in the ‘80s he, likewise, had voted for John Anderson for president. So that scored with 
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me. I thought now I have a chief of staff who’s a third party guy. He would vote for a third 
candidate. That’s who I need. I need somebody who won’t be inside the box. Somebody who can 
handle me. So Steve and I agreed that he would handle the transition of the chief of staff, and if 
transition went good, that he would stay on and become my chief of staff, and all those things 
happened. And to give you an example on how dedicated Steve Bosacker was, when we were 
doing transition, we were in the basement of the Capitol till the governor moves out, right? 
We’re down in the basement, and it was a Sunday, probably a month before we were going to 
take over, and something ... I thought of whatever the issue was, and I wanted to make sure Steve 
heard about it, and I didn’t want to forget it, so I called his number at the Capitol to leave it on 
his voice mail for Monday morning, so that I wouldn’t forget, and he’d know what I wanted to 
ask him about. And I called, and on one or two rings, he picked up the  phone; he was there. And 
this was Sunday morning. And I said—Steve,  you’re at the Capitol right now? Yeah. And this 
was early morning. I said—what are you doing there. He said—oh, I had some work to do, and 
that work didn’t require being interrupted, so I felt that Sunday morning would be the best time 
to come over here and be able to concentrate without any interruption, blah, blah, blah, blah, 
blah, blah. And right there I was sold. I said—here’s a man, he’s working Sunday morning on his 
own. So Steve Bosacker became my right arm. 
 
TD: One of the things almost everybody that we talked to getting ready for this said, and all the 
stuff that we read said, you were great at finding good folks across ideologies to come and work 
in the administration. So I’m wondering how did you do that? What was your philosophy or 
method? 
 
JV: I don’t know if I was great at it. I think it was more the people came forward. There were a 
lot of people that wanted to see me succeed, and I’ll never forget Jerry Carlson, just retired from 
Ecolab. This guy’s got money; he didn’t need money. This guy lives on Lake Minnetonka, 
retired. He came in, sat down, and said—I want to run your economic development. And he 
said—it’s time for me to give back. See, salary didn’t mean nothing to Jerry. He was working for 
an allowance. You can imagine the money he made at Ecolab, and then he comes and works for 
me for $110,000 a year, or whatever we give a commissioner. I don’t remember what it was—
$120, whatever we pay them. And so I had people like that come out of the woodwork. People 
who came forward and said—I’m going to step forward; I want to make sure Jesse Ventura’s 
successful. And for me it was just a matter of meeting with candidates, and I don’t have an ego. 
You have 24 different departments over there. How am I supposed to know about all 24 of them? 
Anyone that tells you they do is a liar. How could you? So I tried to hire people who were 
experts in the field, and then my management style is get out of their way. Let them do their 
job—if they shine, you shine. If they don’t shine, fire ‘em. Simple. You get the job, I get out of 
your way. Come to me and tell me what you want to do. If I think it sounds good, I’ll give you 
the go ahead, and do it. Ironically, we ended up with eight Republicans, eight Democrats, and 
eight Independents, out of the 24 commissioners. And all I asked of the Dems and Repubs was 
leave your politics at home. When you come here you work for me and I require your loyalty, 
and if I don’t get it, you’re gone. Simple. I think they did a pretty good job of leaving their 
loyalties at home, because I don’t think I was betrayed much. To my knowledge, anyway. 
 
TD: How did you pick ... I mean, these folks came out of the woodwork, but I’m sure you 
[Unclear]? 
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JV: Bosacker set up a thing where I’d do interviews every day. 
 
TD: What were you looking for? 
 
JV: I don’t know. I can’t tell you that. Just that when ... the right person, you’ll know. 
 
NY: Was there anyone you were unsure of in the beginning and that kind of impressed you, or 
surprised you? 
 
JV: Oh, I was unsure of a few things. I picked Al Horner to run the DNR, and I found out the 
DNR was a group of good ol’ boys, and they had their own wishes of who they wanted to run, 
and so they railroaded Al. They found out that he had gotten a couple of fishing tickets or some 
BS like that early in his life, and they raised it and all this, and I found out that the DNR was 
corrupt as hell when I was in there. That’s why I went out when Horner wouldn’t do it, then I 
told him—you don’t need to take this; move on. And I went out and got a guy who finished 
second, who almost was my head of public safety, and that’s Al Garber, who headed the Jacob 
Wetterling investigation. And I came to Al and said—Al, I need you. I didn’t make you head of 
public safety, but I’m going to make you head of the DNR. Instead of protecting people, you’re 
going to protect wildlife now. Same job. Just switch from people to wildlife and fish. And Al did 
a hell of a job for me, because that’s how he took it. Instead of protecting people, he’s now 
protecting fish and animals. Same thing, really. [Chuckles] Well, it’s the same motivation. Al did 
a great job, so he waited in the wings for me. No, I don’t second guess my commissioners. I 
thought they all did good, admirable jobs. If they wouldn’t have, I’d have fired them, and I 
admire them today. I had the best ... I stole Pam Wheelock from Norm Coleman, and Norm gave 
me the blessing, because he knew how talented Pam was. I told Pam if I ever run for president, I 
want you to head the entire finance of the country. She looked at me—I’ll never forget—she 
said—Governor, I don’t know if I’m qualified to do that. Do you know what I said to her? I 
said—Pam, you’re certainly qualified. All you’re doing is changing the decimal point. 
 
TD: [Chuckles] 
 
JV: I said it’s the same, damn thing—you’re just dealing in trillions instead of billions. She 
looked at me and said—you’re right, I’ll do it. I said—it’s that simple; it’s the same 
philosophies, only you’re dealing with a different decimal point—it’s moved over one or two. 
[Chuckles] 
 
TD: I’m trying to get at ... you ran a lot of these meetings with these commissioners and these 
experts and folks and a lot of people ... 
 
JV: I used to meet once a month with all my commissioners, without fail. 
 
TD: So this is actually ... you brought up Donald Trump and whatnot. This is one place people 
point to you being very different than him in that you were, according to everyone we’ve talked 
to, willing to come into a meeting and ask really good questions. And one commissioner even 
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told us you said at some point—there are no dumb questions. I want to be able to ask these 
different things. So talk to us about how you structured those conversations.  
 
JV: Well, the simple premise of “there are no dumb questions,” comes from my navy career. 
When I went through BUDS, Basic Underwater Demolition Seal training, in the second phase 
you have land warfare and demolition, and my second phase instructor was Chief Warrant 
Officer Bill Casey. And Bill Casey pounded into us—there is no dumb question when it comes 
to demolition. If you don’t know it, ask. Because if you don’t,  you’re not only going to kill 
yourself, you’re going to blow up four people with you. Follow me? Follow why there is no 
dumb question? And I’ve lived my life—Bill Casey imprinted that into my brain. There is ... if 
you don’t know it, it’s not a dumb question, is it, to you? If you don’t know the answer to the 
question ain’t dumb, right? Simple! That’s why I told all my commissioners there is no dumb 
question. If you don’t know, it ain’t dumb. Simple. And that’s how I operated, and they’re 
experts in their fields. Why wouldn’t I go to them? I don’t sit out there and claim to know. I 
mean, the health—thank goodness Jan Malcolm. She talked to me about healthcare; I’d be lost in 
ten minutes, and she had a great way of explaining it to where I’d get it. 
 
NY: I was going to ask, did a lot of these meetings ... 
 
JV: Jan Malcolm was phenomenal—have you talked to her? 
 
NY: No, we didn’t end up talking to her. 
 
JV: OK, well—phenomenal. She headed my entire Minnesota health. 
 
NY: But did these conversations that you’d have with your policy experts, did they end up kind 
of changing your mind on issues, or ...? 
 
JV: Not necessarily. They didn’t require mind-changing. It was called governing. It was called 
implementing and making things happen in different departments. It’s also a management style. 
My style is you hire the best people, put them in charge, and let them do their job. If they fail to 
do their job, fire ‘em. If they do their job, you shine. Who do you think’s going to get credit? The 
Governor. So the better my commissioners are, the better I am. It ain’t rocket science here. 
 
TD: In terms of coming in and governing, as you said, you come in and you have this huge list 
of things you could work on. When you came in, what were the like handful of things that you 
were like—I really want to make sure that we focus and prioritize on these things. 
 
JV: Well, I probably evolved as I went along. I don’t think I came in realizing, well, I’m going 
to put in the light rail.  
 
TD: That wasn’t something you necessarily came in at first—when did you come around to that? 
 
JV: When I saw the money had already been appropriated for it, and when I went out to Denver 
and saw theirs. And I was smart enough to realize if you’re going to be a major metropolis and 
compete in the world, Minneapolis-Saint Paul is woefully behind on mass transit. It’s 
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embarrassing. Where would Chicago be without their rails? Where would New York be without 
the subways—dead in the water. So if you don’t have mass transit to move massive amounts of 
people in the job force, you’re out of luck. And I went to Denver and saw how Denver was so in 
front of us. They already had four or five rail lines. They had eliminated busses in Downtown 
Denver. Imagine how nice that would be—no busses in Minneapolis and Saint Paul downtown? 
How traffic would move? Why? Because the bus is all connected with the rail system like a 
wagon wheel, and the rail brought all the people in. Busses didn’t. Busses took them home after 
they rode the rail out to wherever they lived, then they’d ride the bus home. And one of them 
went right through a huge Republican district. And they said that Republicans love it. Yet here 
the Republicans gave me nothing but trouble on it. But Arne Carlson, Governor Carlson had 
appointed the first $40 million—already there. I just put in the next $60, and the feds put in the 
rest. And here’s where they blew it lately: the Eden Prairie line; the feds were lined up to give 
them the money ... 
 
TD: This is Southwest Light Rail. 
 
JV: Yeah. And they didn’t take it. They are fools. Because anytime the government, the feds 
offer you money, take it and do it, because if you don’t, the money’s going to another state and 
you’re out of luck. Simple. We lost that money. We’ll lose that money now. We probably won’t 
get it back. Isn’t that wonderful thinking on the part of those Republicans. Oh, give it back to the 
feds so they can spend it in Memphis, so they can spend it in Albuquerque, or they can spend it 
somewhere else, because we wouldn’t take it. 
 
TD: Were there other things in that first few months that you came to think—these are my 
priorities? 
 
JV: No. I just came as it went along. Well, my first priority was to give budget surpluses back—
we did that. And then—here’s the knuckleheads you got over there—the Republicans fought me 
on it, wanting it to be an income tax rebate. And I looked at them and said—what’s the matter 
with you? If we do it as an income tax rebate, the Republican way, a third of our money will 
have to go to the feds, because you’ll have to declare it. It’s an income you’ll have to declare. If 
we do it as a sales tax rebate, you can’t declare sales tax paid, so they can’t tax you for it. That 
way the checks come to the people, the people can spend it. Duh. Guess what happens to the 
economy then? [Wheeet] See, people are so fearful of spending they don’t realize that spending 
is the gasoline that runs the economic engine. If they're not spending, the engine don’t run, and 
those checks that I sent home—do you think people banked them? No—they went out and 
bought things. I’ll give you two great examples. I had a friend of mine come up to me and say his 
buddy at work said—thanks, Governor, for the rebate check. I said—really, what did he buy? He 
said—tell the governor thanks; I went out and bought a pallet of beer; I’m good for the summer. 
He went to the liquor store with his check and a pallet’s where they’ve got to stick the forklift, 
and that’s what he bought, and had it delivered to his garage, so he said—tell the governor he 
bought me my beer for the whole summer. Now what does that do for the economy? I had 
another old woman needed a new lawnmower. She took her rebate check and bought it, named 
her lawnmower Jesse. And when she passed away a couple years ago, I went to her funeral, and 
her son was there, astounded I would show up. He said—what are you doing here? I said—how 
could I miss the funeral of a woman who would name her lawnmower after me? I can’t not show 
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up to bid her farewell, and her son was totally touched that I would come down there. But she 
was an old Slovak woman who happened to know my father, years and years ago. And I felt it 
was the right thing to do. But she named her lawnmower Jesse, because I bought it for her. She 
got the check, she needed a lawnmower, and she went down and bought it. And so I had to fight 
the Republicans to make it a sales tax—see how dumb they are, all these elected officials, at 
times? Why would you do that? Why would we give a third of our money to the federal 
government, they didn’t earn it? 
 
TD: I want to ask more about you working with the legislature, but first I just want to ... one 
thing you said while you were running—I want to be the governor that destroys the property tax 
system as we know it. So the taxes, we talked a little bit about that sales tax ... 
 
JV: What we did was we revamped the whole property tax system to where the state took over 
the per-pupil. So the state fully pays for all of the education per-pupil of the kids, and what I did 
there, that means if anything on your property taxes goes to the schools, it’s ‘cause you voted for 
it. It had to be a vote of you, the citizens, to say OK, put this on my property tax; we’ll pay for it. 
But up till then, it wasn’t quite like that. 
 
TD: Do you remember where that idea came from?  
 
JV: No. 
 
TD: Was that ... 
 
JV: I think it was my idea because, probably, I don’t know. However the idea got there, it was a 
good one. And to me the state should cover the per-pupil. That way the state is being fair handed 
to every school district in the state. We’re paying for every student that goes to school. If there’s 
additional money it’s because the people of that district voted for it. And that’s their call. So if 
they gripe about high taxes, they can’t gripe, because they voted for it. 
 
NY: Right. 
 
JV: If it went up because of the schools, they voted for it. So that’s what I wanted to change in 
the property tax system was to make it to where the people would have a say-so in their taxation.  
 
NY: I was going to say I think one of your other major issues was the unicameral legislature. 
 
JV: That’s the one I failed on. 
 
NY: What was the impetus behind that? What did you ... 
 
JV: Because it’s a better system. It’s accountable. It would get rid of 67—do you realize we 
have more elected state representatives than California? Boy, we really believe in democracy 
here in Minnesota. That’s what I used to say. We have more elected people than California. 
Now, excuse me—California’s over 30 million. We’re about three-to-four. It also violates the 
constitution. 
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TD: The Minnesota constitution or the ...? 
 
JV: All constitutions, state—one person, one vote. You get one person, two votes. You got a rep 
and a senator. That’s one person two votes. Am I correct? 
 
TD: And so ... 
 
JV: Wait a minute—am I correct? That’s one person, two votes. You have a rep voting for you, 
and you have a senator voting for you. That’s one person, two votes. That’s how come I got the 
Minneapolis guy with me. I forget his name now; he was a constitutional scholar down there in 
Minneapolis, older guy, gay man. I forget his name now—good guy. He jumped on board with 
me, because he’s a constitutional scholar. And the other reason is Nebraska. 
 
NY: I was going to say I think that was the only other state ... 
 
JV: Nebraska has unicameral for a hundred years—do you know they’ve never had to call a 
special session because they couldn’t reach a budget conclusion? How many do we call—every 
time. We have a special session now every session, and it’s because it’s bicameral. I wanted the 
people to get educated. An education would take place on unicameral and bicameral, and allow 
the people to choose what they want their government to be. I couldn’t even get a person to read 
it on the floor. 
 
NY: Do you find it’s harder, once you give people more access. I mean, you have whatever 
population, a couple thousand per senator or representative—do you find it’s harder to take that 
away than give it to people? 
 
JV: I don’t know. But it’s the right thing to do. Unicameral is much more efficient and it’s 
accountable. OK, right now you have two houses. They can take fraudulent votes. If you’re in 
one house and you know your buddy in the other house is going to kill the thing in committee, 
well then you can vote for it, knowing full well it will get killed on the other side. See, it creates 
fraud, where in unicameral you still have committees, but any amendment to a bill has to go out 
to the full body to be put on the bill. So that’s accountability; everybody has to vote for it, it can’t 
be done in hidden committees like that. That’s the one thing, the only thing that made me seek, 
that I would have sought a second term on, because it would have required me another four years 
to fight. All I wanted was to get it on the ballot so people could have a vote on it and choose 
what their government could be. The other one that I couldn’t get one person to carry the bill—I 
had financing for your ... two things—I had financing for all your sports stadiums and they 
wouldn’t cost you a dime. I couldn’t get one legislator to even carry the bill. 
 
TD: Can you talk us through what that bill would have been? 
 
JV: It’s a simple bill, simple. Legalize sports betting. I brought law enforcement in, sat them 
down. Top guys in Minnesota. I said, they tell me sports betting is a $2 billion a year industry in 
this state. Every bar’s got it, illegal sports betting, books, on the games. Bring it above board, 
make it legal. License bookies. We can collect taxes from them, then. They can write on a tax 
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return—bookie—and we get money. They play their part, then; instead of being illegal, let’s 
make them legal. OK, here’s the deal law enforcement told me. $2 billion a year? They said, 
Governor, you’re light—it’s closer to $3. So that means if we opened up a sports book at Mall of 
America, Duluth, and all different cities, and charged what a bookie charges, ten percent, the 
state government would make $300 million new dollars every year. That new Viking Stadium 
would have been paid for in four years, and you wouldn’t have paid a cent; it would have been 
on the backs of the gamblers. The very people who are gambling on sports would have paid for 
your stadiums. I couldn’t get one legislator to even carry the bill. 
 
TD: Do you have an idea what was the opposition? 
 
JV: Who knows? ‘Cause it was the right thing to do? Could that be it? I would have gotten 
credit? That could be it. In politics you don’t know why they don’t do things. Generally it’s all 
political. They can’t make me too successful. If I’m too successful, that means there’ll be more 
of me. They have to tear me down. Just like they did ... you notice I don’t show up for anything.  
 
TD: [Unclear] 
 
JV: No, no, no—when they invite me to things today, you notice I don’t show up, official things. 
There’s a reason—because I won’t allow them to, to—what’s the term?—dis me, disrespect me, 
because they’ve already done it twice. I’ll give you the examples. I put in the light rail. If it 
weren’t for me, there would be no light rail. That’s not arguable. All right. The rail got put in 
after I left office; it was completed, right? The two very people that opposed it the most was 
Pawlenty and Molnau. They were out there to dedicate the light rail, which they opposed. But 
you know what I got? I got a form letter inviting me to the dedication with one ticket to ride it. 
Not even my wife got a ticket. I didn’t show up, because I won’t let them disrespect me. When 
President Fox came here, he came here because I went to Mexico and he and I established that 
trade thing in Saint Paul. I invited him to Minnesota. By the time he came I was out of office. He 
came—do you know what I got? I got an invite to sit in the audience, not even up on the stage. I 
didn’t go. Notice how I’m disrespected by the two parties? Notice how they try to, even today, 
do anything they can to destroy anything I did? Notice how much you’re paying for your license 
tabs now, because they got rid of mine, a flat rate. If they needed more money, why didn’t they 
just raise the flat rate? It was at $99. If they needed more money, raise it 20 bucks to $119. 
Instead they went back to a six-year sales tax based upon the price of your car, which 
motorcycles don’t do that. Motorcycles it’s a flat rate. Boats it’s a flat rate. But with cars, it’s a 
six-year sales tax. You paid sales tax when you bought it, and now for six years you’re going to 
pay sales tax to the state. 
 
TD: I want to run something ... 
 
JV: All on the basis of how expensive your car is, which the more expensive the car, the better 
the car is for the environment. So in other words, you’re rewarding people who are driving oil 
burning junkers, and you’re penalizing people who are buying good, proficient, new electric cars 
that don’t pollute. See how stupid government can be? [Laughs] 
 
TD: I want to run something by you in this whole vein, because I think this ... 
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JV: You see why I get out of it? And I’ll give you this quote now so you get it, so we don’t 
forget it. Many people ask me why I didn’t seek re-election, and I told them—if you spend four 
years with the Democrats and Republicans, the best way I can describe it is this—you feel like 
you need a shower. Can I be any more explicit than that? 
 
TD: Well, you’re very creative. 
 
JV: I spent four years with the Democrats and Republicans, you feel like you need a shower. It’s 
like a job—we’ve all had them—have you had a job where you went out and got filthy dirty. I 
used to run the jack hammer [ba-ba-ba] for the highway department before I went in the navy. 
I’d get cement dust in my hair—God, I’d be filthy at the end of the day, running the jack 
hammer. Well, what do you feel like? The first thing you feel like before you even eat dinner you 
take a shower. I need a shower. Well, four years with the Democrats and Republicans—same 
feeling, same feeling. 
 
TD: So I want to run one thing—that came up in a lot of the folks we talked to, but they also said 
at the beginning, when you first were elected, there was all this uncertainty, and you had this 
situation where you had a DFL-controlled Senate, and a Republican-controlled House, and so 
you actually had opportunity, then to—I don’t know if you want to frame it play them off each 
other? 
 
JV: Oh, absolutely. The way it worked for the first three years was generally, generally, 
whichever one I sided with prevailed, two-to-one.  
 
TD: So talk to us about ... 
 
JV: It went great. 
 
TD: How did you approach that, thinking about how you... 
 
JV: I approached it—simple—where do I stand on the issue? I didn’t approach it—am I siding 
with the Democrats, am I siding with the Republicans?—no. And if it happened to be the 
Democratic side, I was with them. If it happened to be the Republican side, I was with them. If it 
happened to be sports betting, I was alone. If it happened to be unicameral, I was alone, see? But 
I didn’t sit and say—oh, I’ll side with the Democrats, I just took my position, and whatever my 
position, if it aligned with one of theirs, great. Then that went great until the last year, then the 
last year they got in bed together. And that’s when, I love to say, I became the most powerful 
man in America.  
 
TD: So what led to the ... 
 
JV: Shouldn’t you ask the question—how did you become the most powerful man in America? 
 
TD: I was hoping you would say. 
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JV: Simple—name me anyone else that can get the Republicans in bed with the Democrats to 
oppose you, huh? Where they jumped right into bed, vetoed my budget, then I vetoed theirs 
twice, and they overrode my veto, and then Lori Sturtevant writes in her news article that I left 
the state with a huge deficit, this one-time governor along with Al Quie—she made us examples 
of one-time governors who left the state, leaving the state in dire financial straits. What she lied 
about was that, no, that wasn’t my budget. That was the Democrat and Republican budget that 
they overrode my vetoes and they took ownership. See? It’s convenient for her; she wasn’t going 
to assign ownership to her friend Roger Moe, you know, and that’s who took ownership of the 
last budget. That was one of the big reasons I didn’t seek re-election. I didn’t want to operate on 
their fiscally horrible budget, which you ended up with a $5 billion shortfall, didn’t you. If 
they’d have taken my budget, that wouldn’t have happened. 
 
NY: Yeah. 
 
JV: What they did, they relied on the strong economy; they rolled the dice. The Dems and 
Repubs took the Minnesota economy and put you in a crap game. No, they rolled the dice with 
their budget that the economy was going to stay strong. They would have survived then, but what 
happened? The economy went the other way. It went down the tubes. You ended up with a $5 
billion deficit they had to deal with, and it was all their making, even though the media probably 
didn’t tell you that. They probably didn’t re-emphasize this was not Governor Ventura’s budget, 
this was the Democrat and Republican budget his last year in office. That’s one of the big 
reasons I didn’t run, because I was not going to operate under their budget.  
 
TD: You’ve talked a lot about a lot of the dirty politics. Was there anyone in the legislature, 
Democrat or Republican, who you did like, who you did trust, who you found good to work 
with?  
 
JV: The only one was the one they kicked out. And I made him a minority leader. What’s his 
name, from up north. Crazy old guy, I liked him. 
 
TD: That doesn’t narrow it down, necessarily. 
 
NY: [Unclear] 
 
JV: His son got in that trouble, shot the girl. ‘Cause I kept touch with his son in prison and kept 
writing him letters of encouragement. 
 
NY: Is he no longer in the legislature? 
 
JV: Oh, not now—he’s probably not even alive now; I don’t know if he is or not. He was a ... 
 
NY: I’ll look it up. 
 
JV: You look it up. Because he got kicked out of the Republicans, and so he joined the Reform 
Party, so he was my only elected guy. And so I stuck it to them. Because he was our only elected 
Reform Party guy, they had demoted him to an office, horrible, right? And I said—wait a 
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minute; give him a big office, because, I said, he’s a Senate minority leader. He’s the minority 
leader of the Reform Party. 
 
TD: Doug Reuter? 
 
JV: No. I’ll know his name ... 
 
TD: Mark Olson? 
 
JV: No. He’s an old guy. 
 
TD: OK, we’ll keep ... 
 
JV: He was big in the DNR; he got that DNR bill where we send money to save the animals out 
of the lotto. He was the one that spearheaded that, where they took money out of the lottery to 
help the DNR. He was a big hunter-fisherman up north. I can’t remember his name now, but he 
was really my own ally, and I’d bring him in on purpose as a minority leader to all of the big 
meetings, just to irritate the Republicans, that he could sit in there now, because he was my one 
Reform Party minority leader in the Senate, and they had to give him that title, because I 
demanded it. I said he’s the only Reform Party guy in the Senate; that makes him a minority 
leader for a major party. 
 
NY: I wanted to move back to Lori Sturtevant and basically the media in general. So, kind of 
over your time as governor, when did your relationship become so acrimonious? 
 
JV: With the media? 
 
NY: Yeah. 
 
JV: Probably on both parts. I just got so tired of ... you see the media bias, and you see that the 
media has favorites, whether they’re a Democratic media or Republican media, or whatever they 
are, and they write accordingly. And they’re not fair, they’re all opinionated, and they all carry 
political agendas. 
 
NY: But had it changed, your relationship with them over the course of your four years? 
 
JV: Probably not—I don’t know. I used to have fun at their expense, and I’d do it to them on 
purpose. 
 
NY: I did come across an April Fool’s Day prank you pulled, I think in 2001 or something like 
that. 
 
JV: Yeah. I thought it was hilarious. 
 
NY: Did that happen that often? Did you have a relationship with the press that you could do 
that? I know ... OK. 
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JV: [Unclear] I did the thing with the Dalai Lama. 
 
NY: Can you say more about that? 
 
JV: Sure. The Dalai Lama came here because apparently we have a Tibetan population, and so 
he generally does come here when he visits the United States, I’ve learned that. And he came and 
visited with me—he wanted to meet me. And so we had the meeting in my office, and we have a 
way that we can sneak anyone out if we don’t want them dealing with the press, so we snuck the 
Dalai Lama out, and I went to meet with the press. And it coincided with my meeting a great 
deal, because before meeting the Dalai Lama—you know, what’s the point? You’re meeting, I 
mean, it’s an honor to meet him, but he’s a religious leader, you know, and this and that and 
whatever, and so you got to have fun. Why take everything overly serious? And he has a great 
sense of humor; I learned that quickly. You know, he’s a wonderful person. So it formed right in 
that I thought to myself, OK, what question could I ask the Dalai Lama that nobody’d ever asked 
him, right? That went through my mind the day before—what could I ask this man that no one 
has ever asked him. And it came to me. Everybody ... he’s expecting you to ask him what’s the 
meaning of life. 
 
NY:  [Chuckles] 
 
JV: How many times you reckon you’ve been asked that? How many? Thousands, billions?  
 
NY: Who knows. 
 
JV: So I asked him something I thought he hadn’t been asked. I asked him if he’d seen the 
movie Caddy Shack. [All chuckle] And he was puzzled and I said—so you haven’t. He said no. I 
said—well, you’re in it. And he was even more puzzled. I said—well, you’re not actually in it, 
but there’s a scene all about you. And so I was hoping that his people would be motivated, and 
that night they’d rent him Caddy Shack, and the Dalai Lama would watch Caddy Shack. 
Remember the Bill Murray part? Big hitter with his long robes, and then he’s going to stiff me, 
and hey, Lama, how about something for the effort? Well, to make the long story shorter, when 
we snuck the Dalai Lama out, I went out to meet the press, and they’re all out there, and I’ll 
never forget Eric Eskola from public TV or radio was down here; he was always at my right heel 
down here with his mic, holding it up. He’d always be in the same spot, Eric—I liked Eric. And I 
came out and the press led me in perfect. They said—well, what did the Dalai Lama say to you, 
Governor? And I looked at them with a dead, straight face, and I went—the Dalai Lama said to 
me—gunga, gunga-la-gunga, which means when I die I’ll have total consciousness, so I got that 
going for me. And I turned around and walked back in my office. The only one that laughed was 
Eskola. He knew what I was doing, he knew Caddy Shack, and he was roaring, because I gave 
the press the identical Bill Murray line.  
 
TD: You, I mean you had a ... 
 
JV: And they didn’t like that, I guess. The press doesn’t like to be made the brunt of a joke, even 
if it’s a good one. That’s why they got angry over my April Fool’s thing, when it snowed and 
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rained that day and it was horrible outside, and I called a press conference and they all came 
down, and they’re all soaking wet, and I just walked out to the mic, greeted them, and went April 
Fools, and walked back inside. [Chuckles] They didn’t take my humor well. 
 
NY: Do you feel like the DFL and the GOP were able to, like, use the media against you? 
 
JV: Sure. Well, they don’t use them against you; they have their plants in there. Dornfeld was a 
Republican in the Pioneer Press. All he did was rip me apart with the Republican agenda. The 
Star Tribune has been much more typical Democrat. Lori Sturtevant’s a Roger Moe person, and 
plus they have an agenda. They don’t want any third party to be successful. That’s the big 
agenda. See, the thing people need to realize is that they don’t govern for you; they govern for 
their parties. Their parties come first. Look at right now. Look at right now, what you have in the 
federal government. It ain’t about putting the United States first, it’s about both their political 
parties being first. That’s why they don’t get along. That’s why they can’t compromise. That’s 
why they don’t move the nation forward. Until we destroy these two political parties, we’re 
doomed. And it was predicted by John Adams and a lot of our forefathers, the creators of the 
great country. Adams stated that when the parties take over the government, that’s the end of us. 
They’ve already taken over. 
 
TD: You’d spent a career in front of cameras and in front of the media in different ways. 
 
JV: Yeah. 
 
TD: And I’m wondering how did you think about what was different in terms of the 
performance, in some ways, of being governor? 
 
JV: The big thing you have to remember—and this ended up turning into its own joke. You’re 
not allowed to tell a joke. When you’re an elected official, be assured you can’t do that.anymore. 
So what I used to do, so the media’d get it, if I told a joke, I would go—that’s a joke, joke, 
joke—three times, so that they would understand that I’m just joking on that, that it’s not for 
real, and it’s not setting policy—it’s a joke. [Chuckles] See, that’s the big thing I had to learn. 
Any other media I’ve had in my career, you can have fun with them, you can pull their legs, you 
can control the interview the way you want to control it.  
 
TD: Were you surprised ... 
 
JV: Which is what you have to do with the media—you control the interview, not them. Don’t 
ever let them control it, you control it. 
 
TD: Were you ever ... 
 
JV: Know who taught me that? Schwarzenegger. But he taught me that as a movie star, not as a 
governor, because I was governor before he was.  
 
NY: Just going back to our previous thing, was it Bob Lassert? 
 



25 
 

JV: Bob Lessard. 
 
NY: Bob Lessard 
 
JV: Bob Lessard, that’s how you say his name. Bob Lessard—there you go. Bob Lessard was 
my only Reform Party guy, and he was the Senate minority leader from the Reform Party, 
because they kicked him out of the Republicans. Or the Democrats—I can’t remember which 
one he was, but they kicked him out, and so Bob Lessard joined our party. 
 
TD: So were there particular incidents that you were surprised they had as much of an impact as 
they did in terms of the public perception? 
 
JV: Yeah, the Playboy interview.  
 
TD: So, talk to us about that, and sort of what you were thinking about going into that and what 
was surprising. 
 
JV: I was naïve, it was early, and I conducted the interview to Playboy readers. Had it stayed 
with Playboy readers, it would have been much ado about nothing. But what the media did, they 
took little quotes and took them out of context—not the whole quote just snippets—and put them 
in the front page. Well, that’s the equivalent of taking the photos in Playboy and putting them on 
the front page. You have to read the entire quote of the article to understand from whence I’m 
talking about, not take three or four words and stick it separate unto itself, and that’s what they 
did to me on that. It basically was taking Playboy and putting it mainstream article, which it 
wasn’t meant to be. And that was my fault; I should have known better. I should have known 
they would do that. Had it stayed only with Playboy, no one would have batted an eye on 
anything I said, because I conducted it that way. I thought—well, God, this is for Playboy. You 
know, Playboy is very progressive, it’s very liberal, it’s very ... they don’t get shocked too much 
over things that are said, so I naively went ahead, relaxed, and did an interview like I would as 
Jesse the movie star, rather than Jesse the governor. So it came back to bite me pretty hard. See, I 
got into on the whole campaign when I came out and talked about drug legalization and 
legalization of prostitution. The Reform Party, the head of it, said I blew the whole election. You 
know how we solved it? Dean Barkley walked in the room, plopped down, and says—well, how 
do we take this lemon and turn it into lemonade? He said—I know how to do it. We said—how, 
Dean? We’re going to come out and say you’re the only candidate that’ll talk about real 
problems. You don’t hear these other guys talking about real problems. And it worked, it 
worked. Because I came out and I said—I think prostitution, we should look at different things, 
possibly legalization of it, you know. Then these girls could have unions, they could be 
protected, they could be ... think about prostitution for a moment. The only thing that makes it 
illegal is the exchange of money. The government needs to be the pimp. That’s the only thing. 
You, as consenting adults, can go out and have all the sex you want as long as you’re consenting, 
so the only illegality of prostitution is an exchange of money. That’s why it’s illegal. The sex 
ain’t illegal. The exchange of money is. [Chuckles] 
 
TD: So getting back to that Playboy interview, that was pretty early-on. Do you feel like you had 
to play it safer after that when you were talking to the media, or self-censoring at all? 
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JV: I, I, I, not play is safer, you just have to realize you hold the office of governor, and 
therefore you cannot necessarily open up on an interview the way you’d like to if you didn’t hold 
those offices. You represent the state of Minnesota. It’s one thing you learn, that anything you 
say has a bearing on the state of Minnesota. So you may say something that you think only 
personally has a thing with you, but it could be taken differently by other people as representing 
the state and things of that nature, so you always have to be cognizant. It’s a learning thing; you 
go through, a learning curve of being cognizant enough to know, no, I can’t just speak for 
myself; I’m a representative of the state of Minnesota. So, therefore, as much as I would like to 
open up on this, I have to be a little more conservative with my answer.  
 
TD: Can I ask, you ... 
 
JV: Like I got in trouble over Columbine, because I was shepherding through conceal and carry 
at the time, and they hit me three, four times, the same question that they ... I finally made a 
mistake, and it was the truth, but I said had there been a legit conceal and carry in that school, 
lives would have been saved. Which is true. Am I right? 
 
TD: So if you’re giving advice ... 
 
JV: There’d have been ... wait, if I’m a terrorist or going to do something like that, you have to p 
... as a Navy Seal I was trained this way—you have to become them. You have to put your mind 
... what will they think? OK, if I’m a terrorist, my first target’s a school. Oh, are you kidding—
they’re unprotected! By the time protection gets there you’ve done your dirty work. School 
would be the perfect target. No guns around, no protection around, and it’ll take 15 minutes for it 
to get there. 
 
TD: If you were giving advice to ...  
 
JV: I gave them advice. I said—what you need to do is hire ... you’ve got a lot of ex-military, 
ex-cops out there, good with weapons, you hire them with a double hat. They’re Bob the janitor, 
but they carry concealed. The students don’t need to know, the teachers don’t need to know, only 
the principal needs to know that this particular janitor is a licensed ex-military, ex-cop, whatever, 
here to protect our school. Kids don’t need to know about him; he wears an ankle holster; no one 
sees it. Ta-da—and now they’re doing it. Here’s what I love—things I talked about back when I 
was governor they’re now implementing today. The very things that I was talking about 20 years 
ago. I was ahead of my curve, man. 
 
TD: [Chuckles] If we were going to be, let’s say Neal or I were going to be governor, then, and 
you were going to give us advice on actually being successful, is the advice, then, to not be 
honest, or is it to not be transparent?  
 
JV: No, the advice is be careful, because the other people are not honest, the other people are not 
transparent, and that’s the world you’re working in. Go back to what I told you about needing a 
shower. You have to work in the element you work under, and those people you have to work 
with, and they’re not out to make your governorship good for the state of Minnesota. They’re out 
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putting their parties first, and anything they can do to make you a failure with the state of 
Minnesota, they’re happy to do. 
 
TD: So I wanted to ask, ... 
 
JV: Kind of changes your perception of the elected official, doesn’t it? 
 
TD: You spent some time in the first year or two doing some bus tours and going around the 
state and visiting folks, and then we talked to a couple folks who said you stopped doing those 
later on, and I’m just wondering why. Was that tiring? Was, you know, going out and doing that 
kind of ... 
 
JV: Yeah, it’s tiring, sure. And by then I felt, my last two years, that the people didn’t need me 
as much to come out on a bus tour and be highly visible by that point in time. 
 
TD: Why not, why did you ... 
 
JV: Well I, I didn’t seek re-election, did I? 
 
TD: Yeah. But you didn’t know that at that ... 
 
JV: How do you know?  
 
TD: Well, yeah, yeah ... 
 
JV: You have no way of knowing what I decided to do and when I decided to do it. 
 
NY: Well, when did you decide that you didn’t want to run? 
 
JV: I can’t remember. 
 
NY: OK. 
 
JV: I can’t remember. Just when I officially announced it, which was on PBS that one day. 
 
NY: But you must have been thinking about it in general beforehand, right? 
 
JV: Yeah, yeah. Well, one of the prevailing was the fact when the media went after my children. 
 
TD: Can you say, I mean, ‘cause that ... you did talk about that when you talked about not 
running again, and that really ... 
 
JV: That weighed heavily on my wife, and she’s been my wife for 42 years now, so she has 
influence with me, and she did not like the fact that the media of Minnesota attacked our 
children. It’s fine to attack me on policy, but when they stoop to attacking your children. See, 
they couldn’t get to me, so they went after my kids. Because the whole story on my son was a 
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lie, and now he’s been labeled as getting in trouble. He was never charged with a crime. Excuse 
me, there’s a state trooper in the governor’s residence 24/7—how could underage drinking be 
going on? It was a lie perpetrated by ... because it was a long story. When they screwed the 
budget over and didn’t take mine the last year, well they cut the governor’s ten percent. Mary 
Kiffmeyer, the Republican secretary of state, got cut one percent, her office. I got cut ten. Well, 
rather than doing my office, I decided what’s essential, and I made the hard decision I’m going 
to shut down the governor’s residence. That’s not essential. It’s nice, but I’m not going to lose 
my people that I govern with to keep that building open, so when I made that move, the head guy 
went to the Dems and Repubs behind my back, and became their guy, and then he’s the one that 
came out with that story when they got fired, when we had to shut it down. He came out with 
that story then and said that my son was underage drinking and blah, blah, this and that, and the 
media didn’t even bother to do any investigating; they flew with it. You know the simple 
question they could have asked which would have debunked the whole thing? This guy went 
home every day at five o’clock. How would he know what went on in the governor’s residence at 
nine at night? He wasn’t there. And if he came the next day and there were empty booze there, 
how did he know I didn’t drink it? How would he assume my son did it? See, it was all a setup, 
and my son got labeled because of that, because they did a big story a few years later of 
“children who got in trouble when their parents were in office,” and they put my son in there. He 
was never charged with a thing; it was this lying guy who went out and wrote a book and needed 
stuff to put in a book, so he took the leap of blaming my son for underage drinking in the 
governor’s residence. It’s a total lie. 
 
TD: Did that surprise you that it got that personal? 
 
JV: No, because the political business is the dirtiest business there is.  
 
TD: Dirtier than wrestling? 
 
JV: Way, not even close. Not even close. I remember when Ric Flair and Gene Okerlund came 
to visit me, ‘cause Ric Flair was thinking now about running for governor of North Carolina. I 
told Ric, I said, Ric, you have to be prepared. What skeletons are in your closet? Because when 
you run for an office like this they are going to bring out every skeleton they can. And Flare 
proceeded to tell me—and don’t quote me on this, because I don’t remember the number—but he 
had some ungodly amount of speeding tickets.  
 
TD: [Chuckles] 
 
JV: I mean, like eighty, it was like eighty. And I said, Rick, you can’t run for governor! They’re 
going to bring this up, and it shows you just defy the law. You’re the head law enforcement guy 
of the state. You can’t do it, you ... 
 
NY: Do you think that culture of, you know, just like being too nosey, I guess, keeps good 
people out of being public servants? 
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JV: Sure, sure. You know what they never found out about me, which I laugh about today—it’s 
hilarious—never; they didn’t do their homework and they never found out. I used to be third in 
command of the largest outlaw motorcycle club in southern California.  
 
TD: What club is that? 
 
JV: The Mongols. 
 
TD: Mongols. 
 
JV: You heard of them? 
 
TD: I don’t ... I haven’t; I’m not terribly familiar with a lot of motorcycle clubs. 
 
NY: It’s the opposite of the Hell’s Angels, where I think they had a rivalry at some point. 
 
JV: We’re not the opposite; we’re the same. 
 
NY: They were the same—OK.  
 
JV: The Hell’s Angels happen to be racist; we’re not. The Mongols started because Mexicans 
could not get in the Hell’s Angels, because the Hell’s Angels only allow whites. So all the 
Mexicans in southern California, bikers, decided well the hell with the Angels, we’ll form our 
own club, the Mongols. And they weren’t racists. White guys could join the Mongols. I was one 
of the few white guys who could ride into East LA and never be bothered, way back in the ‘70s, 
because of the patch I wore on my back.  
 
TD: So, again, asking sort of a ... 
 
JV: They never discovered that; can you imagine what they’d have drummed up with that if 
they’d have found out I was an outlaw biker? Oh, my God! He did it when he came out of the 
service, transitioning from 17 months in Southeast Asia back to civilian life, he became a 
biker—oh no! Those Vietnam veterans, see you can’t trust them a bit.  
 
TD: You paint a really bleak picture of politics, and I’m wondering, do you tell ... 
 
JV: I paint a bleak picture? 
 
TD: I, but ... 
 
JV: You’re looking at what’s happening in this country today, and I’m painting a bleak picture? 
I’m just reassuring you what you’re looking at today. [Laughs] 
 
TD: That’s what we’re looking at. Well, then, what’s the pitch, is there a pitch to younger folks, 
anybody, to get involved then, like to actually ... 
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JV: The only thing that can save our country, in my opinion, is to get the money out. They have 
a system created of bribery, plain and simple. You bribe the politician you get audience. You 
don’t, you won’t. And then when the Supreme Court ruled that corporations have the same rights 
as people, that will be the down ... I predict that is the downfall of our country, the Supreme 
Court’s decision, right there, because that put corporations in control of your elections, which 
they now are, and corporations also control the media, which they now do. So they control the 
media, they control the elections—ta-da—you don’t.  
 
TD: So good people who might run for office, then—do you encourage people to run for ...  
 
JV: Sure, sure. 
 
TD: Even though it’s this dirty and ugly ... 
 
JV: Somebody’s got to do it. Somebody has to try to save the country from these two parties. 
And it ain’t gonna be these two parties that save the country; I’ll tell you that right now, because, 
as I said, the party comes first before the country. 
 
TD: Did you encourage Tim Penny, to run then for governor? 
 
JV: Yeah. 
 
TD: Yeah. What was your pitch to him, because if you were saying ... 
 
JV: Well, Tim had already been a congressman. Tim had pretty much joined the Independence 
Party, and he was our biggest-name guy. 
 
TD: To run for Independence Party? 
 
JV: Yeah. 
 
TD: This is one ... 
 
JV: He would have made a great governor, but, unfortunately, the state went back to the 
Republicans at that point.  
 
TD: And, in terms ... 
 
JV: Oh, by the way, I’d like to tell you this, too, which has never been spoken of. You know 
how we just had the anniversary of the fallen bridge, 35W Bridge?  
 
TD: Right. 
 
JV: Well, when I got in office, my head of transportation, El Tinklenberg, former mayor of 
Blaine when I was mayor of Brooklyn Park, he came to me and laid out a ten-year transportation 
plan, how to pay for it for the next decade, which would have taken us to what year—2010? 
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They wouldn’t even hear of it. And lo and behold, what happened? About eight years later one of 
our bridges collapsed. Now, had they accepted my and El’s transportation plan with money, 
there’s a chance those bridges would have been inspected and improvements would have been 
made, and quite possibly that bridge may not have fallen in the water. But because the 
Democrats and Republicans didn’t feel they wanted to do transportation that year, or subsequent 
years, look what happened about eight years later. I’m not saying it would have made the 
difference, I’m just saying no one has brought up the fact that in my administration, we had a 
ten-year transportation plan that would have checked out and done improvements to all of our 
infrastructure here, and lo and behold, six-to-eight years later a bridge collapses. 
 
TD: One of the pieces that we’re interested in is your relationship with the Independence Party. I 
guess the question is do you wish that there had been more party building while you were in 
office?  
 
JV: That’s their job. See, many people said well why didn’t you build the Independence Party? I 
had to govern the state of Minnesota. Being governor doesn’t make you the head of the party. 
That’s the head of the party’s job. Governor, you have to govern. I don’t have the time to run 
around and make sure the Independence Party’s growing. I have to govern the state; that’s my 
job; that’s what I’m being paid to do.  
 
TD: I mean, since then the Independence Party has lost major party status. 
 
JV: Yeah. 
 
TD: Do you have any theories why or how it can come back? 
 
JV: Sure. When are we ever given ... even though we technically get major party status, are we 
really given it—no. Not by the media, not by anybody. We live under a two-party dictatorship, 
and those two parties are not going to let a third entity into the game, not if they can ... why do 
you think they make the rules like they do? Why do you think that a third party can’t get in the 
debates? 
 
TD: In the presidential debate, yeah, yeah. 
 
JV: Because the Repubs and Dems decide who gets in. Why should they get to decide? 
 
NY: What do you see for the future of the third party then? 
 
JV: Here’s one for you—RT, Russian Television, who I now work for—we got listed as being 
part of the anti-US election, that we played a role in it. Do you know what our role was? You 
guys will love this—it’s a personal insult to me. Do you know why RT got stuck into this? 
Because RT held third party debates, and they gave the third party candidates a platform to be 
heard, and that’s how come we’ve been listed as detrimental to our election process. Excuse 
me—was I not a third party candidate? Did I not win? And yet they’re saying I was a detriment 
to our democratic process because I won as a third—see what you’re living under here? See what 
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you’re living under here? RT gets named as being part of the ... because they held third party 
debates.  
 
TD: So you don’t have a ... 
 
JV: I think we should commend RT for allowing the third party, Jill Stein, the Libertarian, the 
Constitution candidates to get up so people can hear them. You think our two medias, our 
mainstream media is going to let these people be heard? Of course not, and that’s why they’ve 
got to railroad RT now. I love working for them. Do you know they’re the only media that has 
given me uncontrollable—I have total control of my show and can say anything I want, and 
Vladimir Putin told me that personally? 
 
TD: Wait a minute—Vladimir Putin told you that? As a ... did, did ...? 
 
JV: I was there the night of the big meeting that supposedly happened. How come I ain’t been 
included. I was there. Jill Stein was there. I guess Flynn was there—I didn’t see him. Gorbachev 
was there—he’s an old man now with a cane, but you can still tell by his birthmark who he is. 
 
NY: Sure. 
 
JV: I was there that night. What it was, it was the ten-year anniversary of RT America. 
Everyone’s in black tie and tuxes.  
 
NY: And you had a conversation with Putin that night? 
 
JV: Putin was the keynote speaker, and he made a point of coming over to me when it was done.  
 
TD: He said that you have free rein—anything else? 
 
JV: He got up and said—I will never interfere with RT. I will never interfere in your opinions. I 
will not interfere in your programming, and you are free to say anything you want. Imagine, the 
Russians give me my free speech, and here I’m stifled. You know what happened to me after I 
left office, don’t you? 
 
TD: You had a show briefly on MSNBC. 
 
JV: No, I had a show cancelled on MSNBC because I opposed the war. 
 
TD: You ... uh ... yeah. 
 
JV: Here’s what happened. I was the hottest commodity coming out of office. MSNBC, FOX 
and CNN got into a bidding war for me. MSNBC won. At that time they were FOX-lite. They 
were not liberal like they are now; they were Fox-lite. OK, MSNBC had just signed Phil 
Donahue. He was on, he was their highest-rated show. They were bringing me on. Both Phil and 
I opposed the invasion of Iraq and were very vocal about it. I wasn’t allowed on, and they pulled 
Phil from the air. [Unclear] I got paid for three years and didn’t do shit. Excuse my bluntness. 
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They handcuffed my contract, said I couldn’t do any news shows or no cable, so in essence they 
handcuffed and silenced me, because I have to honor the contract. They paid me all three years, 
and my contract was the size of a pro athlete.  
 
TD: Hum, wow. 
 
JV: And they paid me all three years, and I was from 2003 to 2006 you didn’t hear one word 
from Jesse Ventura, because he couldn’t talk, because he was being stifled by mainstream media. 
I was under contract; they wouldn’t use me, they wouldn’t talk to me. They paid me the entire 
time. 
 
TD: So we’re running out of time, and I want to ... 
 
JV: What time is it now? 
 
TD: It’s 10:30. 
 
JV: OK. 
 
TD: There’s a question that I definitely want to ask, though, which is that ... 
 
JV: Did you get everything you wanted? 
 
TD: No, there’s a ton more. If you have time for a second interview, I’d love to do a second 
interview, maybe beyond the scope of governor, maybe some of the stuff ... 
 
JV: Well, maybe, we’ll see about it. 
 
TD: But, let me ask this, because this is about being governor, because a lot of folks, just as we 
talked about at the beginning, really applauded you for bringing new people into the political 
process, for getting people out to vote, for getting people to care. Even just the way you were 
able to talk about issues, a lot of people pointed to you and said—he could go into a bar hall and 
make it so that people got it and connected. I’m wondering how a lot of that is because you’re a 
very charismatic, big personality person. If not Jesse Ventura, how can we do that? What can we 
learn from Jesse, without becoming Jesse Ventura? 
 
JV: You maybe can’t. You have to remember when I taught at Harvard, one of my classes was 
how  pro wrestling prepares you for politics. And people chuckled on that, but it does. Number 
one, it prepares you to be comfortable in front of a mic. Number two, you have to sell yourself. I 
had to make people hate me to buy tickets to see me get beat. Well, what’s the difference 
between that and going after a vote. Same thing. Now you’re after them to vote for you, which is 
easier to get, probably, then to have them pay money, you know. Plus, in every match, no matter 
how much you prepare for that match, something in it’s going to go wrong, and so you have to 
be able to think on your feet, quickly. You’re comfortable in front of a mic, you do interviews, so 
it prepares you greatly for politics, as I taught at Harvard. I said pro wrestling is a perfect 
stepping stone into politics, because it’s communicating with the masses, and you’re comfortable 
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doing it. When the red light comes on, I don’t freak out—I’m in my element. And that’s why I 
say today if I ran for president, God help the people that would have to debate me if I was 
allowed. And see, they’d never allow me in. Fool me once, shame on you; fool me twice, shame 
on me. They saw what I did in Minnesota, and they know I could do it nationally. Oh, and by the 
way, here’s a little tidbit for you. When I signed with MSNBC, they took me to the Super Bowl 
that year, and we were driving up from San Diego is where it was at, to LA, and I was in the car 
with the boss then. And he said something very interesting to me, and I never found out who. His 
name was Erik Sorenson, and Erik said—you know, when I hired you I got two calls from two 
people very high up in Washington, and they wanted to know why we were giving you a national 
forum. Well, I never got it, did I. Now who were these two people way up in Washington that 
called MSNBC wanting to know why I was getting a national forum. See, I had them scared to 
death. I’m uncontrollable; they don’t control me, and they know I’ve beaten them twice. I beat 
them for governor, for mayor. Did you know what they did there? Both parties co-signed a letter 
and sent it to every citizen of Brooklyn Park calling me the most dangerous man in the city and 
urging to vote for the incumbent. It was a non-partisan election. Then here’s the part that got me. 
After I won 67 percent to 33, all 21 precincts, two weeks later both the Democrats and 
Republicans came courting me to join their party. After calling me the most dangerous man in 
the city and all this other, opposing me. Now they didn’t care. I can win. See how they have no 
credibility? Doesn’t matter what you stand for. Can you win and will you take marching orders 
from us. And that’s why I won’t join them ever, and that’s why they go out of their way to try to 
destroy me any way they can, because they know I can beat them—I proved it in Minnesota. 
And I’ll just finish with this, then I gotta go. It was right before Bush and Gore in 2000. I had to 
go to New York City, and we arrived in the middle of the night and we were driving to the hotel 
and I was in a limo and I had the window down and we’re in Manhattan. We pulled up to a 
corner and there were guys working on the street, right, with all the stuff, and I had the window 
down. I’ll never forget—this New York worker he looked over and saw me in the car, and he 
walked over to the car and he pointed to me, and I’ll never forget it. He goes—hey, the wrong 
governor’s running for president—and pointed at me. I’ll never forget that. This was a New York 
City street worker telling the wrong governor’s running for president in 2000, meaning how 
come you ain’t? 
 
TD: Well, thank you so much for taking the time to do this. 
 
JV: If you need more, I’ll be happy to do it, because I want it to be accurate. 
 
TD: Yes, we do, too. 
 
NY: Can we do that one last question? 
 
JV: Yeah. 
 
NY: Just the kind of ... we ask this ... we interviewed Tim Pawlenty before, but we want to ask 
every governor. What was the one thing you did as governor that made the lives of all 
Minnesotans better? 
 
JV: The one thing I did as governor that made the lives of all Minnesotans better? 
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TD: Or maybe just how is Minnesota different? 
 
JV: I gave them hope. 
 
TD: That’s very eloquent; that’s beautiful. 
 
NY: Yeah. 
 
JV: I gave them hope, because I was the one who couldn’t win, and I gave them the hope and the 
power. He can’t win—and the people said oh yes, he can. They voted for me, and ultimately they 
realized we do have the pow ... I gave them hope, because I defeated the two parties and I think I 
gave them hope. That would be the thing that I would say—I gave them hope. 
 
TD: Well, thank you so ... 
 
JV: What did Pawlenty say he did? 
 
TD: I don’t remember! 
 
NY: I can’t remember either. It’s been a year. Thank you so much for your time, though. 
 
TD: Thank you so much, yeah—we know you have to go, so thank you, thank you. 
 
JV: No problem, and if you guys want to continue this, I don’t know, my schedule’s a little 
hectic now, ‘cause ... 
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