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Duluth Wystan Hugh Auden, considered by many critics as the 

most influential and interesting poet of his generation, will address a 

public convocation at 8:00 p.m. Friday (Feb. 14) in UMD's Kirby Student Center 

ballroom. 

Auden will speak on "Poetry as Truth." 

"W. H. Auden is the greatest living English poet," says Dr. William 

A. Rosenthal, head of the mm English department. "He has a vast range of 

theme and topic, because this man is interested in all the vital problems 

which we face as human beings." 

Auden, who has been living in America since 1939, is equally at home 

writing lyrical mood pieces or composing longer devotional and psychological 

works, according to Dr. Rosenthal. Auden wrote "Where is Francis?" for the 

theatre, "The Rake's Progress" for opera and many other works for social move-

ments involving religious and political transitions. 

One critic says Auden's work rings with "a vitality, an explosive 

violence, that leaves his contemporaries dazed." Auden, himself, admits he 

has found in the United States a new world to explore. "You are forced to live 

here as everyone else will be forced to live," he writes. "There is no past. 

No tradition. No roots." 

Born in 1907 in York, England, Auden attended Oxford University and 

later was a schoolmaster. The restless poet soon began to attack the cant and 

musty degeneration of his own environment. By 1937, he had won the King's 

poetry medal. 
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In 1950, Auden was named associate professor of English at the 

University of Michigan, and three years later was appointed William Allen 

Neilson Research Professor at Smith College. He was named a Guggenheim 

Fellow in 1942 and won a poetry award in 1945 from the American Academy of 

Letters. 

His five volume anthology "Poets of the English Language" is con-

sidered a monumental work, and critic's say his book "The Dyer's Hand" is 

perceptive and informative. 

Poet Auden's appearance at UMD is sponsored by the Convocations 

and Lecture's committee. His convocation address is open to the public at 

no charge. 
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