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DULUTH~ The first week of November signals the beginning of 

vigorous athletic preparation on the basketball and hockey fronts with an-

other UMD winter sports season almost at hand. 

Basketball Coach Norm Olson officially opened varsity practice 

Friday (Nov. 1) with nine returning lettermen and a gifted array of newcomers 

looking toward a December 2 opening at Northern Michigan. 

Hockey Coach Ralph Romano sent 30 candidates through a two-hour 

scrimmage Friday (Nov. 1). The season I s curtainrai ser comes up November 23 

against the U.S. Olympic team in the Duluth Curling Club. 

BASKETBALL -- Guards Roger Hanson (Duluth) and Bruce Ackland (St. 

Louis Park), forward Gary Richards (Ely) and center Mike Patterson (Mahtomedi) 

are starters back in the fold. Only Harry Oden, now Olson's assistant, was 

lost from the 1962-63 squad. 

Guards Jere Mossier (Grand Rapids) and Denny Hansen (Proctor), for-

wards Frank Green (Duluth), Bob Dropp (Chisholm) and Bill Miller (Minnetonka) 

are the other returnin·g lettermen. 

Although an experienced Minnesota Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 

outfit competition-Wise, the Bulldogs are young. Hanson, Miller, Green, Dropp, 

Patterson and Richards are juniors. There are no seniors. 

Len Vesel, an Ely JC transfer who ranked second in scoring among the 

nation's junior college players last winter, and Dennis Ahlin, an Eveleth JC 

star a year ago, are regarded as strong varsity candidates. 

Jim DeJarlais (Nashwauk-Keewatin), Jerry Mullins (Biwabik) and Jimmy 

Gornick (Duluth Morgan Park) are three of the more promising freshman pros-

pects. 



The Bulldogs retain annual consideration as an MIAO contender on 

the basis of returning strength. They finished second to Augsburg last sea.-

son with 13 wins and three losses in league play. 

The schedule includes 2) single game dates, including home-and-home 

meetings with the eight other MIAO fives, and a berth in the ~incy (Ill.) 

Invitational Tournament December 27-29. 

HOCKEY - With 13 returnees and just six of them foiwards, Roma.no 

will have to work at least three freshmen into his varsity combinations. 11 Bill 

McGiffert and Mike Tok are the only regular forwards that have played a whole 

season with us, 11 explained Romano. 

Only a sophomore himself, Tok (Coleraine) has been placed at right 

wing with yearlings Keith Christiansen (International Falls) and left wing 

Dick Maertz (Duluth East). 

A third freshman--Pat Francisco (Duluth Denfeld)~has been worked 

in at right wing with center Terry Shercliffe (Regina., Sask.) and left wing 

Owen Rogers (Frenobman Butte, Sask.). 

Veteran center McGiffert (Duluth) has Dave Stepnes (Duluth) and 

Marvin Zilkie (Winnipeg) as his linemates on the third varsity forward line. 

11 We just don ( t have a lot of e:x:peri ence, 11 said Romano. 11 We have to 

work three new hands at forward with our regulars and maybe one or two others 

if some veterans fail to hold their spots. 11 

Defense and goal appear solid, however. Captain Bill McGa.nn (Duluth), 

the squad's lone senior, heads an experienced blueline corps that includes 

Dick Fisher and Bob Hill (both Duluth) and Bobby Lund (Warroad). 

Bill Halbrehder (White Bear lake) is Romano's No. 1 choice in goal 

with Tom DeLuca (Ft. William) backing him up. 
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