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How many showers does your household take per day?
Divide this number by the number of people in your household. 
Less than 1 = 2 points | 1 = 0 points | More than 1 = -2 point

Does your household have a top-loading or front-loading washing machine?
Front-loading = 1 point | Top-loading = -1 point

Does your household have a high efficiency dishwasher or washing machine?
1 point for each high efficiency appliance in the household

Can you hear your toilet running even when it has not been flushed?
-1 point for each running toilet

Does your household have any leaky pipes or faucets? 
-1 point for each leaky pipe or faucet | Don’t Know = -2 points

Do the members of your household turn the faucet off when brushing their teeth?
Yes = 1 point | No = -1 point

Does your household have any low-flow showerheads, faucets, or toilets?
1 point for each low-flow fixture in the household

What is the average shower length in your household?
Less than 5 minutes = 2 points | 5-8 minutes = 1 point | 9-11 minutes = 0 points | More than 11 minutes = -2 points

When handwashing dishes, do you let the faucet run or fill up the sink with water?
Let the faucet run: -1 point | Fill up the sink = 1 point

Do you make sure your dishwasher and washing machine are full before running them?
Yes = 1 point | No = -1 point

Total Score:

Indoor Water Use Scorecard
Evaluate your indoor water conservation by filling out the points next to the respective question. Then add up 
your points to see your score which is used to evaluate your outdoor water conservation ranking on the back.



The average shower uses 17.2 gallons of water. Showers are typically in the top three uses of water in a house-
hold. The number of showers each member takes per day can significantly affect the water usage of the house-

A typical top-loading washing machine can use three times more water per load than a front-loading machine. 
Energy Star certified top-loading washers are an exception.

Energy Star certified dishwashers are at least 12% more water efficient that a standard dishwasher. Energy Star 
certified washing machines use on 13 gallons of water per load, compared to 23 gallons in a standard machine. 

If you can hear your toilet running when it hasn’t been flushed, it is draining water unnecessarily. Fixing run-
ning toilets can be very simple and can prevent water from being wasted.

Leaky faucets and pipes may seem like minor issues, but those drips add up over time. Fixing leaky faucets and 
pipes can save water, money, and potential water damage and rot.

Turning off the faucet while brushing your teeth can save the average household up to 10 gallons of water per 
day. This is a simple task that can easily be added to your daily routine.

Low-flow or aerated showerheads and faucets can cost as little as $10 and can reduce your water use by 20% or 
more. Low-flow toilets use a liter less water per flush. These fixtures save both water and money.

The average length of a shower in the U.S. is 8.2 minutes. The shorter the shower, the less water is used. Most 
people are capable of showering in 5 minutes or less.

Letting the water run while you do dishes by hand uses much more water than filling up the sink and using 
that water to wash dishes. A dishwasher should always be used if possible because it is the most water efficient.

Most dishwashers and washing machines use the same amount of water regardless of the size of the load. You 
can reduce water waste by making sure these machines are full before you run them.
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How big is your lawn (not including gardens)?
<1/5 acre (average size) = 1 point | >1/2 acre = -1 point

How often do you mow your lawn? How high do you cut your grass?
Mower set < 2” = 0 points | Mower set > 2” = 1 point

Do you know how to change your sprinkler settings?
No knowledge or ability to adjust sprinkler settings = -1 point | Knowledge and ability to adjust sprinkler settings = 1 point

Does your sprinkler run if it rains?
Irrigate during rain = -1 point | Do not irrigate during rain = 1 point

What time of day do you water your lawn?
12:01am - 8:00am = 2 points | 8:01am - 8:00pm = 0 points | 8:01pm - 12:00pm = 1 point

Average # times you water your lawn per week during the summer months
1 time/week = 2 points | 2 times/week = 0 points | More than 2 times/week -1 point

Do you know what type of grass you have? What type?
Don’t Know = -1 point | 100% Kentucky Bluegrass = 0 points | Some Percentage Native Grass = 1 point

Do you have a vegetable or flower garden instead of lawn?
0 ft2 garden = -1 point | 1-50 ft2 = 1point | 51-75 ft2 = 2 points | 76+ ft2 = 3 points

Do you have a swimming pool (in ground or above ground)?
Solar pool cover = 1 point | Leak test = 1 point | Yearly filter change = 1 point

Do you use a rain barrel?
No rain barrel = 0 points | Rain barrel(s) = 1 point

Outdoor Water Use Scorecard
Evaluate your outdoor water conservation by filling out the points next to the respective question. Then add up 
your points to see your score which is used to evaluate your outdoor water conservation ranking on the back.

Total Score:



The size of your lawn is representive of how much water you’ll need to keep it green.     

The frequency and height you mow your grass has a significant impact on your lawns ability to absorb and store water. Each time 
the grass is cut it becomes stressed which inhibits root growth and water uptake. However, when the grass is long, it stays cooler and 
holds onto dew and rainfall much longer.

The ability to adjust your sprinkler settings can significantly reduced water consumption for irrigation.  This is especially significant 
during certain times of the year when much less irrigation is required.

Not only is irrigating during rain inefficient, it also promotes disease and pest pressure to your turfgrass due to oversaturation.  Addi-
tionally, oversaturation increases stormwater runoff which eventually requires treatment and leaves the local water system.

The time of day you water your lawn has a significant impact on your irrigation and water use efficiency.  Studies show the most effi-
cient time to water your lawn is in the morning hours of the day when there is a lack of evaporation caused by wind, temperature, and 
sunlight.  Avoid water during the middle of the day as the effects of evaporation are greatly increased.

Make sure you are watering your lawns appropriately. Weeds can often be a sign of overwatering and that its time to scale back your 
sprinkler runs.

Kentucky Bluegrass is the most commonly used species in residential lawns but due to its shallow roots and mowing dependency it 
is susceptible to drought and extreme heat.  Understanding the type of grass you have and the other grass varieties available to you 
increases your options for alternative grass plantings that could save you time, money, and most importantly - water!

Vegetable and/or flower gardens offer an aesthetically pleasing look and opportunity for decreased water consumption.  Oftentimes, 
these gardens require less irrigation than that of turfgrass monoculture and can potentially infiltrate more runoff.

Swimming pools waste water in a couple different ways including water evaporation, common leaks, and filter backwashing. These 
can be addressed through responsible filter maintenance, testing your pool for leaks, and covering the pool while it is not in use.

Rain barrels collect stormwater runoff from roofs which can be reused and dispersed to water gardens. There is an efficient water 
cycle flow by returning the rainwater to the soil rather than the stormwater system for treatment.  This results in savings from water 
treatment and a decrease in runoff.
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