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To sustain future growth, the City of Ramsey must be proactive in 
promoting water conservation and reducing water demand.
Ramsey is a growing suburban community facing unique challenges with regards to 
water use. The city’s location on the Anoka Sand Plain causes soils to drain quickly which 
increases demand for water to maintain lawns, and the reliance on both private wells and 
the municipal water supply by Ramsey’s residents requires specific approaches to solving 
water use issues. If unmitigated, current water use levels in Ramsey threaten to exhaust 
the community’s groundwater supply as the city continues to grow. This toolkit details five 
strategies the City of Ramsey can use to engage its residents and businesses in citywide 
water conservation efforts and provides additional resources for water conservation.© City of Ramsey

`

`

© City of Ramsey

Pricing and Economics of Water 

Conservation
The price of water influences the rates at 
which people use it. Tiered, block, seasonal, 
and excessive pricing are just some of the 
ways that Ramsey can influence water usage. 
Non-priced strategies can also be used to 
incentivize water conservation, such as 
rebates, restrictions, and services.

Reducing Water Consumption 

Associated with Lawns and Gardens
Landscape irrigation is a major water use 
in Ramsey. Using appropriate species of 
turfgrass, utilizing mixed landscapes, and 
engaging in smart irrigation practices can 
reduce irrigation water usage. Both current 
residences and new developments can be 
regulated to encourage better practices.

Well Monitoring and Engagement
Private well users require specific attention 
in Ramsey’s water conservation efforts. As 
the city has less leverage to influence water 
use of well users, targeted education and 
engagement are key to promoting water 
conservation and reducing demand for 
water. Proper messaging is crucial. Water 
conservation efforts can be jointly pursued 
with water quality efforts towards well users. 

Social Media and Conservation
Social media provides a unique opportunity 
for Ramsey to engage its residents on water 
conservation efforts. Social media is a useful 
way to share information about water 
conservation, but it can also be used to spark 
discussion and build a community effort to 
reduce water use. Effective use of social media 
for these purposes requires a comprehensive 
social media strategy.

School-Based Education
School-based water conservation 
education is extremely valuable in 
reducing water use in the long-term. 
School-based engagement reaches not 
just the youth in a community but also 
the adults in their life. This approach to 
engagement requires partnerships to 
ensure cost-effective and high-quality 
implementation. 

Additional Resources
Beyond these five specific strategies, a 
comprehensive index of existing water 
conservation programs, potential partnering 
organizations, and funding sources is provided 
for Ramsey’s reference. Two mock-up self-
scoring water use report cards (one for indoor 
water use, one for outdoor water use) are 
presented as a way for the city to engage and 
educate its residents.




