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DULUTH--The 69 registrants at the University of Minnesota's 

first annual Seaway Institute which ended Wednesday were high in their 

praise of the program and faculty of the three-day meetingso 

The institute ---sponsored by the University 9s Center for 

Continuation Study and the Social Sciences division at the Duluth 

campus (UMD) --- was, in the opinion of many, a solid beginning of what 

should become an annual event in Duluth. 

Richard To Q'Brien, of North American Marine Lines, Cleveland, 

said the institute "resulted ~µ a blending of experience that was most 

informative and educational." Harvey c. Ramsey, of the Chung King 

Corporation, Duluth, said the program was most valuable at a time 

when his firm is thinking more and more in terms of export sales. 

Willis H. Crosswhite, St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation, 

Massena, New York, said, "Noew through the Seaway, we have access to 

the world, and we need a tremendous educational program to take advantage 

of this fact. The Seaway Institute marked a sound step toward educating 

all parties to shipping possiblilties." Worth C. Genck, of North 

Star Dairy, St. Paul, said "we learned where we can go for answers 

to the problems we face." John Mount, Insurance Company of North 

America, Philadelphia, said "IT's been good to have all the repre-

sentatives of transportation together, to hear their viewpoints and to 

get first hand information from their respective fields . I think We've

covered a lot of ground in a short time."
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University Extension Division Dean Julius H. Nolte expressed 

hope the Seaway Institute can become an annual event and believes its 

values encompassed all fields of transportation rather than just Seaway 

shippingo 

Institute chairman, Dr. Richard Sielaff, chairman of UMD's 

Social Sciences division, said "We want to be a part of future Seaway 

Institutes because we believe they can contribute directly to the 

growth of our port and to the economic health of the Midwest." Sielaff 

praised the help of Duluth civic and business leaders who aided 

University officials in planning and executing the program. 

Note to Editors: Summarizing the major speeches made at the Seaway 

Institute, we find these points made by the following men: 

Oscar Litterer, Busines Economist, Federal Reserve Bank, Minneapolis: 

American firms have become less concerned about import 
restrictions since so many of them have increased investments abroado 
Nearly one-fourth of all U.S. imports in 1959 were from such firms 
with plants overseas. Imports of foreign iron ores has caused dis-
placements of labor and capital in U.S. mining regions such as Minnesota 
but there still i.s no serious movement afoot to impose a duty on foreign 
ore. Instead, the Minn. congressional delegation, in 1960, through the 
Trade Adjustment Act. urge aiding displaced workers through supplementary 
unemployment benefits, earlier social security retirement, re-education 
for new jobs, transportation to new job centers, and loans and accelerated 
amortization privileges for business firms. 

"Unless foreign markets are supplied from the output of 
domestic plants, the growth of Upper Midwest durable industries 
may be tied more closely to the overall growth of the U.S. economy 
and less to the growth of the export demand." Litterer indicated 
that many U. S. firms which plan expansion of production and distribution 
facilities abroad might now find it cheaper through lower transportation 
costs on the St. Lawrence Seaway to spend that investment money at 
home through expanded export programso The Seaway has and will play a 
major role in the export market at a time when there has been a drain of 
gold from the U.S. treasury. 
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Patten D. Allen, director, European division, U.S. Depto of Commerce: 

U.S.firms should "strike now while the iron is hot" at a time 
when indicators point to a gradual lowering of duties on American 
imports to Europe--including the Common Market countrieso St. Lawrence 
seaway opens up broad possibilities still difficult to determine, but
exports and imports between U.S. and Europe can grow together. Despite 
regional agreements and expansion of American investments abroad, Europe 
still accounts for more than one third of all U U.S. exports. "In the 
aggregate, the broad t endency of our exports has been upward the last 
three years despite the introduction of preferential forces within the 
Common Market."

Charles w. Arning, British Consul, St. Paul: 

Sources of supply inquiries from Upper Midwest businesses in 
past 12 months greatly increased. "They indicate a lively interest 
in importing a wide variety of articles and goods.o.because the profit 
possibilities are enticiting." Speaking of the Port of Duluth, Arning 
said "Now that you have the facility., you must sell it. I expect to 
live to see Duluth one of the busiest and most thriving ports on the 
Great Lakes."

R. J. Rankin, president, St. Lawrence Seaway Authority, Ottawa: 

There was more "boom" than "bust" involved in Seaway 
operations in 1960. Except for Chicago and Buffalo, which 
had labor-ma11agement troubles in 1960 and Cleveland which broke about 
even, tonnage shipment s in the other major Great Lakes ports in both 
the U.S. and Canada r egistered gains. "To sum up the traffic trends of 
the 1960 season of navigation in the Seaway, as compared to 1959, ocean-
going traffic through the St. Lawrence accounted f or 39.2 per cent of the 
total cargoes, an increase of 22.3 per cent over 1959, while lake 
vessels carried 60.7 per 60.7 per cent of the traffic, 10.8 per cent 
less than last year.

"Duluth and Superior reported gains in both bulk and 
general cargo in 1960. From these ports ocean ships carried 2,164,656 
tons of grain, scrap iron and other cargoes, a 33 per cent gain from 
the tonnage of 1959." 

"The St. Lawrence Seaway is ready to serve the commerce of 
our two countries. Its facilities have much potential in r eserve and 
it stands prepared to move as many more millions of tons as our 
respective industrial activity is prepared to offero The Seaway is 
basically tuned to our economic life and it should progress on a par with 
the growth of the two nations which created it and are now operating it." 

Capt. David A. Jones, Midwest Manager, Isbrandtsen Co., Inc • .,Chicago: 

If cargoes are available and a "dollar can be made," American 
flag shippers will sail to any Great Lakes porto There still are costs 
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involved with Seaway operations which make it impossible for American 
shippers to show a profit in competition with foreign counterparts---
even with U.S. government subsidies. Steamship operations must 
consider lengths of voyage, weather, port costs, likelihood of return 
cargoes and shipping operating charges ranging from $2700 to $3,000 in 
ordee to calculate profitable rates. "if you're not a poker player, 
don't get into steamship operations." Prospective shippers should 
figure what they can afford to pay. "if the rate you're quoted by the 
steamship line is less, keep quiet. If it's more, find out how your 
compeition is doing." The availability of cargoes, improved Seaway 
operations and port facilities and handling must be accomplished before 
American shippers can expand their operations in the Great Lakes in a 
profitable manner. 

Willis H.Crosswhite, traffic and information officer, St. Lawrence 
Seaway Development Corporation, Massena, New York: 

The most impressive facet of the St. Lawrence Seaway is the 
spirit of cooperation and singleness of purpose displayed by the 
Canadian and American governmental agencies which constructed and now 
operate "this monumental edifice of international cooperation.ii While 
the glamor of the monumental tasks of Seaway construction will fade, two 
facets will not: ''Its economic and social benefits will continue 
accruing to the peoples of both nations. Second, nothing can tarnish 
the brightness of this example of what two peaceful, enlightened 
nations can accomplish on their common border with neither risk nor 
thought of sacrificing individual sovereignty ." 

Marvin L. Fair, director, transportation program, The American University, 
Washington, D.C.: 

The primary function of a port is to reduce time and cost 
of a ship' s stay to a minimum. "I regret to say it, but I firmly 
believe the most inefficient freight transportation performance in 
this country is that performed on the average in our ports between 
inland carrier facilities and the general cargo ship. This cost is 
often equal to or greater than a 2 1 000 mile voyage in a modern vessel." 
Port operations depend on the quality of port administration by men 
of vision who can look ahead 10 to 25 years. "Port development and port 
operations should be in the hands of professionals. 1i 

Plans for port development "should be based upon as realistic 
appraisal as possible of the potentials of the port area, the hinterland 
and competition of other ports by people who know economics of trade, 
industry and transportation, and the port requirements should be 
requisite to handle such trade." 

A. B. Sparboe, vice president of the Pillsbury Company, Minneapolis: 

Challenged Seaway Institute delegates with "The International 
Traders' New Rol.e in World Affairs". 
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"If we permit a decline in both our exports and imports 
this port of Duluth could end up a monumental economic bust. "

No longer has the United States a corner on t echnical know-how, 
production and trade." Newly-idustrialized nations can now afford to 
"shop" for their trade. Among trade-affecting policies the U.S. should 
seriously re-evaluate the listed excessive tariffs and restrictions
(it ' s like running with your brakes on) accepting "funny money" or 
promises rather than value-for-value in the export-import process, 
bowing to fragmentary pressure groups, and extending too much foreign 
aid too long. Freedom in the marketplace can mean worldwide freedom. 
"We have military and political isolationism nearly licked. The next 
step is to lick economic isolationism." 
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