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Residents and friends of Ramsey, it is our hope that the information presented here will be helpful in starting conversations about 
the value of housing in our city. We are interested in engaging with diverse perspectives around the very personal and important 
topic of housing, and the future of housing development in the city of Ramsey. As a small town, we value the history of Ramsey’s 
housing which embodies a rural character and as we look to future, we also plan for new housing types and styles. The information 
and exercises presented on the posters is an invitation for your voice to be heard as the City makes plans and goals for housing 
development. This poster explains ways that you can share your thoughts and feedback on housing and housing development in 
Ramsey. The following poster shares the voices of individuals and their various reasons for choosing their specific housing types. We 
hope that you find this informative and we look forward to collaborating with you!

Activities
Dot Maps
What kind of housing would you like to see in Ramsey? Place a sticker (or two or three) on the map to let us know which 
places you’d like to see new single- and multi-family housing be built in Ramsey or which places you’d like to remain 
undeveloped. Don’t forget to tell your friends so we can hear from them too! Maps and stickers will be available at the 
Ramsey Municipal Center, Ramsey Elementary School, Elmcrest Park, and other locations across town.

If you’d like to provide even more input, please take our survey about the future of housing development in Ramsey. We’d like 
to know more about what you currently like about living in Ramsey, what kinds of housing options you’d like to see in the 
future, and why you think these would reflect our values and benefit our community. For a copy of the survey, please ask a 
member of Ramsey planning staff or visit our website at cityoframsey.com/planning.

Housing Tours

Are you curious to see different types of housing first-hand that are growing in popularity? Are you thinking about downsizing 
your home or moving closer to the COR? Ramsey planning staff are hosting a series of tours of recent housing developments 
in neighboring communities (as well as a few in our own) so residents can directly experience different types of housing that 
may become available in Ramsey. 

The first tour will take place at The Residence at the COR Apartment Homes right here in Ramsey on Saturday, January 13 
at 10:30 am, with future tours in Coon Rapids and Brooklyn Center coming soon. Transportation can be arranged as needed. 
Please call the City of Ramsey Department of Community Development at 763-433-9824 for details or other questions.

Public Meetings
Interested in becoming more informed 
or more involved in local politics and 
development in Ramsey? Attend a 
public hearing for one of the City’s 
governing bodies to hear about current 
proposals for new housing construction 
and make your voice heard. Select 
topics may be open for public comment 
at each meeting.

The Planning Commission meets the 
first Thursday of each month.

The City Council meets the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of each month.

All meetings are held at 7 pm at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood 
Drive NW. For more information including meeting agendas and video recordings 
of past meetings, visit cityoframsey.com/planning or cityoframsey.com/city-council. 

Living Room Meetings
As we develop the new Housing Plan, 
we recognize that some community 
members may be unable to attend 
public hearings or may feel more 
comfortable voicing their opinion in 
other ways - we’d like to hear from you 
too! Ramsey planning staff are available 
during the months of January and 
February to attend gatherings hosted by 
community members for the purpose 
of discussing the overall direction of 
housing development in Ramsey. What 
you need to do:

Gather a group of between five and 
twelve Ramsey community members (including yourself!)
Secure a space for about 60 minutes of informal discussion of topics related to 
the upcoming Housing Plan. It doesn’t need to be a living room; other examples 
include coffee shops or conference rooms. 
Work with Ramsey staff to schedule a time during the months of January or 
February.



ENGAGING RAMSEY FOR A NEW HOUSING PLAN
Creating Housing Opportunities for All Generations

Prepared by: Shunhua Bai, Olivia Boerschinger, 
Andrew Degerstrom, Adrienne Gemheart, Alex 
Kohlhaas & Casey Lauderdale

PA 5253: Designing Planning & Participation 
Processes

“I love my apartment because it’s 
just the right size for me. It has all the 
amenities I want in one place, saves 
me money on the gym, and is just a 
short walk to the grocery store and the 
Northstar station. I don’t have to use my 
car very often.” -Celeste

“I like living in my townhome, because 
it gives me the homeownership 
experience without the hassle of yard 
maintenance. It’s great to have friendly 
neighbors close by, creating a sense of 
community. When I was searching for 
the right fit for me, I felt townhomes still 
had apartment amenities I enjoyed with 
the freedom of owning my own home.” 
-Josef

“I moved to a smaller lot here in 
Ramsey to make yard and house work 
more manageable, but still have a place 
for my grandkids to stay when they visit 
and have a yard for them to play in. It’s 
been great!” -Sarina

“I really like living in my home on our 
1.5 acre lot. It allows our family to have 
enough land to garden, play catch with the 
kids, and let the dogs run around. Having 
our own space provides privacy and a qui-
et environment which I enjoy. However, as 
I get older, it can be tough finding the time 
to do yard and tree maintenance, not to 
mention the cost of the new riding mower 
we had to buy. It’s definitely nice having a 
big lawn, but it’s a big investment to keep 
it looking great!” -Marcus

Can I Be Your Neighbor?

“Welcome to our store! Can I be 
your neighbor?”

I am a cashier who just began 
my career. I would love to live in 
Ramsey because I love the friendly 
and quiet atmosphere there! It 
feels good to work with people 
and communicate with them at 
the same time. I am not capable 
of buying my own house right 
now so affordable housing would 
be perfect for me. Can I be your 
neighbor? 

“I am quiet and good at gardening. 
Can I be your neighbor?”

I currently live in Minneapolis and 
retired earlier this year. I would like 
to move to Ramsey because of its 
wonderful rural character and also 
because of the affordable housing 
opportunities. It’s difficult for me 
to afford or manage a house on 
my own. In addition, it would be 
great to have neighbors I can start 
a conversation with. Can I be your 
neighbor?

Meet the Current & Future Residents of Ramsey

What Current Residents Like About Where They Live

What do you think about where you live?

Share your thoughts with us:

@RamseyHousingPlan

planning@cityoframsey.com

(763) 433-9824


