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August 22, 196 -Fall Soil Samples Recommended 

Late summer and fall are the best times to take soil samples in 

University of Minnesota soil scientist John Grava says it's easier to take samples 

in the fall since soils are often quite wet in spring. Grava says recommendations 

can be returned to you early enough so you can plan ahead on investing your money 

to the best advantage in fertilizer if you sample in fall. 

When you plan a legume seeding for next spring, sampling the soil ahead of 

time permits ordering and applying lime in the fall . Oftentimes road restrictions 

do not allow transportation of heavy lime loads in the spring. 

* * * * 
It Pays to Pr~condit ion Feeder Calve s 

Preconditioning prepares feeder calves to withstand stress of shipping , and 

especially the st ress of adapting to feedlot conditions. The term "preconditioning" 

is new, but many of the practices have long been recommended. Dr. James Hanson, 

University of Minnesota veterinarian, says these practices are performed before 

calves leave the producer's farm. Preconditioning adds to production costs which 

may be passed on to the buyer, but buyers can expect to recover these costs through 

better calf performance in the feedlot. Hanson advises producers to discuss 

details of their preconditioning schedule with their local veterinarisn. 

**** 
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~ Following Proper Milking Order Helps Prevent Mastitis 

; Cows that have mastitis or a history of chronic mastitis are a source of 

infection to noninfected cows. Bill l-ildge, dairy ~pecialist at the University 

of ~annesota , says whenever possible, you should milk all noninfected cows first. 

A desirable milking order is first, heifers that have been free of mastitis 

then older cows that have been free of mastitis -- followed by cows that have a 

history of mastitis but no longer produce abnormal milk or have swollen quarters 

and last, cows that have swollen, inflamed quarters or cows that produce abnormal 

milk. 

**** 
Use a Contract When Selling Trees 

If you're planning to sell trees from your woodland this summer or fall, use 

a contract that specifies the log scale to be used, the lengths of logs to be 

cut and the quality and species of trees to be removed. University of Minnesota 

forestry specialist Bill Miles advises contacting the service forester in your 

area for assistance in marking the trees to be removed. This service is provided 

by the Minnesota Division of Lands and Forestry at a small charge. 

* * * * 
Take Care When Handling Pesticides 

Placing pesticides and other potentially dangerous chemicals in the same bag 

with other purchases is dangerous. Phil Harein (HAIR-in), entomologist at the 

University of Minnesota, says that clerks often place pesticides in the same bag 

with food, drug, hardware items and other purchases. This can result in 

contamination of food and clothing during transportation, and possibly cause 

illness and death. Make sure that you as a consumer or a supplier -- handle 

pesticides separately and properly. 

**** 
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I • Freeze Blueberries Now for Next Winter . 
It's a rare person who doesn't enjoy blueberry pancakes, blueberry muffins or 

blueberry pie. And one of the ways you can be sure of some of these delicacies 

next winter is to freeze some of the big, plump blueberries now on the market. 

Mrs~ Shirley MJnson, home economist in the University of Minnesota's 

Department of Horticultural Science, says blueberries are among the easiest and 

most satisfactory fruits to freeze. Simply wash and drain them well, removing 

stems, leaves and any unsound berries. After they have drained, the simplest way 

to freeze them is to pack them dry in plastic bags or other freezer containers. 

Label and date each package -- and you'll have delicious blueberries to enjoy 

next winter. 

**** 
Deep, Rich Colors for Fall 

Deep and rich -- those are words that describe the favorite colors in this 

fall's fashion picture. Thelma Baierl (BARREL), extension clothing specialist at 

the University of Minnesota, says that red is especially good -- in all the luscious, 

rich shades of plum, wine and purple. You ' ll also be seeing deep shades of green, 

as well as ori ck and earthy colors. Quiet beige and camel are often used to set 

off the rich colors so po~ulaz this season~ 

* * * * 
Firm and Yellow for Pears 

Delicious Bartlett pears are now in our markets -- for enjoying fresh and for 

canning. This year's crop is expected to be 14 percent larger than last year's 

output. 

For smooth, juicy, sweet flesh, choose pears that are firm and pale yellow 

to rich yellow in color. Grace Brill, extension nutritionist at the University of 

Minnesota, says pears which are hard should ripen if you keep them at room 

temperature. Avoid fruits that are wilted or shriveled or pears that have spots 

on the sides or at the blossom end. 
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