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Several Reasons for Potassium Deficiencies . 

Potassium deficiencies in crops can result from three main causes. Curtis 

Overdahl, soils specialist at the University of Minnesota, says the first reason 

is low potassium levels in the soil. This is common in many north-central, 

northeastern and southern Minnesota counties. 

Limited soil drainage can also cause a potassium deficiency. During the early 

growth period when soils are cold and wet, soybeans, corn and alfalfa respond to 

potassium fertilizer even if the soil tests high. But in moderately dry years, 

these crops may yield well with a minimum of applied potassium. 

And• an i.tiibalance of potassium with·. other nutrients can also cause a potassium 

deficiency. Calcium and magnesium are too high relative to the potassium content. 

This imbalance is most often seen on high lime rims and usually appears only in 

small areas of the field. 

* * * * 
Nitrogen Effects are Often Carried Over. 

Nitrogen effects are often carried over to crops grown on the same land for one 

or more following years. Curtis Overdahl, soils specialist at the University of 

Minnesota, says the lasting effect depends on the original rate of nitrogen 

application, the soil's need for nitrogen and the yield of the first crop produced. 

If you apply 40 pounds or less of nitrogen per acre, the carryover effect may not 

be noticeable. Highly productive soils are less likely to show a response after 

the first year than lower producing soils. Under the right conditions, the 

carryover effect on the second crop can even be great enough to cover the cost 

of applying the fertilizer. But Overdahl says nitrogen carryover is very 

unlikely on sandy soils. * * * * 
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Farrowing House Should be a Separate Building 

Your farrowing house should be a separate building used only for farrowing. 

Dr. Ray Solac, University of Minnesota veterinarian, says hog producers should 

make sure there's a break of one month between farrowings. No hogs should be in 

the building during this period, and the break should start the day the building is 

cleaned and disinfected. Clean the farrowing house as soon as possible after each 

batch of hogs is removed. If you wait two weeks to disinfect, the total break 

should be six weeks. 

* * * * 
Hog Parasites Reduce Profits 

Hogs infected with pests and parasites are likely to gain poorly, resulting in 

poor profits at market time. Dr. Ray Solac, veterinarian at the University of 

Minnesota, says efficient swine producers should take strong measures for the 

prevention and control of these pests and parasites in their management plans. 

For more information, ask your county agent for a copy of Extension Folder No. 

208 entitled, "Pests and Parasites of Hogs." 

* * * * 
Adjust Feeding for Dairy Cows in Warm Weather 

Adjust the feeding schedules for your dairy herd during warm weather. Bill 

Mudge, dairy specialist at the University of Minnesota, says the combination of 

body heat and hot weather reduces a cow's appetite. This means that forage 

consumption is heavier during the night and early morning during hot weather. 

Since the amount of feed affects milk production, dairymen should provide plenty 

of good forage during the night and early morning when feed consumption is the 

greatest. 

* * * * 
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Bedroom Most Dangerous Room 

During National Farm Safety Week July 20-26 the accent is on preventing 

accidents in the home as well as on the farm. 

It may surprise you to know that the bedroom is the scene of many fatal home 

accidents. Mrs. Edna Jordahl, extension home management specialist at the 

University of Minnesota, says that most of these accidents can be prevented if 

furniture is arranged so there's a clear path from bed to door. Furniture 

should be kept in good repair and drawers should be kept closed. Also important 

is a light S\ritch near the bed or door -- or both -- to help avoid stumbling in 

the dark. 

* * * * 
Safety in Using Paraffin 

In case you use paraffin to seal your ~cll~es and jams, always melt it over 

hot water, never over direct heat. Paraffin is flammable and burns with a 

dangerous blaze. 

Grace Brill, extension nutritionist at the University of Minnesota, says 

scorched paraffin should never be used to cover jelly. It has a kerosene-like 

flavor which may be absorbed by the food. Melting paraffin over hot water will 

prevent the possibility of scorching and will eliminate the fire hazard as well. 

* * * * 
Beware of Food Poisoning in Hot Weather 

Don't flirt with f ood poisoning this summer! 

That warning comes from Grace Brill, University of Minnesota extension 

nuti."'i tionist. She points out that more food poisoning occurs in summer than at any 

other time of year. That's because the warm weather creates a favorable temperature 

for bacteria to grow rapidly. So -- be sure to keep food either hot or cold before 

you serve it. Be especially careful about foods like ground meats, ham, salads, 

sandwich fillings, cream-filled or custard-filled cakes and other soft desserts 

containing eggs. Uhen left on the kitchen counter for any length of time, such 

foods will spoil quickly in hot weather. And if you're carrying food to a picnic, 

transport it in insulated boxes or picnic coolers. 
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