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Check Effectiveness of Herbicides 

Leaving a small part of the field untreated is the best way to evaluate your 

chemical weed control program. But if you haven't left an untreated portion, you 

may still be able to check by finding an area where the sprayer missed a streak. 

Gerald Miller, agronomist at the University of Minnesota, says you may be 

getting an increase in resistant weed species, and a change in your herbicide 

program may be necessary to stop these resistant species. If you find that your 

chemical weed control program hasn't been effective, check to see if you followed 

label directions on the herbicide container. Mistakes during application may 

help explain poor results. 

* * * * 
Keep Hogs Cool 

You may need more than one cooling method to keep hogs cool on hot, humid days. 

Ray Arthaud (ARTH-odd), livestock specialist at the University of Minnesota, says 

sprinkling increases evaporation from the hogs skin and is one of the most 

effective ways of keeping hogs cool. 

Keeping a wet floor under the hogs -- using shades to keep the ground surface 

cooler -- air movement from a fan or through an open-sided building and a 

ventilating pipe for sows confined in a f arrowing house are additional ways to 

increase profits by keeping your hogs comfortable. 
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Chemicals Can Help Control Woody Weeds 

Chemicals are useful to help control undesirable woody plants in forest, 

plantation and woodland areas. Bill Miles, forestry specialist at the University 

of Minnesota, says you can also use herbicides to free young evergreen trees from 

competing brush to eliminate overhead competition in established plantations --

and to maintain firebreaks, fence rows, drainage ditches, roadsides and rights-of

way. For detailed information on reconmended herbicides and methods of application, 

ask your county extension agent for a copy of Forestry Fact Sheet Number 5, 

entitled, "Chemical Control of Woody Weeds." 

* * * * 
Take a Representative Soil Sample 

Soil tests serve as a guide to the profitable use of lime and fertilizer. 

But University of ~linnesota soils specialists say soil test results can be no 

better than the sample. If the soil sample is not representative of the field from 

which it was taken, the recommendation based on the sample will be misleading. 

Ask your county agent for a copy of Soils Fact Sheet Number 4 entitled, ''How to 

Sample Soil for Testing." 
* * * * 

Control Perennial Weed Patches 

Do you have patches of perennial weeds such as Canada thistle, perennial 

sowthistle, field bindweed or quackgrass? Gerald Miller, agronomist at the 

University of Minnesota, advises starting chemical treatments on these perennial 

weed patches this sunnner or fall so they won't be a problem next year. 

* * * * 
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Scald Vegetables for Freezing 

Every year women ask if the vegetables they freeze won't be just as 

satisfactory if the scalding process is omitted. 

Mrs. S'hirley M.lnson, home economist in the Department of Horticultural Science 

at the University of Minnesota, says the answer is "no." Scalding preserves the 

fresh quality of vegetables as well as their color and vitamin content. It also 

helps to lengthen the storage life of your vegetables. 

But remember that scalding time will vary for different vegetables -- so be 

sure to follow reliable timetables. You'll find such timetables, along with other 

directions for freezing, in a University publication, ''Freezing Fruits and 

Vegetables," Extension Folder 156. You may get a copy for the asking at your 

county Extension office or from Bulletin Room, University of Minnesota, St. Paul, 

}1innesota 55101. 

* * * * 
If Meat Is Your Mainstay 

If you're a meat and potato family, you've probably been dismayed at meat 

prices this summer. But by watching the grocery ads carefully, you can often find 

some good buys. Chuck roasts, for example, are often an attractive buy. 

Verna Mikesh (MICK-esh), extension nutritionist at the University of Minnesota, 

says chuck roasts are at their flavorful and tender best when cooked slowly over 

moderate heat in a tightly covered pan with just enough liquid to create steam. 

Tomato juice, beef stock or just plain water can be used for the liquid. Fresh 

vegetables cooked with the roast will add delicious flavor and appetizing color. 

Use carrots, peppers or whole tomatoes. And cook the potatoes along with the 

meat for an easy one-dish meal. 

-jbn-


