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María C. Albin received her B. S. in Foreign Service from Georgetown University, her M.A. in Latin American Studies from the University of Texas at
Austin, and her M.A. and Ph.D. in Hispanic Literature from Yale University.
She has taught at Columbia University, Salve Regina University, and the University of Minnesota. She is the author of Género, poesía y esfera pública:
Gertrudis Gómez de Avellaneda y la tradición romántica (2002), and several essays on Gertrudis Gómez de Avellaneda and Latin American literature.
Her articles have appeared in the journals América Sin Nombre, Anales de
Literatura Hispanoamericana, Atenea, Cincinnati Romance Review, Crítica
Hispánica, Epimelia. Revista de Estudios sobre la Tradición, Hispanófila,
Latin American Research Review, Literatura Mexicana, Revista de Estudios
Hispánicos, Romance Languages Annual, and Romance Notes.
Megan Corbin is Assistant Professor in the Department of Languages and
Cultures at West Chester University. She joined WCU after receiving her doctorate from the University of Minnesota. Her primary areas of research center
around the post-dictatorship periods of Southern Cone Latin America, and
examines the ways in which individuals, groups, and society are working to
fill gaps in historical memory through literary and artistic practices.
Rogelia Lily Ibarra is an Assistant Professor of Spanish at Dominican University. Her primary research focus is nineteenth-century Hispanic women’s
narratives and representations of nation. She also does interdisciplinary research in areas of gender and cultural studies. She has published scholarly
articles on Gertrudis de Avellanedas’s Sab, Arturo Pérez Reverte’s La reina
del sur, and on the Mexican Tourist Jacket.
Jenna Leving Jacobson earned her Ph.D. in Romance Languages and Literatures from The University of Chicago where she focused on nineteenth-,
twentieth-, and twenty-first-century Cuba and its diaspora. Her dissertation
research examined text and film narratives generated by the return of Cuban
exiles to the island. At present, she is working on a project dedicated to the
life and work of writer, activist, and scholar Lourdes Casal. Jenna currently
teaches and advises undergraduate students at the University of Michigan.
Raúl Marrero-Fente is Professor of Spanish and law at the University of Min-
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nesota. Among his most recent books are Poesía épica colonial del siglo XVI.
Historia, teoría y práctica (forthcoming 2016); and the co-edited volume Coloniality, Religion and the Law in the Early Iberian World (2014). He is also
the author of Trayectorias globales: estudios coloniales en el mundo hispánico
(2013), Bodies, Texts, and Ghosts: Writing on Literature and Law in Colonial
Latin America (2010), Epic, Empire and Community in the Atlantic World: Silvestre de Balboa’s Espejo de Paciencia (2008), Playas del árbol: Una visión
trasatlántica de las literaturas hispánicas (2002), La poética de la ley en las
Capitulaciones de Santa Fe (2000), and Al margen de la tradición: Relaciones
entre la literatura colonial y peninsular de los siglos XV, XVI, y XVII (1999).
Mariselle Meléndez is Professor of Spanish at the University of Illinois. Her
research focuses on issues of race and gender in colonial Spanish America
with special interest in the eighteenth century, the cultural phenomenon of
the Enlightenment, notions of spatiality, as well as visual culture. She is the
author of Deviant and Useful Citizens: The Cultural Production of the Female Body in Eighteenth-Century Peru (2011), Raza, género e hibridez en
El lazarillo de ciegos caminantes (1999), and co-editor of Mapping Colonial
Spanish America: Places and Commonplaces of Identity, Culture, and Experience (2002), as well as many articles. She is currently working on a book
manuscript entitled, The Cultural Geography of Spanish American Ports in
the Age of the Enlightenment.
Adriana Méndez Rodenas is Professor of Latin American and Comparative Literature at the University of Iowa. She has published widely in the
field of Caribbean literature and culture, including Gender and Nationalism
in Colonial Cuba: The Travels of Santa Cruz y Montalvo, Condesa de Merlin
(1998). She edited Mercedes Merlin’s Les esclaves dans les colonies espagnoles (2005) and Viaje a la Habana (2009). The volume Cuba en su imagen—Historia e identidad en la literatura cubana (2002), gathers together her
essays on Cuban literature and art. Her articles on anti-slavery narrative have
appeared in the journals Cuban Studies and América sin nombre, and in the
interdisciplinary collection Cuba: People, Culture, History. Her most recent
book, Transatlantic Travels to Nineteenth-Century Latin America: European
Women Pilgrims (2014), traces the discourses of nation-building in Mexico,
Chile, Cuba, and Brazil through the eyes of European women travelers and
traveling artists. She edited Review #84 (May 2012) dedicated to “Women
Travelers in Latin America.”
Julia C. Paulk is Associate Professor of Spanish at Marquette University in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where she teaches a variety of courses on Spanish
American literature and culture. Her research interests are nineteenth-century

HIOL u Hispanic Issues On Line 18 u Spring 2017

Spanish American literature, literature by women writers, Afro-Hispanic literature, and anti-slavery literature of the Americas. She has published articles
in peer-reviewed academic journals, such as the Afro-Hispanic Review, Latin American Literary Review, Luso-Brazilian Review, and Revista Hispánica
Moderna. Her current research project focuses on the representations of nineteenth-century Cuban slavery by Cuban and North American writers.
Mary Louise Pratt is Silver Professor of Social and Cultural Analysis, Spanish & Portuguese, and Comparative Literature at New York University. She
received her B.A. in Modern Languages and Literatures from the University
of Toronto in 1970, her M.A. in Linguistics from the University of Illinois
at Urbana in 1971, and her Ph.D. in Comparative Literature from Stanford
University in 1975. Pratt has received numerous honors and awards including Guggenheim Fellowships, Pew Foundation Fellowships, and NEH grants.
She served as the President of the Modern Language Association in 2003.
Pratt’s arc of expertise extends through Latin American Literature and Latin
American Studies, into comparative literature, linguistics, postcolonial studies, feminist and gender studies, anthropology, and cultural studies. Her seminal publications within these disciplines include: Imperial Eyes: Travel Writing and Transculturation (1992), an explanation on the discursive formation
of Latin America and Africa as formulated by metropolitan writers; it has been
called one of the most widely influential works of the last decade. Her other
publications include the article “Humanities for the Future: Reflections of the
Stanford Western Culture Debate,” which was reprinted three times. Another
article, “Arts of the Contact Zone,” had nine reprints and has been dubbed a
contemporary classic by scholars within the field. Her 1977 single-authored
text, Toward a Speech Act Theory of Literary Discourse, established Pratt as a
leader in the field of culture criticism.
Alexander Selimov is Associate Professor of Spanish and Latin American
literature of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries at the University of Delaware. He studied French and Spanish philology in Russia and the United
States and worked as a translator and interpreter at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Cuba. He holds a Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania where
he was a disciple of Russell P. Sebold. At the University of Delaware he has
served as President of the Senate of the College of Arts and Sciences, director
of the graduate program of Spanish and Latin American literature, and head
of the faculty of Spanish. His books, articles and book reviews have appeared
in magazines and academic publishers in the United States, Spain, South Korea, and Azerbaijan. Professor Selimov has written about José de Espronceda,
Pedro Montengón, Ignacio Altamirano, Jose M. de Heredia, Manuel J. Quintana, and M. Gaspar de Jovellanos. His publications include two books on
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the epistolary narrative work and Gertrudis Gómez de Avellaneda, entitled:
Autobiografía y Epistolarios de Amor and De la Ilustración al Modernismo,
La poética de la cultura romántica en el discurso de Gertrudis Gómez de
Avellaneda. His new book on “La Peregrina” is forthcoming.
Catharina Vallejo is Professor of Latin American culture and literature at Concordia University in Montreal. She has published mainly on women’s issues in
the Spanish-American Caribbean in the nineteenth century, as well as works by
authors from that region (Virginia Elena Ortea, Mercedes Matamoros, and Soledad Acosta). She has co-edited several collective studies; her recent monographs
include The Women in the Men’s Club. Women Modernista Poets in Cuba (New
Orleans, 2012), and a study of the writings on Anacaona, a cacica of Hispaniola,
since her execution by the Spaniards in 1502 (Santo Domingo, 2015).
Emil Volek is Professor of Spanish at Arizona State University, Tempe. He
also works on Slavic literary and cultural theory, semiotics, and aesthetics. He
is the author of Znak, funkce a hodnota: Estetika a sémiotika umĕní Jana Mukařovského v proudech současného myšlení. Zápisky z podzemí postmoderny
(Sign, Function, and Value. Aesthetics and Semiotics of the Arts of Jan Mukařovský within the Contemporary Critical Currents. Notes From the Postmodern Underground) (2004), Literatura hispanoamericana entre la modernidad y la postmodernidad (1994), Metaestructuralismo: Poética moderna,
semiótica narrativa y filosofía de las ciencias sociales (1985), and Cuatro
claves para la modernidad: Análisis semiótico de textos hispánicos. Aleixandre, Borges, Carpentier, Cabrera Infante (1984). He is the editor of Teoría
teatral de la Escuela de Praga: de la fenomenología a la semiótica performativa (2013), Gertrudis Gómez de Avellaneda: Tu amante ultrajada no puede
ser tu amiga. Cartas de amor/novela epistolar (2004), Latin America Writes
Back: Postmodernity in the Periphery. An Interdisciplinary Cultural Perspective (2002), Signo, función y valor: Estética y semiótica del arte de Jan Mukařovský (2000), and Antología del Formalismo ruso y el grupo de Bajtin, I-II
(1992, 1995). Currently he is completing a book on Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz.
Lesley Wylie is Associate Professor of Latin American Studies at the University of Leicester, where she specializes in writing on and from the Amazon
and Colombian literature and culture. In 2016, the Leverhulme Trust awarded her a Fellowship for her latest project on “The Poetics of Plants in Latin
American Literature.” She is the author of Colonial Tropes and Postcolonial
Tricks: Rewriting the Jungle in the novela de la selva (2009), Colombia’s Forgotten Frontier: A Literary Geography of the Putumayo (2013), and co-editor
of Surveying the American Tropics: A Literary Geography from New York to
Rio (2013). She is Assistant Editor of the Bulletin of Spanish Studies.
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