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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Thursday, January 9, 2014, 7:30 – 9:00 a.m. 

Laukka Conference Room, 200 McNamara Alumni Center 
 

Executive Committee Members Attending 
du Bois, Jim 
Horsager, Kent 
Lewis, Lisa 
Loyd, Susan Adams 
McDonald, Dan 
Page, Alison (phone) 
Phenix, Amy 

 
UMAA Staff Attending 
Coffer, Curtis 
Gore, Dan 
Isaak, Ruth 
Korman, Caryn Schultz 
 
Consent Agenda 
Chair Loyd called the meeting to order. She directed committee members’ attention to the September 12, 
2013 Executive Committee Minutes.  

 
MOTION: Approve September 12, 2013 Executive Committee Minutes 
 APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

The November 30, 2013 Internal Financial Statements, September 30, 2013 Investment Report, 
December, 2013 Membership Report and the January Outreach Calendar were provided for committee 
information. Chair Loyd informed committee members that she and CEO Lewis will be attending the 
February 19 FL Minne-college.  
 
Approval of FY13 Tax Return 
Secretary/treasurer Dan McDonald presented the FY13 tax return. Committee members received a copy 
with their advance meeting materials. He noted that the tax return was routine and based on the very clean 
financial audit recently completed. He noted that the association had incurred tax liability on magazine 
advertising and the travel program.  
 

MOTION: Approve the FY13 Federal and State Tax Returns and Charitable Organization 
Annual Report 

 APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
CEO Report 
Lewis reported on the status of progress on the CEO Goals that she presented at the last meeting.  She 
will provide a detailed report at the next board meeting but overall all items are either completed or on 
track. Chair Loyd complimented Lewis on great progress.  
 
Lewis reviewed recent or upcoming events.  An all-alumni newsletter has been launched entitled “Alumni 
Angle.” It is sent monthly to 220,000 alumni (all available emails) with 19% opening the newsletter. 
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Lewis conducted a December conference call with all chapter leaders that could participate, noting it was 
an excellent way to touch base, especially with leaders that she has yet to meet. 
 
The Alumni Association bowl game activities were very successful. Alumni Association staff hosted 375 
travelers, 750 attendees at a pre-game party and included 150 student travelers in association events. The 
association also encouraged 12 game watch parties and followed it all through social media, increasing 
the virtual engagement of alumni with the message ‘get your Gopher on!’ 
 
Registration for the February 19 Minne-college is strong and and ticket sales for the April 26 Annual 
Celebration are way ahead of usual trends. The February 12 Legislative Briefing will have six stations 
where attendees can learn about each capital request item. The speaker will be David Gillette, special 
correspondent and illustrator at Twin Cities Public Television. Gillette will illustrate the best way to 
advocate at the legislature.  
 
Campus Safety Issue 
Amy Phenix told committee members that the President’s office considers campus safety a very high 
priority issue. She explained that 7,000 new housing units have been added to surrounding neighborhoods 
in the last 5 years and more homes are being converted to rentals, losing the neighborhood watchdog 
concept.  
 
The University of Minnesota Police Department (UMPD) has added three new officers in December, 
added overtime hours for the police force and requested a higher level of public safety services from the 
City of Minneapolis and other metro public safety partners. The majority of incidents have been off 
campus, calling for close collaboration with city police.  
 
The University has expanded the Gopher Chauffeur program and the Campus Connector Service. They 
are also working with the Minnesota Student Association (MSA) to engage students to be more aware of 
their personal safety and alert to suspicious behavior. The University is also considering additional 
lighting of pathways on campus, more security camera coverage and enhanced building security. 
 
After discussion, the committee recommended that Chair Susan Adams Loyd write a letter to Minneapolis 
Mayor Betsy Hodges and City Council Chair Barbara Johnson urging continued and increased partnership 
with the University to address safety issues both on and near campus. The Alumni Association wants to 
be involved in this issue in a helpful and constructive way.  
 
Board Development Committee  
Committee chair Kent Horsager reported that the committee had met, reviewed board roles and 
responsibilities and board skills needed in future board members. Committee members are Horsager, 
Susan Adams Loyd, Jim du Bois, Natasha Freimark, Dallas Bohnsack, Archie Givens and Lisa Lewis.  
 
There are three open at-large positions, one collegiate and one geographic council position. Collegiate and 
geographic council members have received a notice asking for nominations. Horsager encouraged 
committee members to forward names of individuals they thought would be good candidates within the 
next 30 days.  
 
The committee will continue its work and bring recommendations to the board at the spring board 
meeting for officer positions and inform them of candidates that will be presented at the April 26 annual 
meeting held during the Annual Celebration. 
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Affiliate Group Report 
Curtis Coffer and Caryn Korman introduced the concept of affiliate groups. This topic surfaced relative to 
the newly formed Greek Alumni Council. What does an affiliated group mean and what are the 
association’s responsibilities? Coffer referenced Article 10 in the bylaws that states: 
 
AFFILIATED GROUPS 
Section 1.  Purpose. 
 
The Board of Directors may recognize and sanction groups affiliated with the Association that may 
include collegiate alumni societies, geographical alumni chapters, affiliate groups, and interest groups, 
to help serve the alumni and help promote and enhance the objectives of the University. 
 
Section 2.  Formation and Operation. 
 
The Board of Directors may develop policies related to the formation, recognition, governance and 
operations of each category of affiliated group of the Association, and any other matters related to such 
affiliated groups, in the Board’s discretion.  
 
Coffer and Korman will research who is currently considered an affiliate group, what are good 
governance standards surrounding affiliate groups and what policies should be established to govern 
them. 
 
The goal is to explain and define business responsibilities of affiliate groups and develop informational 
materials to give to them. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Submitted by Ruth Isaak 
For Dan McDonald, Secretary-Treasurer  
 


