
William Wright 

Military service, Anny, war experience in Europe 1-5 
in the Occupation until 1947 2 

Graduate school, University of Colorado 2 
Thompson, Harrison 2, 5 

Wright comes to the University of Minnesota 3-4 
introductory survey, Western civilization in Europe 5 

Humanities program, late 1950s 5-7 
Immigration History Archives 8 

Smith, Tim - his role 8 
Wright becomes director 9-10 

Wright - director of Graduate Studies, 1964 11 
Wright - unsuccessful run for state senate 12-14 
Wright - director of International Programs, 1969-70, 1977 15-

Third World focus 17 
Ford, Rockefeller, AID grants 18 
grants begin to give out, 1970 19 
reluctance to seek legislative monies 20 
work obligations 23-24 
South East Asia programs 26 
disciplines 28 
retrenchment, 1970s 29 
faculty morale 30 
small grants 3 1 

Austrian Center, 1977-88 32-41 



William Wright 
Clarke A. Chambers 

Interview with William Wright 

Interviewed by Professor Clarke A. Chambers 
University of Minnesota 

Interviewed on September 7, 1994 
University of Minnesota Campus 

-WW 
- CAC 

CAC: This is Clarke Chambers. I'm interviewing this afternoon, Wednesday, September 7, 
1994, William Wright who is a long time colleague in History and touched many parts of the 
university, including International Programs, which I want to come to in some detail as we go 
along. There are other things that we need to touch on, too. 

Bill, let's start with kind of a reflection on how you got interested in history, your undergraduate 
program, and how you got interested in Central Europe. It'll come down to the University of 
Minnesota. 

WW: Yes, it will. I think, I, as most people who became historians, became an historian not 
from design from my childhood years on through, but by a series of near accidents. I was in 
Central Europe at the end of World War II. Being very young and very impressionable, of 
course, that would impress someone to see what Europe was. 

CAC: Excuse me. You must have been very young because that was my war, too, and I'm five 
years older than you or more. 

WW: Yes, I was eighteen, right. 

CAC: That's very young. 

WW: At eighteen, your eyes go round and you ask the big questions of yourself. My big 
question was, as I saw devastation on every hand-people dislocated and living in abysmal 
conditions ... the world [unclear] terrible fashion-how is it possible for human beings to do this 
sort of thing to each other? 
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CAC: Ah! 

WW: I thought the only way to find an answer to that is to study the history of Central Europe. 
I stayed on in the Occupation, and came home in 1947, and took a detour because, when I got 
home, you may recall, the whole spirit of the world was let's rebuild things. Our task is now to 
rebuild a destroyed world. Somehow being an historian didn't seem to be that positive an act of 
rebuilding and I thought, what can I do to restore the world? I was a lousy mathematician. I 
couldn't be an engineer or something like that; so, I took a degree in business, of all things. 
[laughter] 

CAC: This was as an undergraduate? 

WW: Right. When I finished my degree in business and looked at the world with that in my 
hand, I knew I wasn't going to be a businessman and I knew I had to go right back to my first 
love, [unclear]. As luck would have it, I was in Colorado then and the most important person 
in Central European history was at Colorado . . . Harrison Thompson, the best person I could 
have found. There he was on my campus. Obviously, I beelined to Harrison's Thompson office. 
He was chairman of the department at the time. I had the arrogance, the unmitigated gall, to 
suggest that I should be admitted to graduate school in history with a degree in business. 
[laughter] When he recovered from his shock and this display of such innocent [unclear], he 
grilled me awhile about languages and made me read some German and Spanish for him and put 
me on probation. I fmished. Boy! the first year it was two hours of sleep at night. 

CAC: Did you have your languages at that time? 

WW: I had German and I had Spanish but that was all. 

CAC: That's unusual for a business degree. 

WW: Yes, but I had learned Spanish in southern California and I used Spanish a lot. 

CAC: I see. 

WW: I thought I was going to have my career in Latin America or Mexico someplace until the 
war came along and then boom! Europe and there it was German. They pulled me out of a tank 
and put me in intelligence school at Oberammergau in Germany. I had to learn German there 
at intelligence school. That was an eight or fourteen month course. It was one of these total 
immersion, night and day, crack the whip ... 

CAC: The best way. 

WW: The best way, as a matter of fact, yes. So, I passed muster and he announced to me-as 
he said, "1'11 admit you to graduate school on probation"-"You'lliearn a new language each year 
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and I'll tell you which ones you're going to learn." I thought he was kidding-he wasn't. 
Daughter] I was competing against all these emigres from Europe, guys who had gone to French 
[unclear], and German [unclear], and all the rest with four or five languages a piece. They'd been 
kicking around in wartime Europe. You know the kind of experiences they had behind them and 
here I was a poor innocent American boy with no experience except what I got in the Army in 
the Occupation. It was tough, but I survived. I knew that my embrace of [unclear] was the right 
one. I knew that history was what I loved. I had waiting for me in southern California a very 
highly paying corporate job that they'd been holding for me. I passed it up. I called the guy and 
said, "I'm sorry. I know that know you said you'd hold a place for me these several years but 
I can't do it," and I didn't. I came here instead for the [unclear] sum of $4,000 a year, by gosh. 
Daughter] I've never regretted a day of it ... never ... either the taking of a degree in history 
and studying history or coming to Minnesota. 

CAC: When you came to Minnesota was it a position in Central European history? 

WW: No. 

CAC: We didn't have it before then. 

WW: John Wolf had me essentially to take up the slack in his big course. 

CAC: I see. 

WW: John was still in Burton Hall with 850 to 900 students at crack. He wanted some relief 
from that. At the same time, too, this humanities program was being taught. The History 
Department wanted somebody to teach in the humanities program and John needed somebody 
to break up that big crowd in History 1, 2, 3; so, that's why I was brought here. At the same 
time, I had two other offers. One was at South Dakota for $7,000 and one at Bellingham, which 
was then Washington State Teachers' College or something, for $7,500 a year. That was a lot 
of money in those days. Boy! But, the $4,000 here ... this library and this university 
obviously, there was no problem making the decision. There was a problem because all the 
folklore about Minnesota in a place like California or Colorado was that this was the Siberian 
North America. I thought, I'm going to hate this, but I've got to go there. Chances are, I'll leave 
there as soon as I can get things squared away. By the time the outside offers came, we were 
so much in love with the place, nothing else looked good enough to go to. 

CAC: You were married when you came? 

WW: Yes. I married as an undergraduate. I had one year to go when I married. Poor Norma 
... she thought she was marrying a guy who was going to be a businessman making a lot of 
money in southern California. She got an historian who made no money in Minnesota. 
Daughter] Nevertheless, she didn't divorce me. That's how I came here. As I say, I've never 
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regretted that at all. I may have thought there were some things I might have done differently 
in the course of that career; but, I'm not sure that I'd change anything. 

CAC: We'll reflect at the end of our conversation, but right now, what were the real affrrming, 
positive sides then of Minnesota as a place for you to be? 

WW: This library. In those days, we ranked higher as a library than they do now by far. We 
were maybe in the top five or six libraries in the country. Not only was it good to start with, 
I had been told that there was a chance of continuing to build it, that it'd be supported in building 
a library. At first that was true. It was, in a general sense, a [unclear] university. There was 
a mitigating characteristic. It was in a cosmopolitan center as the other Big Ten universities are 
not. It wasn't Ivy League school. They're always in a lousy location ... excellent schools in 
lousy locations. Just so many things stacked up at Minnesota as being the place I'd like to be 
in. I did not want to go back to southern California. The UCLA representative was at the same 
convention in St. Louis that John was at. I sat between them at lunch. UCLA is talking here 
and John is talking here. As I was growing up in southern California, UCLA was our university. 

CAC: You bet. 

WW: As distinct from USC, the rich kids' school ... our university was UCLA. I would have 
thought then that if I fulfilled my wildest dreams, it would have been to become, let us say, a 
professor at the university UCLA; but, by the time I'd come back, southern Cal was changing. 
UCLA, in those days, was not quite then what it is now. The library wasn't quite as good. I 
came here, first, for the library and, second, for the other considerations. 

CAC: You came into the department just as it was rebuilding itself? 

WW: It was just beginning to take off. 

CAC: All the old men were retiring, if I recall from 1952, 1954. 

WW: Right. Ernest Osgood had just gone. The empire man, A. L. Burt, had just gone. You 
and Dave [Noble] were the first two pioneers in the youth movement. 

CAC: We were all alone for a long time. 

WW: Right. Then, after Dave had been here about five years, Paul Murphy and I came. The 
next year Paul Bamford came. 

CAC: Then, the expansion begins, yes. 

WW: A whole flood of new people are coming. 
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CAC: Your first assignment was really to a basic introductory survey of western civilization in 
modem Europe? 

WW: Right and the humanities. 

CAC: Were you at all braced for the humanities? 

WW: I was braced for the subject. I wasn't braced for the politics of the humanities program. 
[laughter] 

CAC: We'll separate those two out. Your training at Colorado was broad enough so that the 
literature and the culture generally ... ? 

WW: Thompson insisted on us reading broadly. Thompson was an awful slave driver; but, his 
students later blessed him because he armed us with so much that we could hardly be surprised 
where we went or whatever we did. We wouldn't be expert in anything but [unclear] our field, 
but we'd be able to swim just the same wherever we went. As it turned out, I had been working 
more in the Eighteenth Century than any other time and it was the Eighteenth Century humanities 
that they wanted me teach, which is more than just central Europe. 

CAC: The European humanities ... Eighteenth, Nineteenth Centuries is the core of philosophy, 
art, literature . . . 

WW: Exactly right. I think for the first couple of years, that's all I could teach. I was full. 
That was what John Wolf wanted done and that's what we did do. From the beginning, I'd been 
told, that once we'd broken the ice there and gotten it squared away, then I could begin to teach 
courses in my own area: German history, Austrian, [unclear] European history and so on. 

CAC: Say a bit more about the humanities program. You stuck with it a long time. 

WW: Yes, and came back to it again later. 

CAC: They were teaching with adjunct, borrowed faculty, if I'm correct. You didn't get paid 
by them? 

WW: That was part of the problem. The humanities program was designed to be, and that not 
out of exigency but purpose, a program where people in the disciplines came to teach in the 
humanities program and brought the rigor of their disciplines to that enterprise. The department's 
response to the need of the humanities program varied wildly. One year a department would be 
generous and the next year, it would not. One year all departments would be niggardly and the 
next year, they'd all be generous. It was difficult to keep the program properly taught. The 
answer seemed to be, to the people who were sort of core to the program, to establish a 
Humanities Department and have just a humanist teaching there. The people in the disciplinary 
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departments believed that was a prelude to sort of the wide-eyed, blue-eyed, pie-in-the-sky sort 
of grand scheme humanities with no substance to it. 

CAC: But without the word discipline. That's a good word for specialities. 

WW: Yes, exactly ... and opposed the movement once the people in core ... There was a 
several year struggle about that. I think [Errett W.] McDiarmid was dean then. 

CAC: Who is running the humanities program? Was it Ralph Ross? 

WW: Ralph Ross was running it and I can't think of the name of his sidekick who was also core 
to it. 

CAC: Bob Ames? 

WW: Ames was but he was sort of an old, sort of a wheel horse kind of person. 

CAC: But, they didn't have a very large core faculty then? 

WW: No, Bob Ames and a guy who collaborated with John Bowditch on the Little Readings 
book who was also core. He never got above assistant professor and never did a thing but teach 
his courses by rote. He gave fill-in-the-blank, true and false tests. [laughter] I recall, on one 
occasion, he was going to show me how to test for humanities. On one of his tests he had a 
question, "Who tripped over the rug as he approached his love to kiss her hand?" Whew. That 
was the kind of thing that the people who were in the disciplines didn't want to see happening 
in humanities. You were afraid that without discipline, it would come to that sort of stuff or 
flights of fancy. 

CAC: God! what's the answer, Bill? 

WW: The answer finally was that they kept it from becoming a department. 

CAC: Oh, no ... I mean about tripping on the rug. 

WW: Oh, it was Pierre who was approaching Natasha. I think it was. 

CAC: I see. It's out of a novel. 

WW: [unclear] you ask a question, my gosh, you want to know who did it. [laughter] 

CAC: Yes. This structure for the program persisted while you were attached to it or was it 
changed during that time? 
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WW: It didn't change despite all of the struggles. In fact, Ralph Ross left because I think he 
believe that he had not won his battle. He was tired of breaking lances and having it for naught, 
as he saw it. He got a better offer someplace else anyway; so, he left. A couple of other guys 
left, too. One guy-I wish I could think of his name-was a very bright guy, a very personable 
sort of guy. He left, too. He was sure that the humanities should not be bound by the 
disciplines. 

CAC: There was a professor by the name of [Donald] Swanson who was in the Classical 
Humanities who left and was quite important to the program, I think. 

WW: Yes. After about six or seven years, I left humanities. I think what happened was when 
I started messing around with the Immigrant Archives and the graduate studies program, I didn't 
have time to teach humanities and I stopped teaching then. I came back to it some years later. 

CAC: I think a lot of people withdrew under similar circumstances. 

WW: Yes. A lot of people just simply got tired of the tugging, and hauling, and [unclear] 
struggles. 

CAC: Did you have to teach a set syllabus or did you have elbow room within a syllabus? 

WW: We had elbow room. It wasn't one of those things that there was a set bibliography, a set 
course of study; but, the people in the core had their bibliography, their course of study. If you 
deviated from it, at least very much, then there was sort of . " No one challenged you and said, 
"Look! you've got to justify this." But, there was talk of ... are we really doing what we ought 
to be doing for our students . . . and carrying on as if somehow you're not carrying your load or 
you're not doing these right. If you were truly a proper humanistic visionary, you'd know better 
than what you're doing. There would be snide remarks about ... people are bound by disciplines 
or muscle bound ... carryings on like that that would be dropped from time to time. There was 
a constant reinvigoration of that subtle tension by one remark here and another remark there and 
never a grand confrontation and clash that resolved the whole thing. 

CAC: It can become very subversive when it's a morale ... 

WW: Yes. After awhile, you get tired of that. 

CAC: It's then that this Immigrant Archives came along. 

WW: Oh, yes, boy. 

CAC: That's an important story and the origins are not clear. 

WW: When Tim [Smith] came here, you and Tim and Hy [Berman], as I recall ... 
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CAC: This is Tim Smith? 

WW: Yes. 

CAC: We have to think about posterity listening to this. 

WW: Right. 

CAC: Like McNeil/Lehrer. 

WW: Tim Smith and you, Clarke Chambers, and Hy Bennan were, as I recall, the three people 
who really took the bit in your teeth and decided you were going to establish an Immigrant 
Archives here. 

CAC: It was out of an Iron Range project that we saw the ... 

WW: It came out of the Iron Range project, right. I wasn't as close to it then. In fact, I wasn't 
close at all. It seemed to develop that after awhile Tim was sort of the one who was running it. 

CAC: That's true. 

WW: His wife and my wife had become friendly. Tim came to talk with me and said, "Look, 
you're in Central Europe and both of our [unclear] Central Europe, you could give us a hand if 
you'll do some scouting work in Central Europe for us." I was taking a Fulbright in Europe in 
1962 and 1963. 

CAC: Ah! just at that time. 

WW: [unclear] missions down in Yugoslavia especially and Hungary. 

CAC: Oh, good. 

WW: It was very fruitful because I talked to people in the [unclear] down there in Slovenia, and 
in Croatia, and Serbia. I went over to Hungary and made a lot of good contacts, and got through 
them some contacts to be exploited here in the states, and got some materials promised from 
those archives here. It was great. I thought it was a magnificent undertaking. That seemed to 
me to be a kind of sterling project because so much would have been simply lost or destroyed 
here that's so central to our heritage, at least since the latter part of the Nineteenth Century. 

CAC: You were the logical ... 

WW: If you don't do it then, it will be lost forever. I thought this is a noble enterprise; so, I 
was happy enough to take a little distraction in going down there to do it. 
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CAC: You were the logical liaison. You had the background and you had the languages. 

WW: When I came back, I made the report to Tim and all the rest. He asked me to go up to 
the Range with him one time to talk to some of the communities up there, too, and I did and 
continued to sort of act as ... I don't know whether you would say consultant, but Tim would 
ask me questions about the history of these people and such as that and I would try to clue him 
in. 

CAC: Sure. 

WW: By the way-posterity would like to know about this, too-as I associated with Tim Smith, 
I began to see that all the reasons why I'd opposed his appointment were justified but not because 
of the reasons I thought at the time. Tim was an empire builder and a charlatan. Tim was out 
to feather Tim's nest and this was a means to an end, not the goal in itself. He would have used 
anybody to do it and I must say that for a man of the cloth, he had some pretty easy morals 
about such little things as travel expenses and such as that. Boy, did that begin to get under my 
skin and our ways began to part. At about the same time, Tim Smith's conduct of the affairs of 
the Center for Immigration Studies just went wild. Tim began to go around the countryside and 
every institution, every association, every leader in the association he'd meet, he'd promise a 
separate room in the library for their materials. Ned Stanford just went pyrotechnic. 

CAC: [laughter] 

WW: He had no room in the first place. Here this guy is assigning separate rooms to, at the 
time, dinky little collections that might one day grow but that's not the kind of growth they could 
stand in the library. 

CAC: If I could intercede ... this, because of the thought that the Croatians and the Serbians 
would not like to be in the same room even if there were old dirty papers. 

WW: Look, that was some cause for concern. 

CAC: Yes. 

WW: That didn't give Tim license to satisfy their little pettiness ... 

CAC: Right, I understand. 

WW: .. , by saying, "Y ou get a separate room," as if these rooms are a shrine for their little 
nationality. There are so many subdivisions to these things, it ends up that you've got twenty
three rooms and a library given away without Ned Stanford knowing about it until he's told. 
Ralph Hopp tried to keep him from exploding, but Ned Stanford was not to be kept from 
exploding. They went round and round. It was, as I say, a pyrotechnic display. Tim accused 
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Ned and, fmally, the university of defaming him because they had pretended they had not 
promised him this license and they had not lived up to his promises to these people. He was 
going to resign. I think Tim believed that if he threatened to resign that they'd come around. 
They didn't. "Easy" [E.W. Ziebarth] called me into the office-"Easy" was dean by that 
time-and asked me to take it over and straighten it out. Whew, boy! You've got mad people 
all around the country because they've been told one thing and another thing. Ned Stanford just 
had to be scraped off the ceiling. Ralph Hopp tried to maintain his sanity somewhere and "Easy" 
was wishing it would all go away and leave him alone. So, I did. 

CAC: You took it on? 

WW: Yes. It's American history enterprise. 

CAC: Excuse me. Tim had yet not gone to 10hns Hopkins? This was before? 

WW: No, no. It was before. He was still here. I was hesitant for more than one reason. One, 
I wasn't sure that I was properly qualified. I'm not an American historian. Two, as much as I 
didn't get along with Tim or as much as I didn't approve of his [unclear], I didn't want to be in 
the position of simply taking a job away from him. I didn't think that was entirely ethicaL 
When "Easy" asked me to, I said, "Are you trying to get me in line so you can fire Tim and I'll 
be your instrument for accomplishing that? I don't want to do that." He said, "Why don't you 
go talk to Tim first?" I went to Tim and I said, "Are you resigning or are you being canned? 
I want to know what my response ought to be." Tim was very candid. He said that yes, he had 
threatened to resign. He never said, "I have resigned." He said, "I've threatened to resign." He 
was good enough to say, "Look, if they give the job to you, you don't need to feel guilty 
[unclear] me." I said, "All right. That's the way it apparently will be." I went back and talked 
to "Easy" again and "Easy" asked me to take it and I did take it then. [sigh] It was a bear trying 
to-I only had it for about two years; it was a short time-get things in shape so we could get 
somebody here ... Rudy [Vecoli] fmally, but not hand them a hornet's nest but hand them 
something that looked reasonably possible to survive and even flourish, we would hope. 

CAC: There wasn't built in an advisory committee? 

WW: I thought there was supposed to have been, but I don't recall ever having sat down with 
an advisory committee at all. 

CAC: I don't think so. You really had to kind of do this on your own? 

WW: About the time, you were doing something else. Maybe you were aheady starting the 
Social [Welfare History] Archives and Hy was doing something else. I think Tim had loused 
things up so badly that nobody wanted to have much to do with it. It was like kind of a pariah. 
I'm probably out of my head to try to rescue it, but I thought it was worth rescuing it ... 
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something ought to have been done and so I worked at it for a couple of years. It took every 
hour of the day ... telephone calls, and travel around the country, and writing ... 

CAC: You were still teaching at the same time? 

WW: Yes. In fact, I taught full time. There wasn't any reduction of teaching time. It kept me 
busy all summer and all during the school year. When Rudy came here, by gosh! it was indeed 
... it didn't scare him away anyway. He knew he had something to work with. 

CAC: We're talking about Rudy Vecoli. 

WW: Yes, right. I guess the effort was worth it. Boy! it was night and day, putting out brush 
fires here and brush fires there and patting Ned Stanford on the head about every other day and, 
as it turned out, I got along very well with Ned after he realized that I wasn't another Tim Smith 
and I was able to pacify all these people who were lined up getting their rooms in the library. 
[laughter] 

CAC: In fact, it did tum out to be an enormous asset for research, and scholarship, and teaching. 

WW: Yes, absolutely. I don't regret that at all because it's one of the stars in our crown here 
... in fact, of the whole profession. About the time that got in hand, Darrett Rutman had been 
made director of registration or something like that just the year before he left. 

CAC: He was our colonial historian. 

WW: Yes. The idea was just taking hold in the Graduate School that there ought to be in every 
department a director of Graduate Studies and some sort of organized system of Graduate Studies 
within at least ... by that time, SLA [Science, Literature, and the Arts] went to CLA [College 
of Liberal Arts]. It was sort of [unclear]. It hadn't yet taken form but it was begun. When 
Darrett left, then ... I forget whether I was elected then or appointed ... I became director of 
Graduate Studies. [unclear] his filing system and categories and get the folders together and 
finished up this little book, Graduate Study History, and got that squared away. 

CAC: This is the early to mid 1960s, 1964, 1965? 

WW: Early 1960s ... yes, in 1964, 1965, right. 

CAC: When graduate emollments are accelerating like that. 

WW: Right. Then, I was a member of, what we called then, the Graduate Council and, for 
awhile, chairman of the Graduate Council and got the Graduate Studies office set up and running. 
Then, I ran for office and lost. [laughter] At the same time I was finishing up the Immigrant 
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Archives and had started the Graduate Studies program, it was time to run for office. I damned 
near won but just missed. 

CAC: Say a bit more about that because it's interesting ... the community activity that people 
get caught in. How the hell did you get caught in running for the state legislature? 

WW: State senate. I'm a Democrat. I was living in Bryn Mawr then, on the edge of Kenwood. 
That's more Republican than Democratic. Don Wright had been in the senate in that district, the 
38th District, for forty years. He owned his seat; but, he was an arrogant son-of-a-bitch. He was 
arrogant as all get out. He was the kind of guy who, when a delegation would come from the 
Range and make a petition to his committee, he'd sit there with his feet on the desk reading a 
newspaper. 

CAC: [laughter] 

WW: [unclear] ... just that kind of person. Even the enlightened Republicans in the 38th 
District would have been happy to see Don Wright go and the Democrats were just foaming at 
the mouth! They couldn't stand that. I'm trying to recall how it was that they tapped me. 

CAC: You must have been going to precinct meetings? 

WW: Yes, I did. 

CAC: Was it the Vietnam War? That got a lot of people out there. 

WW: That came later. No, this was before the war became such an issue. I was at a precinct 
caucus and Larry Perlman, Don Telleen, Roger Hale, and a couple other of the young lions of 
the district asked me if I wanted to run. I guess it was as simple as that. I said, fly es." I don't 
remember the details. I just can't remember the details; but, the flrst thing I knew I was running 
for the senate. 

CAC: You were in over your head. 

WW: Right. 

CAC: Did you have to take a leave to do that or did you do it on top of everything else? 

WW: I did it on top of everything else. Of course, most of the work was in the summer before, 
so it was during the summer at least. 

CAC: I recall that one of your campaign slogans was that you were the "right Wright." 
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WW: The "right Wright," yes. As it turned out, that's what did me in, by the way ... the 
similarity of the names. I thought at the time, if I'm going to run against a man named Wright, 
sure as shooting he's going to say, "This guy is trying to ride my name into the senate," and 
make it look as if I'm some sort of charlatan coming along and sashaying in when I had no 
substance to offer. I had to somehow make a distinction between that Wright and this Wright 
... the "right Wright." Campaigning for office is an exhilarating thing. 

CAC: Even local office? 

WW: It doesn't matter. A political race is like a rush and it lasts for a long time, too ... the 
whole campaign being in the spring all the way to the election in November. It's a wholly 
consuming thing. There's not five minutes that you're not doing something or thinking something 
towards the campaign. I had a bunch of very good people with me. Geez! Roger Hale is 
president of the Tennant Company. Larry Perlman ... what used to be Control Data ... Walt 
Telleen ... 

CAC: They were on the Democrat side. 

WW: All Democrats, right, and still are socially sensitive and responsible people. They may 
be big business and they make big money and the rest, but they're [unclear]. They're not just 
counting machines. We ran a campaign that became this little model for the state. Everybody 
was looking at our campaign and we came within an ace of catching old Don Wright. Can you 
imagine that ... a bare-faced innocent coming along and almost unseating this old war horse of 
forty years? [laughter] We got Republicans even endorsing me, for gosh sakes, publicly! Ahhh. 

We would have won except for a gaff that I should not have allowed to take place. There had 
been something like six new precincts added to the district. They'd been redistricting that year. 
In the new precincts, no one knew from any Wright. In the old precincts, they all knew Don 
Wright was there. I, by actual count, knocked on 15,900 doors ... something like that, 
especially in the new precincts to make sure that they knew who was running. I made the name 
Wright known for the first time there. They didn't realize there were two Wrights there. Here 
this guy Bill Wright came to the door and gave me some, what we call, literature. They were 
prepared to go to the polls and vote for the guy who came to the door, Wright. Just before the 
elections, I went down to the county and they showed the voting machines to us and asked me 
to come in and inspect the voting machines. I did. All the races were up and down for United 
States senator ... one, two, three, up and down like this. For the state senate-I don't know how 
this ever got ... I suspect old Don Wright pulled some strings-there were two separate columns 
and it was right and left instead of up and down. That didn't strike me as being anything unusual 
. . . okay, so what? The voting machines in the new precincts were set so that in Republican 
districts, I was on the left and in the Democrat districts, Don Wright was on the left. The eye 
reads from left to right. Can you imagine this now? So strong was that reading from left to 
right that in an area that [Donald] Hathaway beat [Don] Fraser, I won, because I was on the left, 
against Don Wright; but, in the other four precincts where Don Wright was on the left and they 
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didn't know the difference between Wright, he won and Karl Rolvaag took all of them. So, 
obviously, it was how they read that damned machine. I lost the election ... 

CA C: That's a bizarre story. 

WW: Yes. I lost the election by about 800 votes out of 25,000. There was a margin of at least 
2,000 or 3,000 in those precincts. Daughter] 

CAC: How soon did you catch on to this? On election night? 

WW: Exactly. It began to dawn on me, when the results came in, that in precincts that Rolvaag 
was winning and I was losing . . . 

CAC: There's something wrong there. 

WW: ... and when Don Hathaway is beating Fraser, that's a [unclear] Republican and I took 
it, you know there is something wrong. I kept thinking ... god! it's those damned machines and 
sure enough I thought, why didn't I think of that before? You go down the list and you read it 
here . . . it doesn't go like that. It goes up and down. 

CAC: Right, right. So, that was the end of your political career? A little chance of technology 

WW: Not quite because that was such an exemplary campaign, they assumed that all of us were 
wise politicians. I suggested to the state committee is what we ought to do is like the British 
system and have a sort of shadow for the legislators ... have a defeated Democrat say, "If I'd 
won, here's what we'd have done." I ran that committee for the year. 

CAC: Having in mind that you might have run again? 

WW: Yes, except that I moved out of the district. If I stayed there and would have run again, 
I would have run because the next Democrat that followed me beat him hands down. We laid 
a good ground work. But, I moved out so couldn't do anything. 

CAC: You look back upon this with some regret? You would have liked that change at that 
time? 

WW: At the time, yes, I wanted to get into the senate. I don't know that I would have gone any 
further in politics or not, but I did want to win. I wanted people ... I got bitten. I thought-I 
suppose every politician thinks-I can do some good if they elect me there, by gosh! I thought, 
in any case, just getting Don Wright out would have been doing some good. Daughter] That 
was in 1966. In 1968, I ran Fraser's campaign for reelection and I was successful at that. Don 
Fraser couldn't be beat in those days. You'd have had to be awfully dumb not to win an election 
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with Don Fraser as your candidate. That was the year that Arvonne had to stay in Washington, 
D. C. because the youngest daughter was still in school and she didn't want to break up camp 
and come here then; otherwise, Arvonne would have run the campaign ... always did run the 
campaigns. She's a superb campaigner. Don is a lousy campaigner; but, Arvonne is the 
quintessential political campaigner. She knows everything about how to campaign and how to 
win and she can drive and get it done. 

CAC: That kind of phased you out of political activism? 

WW: I went into International Programs. You can't be travelling around the world and being 
consumed by that office and still do anything politically. Politics requires dedication and work, 
a lot of time, and it's hard to do something else and still be in politics. 

CAC: We've both seen that operate in Al Spear's career. It's very difficult to balance both of 
them and he's probably done as well as anyone can. 

WW: Yes. Something has to suffer. Even if it doesn't suffer too much, you kick yourself 
because you think, ah ha, if I'd spent more time, I could have done more and better or something 
and one or the other [unclear]. 

CAC: It's kind of a downer. That's a poignant story. 

WW: Norma was in tears ... just in tears. 

CAC: Yes. 

WW: She just couldn't stand losing. She felt I should have won. It didn't bother me too much, 
actually. Anyone is disappointed that's got a head on his shoulder; but, I was young and life was 
full of things. 

CAC: And very quickly you had an opportunity to try yourself out in still another kind of 
challenge. 

WW: Right, right. 

CAC: How did that come about, Bill? Was there a contest to become director of the 
International Programs? 

WW: No. That was Will Cochrane. Will is a strong-minded person, a strong-willed person. 
The International Programs we had then was almost his creation. He had won the Ford grant. 
He had gotten this Rockefeller grant. 

CAC: Let's get the chronology on this. When did Willard do this ... approximately? 
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WW: Willard established the office in about 1963 or 1964. 

CAC: With Ford money? 

WW: With Ford money, right. 

CAC: And Met [Meredith] Wilson is president? 

WW: Yes. In the heyday of U.S. involvement in international affairs, and development, and 
education, the foundations were caught up in it, too, and they were putting money around in 
various universities to encourage international programs. It was high, wide, and handsome for 
a few years. 

CAC: What did Willard perceive the role of the university would be in advancing or spending 
this money? What strategies did he pursue? He was there two or three years and you followed 
him? 

WW: He was [there] about five or six years .. 

CAC: You came in in what year? 

WW: I joined him in 1969-a purpose on his part so that I would succeed him when he left in 
1970. I became associate dean in 1969. 

CAC: I see. 

WW: I became associate to the vice-president or something when I took over in 1970. 

CAC: Will Cochrane had had it for about four or five years? 

WW: Yes. 

CAC: Then, you were associate to him? 

WW: Yes, for one year. 

CAC: Then, the following year, in 1970, you become associate to the vice-president, and then 
director. 

WW: Right. 

CAC: All right. What kind of strategies and portfolios did he set forward? 
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WW: Will saw futernational Programs primarily as American universities not only participating 
in but leading development in the developing world. [unclear] changes were all right but he 
thought that our primary objective should be to enable developing countries to raise themselves, 
especially in the fundamental issues of agriculture, engineering, economics ... 

CAC: Public health. 

WW: ... instruction, and so on. I think he was right. He convinced the university to set up 
an futernational Programs office funded by the Ford Foundation. 

CAC: But, futernational Programs is a misleading title then? It really was a third world focus? 

WW: Essentially, yes. Right. Our major programs were with North Africa, Latin America, East 
Asia, Southeast Asia, and so on. We had no major programs in Europe, for example. We had 
some [unclear] changes but no major programs there. All of our programs were in developing 
areas. Will thought that, given limited resources, we should use what we have within those limits 
where they were most needed in the world. 

CAC: Was it set up so that faculty could be consultants to program or was it to be a research 
program or what? 

WW: There was an advisory committee to the futernational Programs' office but, as I say, 
Willard Cochrane was a strong man and he truly ran the thing. He gave it its shape. He gave 
it its direction, its philosophy, and everything else. 

CAC: But, was it to provide consultants or was it to do basic research? 

WW: It was to do both. It was to send instructors. It was to send people who would get out 
and get their feet dirty in helping to develop in the fields, in the classrooms, educating a core of 
economists. Part of our program in Chile was to establish a library in Concepcion. You take 
librarians down there and you not only teach library science but you build a library and show 
them how it's done. 

CA C: I see, in Chile? 

WW: Right. It was sort of a combination of do-it-yourself with them and teach them how to 
continue it. 

CAC: He himself then had to make the contacts? He had to be a liaison through other 
universities? 

WW: fu those days, no. fudividual universities were doing it themselves. Now, if you have a 
program ... 
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[End of Tape 1, Side 1] 

[Tape 1, Side 2] 

WW: ... but the programs we conducted were Minnesota programs. 

CAC: He worked through universities at the other end or did he work through government? 

WW: Governmental offices and universities as well. In most of the rest of the world, 
universities and government are fairly closely allied in one way or another. Either the 
government directly supports the universities or, in some circumstances, the ministers of 
education will assist in appointment of professors even and so on. If you're working with 
universities, you're essentially .... 

CAC: You didn't work typically with the Department of Agriculture or its correspondent in 
another ... 

WW: Yes, you could. In fact, we did have people working who even acted as county agents. 

CAC: I see. 

WW: You tell them how our county agent system works and most of them had some inkling 
of that sort of thing. We'd have somebody work with them and show them the things you do 
and how you go about encouraging, in their case, [unclear] to accept new methods and grow new 
crops or take new seed that had been improved. 

CAC: That was all done with monies external to the university, except for administrative 
overhead? 

WW: Yes. In fact, even a lot of the administrative overhead was done by the Ford grant, too. 

CAC: I see. It was Ford primarily or only? 

WW: It was a big Ford grant but we had other small grants. There was a small Rockefeller 
grant. There were several contracts with USAID [United States Agency for International 
Development]. I think there was one from the National Science Foundation. We picked up little 
contracts from other kinds of auxiliary . . . 

CAC: [unclear] a continuing contract with Ford to make the ... ? 

WW: Ford was a grant over a number of years and an amount of money and we could do what 
we wanted to do, given what we told them we wanted to do with it. 
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CAC: Sure. 

WW: We had to stay reasonably true to what we said we'd do. Then, we did it ... period. It 
was simply a grant. With Rockefeller, it was also a grant; but, with the governmental agencies, 
they were contracts. 

CAC: Okay. 

WW: It was essentially a Minnesota enterprise. Willard, shrewd boy that he is, saw that all the 
money was running out on these grants and the contracts are coming due with the rest, figured 
he had pulled his load long enough and he wanted somebody to succeed him. He didn't want 
to wrestle with a dry cow coming up. While I was in Europe-I'd taken a quarter leave and gone 
to Vienna-I got a letter from Will asking me if I wanted to join him as his assistant in 
International Programs with the possibility of succeeding him. I never thought about such a 
thing. I asked Will later on, "Why me?" Will said, "I had set in the Campus Club and I had 
watched another person who went table to table and seemed to know everybody. In this job, 
you've got you've got to know everybody and get along with everybody; so, I hired him. It turns 
out that I didn't get along with him though. He was only a table ... not an effective person." 
He said, "I watched you there and you seemed to get along with people, too. I made some 
inquiries and nobody said anything bad about you; so, I gave you a shot." I didn't even know 
Will before then. 

CAC: That's interesting. 

WW: It is interesting, isn't it? 

CAC: Yes. 

WW: Then, he engaged me while I was in Europe doing research even. [laughter] He paved 
the way and he got things set up with Gerry and Gerry agreed. 

CAC: This is Gerry Shepherd. 

WW: Vice-president, right. So, when I came back from that research leave, I came back to the 
International Programs office and stayed there, then, for seven years . . . something like that. 

CAC: Did you make changes in the program from what Will had initiated? 

WW: Yes, it changed radically. The Ford grant did, indeed, run out and the Rockefeller grant. 

CAC: It ran out when? You come in in 1970. 

WW: The year after I came aboard. [laughter] 
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CAC: It gives out in 1971. 

WW: We got some partial extensions for little bits here and there; but, essentially, the Ford 
grant was exhausted by the time I took over the office. Will gets credit for this, too ... he saw 
that the day of individual universities having such broad and demanding programs was probably 
past because, by that time, the bloom was off the rose with foundations. They were fmding other 
things to do. Without foundation money ... 

CAC: They always thought of doing seed money, in any case ... a lot of them ... get things 
started and . . . 

WW: Yes, but they also had a change of heart. They decided that they were going to do other 
things. They went to education more than development then. 

CAC: I see. 

WW: They simply changed. The fashion changed; that was all. So, that left the International 
Programs dry as a bone. The university wasn't at all prepared to take up the cost of International 
Programs. 

CAC: Let me interrupt again. The budget would have been of the order of how many thousands 
a year? 

WW: Probably $1 million a year or $1.5 million a year. 

CAC: That's a pretty substantial number. 

WW: Yes, a good-sized enterprise. Obviously, the university couldn't take up anything like that. 
As a matter of fact, Gerry Shepherd was always eager for the legislature not even to know what 
we were doing, I think, because when I asked him, as exigency became greater without the Ford 
grant, "Why can't International Programs make a separate plea to the legislature for funding that's 
recognizable?" "No, this will go into the vice-president's office." 

CAC: They were [unclear] ask for specials. 

WW: No specials. But I wasn't just asking for specials, I was asking for a regular spot in the 
budget ... 

CAC: I understand. 

WW: .,. that would go to the legislature. Gerry didn't want to do it that way. 

CAC: He didn't think it would fly because it was international? It's squandering state monies? 
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WW: Yes, I think that he believed that the legislators would say, "We've got our own problems 
at home. Why are we spending money overseas?" 

CAC: Sure. 

WW: Money was becoming scarce with them anyway. The question was, how are we going 
to continue International Programs with no money to do it with? Will went to MUCIA, the 
Midwest Universities Consortium for International Activities. That was composed of Wisconsin, 
Michigan State, lllinois, Indiana and he asked that Minnesota be admitted to MUCIA. 

CAC: I see. At that point, we were not? 

WW: We were not. He must have talked like a Dutch uncle because they admitted us and our 
membership began just as Will left and I took over. I says to meself, "William, you ain't got 
nothing now; so, you better get what you can out of MUCIA or we're going to be to bare bones, 
out on the toes and heels, if we don't get something." [laughter] MUCIA had a very large grant 
to sustain the consortium and several programs. 

CAC: And their grant was from Ford also or from other sources? 

WW: Yes, their's was Ford, too; but, they had a much larger grant and it was longer term than 
we'd had. Given their size and the range of resources they had at their command and with 
Minnesota added ... they did well to take us in because we had superb resources. MUCIA, by 
the way, was always development overseas not local, not domestic. We could bring a lot to 
that-and we did. I realized that if I wanted to conduct any programs, I had to milk MUCIA for 
all it was worth. Not only did MUCIA have another bigger Ford [unclear] but MUCIA could 
get a lot of government programs, too. 

CAC: Under contract? 

WW: Yes, overseas. If MUCIA got such a contract, I wanted to make sure that our people got 
the assignments. By golly! we got the lion's share about the flrst flve years we were in. We 
were in high cotton, boy! 

CAC: Other than your own skill, how do you account for that? 

WW: I think it was drudgery not skill. If there's something coming up with a need, certain 
people can do certain things and if I marshal them, and get them there, and show them what they 
are, then ... 

CAC: That's skill. 

WW: ... we get it. 
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CAC: You already knew, in a large degree, what resources you could draw on and what 
reservoir of personnel? 

WW: Yes, right, sure ... whom we had, and what they could do, and who could and would 
want to do it. 

CAC: This must have been true at Michigan State, and lllinois, and Indiana, too. 

WW: Oh, yes, each of them, right. You bet. They're good; all of them are good. They've got 
excellent resources. Together we were a formidable bunch at MUCIA. USAID, and the National 
Science Foundation, and all those people knew what we could offer. 

CAC: A major part of your daily, or weekly, or monthly routine was maintaining contact with 
funding sources, including MUCIA most notably? 

WW: Right, participating in the conduct of MUCIA's business as a member of the board of 
directors, and for awhile vice-chairman of the board, and on a couple of committees and so on. 

CAC: Then, you had to do the inside stuff, too, of fmding the resources to implement? 

WW: Right, and then, when we had a project or a contract coming up that we were applying 
for, making sure that our people, who could do the things we proposed to do under a given 
contract we sought from the government, would be under people's noses, and be found, and be 
given a chance to do it. Sometimes, you'd try to make sure the proposal is so worded that a 
person from here is the person who fits it. [laughter] 

CAC: You had to be Mr. Outside and Mr. Inside both. 

WW: Yes. 

CAC: How large a staff did you operate with, Bill? 

WW: I had an assistant secretary, and a program director, a budget director, and later on got a 
editor of a newsletter. That was it. 

CAC: Nobody professional at your level to share that liaison work that you're describing? 

WW: No. 

CAC: That was your responsibility? 

WW: Right. That was a full-time job, too. 
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CAC: How much travelling did you have to do to research sites or development sites? 

WW: [sigh] It seemed, Clarke, I was on the road all the time. It wasn't so, but it just seemed 
that way. There would be times when I'd have to take off and I'd be six weeks running around 
the world. 

CAC: Heavens. 

WW: Then, if I wasn't running around the world, I was spending at least one day a week in 
Chicago with MUCIA. 

CAC: Which was the headquarters for MUCIA? 

WW: Right. There was a monthly meeting of the board of directors. That was in Chicago. 
Then, subcommittees or meetings of subunits of universities would be taking place. Chicago was 
sort of our hub. That meant that my work day would be I'd get up early, dash out and catch the 
seven o'clock plane to Chicago, do the work there, come home at five o'clock in the afternoon. 
I'd be commuting to Chicago to work. [laughter] Then, maybe having to go to one of the 
universities to meet with their people and to give an issue of, maybe, a veterinary medicine 
project we have, and who was going to do what and when, and talk with the people there about 
what their school can do and what our's would do, and confer about how to get [unclear] together 
so it would both accomplish what we thought ought to be accomplished and would also gain the 
favor of USAID to fund it, and that sort of thing. 

CAC: Did you keep a journal during this period when you were particularly on the road? 

WW: I had no time to. 

CAC: Yes. You'd have a hard time putting together when you were in Korea, and when in 
Egypt, or Chile, or wherever? 

WW: I remember pretty well where I was when; but, as for a daily journal, I just didn't have 
time to do it. Sometimes, I even slept in the office. I was living in Deephaven then, and it took 
forty-five minutes to go out there and come back, and I'd just stay in. We moved into Nolte 
[Center]. We took the rooms that used to be residential rooms. When they had visiting 
professors coming in, they would quarter them in Nolte. 

CAC: Yes, tiny little ... 

WW: When they moved it out of this tower, they moved us over there. They put us in those 
rooms and each room had a bathroom in it; so, I had a toilet, a tub, and a shower. [laughter] 
So, I could spend the night in the doggone office and be fresh the next morning. It was so bad 
. .. This story now strikes me as being bizarre. I was working one Sunday morning over there, 

william Wright Interview 23 



about ten o'clock in the moming-I had been working the whole weekend-and without thinking, 
I picked up the phone and called Don Smith. We discussed some issue. 

CAC: He was then in the vice-president's office? 

WW: Yes. He was administrative vice-president. We finished our business, and I hung up, and 
then it struck me. At ten o'clock Sunday morning, I assumed he was there working, and I called 
him, and he was there working! We conducted our business as if nothing was amiss. Now, what 
kind of slaves are those who will do that sort ... geez! 

CAC: [laughter] 

WW: That's the way it was going in those days. In order to keep the ship afloat and keep things 
going, you simply could not rest from the oars. You just had to be in there banging away. 
Ahhh-but it worked. 

CAC: The planning you had for making your field trips took a good deal of foresight and 
contacts at the other end. 

WW: Yes, and that every time had to be coordinated with USAID and various agencies that 
were involved ... with MUCIA, with USAID, and the university. 

CAC: And the host country? 

WW: And then the host country, right. 

CAC: So, you had four or five ... 

WW: You had to sort of get all these people in agreement about time and places, and who pays 
for what, and who does what, and all that sort of thing. Yes, it was a chore sometimes keeping 
all these balls in the air. 

CAC: But, you think of those six, seven years as rewarding, nevertheless? 

WW: Extremely. Extremely. 

CAC: Say something about that. 

WW: Look, it cost me professionally ... as an historian terribly. 

CAC: Yes. You weren't teaching during this period? 
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WW: I taught seminars and I, occasionally, even taught Extension Division courses, but I could 
only do it with the aid of a good graduate student who could take over for me from time to time. 

CAC: Sure, but you couldn't really keep up with your writing and ... ? 

WW: No, no. It was a status of suspended animation as an historian. 

CAC: That's a long time, too ... seven years. 

WW: Yes. But the things I saw, and the things I learned, and the people I came to know, and 
the insights I could gain into some of the world's problems ... that was priceless. 

CAC: Yes. 

WW: I saw, and did, and learned things that I could never have learned as an historian of 
Central Europe. It was so remote, it looked like the other side of the moon. I came to know 
some extraordinarily interesting, and capable, and very able people, and very good people, too. 

CAC: Can you assess how successful those programs were in different places? Did they work 
better in country A than in country M? Where were we most successful? 

WW: I think that we ran an excellent program in India ... a good one, in fact a fIrst-rate one, 
in Thailand. The Moroccan program is still going. The Tunisian program ... our economists 
are still some of the dominant agricultural economists in Tunisia. Every program has its 
problems and shortcomings and there will be a couple of failures in the program. Some guys 
who are supposed to have turned out be economists don't and the government that said it was 
going to do thus and such ... these economists may do something differently with them, or 
maybe not carry through the way it ought to have, or maybe it doesn't always tum out the way 
you want it to be; but, on balance, every one brought a gain. 

CAC: These were measurable? I mean, did you follow up on grants so that one could see what 
the real consequences were of a certain investment and a certain program? How was evaluation 
done? 

WW: The evaluations would have been different for each program or aspect of program. If 
you're training economists in Tunisia, you want to know whether they, in fact, fInish their degree, 
whether they were functioning as economists in Tunisia after they fInished their degree, and 
whether their function as an economist had some influence on the course of events there. 

CAC: That was pretty hard to document. 

WW: It's very diffIcult to document that or to quantify that certainly. But, you can say to 
yourself, "We know that that fellow is still operating. He's in the ministry of agriculture and he's 
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helping to shape policy there." But, you can't say how much he shapes the policy or whether it's 
10 percent his or 5 percent his or what. When you know you still have the [unclear] under the 
School of Agriculture in Morocco and it's functioning and turning out agriculturists and good 
research " . 

CAC: And still in liaison with the University of Minnesota? 

WW: .. , and having issue from the research they're doing, you can see that and you can almost 
quantify that. I think the qualitative impact is much greater than the sort of quantitative impact 
that you can measure. 

CAC: You had to make regular reports on both? 

WW: Oh, yes. Well, yes ... while the program is going on, you can quantify. USAID requires 
quantification. You've got so many students in class. They've taken so many hours. They've 
gotten so many grade point averages. They're going to return at a certain with a degree or 
without a degree ... better have a degree ... take another one in to replace the one who has 
taken his degree. You could count these out like laying out the beans and counting them. 

CAC: To measure the impact on development ... 

WW: That has little to do with what's going to happen when these people get home. [laughter] 

CAC: Yes, and the returns may be ten, fifteen years down the line. 

WW: Exactly, and usually that's the case. The impact is not great at first because most [unclear] 
are much more conservative than ours. Young whippersnappers coming back with fresh degrees 
can't tell the old guys anything, or very little at least. Young whippersnappers who go out in the 
field to some village and try to tell the elders of the village that they should persuade all these 
peasants here to use this new short-stem wheat because it will survive and produce more ... 
We never used that before. We don't do that sort of thing." The elders may jealously guard their 
right to say when to plant, where to plant, who's to plant what, and so on. 

CAC: That's why you have to have cultural change to go along with it. 

WW: That's right. In Thailand, for example, we had a program going there. We went out in 
the field and went to visit a farmer who had recently been visited by one of the county agents 
we had put in the field. We found the farmer. He had one of these motorized plows. His motor 
is sitting on the plow and he's taking it through his paddy deep in water. He's plowing. The 
plow is simply a motor ox for him. It's not a big tractor and a gang of plows. It's a motorized 
plow; but, he's got the motorized plow going. He's also got a transistor radio hung on his neck 
and he's-he was literate-been listening to the agricultural broadcast. He's going to plant the 
new short-stem rice and he's going to get a bountiful crop. He knows it. He's telling us what 
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he's going to do with his motorized ox. Now, when he does that and the other guys around see 
that-they were seeing it-then, things begin to change. No matter what the old elder says, 
they're going to do it. 

CAC: It's the old Farm Bureau county agent demonstration project. 

WW: Yes. 

CAC: TVA [Tennessee Valley Authority] did the same thing. 

WW: The agent may have told a dozen people and out of the dozen, only one listened. The 
others turned away or just politely said, "Yes"-you know how they do-"oh, fme," and didn't do 
a thing. But, when they see this one guy doing it and it's having it's own effect, the first thing 
you know ... 

CAC: Excuse me. You listed off largely North Africa, South Asia, Southeast Asia as among 

WW: And Latin America. 

CAC: More than the Latin America or the African? 

WW: I think our programs were distributed about even between Asia and Africa. We only had 
one area in Latin America. That was Chile we were working in and that was more in education 
than it was in agriculture; although, the one at Valdivia was, again, trying to establish a county 
agent system to help improve agriculture there. Then, I also got involved with the Organization 
of Tropical Studies in Costa Rica. In fact, I was on their board of directors and was treasurer 
of the outfit for awhile. [It had] a twofold purpose: to help conduct the business of the group 
that was trying to preserve the natural tropical climate of Costa Rica-a lot of the tropical climate 
in this world is being lost and very swiftly; and Costa Rica was prepared to help preserve it, too, 
so it could be done there-and, two, to enable our young people to be able to go down there and 
study in that sort of natural laboratory in the process of preserving and become the kind of 
people who know how to manage that kind of environment. That is all, I think, we had in Latin 
America, at the time. 

CAC: Would other universities within MUCIA concentrate in sub-Sahara Africa and/or Latin 
America? 

WW: Yes. In fact, after awhile MUCIA even took some contracts in, what was then, Rhodesia; 
but mostly, even with MUCIA, it was North Africa, the Near East, South Asia, Southeast Asia. 
We were thinking of starting a program in Korea but that didn't come to fruition-back when 
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South Korea needed such things; they don't anymore. I had to travel there, too, because we were 
scouting out the places. 

CAC: To recapitulate just for clarity of persons listening to this sometime in the future, the 
persons you drew on from the home team, from the University of Minnesota, were chiefly in 
applied fields, that is Veterinary Medicine, Agronomy ... 

WW: Plant Pathology, Economics ... Economics was always pretty heavy and Agriculture 
Economics especially ... Horticulture. 

CAC: Engineering? 

WW: Ag-Engineering, yes. 

CAC: But, less Engineering in and of itself? 

WW: Less Engineering ... some, but not much. 

CAC: Really, this is heavily St. Paul oriented, as far as our own campus is concerned? 

WW : Yes, yes. 

CAC: It was logical that Willard Cochrane was the initial director? 

WW: And it seemed sort of illogical for me, an historian of Central Europe, to be succeeding 
him. 

CAC: There weren't many political scientists or anthropologists who were engaged in this? 

WW: Not many, no. 

CAC: So, you had to learn not only new parts of the world ... 

WW: Oh, yes. 

CAC: ... and new administrative techniques but new fields of study? 

WW: Exactly, and it was fascinating, fascinating. 

CAC: It was a rare opportunity. 

WW: It was fun and fascinating. 
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CAC: After six years of this and one year as associate, you'd run out your line? You were 
fatigued? 

WW: [sigh] I'll tell you, it got to the point where I was spending all my time composing 
budgets, and rebudgeting and rebudgeting, and R&R [Retrenchment and Reallocation] ... you 
remember that phase back in the mid 1970s ... 

CAC: I know it well, you bet. 

WW: ... when every time you turned around, it was retrenchment and reallocation; and it 
meant, then, another new budget to be drawn up. I became so weary of doing that. I think jobs 
like that need to have new flesh and blood periodically. No matter how well you're doing the 
job, it doesn't matter. I think after time your eyes begin to glaze over and somebody needs to 
come in and ... 

CAC: Who succeeded you, Bill? 

WW: Don Brown. He had been interested in communication and the third world already 
anyway, and had done some work in Tunisia, and was interested. 

CAC: Do you have a sense of shifting budgets? Was there a decline in the resources that you 
had available? 

WW: Oh, yes. Oh, yes. 

CAC: I mean during your six years. 

WW: Yes, I'll say. After about the second year, every year less. 

CAC: That line continued into the late 1970s and 1980s then? 

WW: Right, until the day I left. 

CAC: Do you keep track of this at all indirectly or not? Do you know what happened to that 
office in the 1980s? 

WW: Yes. 

CAC: Say a few things about that out of your experience. 

WW: We continued in MUCIA and we still are members of MUCIA. It seems to me that our 
institutional interest though began to shift from such concentration on MUCIA and development 
and that kind of notion of International Programs to more generalized . . . like overseas study, 
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student or faculty exchanges, sort of junior Fulbright programs such as that. Our participation 
in overseas projects, it seems to me, has diminished somewhat on this campus, as distinct from 
the St. Paul campus, even more so. We don't have many people on this campus involved in 
International Programs now. In going overseas to study, yes, but International Programs, no. 
Even on the St. Paul campus, I think there are fewer. Part of the reason is because of cutbacks 
in grant money or federal contracts and [US]AID money has been reduced, too. Another reason, 
I think, is that despite what I think is a very good record in international work, our university, 
and maybe all them . . . maybe academia in general, penalize the people who do that. People 
go overseas for a year or two, and they come back, and they not only have been not been 
promoted nor been carried along in the raises, they're looked upon as if they'd taken a vacation 
for two years. 

CAC: [laughter] Yes. 

WW: They've been working their behinds off in research and teaching ... loads twice as heavy 
as those they had at home and doing just superb work. 

CAC: But not rewarded. 

WW: When people go overseas, they work like dogs and they take their jobs seriously. I don't 
know of a single person in our programs that was cavalier about it. They all pitched in and 
worked like section hands. They come back and ... "You've had a fine time, haven't you? By 
the way, you didn't get a raise last year." 

CAC: That word gets out? 

WW: The word gets out. The very worst of it is that the guys who experience that then come 
back and do the same thing when their fellows go overseas. [laughter] I don't understand this. 
You just cannot build a climate in the departments that would encourage people to do that sort 
of thing. Henry Koffler and I used to go round and round. Henry used to say, "There should 
be no incentive for our faculty members to go overseas other than just their desire to go overseas. 
We don't need an International Programs office. We don't need a budget for the office. We don't 
need grants to that office to encourage people. If it's worthwhile, the departments will have them 
do it and the departments will support them." I said, "Henry, on what planet do you live? 
Departments have their own chores to perform. They're not going to assign part of their funds 
to send somebody overseas on a program overseas." Henry never could quite understand that. 

CAC: There was, in fact, from Mr. Koffler a cutback in the university's commitment? 

WW: There wasn't a quantitative reduction anymore than would have come with the natural 
R&Rs; but, there was a qualitative reduction in that Henry, always professed-he was a jolly little 
fellow; I enjoyed him and liked Henry-such quiet faith that these things happen all by 
themselves anyway and he didn't want to do anything, especially spend any money, to encourage 
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them to be done. The atmosphere changes when that is the case. People begin to sense . . . if 
they're cutting back on small grants for alP [Office of International Programs], then, something 
is a-wind and they're less eager to seek out the opportunity or to respond if you ask them. 

CAC: You say small grants and alP. They were distinct from these larger enterprises we're 
talking about? 

WW: Oh, yes. 

CAC: Say something about the small grant program then. 

WW: When I first went in, we had what would be a scandal now. There was a $10,000 dean's 
reserve fund that the dean could use as he saw strategically fit. There was also a fund for a 
small grants program. Now, the small grants program was conducted with the review boards and 
all the rest, that is, there was control, as there ought to be, and peer judgment. The office ran 
it; but, there were always people from various disciplines there helping us make the decisions. 
I'll finish up the small grants program first. Those grants ran anywhere from $750 to $1500, 
maybe $2000 a grant. 

CAC: What could you do with that kind of money? 

WW: What you could do is you could send somebody to, say, Morocco for two weeks to 
address a specific problem and to accomplish a particular aspect of his research. The research 
program has been going on but he's come to a kind of point where he wants to be there to see 
how these things shape up and what his next step will be; so, boom! he can get over there, and 
get the job done, and come back on a fairly reasonable sum of money. As a matter of fact, 
especially in my tenure, Al Isaacman, for example, got a couple of grants from me to go 
Mozambique to do some research. I could maybe pay his fare, and pay some resident expenses, 
and whatever else. It didn't have to be development. Under my tenure, it began to come back 
to supporting some individual's research overseas as well as program participation. Then, in 
those halcyon days of the slush fund, if somebody got an opportunity in the middle of the year 
suddenly-you have to strike while the iron is hot; if you miss this opportunity, it all goes to 
pieces-and the guy is desperate and what can he do? He knocks on a few doors and hears, 
"Sorry but our funds are gone for the year." He comes, bleeding all over the place to me in alP, 
"Bill, can you help me?" "I think we can." Pow! $500 here to get him where he has to go. 

CAC: You get a good return for a small investment in those cases? 

WW: Absolutely. That was great. 

CAC: You had certain elbow room in doing that? 
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WW: Yes. But then, after a few years, that all evaporated because money was just simply too 
scarce for there to be such things. In such a case, you get a lot of return on your money because 
that person is primed. Everything is ready to go. He's eager, able and what comes from it is 
almost immediate and good. 

CAC: Well! so you come back to the Department of History, your home department and, then, 
within how many years are you connected to, what comes to be, the Austrian Center? 

WW: In the same year I came back. I was still being liaison officer for the university with 
MUCIA and I had to go to Europe for some reason to Spain and then I went on to Vienna. 
While I was in Vienna, I learned of the Austrians' intent to give us this present. 

CAC: Us or someplace? 

WW: Someplace, yes. There had been a committee appointed in Austria. Bruno Kreisky was 
chancellor then. [unclear] Titchler, chairman of the committee; but, the man who was running 
the committee, who was in the Ministry for Science and Research, was an old, old friend of 
mine. I'd known him since the 1950s. They had intended by popular subscription to raise 
enough money to make a gift from the people of Austria to the people of the United States on 
the occasion of our Bicentennial birthday. The question was, what kind of a gift? How does one 
people give another people a gift? Bruno Kreisky himself had thought maybe the best thing to 
do is through some educational institution but in what form, to what purpose, and all the rest? 
Willie Slaug, my friend, who was the secretary of the [unclear] knew I was in Vienna. He called 
me up, "Bill come around. I'd like to talk with you about how you think we might do this sort 
of thing." He and I began to talk about it. I began to tell him that I thought it was a good idea 
to go through a university and I also pointed out that going through a state university, would 
be a lot more appropriate than going through a private university. After all, it's a gift of people 
to people through a socialist government. You can't go to Yale, Harvard, Princeton, or whatever. 
As we talked about the kinds of things that they might expect of a recipient of such a gift, a 
thought struck me. I said, "Hey, Willie, my gosh, Minnesota can do these things." He said, 
"Hell, Minnesota ought to apply for this." He took the proposals to the [unclear] and they agreed 
that these were things that they'd like to have done and what they'd like to do, gift a university, 
and what the university would do with it, and what they'd like to see ... they couldn't require 
but what they'd like to see a university propose. Of course, they made an announcement 
generally to ... 

CAC: They did make a general invitation, a public invitation? 

WW: Oh, yes. 

CAC: How many universities do you suppose responded? Do you know? 

WW: There were about fifteen to twenty, something like that. 
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CAC: Were any of them private universities? 

WW: Ivy, Stanford, UCLA, the Carolinas, Indiana, Columbia ... 

CAC: You had [unclear] a program, a protocol to represent this? 

WW: Right. 

CAC: Who authorized you to do that in this university? 

WW: When I came back, I told Henry ftrst to see if the university would be at all interested. 

CAC: Would be a host. 

WW: Henry was interested in that okay. I talked to [C. Peter] Magrath and he allowed as how 
he would be interested, too; so, I ftgured, okay, it's worthwhile and I talked to Stuart Schwartz 

CAC: Who was by that time chairman of History? 

WW: Right... because Willie and I had thought that-I pointed out to him-if you make a 
grant to a university at large, then, they're going to assign it someplace where it will cause the 
least trouble and bring the greatest beneftt and it may not be the best place for it to be. For 
example, if it had gone to Columbia's East European Institute, Austrian Studies would have been 
as they always had been, the caboose, and the car, and all the rest ... the old empire of 
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Poland, and the rest of them ... primary and Austria would have 
tertiary, or whatever, or worse. I said, "What you ought to do is ask that it be put in some 
department where they'll have an interest in it and it will be reasonably independent ... to serve 
the whole university but it's got a place. I thought the best thing to do was then .. . 

CAC: It might have been Political Science? 

WW: Oh, yes, it might have been. Yes, sure. It wouldn't have mattered so much except that 
Willie and I designed it and why should I design it for somebody else? I designed it for our 
department. I said, "We can assure you it's not going to become sort of an intramural plaything 
in the History Department because we know we want to serve the whole university; but it's a 
good ftrm base though." He understood that. Willie took his degree at UCLA, the ftrst Fulbright 
at UCLA in 1953, and he spent eleven years in New York as the cultural attache. He knew the 
United States. In fact, he was about 115 percent American. His two boys are American citizens, 
born in here in the States. He understood these things. He and a man named Otto Nussbaum, 
who was the secretary of state they called it, the chief offtcer in the chancellor's offtce ... he 
and I then got a proposal together. Then, I told Stuart what we had to do. We couldn't take their 
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proposal and just submit it. We had to write one here; but, I knew what had to be in it for us 
then to be, I'm sure, the most attractive applicant. 

CAC: Wasn't there a divided grant? Didn't some money go somewhere else? 

WW: As it turned out, they got a lot more money than they thought. The Austrian people 
responded with open heart and open hand. 

CAC: I see. 

WW: Instead of $1 million, they got $1,400,000. The principal grant of $1 million came to us. 
There was a fight at the [unclear]. There were some guys there who had been Fulbrighters in 
the States at private universities and were all hopped up about Yale and Stanford. When Kreisky 
came through with Minnesota, their faces fell and they started saying, "You can't do that. That's 
a Midwest university. You want a prestige university." Kreisky stuck to his guns as we wanted 
him to; but, he's an Austrian and Austrians compromise things out. They don't just hit you over 
the head with it; they compromise things out. He said, "What we'll do is we've got this money 
that we thought we'd get. Let's give the grant to Minnesota of $1 million and the $400,000, we'll 
give to Stanford." So, it worked out nicely. It pacified them. Stanford used theirs to conduct 
their sabbatical program. Anybody who went on sabbatical, they'd get an Austrian in to take his 
place. [laughter] We had said-I knew this was what was going to make our's a unique 
application-that we'd not touch the principal. This would be an endowment. We'd establish a 
center, not an exchange program but a Center of Austrian Studies. 

CAC: What kind of income would one get annually in those days from a $1 million 
endowment? 

WW: Fifty-five thousand dollars. 

CAC: It's the old 5 percent rule? 

WW: Now, out on the markets, you'd have gotten three times that much. 

CAC: At that time? 

WW: At that time. Oh, the interest rates were fantastic in those days. Markets ... everything 
was just blooming all over the world; but, our university investment policy was 5 percent and 
you couldn't run a center on that. You couldn't. I fmally persuaded Clint Johnson-good old 
Clint-to break the rules, to take some money out of the general fund, and invest it in short-term 
investments, high-yield bonds. That got us some decent income, up to $75,000 to $80,000. For 
about five years or so, we did that ... enough to get started on. 

CAC: But, you can't do that forever? 

WIlliam Wnght Interview 34 



WW: No, you can't do it forever. Without that, it would have been almost impossible to get a 
decent start because we were determined not to touch the principal. We promised ourselves and 
the Austrians, we weren't going to do that. That's not the idea. The university had promised to 
lend logistical support ... office, lights, and secretary, and whatever else. 

CAC: Administrative overhead. 

WW: But, there was a limit to what the university could do. The only way to do it was to take 
this little deviation to get a decent start. The sum grows in time, too, so that the interest on a 
sum will be greater later on than it is at first. So, we were enabled to make the proper balance 
and get a decent start that way-and we did. 

CAC: Say something about the programs then. You were director from its initiation until 
... ? 

WW: Until 1988. 

CAC: The grant is 1977? 

WW: That's right. 

CAC: You were there ten, eleven years? 

WW: Right. 

CAC: Say something about the programs that were initiated here through the center. 

WW: The most obvious thing was the annual International symposium in Austrian Studies when 
we brought scholars here from Austria and Central Europe and joined with American scholars 
treating various issues in Austrian history and public affairs, Austrian cultural, Austrian 
education, Austrian science, and so on. I got grants for our students at Austrian banks to have 
internships in the summertime ... two at one bank and one at another bank, essentially free 
rides, a full summer learning Central European banking. We established a program with the 
University of Graz for students to go there and study German and also an exchange program of 
professors between Graz and Minnesota. Government money paid for the program. We 
established faculty relationships in exchange with the university of agriculture ... they have a 
special universities, one for agriculture, and one for mining, and so on there ... University of 
Salzburg, University of Graz, University of Vienna, University of Innsbruck and a library 
program. We brought visitors here in various fields giving lectures or seminars, symposia, 
[unclear], the arts, music, and sciences . . . 

[End of Tape 1, Side 2] 
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[Tape 2, Side 1] 

WW: ... the programs [unclear]. Then, we had a couple of Fulbright students come from 
Austria here. We had close association with the Fulbright office in Vienna. My own personal 
relationships had always been close and I simply kept them up as a representative of the center. 
We got some teaching jobs for our students in Austrian high schools through the Fulbright 
program. They had an ancillary program where they'd take young American educational students 
and people in German language studies and let them help teach English in Austria and various 
provinces around. It was an extraordinarily good experience because they are teaching, and they 
are learning something while they're doing it, and they're also bringing some of the American 
culture to even rural Austria. 

CAC: I'm going to interrupt just a second, again, having in mind people listening ten years, 
fifteen years from now. The definition of Austria is the Austrian Republic, as such, and not the 
lands of the old Austrian Empire? 

WW: The Austrian Republic. 

CAC: So, that you can work in Yugoslavia, or Hungary, or ... ? 

WW: No. As a matter of fact, one of the reasons why we got the grant was we made it clear 
that we would focus on what is now the Republic of Austria. Some of the other people, like at 
Indiana, for example, talked about what they were going to do about the old empire and Hungary, 
and [unclear], and the rest. 

CAC: For the folks at Indiana, that was their interest. 

WW: Right, exactly. Then, they talked about it being the Austrian empire, which is fme; but, 
the German-speaking Austrians, the Republic of Austria, has been neglected all of the time since 
and they were hoping that, when they gave such a gift, it would cultivate studies of Austria, not 
the old empire. [laughter] 

CAC: I wanted to clarify that for the future. 

WW: That's right, it was to be about, what is now, the Republic of Austria or its associations 
in the olden days with the empire, too, but the point of departure should be the current Austria. 

CAC: I understand. You ran conferences, too, and workshops? 

WW: Yes, right. 

CAC: And publications? 
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WW: Right. 

CAC: Say something about each of those. 

WW: We brought the Austrian History Yearbook. .. When John Rath retired from Rice 
University, he brought the yearbook, which he had founded, here. We've been publishing it here 
ever since. 

CAC: So, that had to be subsidized out of these grants? 

WW: Yes, that's right. It took some management because these things cost money. 

CAC: You bet. I know you had lots of conferences. 

WW: Oh, yes, right. We had two or three exhibitions of Austrian art and Austrian artists here 
and several musical concerts. 

CAC: Oh. 

WW: We even got a kind of commercial exhibition, which had Austrian textiles, Austrian 
pastries, and whatever else, over in St. Paul. [laughter] When the new Landmark Center opened 
up, we got that. 

CAC: You didn't connect with the Minnesota Orchestra's Sommerfest, which is [unclear] 
Viennese. 

WW: As a matter of fact, that was my idea. 

CAC: Oh, well ... go ahead. 

WW: Right in the very beginning, a woman named Irma Wochler-maybe you've met her-who 
was a reporter and she was there and she saw the ceremony. She was enamored with the idea 
of Austria giving a gift and the center and all the rest. She [unclear] sort of a person in the 
community who was hopeful that we could do things and she'd help us do these things. She 
knew the people at the Minnesota Orchestra. I knew the annotator who writes the programs, 
Mary Ann ... 

CAC: Mary Ann Feldman. 

WW: I used to teach with her in humanities. One time, I was saying to Wochler, "There are 
all kinds of summer festivals around. Austria is the land of music. There ought to be an 
Austrian festival someplace. We have the Austria Center here. Why don't we drop the word to 
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the Minnesota Orchestra?" So, we did. Mary Ann Feldman [sound of snap of fingers] thought 
it was great. [Richard] Cisek picked it up and the next thing you know, we've got a Sommerfest. 

CAC: It's still going on. 

WW: It's still going on, yes, right. We didn't do it but ... 

CAC: I understand. 

WW: ... we brought the idea. We sat around and consulted with them the fIrst two or three 
times they met. After that, they carried the ball. 

CAC: All right. The Theater Department here takes credit for the Guthrie [Theater] and 
properly so, right? 

WW : Yes, right. 

CAC: These connections with the arts are really very important. 

WW: Come to think about it, in Music, I took a couple of our choral groups to Austria, and had 
them perform there, and got them on Austrian radio. They did very well, too, by the way. The 
Austrians appreciated it. In, I think, every imaginable fIeld, we had something that happened 
between Austria and Minnesota. 

CAC: Is there an Austrian community of Austrian-Americans? We know there are German
Americans but are there Austrian-Americans who identify themselves as such? 

WW: There are a few but not many around here. There are more in New York, and in southern 
California, and in San Francisco. 

CAC: So, you couldn't build on that kind of a . " You've never been able to exploit that 
connection? 

WW: No, no. There are a few very able and loyal ones, yes, but ten, maybe. There's no 
community out there of Austrians. I didn't tell the Austrians about that. [laughter] What I 
pointed out to Bruno Kreisky was that we were a state university, not a private university. We 
were in the middle of the county, equidistant practically. We were in the heartland of the United 
States. 

CAC: Like Austria is in the heartland of Europe, right? 

WW: Exactly. I said, "People in New York are New Yorkers. People in San Francisco are San 
Franciscans. But, we are Americans. We are the throbbing heart of America. Besides that, 
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there's an axis of Austrian interest in this country at Minnesota, Chicago, the University of 
lllinois, the St. Louis University, at two universities in Louisiana. Right through the heart of the 
country, we've got this Austrian interest. 

CAC: A great valley of democracy. 

WW: Right. Then, I said, "We're going to establish a center. It will be continuing. It won't 
be a program that will be exhausted in three, or four, or five years. It will be continuing forever 
and ever. By an endowment, it will go on and on. It would be inappropriate to have a people, 
through a socialist government, give a gift to a some elite eastern private schoo1." That got some 
chuckles but it worked. [laughter] 

CAC: That's an engaging story, as all of your stories have been. You've had a mixed career. 
I've talked to so many people now the last ten weeks and so many of them don't have a 
traditional longitudinal career. It zigzags all around the place. If we were on video tape instead 
of just an oral tape, the listener could be a viewer and see the enthusiasm of the body language. 
The International Programs and the Austrian programs were hard work; but then, they're in every 
way as rewarding as anything you did? 

WW: Very, very ... indeed. I don't think I could have found anything more wholly engaging 
than that. 

CAC: You said early, you see, that Minnesota was a good place to come as you thought back 
upon your career. I think, now, it becomes more clear why that was the case. 

WW: Absolutely. All kinds of things happen. 

CAC: The university was hospitable and permitted you, encouraged you, and gave you the 
means to do these things. 

WW: Right. Not every institution would have done that probably. 

CAC: No. 

WW: I wouldn't want to change things. One fly in the anointment was that in doing these things 
... every time I took over something, it was in deep trouble or it was just beginning. So, it 
required absolute consuming devotion and attention. Most people can take an administrative job 
and have time and still do a little scholarly work on the side. I was always fighting fires 
someplace and there was just no time to do anything. I thoroughly enjoyed the total immersion 
of these jobs but ... 

CAC: It's at a cost? 
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WW: ... at a cost. Right. 

CAC: A personal cost ... a family cost. 

WW: Yes, yes. [sigh] It meant being away a lot. 

CAC: And a career cost, too. 

WW: Career cost, yes. But, the cost bought something. 

CAC: We're reflecting now as we're coming toward the end of our agenda here. I guess I'm not 
asking you to name persons; but, were there persons in the university community that went out 
of their way to be helpful, to facilitate these programs that you were engaged in? 

WW: [sigh] 

CAC: Where did you look for real support? 

WW: Don Smith ... I could always count on. Al Link was a stalwart man. 

CAC: In your days, Al Link was on the St. Paul campus, but in what capacity? 

WW: No, he was on this campus. 

CAC: Oh, that's right. He was the associate vice-president? 

WW: Yes. 

CAC: It was his St. Paul connections that would have helped with the International Programs? 

WW: Yes, indeed. 

CAC: Presidents themselves were no more than nominally involved? I'm not expecting they 
should be but ... 

WW: No. Magrath was good. Magrath did what I asked him to do with MUCIA, for example, 
and did it willingly and with enthusiasm, so he helped. [Kenneth] Keller had so many irons in 
the fire, he couldn't be as helpful as he might otherwise have been. It wasn't because he was not 
willing, but there's a limit to what a man can do with the time he has. 

CAC: Sure. 
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WW: [Malcolm] Mac Moos was [unclear]. Mac wouldn't even do what he was asked to do. 
In fact, I ended up with Mac Moos in the airport in Jakarta and he didn't have a visa for 
Indonesia. [laughter] 

CAC: [laughter] 

WW: Yes, it was always Don Smith. Fred Lukermann was good, too, but Don Smith and Al 
Link were ... 

CAC: I ask because for projects like this, there has to be somebody upstairs that forwards ... 

WW: Who understands what you're doing and has sufficient judgment to realize that a given 
thing may be worth some effort and will give it the effort. That means they have to choose 
. " to prefer helping me to somebody else. They, too, have only limited time and energies. 
I could always count on those two. They were very, very good ... very good. 

CAC: Yours has been an honest recitation, not that others have not been, but you've seen the 
downsides as well as the upsides of these things; and it adds a dimension to the understanding 
of what the university was in the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s that fills a very important gap. 

WW: We did a lot of very good things with a lot of enthusiasm and a lot of good people on 
diminishing resources. I wish the people of this state ... 

CAC: There's the word. I keep hearing this, too ... diminishing resources starting just in the 
mid 1970s. 

WW: That's right. Yet, there was unflagging application of energy, skill, abilities, and will that 
kept on accomplishing things beyond what they ought to have. I wish the people in the state 
... I wish the people in the legislature could understand what a bargain they get when they buy 

people like Don Smith and Al Link. When I can pick up the phone at ten o'clock on Sunday 
morning and he's in the office working and you assume that and he is ... 

CAC: [laughter] That's why we lost Don Smith. He goes to a higher position. 

WW: Right. You can't buy that. That has to be given. 

CAC: Yes. Thank you very much for coming in, Bill, and sharing this. 

WW: You are welcome. 

[End of Tape 2, Side 1] 

[End of the Interview] 
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