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Spotliglit on Program Eu0 luotion-In This Issue 
For those of us working to improve the lives of children and families, one of the 
most pressing issues today is how to evaluate our efforts-how to demonstrate 
that we are doing what we say we are doing and that it really makes a difference. 
Because promoting good evaluation is a primary objective for the Consortium, we 
are devoting this issue of Consortium Connections to the topic. In our lead 
article, Laura Bloomberg presents a broad and comprehensive overview of what 
evaluation is and should be. John Romano brings the concepts to life with a 
summary of findings from his evaluation of an innovative school personnel training 
program. And Aimee Reedy's article provides important lessons in linking evalua
tion to policy development. 

This newsletter is only one of the Consortium's tools for promoting new ways of 
thinking about evaluation. In this issue you will find a registration form for a con
ference on evaluation which the Consortium is sponsoring with the MN Chapter 
of the American Evaluation Association this spring. The conference will be an 
exciting opportunity to hear about model evaluation designs and to explore with 
others how to conduct evaluations that will help us be more effective in addressing 
the needs of young people and families . Also, the Consortium Electronic 
Clearinghouse is a dynamic resource for sharing information about evaluation. Let 
us know when you discover new approaches or good resources on evaluation and 
we will see that the ideas reach others who can use them. 
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Laura Bloomberg, Assistant Director, Institute on Community Integration 

Well-planned and implemented evaluation is coordinated with the vision 
of the program, the context in which services are provided, the goals and 
activities of the program and the program outcomes. Program evaluation 
is the glue that binds the program together, the helm that steers that 
program on the course defined by its vision, and the anchor that keeps 
the program in touch with consumers, funding agencies, and the com
munity. When approached from a broad perspective, program evaluation 
can provide a strategy to unify and focus all of the activities within a 
program. (Szymanski, E. [1992] Making Evaluation Work for You, pi.) 

A comprehensive evaluation system is a vital component of any human service
related program that seeks to meet community needs. While many human service 
professionals understand the importance of evaluation, both for improving 
service delivery and for explaining what programs do, there is still a lot of confu
sion about the "how" and the "what" of program evaluation. The following 

contin ued on page 8 
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Enhancing Student Well-Being: 
School Personnel Training fotr Alcohol and Drug Prevention 
John L. Romano, Assoc. Professor, Educational Psychology, College of Education, U of MN @ 
During the last three summers, 118 Minnesota elementary and secondary school 
educators have received in-service-training through a three week Institute entitled 
"Enhancing Student Well-Being." While a major focus of the Institute is on the pre
vention of alcohol and other drug use, the Institute takes a comprehensive approach 
to the issues of youth, recognizing that problem behaviors of youth are often inter
related. Institute curriculum topics include model prevention programs, relationships 
between alcohol/drug use, sexual acting out and violent behavior, adolescent devel
opment, parent and family involvement, educator stress and burnout, leadership, 
and program evaluation. The Institute offers an opportunity for educators to not 
only receive information and discuss issues of importance, but also to work together 
in project development teams. Educators, who come to the Institute in school teams, 
are required to develop a prevention project during the Institute which they can 
implement in their building during the next school year. Therefore, the Institute 
takes an applied and action oriented approach, and the educators leave the Institute 
with a project which is important to their school community. The Institute, under the 
direction of John Romano, faculty member in the Department of Educational 
Psychology, has been made possible through training grants received from the U.S. 
Department of Education's Drug Free Schools and Communities Program. 

The Institute evaluations have focused on four aspects: new knowledge gained by par
ticipants; changes in educator self-efficacy related to implementing student well-being 
projects; educator satisfaction with goals, content, and activities of the Institute; and 
impact of projects developed during the Institute on the school community the fol
lowing year. Measures of knowledge-gained and self-efficacy are administered pre and 
post Institute and at four month (knowledge) and eight month (self-efficacy) follow-up. 
Measures of satisfaction are given at the end of the Institute and at 10 month follow
up. At the end of the school year, impact of the prevention project on the school 
community is assessed. All of the evaluation questionnaires, which allow for the col
lection of both qualitative and quantitative data, were developed specifically for the 
Institute. Results for the previous two years ('91 and '92) showed that compared to a 
control group of similar educators, knowledge increased as a result of the Institute and 
was maintained at four month follow-up. The self-efficacy que,;tionnaire showed sig
nificant changes in educator confidence in their ability to perform skills related to pre
vention programs, and this confidence was maintained at eight month follow-up. 
Follow-up data collected from each school team at the end of the school year revealed 
that the majority of the school prevention projects developed during the summer were 
successfully implemented (86% in '92 and 8 1% in '93), and that the projects facili
tated change in their schools (93% in '92 and 68% in '93). Some of the specific 
changes that were noted included more parent/family involvement in school func
tions, greater teacher and parent involvement in drug education/prevention pro
grams, and fewer student incidents of cigarette, alcohol, and drug use. 

Participant satisfaction with the Institute have been uniformly high, even at 10 
month follow-up. Participants valued the range of topics, quality of presenters, the 
applied focus of the Institute, and the opportunity to engage in project development 
away from the hectic schedule of the school year. One participant described the 
Institute as "essential for educators of the 90's." 

The Institute will be offered again this summer from June 14-30 from 8 am to 12 
noon on the University of MN campus. School teams are invited to submit applica
tions (space is limited due to funding restrictions) prior to April 22. Institute partici
pants receive academic credit plus a stipend for their participation. Call Elisabeth 
Nealy, Counseling and Student Personnel Psychology Program, for further informa
tion and an application (612/624-6827). 
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Questions that Shape Program Evaluation: An Overview continued from page 1 
Program Evaluation Strategies 
Laura Bloomberg 

The following evaluation questions are 
derived from The Evaluator's Handbook , 
(Sage Publications, 1987), and Making 
Evaluation Work for You, (Univ. of Texas 
at Austin, 1992). They are typically used in 
developing program evaluation plans and 
in providing a monitoring mechanism for 
ongoing evaluation of long-term programs. 

Needs Assessment 
• What are the goals of the program? 
• How can goal priorities be determined? 
• Is there agreement on the goals from all 

groups? 
• To what extent are these goals being met? 
0 What are the areas in which the program 

is most seriously failing to achieve goals? 

Program Implementation 
• How many participants and staff are 

taking part? 
• ls the program running on schedule? 
• Is the program being implemented accor

ding to plan? If not, why? Is this important? 
• How are time, money, and personnel 

allocated in the program? 
• What activities do participants in the 

program become involved in? 

Goal Achievement 
• What are the goals of the program? 
• How can they be measured? 

Formative Evaluation 
• What are the goals and objectives? 
0 What are the program's most important 

characteristics? 
• Why should these particular activities 

meet the stated goals? 
• Do the activities lead to goal achievement? 
• What programs are available as 

alternatives to this program? 
• How effective is this program in 

comparison to other programs? 
• How costly is the program? 

Systemic change 
• What changes in permanent structures 

have occurred or are occurring as a result 
of this program? 

• What policies have changed or are 
changing as a result of this program? 

e How has the behavior of key stakeholders 
at an administrative and implementation 
level changed as a result of this program? 

0 What strategies have been most effective 
for actively involving ALL stakeholders in 
implementation and decision-making? 

" What resources (financial, in-kind, or 
other) have been leveraged as a result of 
this program? 

overview sheds some light on the primary functions of program evaluation and 
some of the major components included in most evaluation models. 

Evaluation Purposes and Functions 

Good evaluation systems can fulfill many functions, including: 

• Documentation of the processes and activities involved in the program. 
• Measurement and documentation of the extent to which program activities are 

based on the organization's stated goals. 
• Provision of ongoing feedback regarding the effectiveness of program strategies 

and practices. 
• Measurement and documentation of the impact the program has on constitu

ents, including service recipients, recipients' families, service providers, and 
other identified community members. 

• Measurement and documentation of the extent to which program activities lead 
to long term changes in the organization's structure or practices. 

Key Components of Evaluation Models 

Good evaluation systems typically use multiple information collection strategies 
over a period of time. The strategies must be flexible and multi-dimensional, just 
as the evaluation system itself must remain flexible and evolve as the program it 
seeks to measure evolves. Thus, there is no single prescription for evaluation that 
applies equally well to all human-service-related programs. There are, however, 
some components that remain common to most evaluation models: 

1) Evaluation models shoulrl include both formative and summative components. 

Evaluative information should be available on an ongoing (sometimes informal) 
basis to inform program decision-making and to address questions about how 
the program can be improved (jormative evaluation). It is often important, 
however, to formally summarize program activities, outcomes, and impact as 
well (summative evaluation). Formative evaluation is often most helpful to 
program implementers and planners, while summative evaluation is often most 
relevant to program funders , external supporters, and interested constituents. 

2) Evaluation models should include both quantitative and qualitative information. 

The identification of quantitative outcomes and outcome indicators that are 
both valued by the community and related to the work and goals of the 
program is a key component. While many desired outcomes could take years 
to measure, interim indicators of projected outcomes can be identified and 
measured. Although some information about human service-related outcomes 
and indicators already exists, determination of specific program outcomes is a 
process that should include a wide-range of constituents. This assures an array 
of measures that are culturally relevant and valued by the community, while still 
being scientifically sound measures of success-related outcomes. 

Some of the most important evaluative information is gleaned from qualitative 
processes, including interviews, focus groups, informal discussion, and surveys. 
The perspectives of key stakeholders, including service providers , primary 
service recipients, and families, provide important insights into the successes 
and barriers of a program. 

3) The evaluation process must be participatory. 

Although program evaluations are typically coordinated by a lead evaluator (or 
a small team), the process must actively include a wide range of key partici
pants. Since the process of evaluation is really one of close examination, it 
stands to reason that several sets of eyes and ears are better than one. Thus, 
the evaluation must be action-oriented and participatory. 
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family Impact Project: Linking Evaluation to Policy Development 
Aimee Reedy, Consultant to the Family Impact Project 

The Family Impact Project is a policy in which they are located, the environ-
development project that grew out of the ment in which they operate, and the 
McKnight Foundation's Aid To Families In funders on whom the depend are also 
Poverty (RP) initiative. This article pro- committed to these same principles. 
vides a brief background on the McKnight • Program directors, direct service staff 
FIP initiative and then describes the and organizational administrators need 
Family Impact Project, illustrating the link training and technical assistance to set up 
between evaluation and policy. and work with such flexible approaches. 

Between 1988 and 1993, McKnight • Flexible, developmental, and responsive 
funded 34 projects in the Twin Cities area programs, if they are to remain that way, 
with the goal of improving the lives of call for evaluation designs that are also 
families who live in poverty. Four clusters flexible and developmental. Rigid evalua-
of projects were funded: comprehensive tion designs will either undercut projects 
programs; effective parenting/family sta- or lose their relevance as projects shift. 

bility programs; programs to broaden • Modest first steps - arresting decline and 
support for child care; and programs to developing a sense of direction and com-
enhance employment opportunities and mitrnent to making progress - are impor-
income. All programs were required to tant and valid outcomes for participating 
participate in an evaluation for which spe- families. The needs these projects attemp-
cific funding was allocated. A final evalua- ted to meet are substantial and complex. 
tion report was prepared. The full report, 
The Aid To Families In Poverty Prag- An additional key lesson learned from the 

FIP evaluation is that the "dissemination ram, A Synthesis of Themes, Patterns 
and Lessons Learned, will be on the of model programs, public policy educa-
Consortium Electronic Clearinghouse. tion and advocacy require special skills 

Four major lessons learned from initiative: 

• Staff and programs are most likely to be 
flexible and responsive when the agencies 

and resources that are not an inherent 
part of most projects." To a large extent, 
the FIP initiative did not address institu
tional change. This void was discussed at 

Consortium Update 
Fraser Gives Speech/Receives Award 
On September 29, 1993, Mayor Donald Fraser 
presented a speech "Building Families, Strengthening 
Communities," for the Consortium. Prior to his speech 
Mayor Fraser was given the Consortium's 2nd Annual 
Award for Outstanding Service on Behalf of Families. 
U of MN Regent, Jean Keffeler, presented the award. 

In his speech, Fraser noted how the health of a community is intricately tied to the 
capacity of the community to nurture its children, youth, and families. Fraser gave 
examples of what policy changes need to take place at a national, state, school, and 
community level in order to improve the lives of children and families. His suggestions 
included: making sliding fee child care an entitlement for all families, initiating voluntary 
day-long kindergarten beginning at age 3, having good quality programs that strengthen 
families in the community, and encouraging support networks in neighborhoods. 
Editors note: Copies of Mayor Fraser's speech are available upon request from the Consortium 
office, and the speech is on the Consortium Electronic ClearinghousP. . 

1,]. 00 !Bo.oks Collected for Children 

Chi Psy (the U of MN Child Psychology student organization) and the Consortium held 
the 3rd Annual Food for Thought Holiday Book Drive. Over 1, 100 books were collected 
in the Twin Cities. The books were distributed to children through family shelters a:-;::l 
social service agencies that work with families in need. Thanks to everyone who donated 
books and who helped to ma: e this effort successful! 

the final McKnight conference which ~ 
brought together all of the FIP projects. \!1 
The FIP funded projects identified public 
policy as critical to their ability to effec-
tively address issues of poverty, and thus 
established a committee to identify the 
policy implications derived from The 
McKnight Foundation's FIP evaluation. 

With additional funding from McKnight, 
this group is now a formal coalition known 
as the Family Impact Project. The coalition 
of 30 or so public and non-profit organiza
tions exists to disseminate the lessons 
learned from McKnight's FIP initiative, 
extract the policy implications from those 
lessons, and develop and implement policy 
strategies. A unique feature of the Family 
Impact Project is the creation of a policy 
development model which depends upon 
the direct and ongoing input of program 
staff and families who are experiencing 
poverty. Family Impact Project is seeking 
opportunities to further disseminate the 
lessons learned from the FIP initiative. For 
more information about the project or to 
request a presentation of lessons learned, 
contact Aimee Reedy, 507 /645-5098 or 
Laura Kadwell, Children's Defense Fund-
MN 612/227-6121. 

MN Children's Summit 
On October 28 the Consortium co
sponsored a Children's Summit which 
brought together leaders from through
out the state for a day long research
based, action oriented discussion about 
what really makes a difference for 
children. The highlights of this Summit 
are being produced into a 40 minute 
videotape that will be used statewide to 
promote similar discussions. The next 
issue of Consortium Connections will 
include a summary of what evolved from 
the Summit and information on obtaining 
a copy of the video. Below is a picture of 
City Songs, who brought the Summit to 
a musical close. 
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ild·ng Effective Child and Family Programs: 
Research and Evaluation Perspectives 

Wednesday, April 13 & Thursday, April 14, 1994 
Thunderbird Hotel and Convention Center, Bloomington, MN 

A Conference Sponsored by 

Children, Youth, and Family Consortium, University of Minnesota 

MN Chapter American Evaluation Association 

Co-Sponsors 

Search Institute, PATH, Wilder Research Center 

ABOUT THE CONFERENCE 

Evaluations are critical to the success of 
programs serving children and families. 
They can point out strengths and 
weaknesses in programs, give direction for 
changes in programming, and are essential 
for future funding of programs. The 
following are the goals of this conference: 

CONFERENCE GOALS 

• To bring together people around the 
issues of building effective services and 
programs for children, youth, and families. 

• To facilitate networking among people 
with diverse perspectives, from program 
development, evaluation, funding/ 
accountability, and policy making. 

• To provide opportunities to improve skills 
related to doing and using research and 

Registration Form 
Please Print and fill out both sides 

evaluation in children, youth, and fami ly 
services and programs. 

• To increase awareness of critical issues 
and new directions in evaluation of 
children, youth, and family services and 
programs. 

• To help the participants of the 
conference identify and begin to formulate 
a common agenda for research and 
evaluation in children, youth, and family 
issues for the 90's. 

WHO SHOULD COME 

Staff from public and non-profit 
organizations serving children and 
families; evaluators, researchers, pol icy 
makers, and others interested in children 
and family issues and evaluation. 

• CEUs have been applied for. 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 

Michael Q. Patton, Ph.D., April 13 
The Future of Evaluation in Programs 
Serving Children and Families 

Michael Patton is Director of Utilization
Focused Information and Training; on the 
Faculty of Union Institute Graduate 
School; Past President, of the American 
Evaluation Association; and author of 
Utilization Focused Evaluation. 

Karen Pittman, April 14 
Promoting the Positive: A Framework 
for Defining and Marketing Positive 
Youth Outcomes 

Karen Pittman directs the Center for Youth 
Development and Policy Research at the 
Academy of Educational Development in 
Washington, DC. She previously served 
as Director, Adolescent Pregnancy 
Prevention Policy Division, Children's 
Defense Fund. 

Registration Deadline - March 15 
(no refunds issued after this date) 

Name (First & Last ) _____________ _ Daytime Phone _____________ _ 

Position ___________________ _ Agency or Affiliation ____________ _ 

Street Address ________________ _ City______ State __ _ Zip ___ _ 

Registration Fees 
Please check one 
__ $60 2-Day Conference Registration 

__ $40 2-Day Student Registration 

__ $35 Wednesday only 

__ $35 Thursday only 

Make checks payable to Wilo'or Research Center. 

Sessions - Skills Workshops and Paper Presentations 
Please check one choice for each session. See reverse side for options 
Session I a. Session II f. Session Ill 

b. _g. 

C. h. 

d. 

e. 
i. 

_j. 

k. 

I. 

m. 

Mail check and registration form to: Wilder Research Center, 1295 Bandana Blvd. N., Suite 2 10, St. Paul, MN 55108 

For further information ca!! Marilyn Conrad at 612/647-4603 



Conference Agenda 
Wednesday, April 13 Thursday, April 14 

9:00 - 10:00 am Registration 8:00 - 9:00 am Registration 
10:00 am - Noon Keynote Address 

Michael Q. Patton, Ph.D. 
8:30 - 10:15 am Keynote Address 

Karen Pittman 
The Future of Evaluation in Programs 
Serving Children and Families 

Reaction Panel to follow Presentation 

Noon - 1 :15 pm Luncheon/Round Table Discussions 

1 :30 - 3: 15 pm Session I - Skill Workshops/Presentations 

3: 15 - 3:30 pm Break 

3:30 - 5:00 pm Session II - Skill Workshops/Presentations 

5:00 - 7:00 pm Resource & Information Exchange 
and Reception 

Skill Workshops & Paper Presentations 

10:30 am - Noon 

Noon - 2:30 pm 

Promoting the Positive: A Framework 
for Defining and Marketing Positive 
Youth Outcomes 

Reaction Panel to follow Presentation 

Session Ill - Skill Workshops/ Presentations 

Luncheon and Closing Panel: 
Forging New Links: Research and 
Community Roles in Building Effective 
Programs for Children and Families 

There will be three opportunities to attend workshops or presentations. Indicate on the registration form which sections you want to attend. 

Session I - Skill Workshops & Paper Presentation 

a. Everything You Need to Know When 
Hiring an Evaluator (skill) 

b. Making Sense of Focus Group Data (skill) 
c. Lessons Learned in Evaluating Early 

Childhood Education Programs (papers) 
d. Perspectives on Defining and Using 

Outcome Measures (papers) 
e. Ethnocultural Issues in Evaluation 

(panel) 

Hotel Information 
We do have special rates at the 
Thunderbird Hotel for those who would 
like to stay overnight. For hotel 
reservations call 1-800-328-1931. 
Reservations must be made by March 29 
to get the listed prices. 

Session II - Skill Workshops & Paper Presentation 

f. Getting to Outcome Indicators (skill) 
g. Evaluating Child Abuse Prevention Efforts 

(papers) 
h. Understanding the Process, Outcomes, and 

Political Context of Community 
Collaborations (papers) 

i. Funders' Perspectives on Evaluation in a 
Changing Environment (panel) 

Daily Rates are $67 single 
(tax not included) $73 double occupancy 

$6 each additional adult 

Facilities are accessible to handicapped 
persons. 

RESOURCE EXCHANGE OPPORTUNITY 

Session Ill - Skill Workshops & Paper Presentation 

j. Using Qualitative Evaluation to Guide 
Program Development (skill) 

k. Foster and Adoptive Parenting: What 
Makes Them Work? (papers) 

I. Evaluating a Multi-Program Poverty 
Initiative: A Focus on Utilization (papers) 

m. The Dual Challenge: Getting the Right 
Data and Using It for Effective Action 
(panel) 

On Wednesday, April 13, 1994, an opportunity to exchange Research and Evaluation interests, needs, materials and 
information will be offered from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. An invitation is extended to nonprofit agencies, interested 
individuals and all University departments to attend. To reserve a table for an exhibit, please indicate below. 
Reception and cash bar. 

__ Yes, I would like a table at the Resource Exchange 
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Behind From the Start - An 
alarming number of children who 
began kindergarten in Minnesota this 
fall may never graduate from high 
school. These children are at risk 
because they are beginning school with 
inadequate nutrition, health care, and 
early childhood education. These are 
the findings of the latest Minnesota 
KIDS COUNT report. 

The report, "Behind From the 
Start", details county-by-county, the 
number of children enrolled in Head 
Start, receiving WIC assistance, and 
fully immunized by age two. The 
report lists specific actions 
Minnesotans can take to make these 
proven programs accessible to more 
children. For a full copy of the KIDS 
COUNT report "Behind from the 
Start" call 612/870-3660. The 
report is a cooperative effort of the 
Children's Defense Fund-MN and 
Congregations Concerned for 
Children. Data are from the MN 
Department of Jobs and Training and 
MN Department of Health. 

The Center for Early Education 
and Development, U of MN, will hold 
the 1994 Minnesota Round Table 
called Prevent Violence-For Kids' 
Sake on Friday and Saturday, May 20 -
21. Co-sponsor for the event is the 
National Association for the Education 
of Young Children (NAEYC). 

The conference will be in Brooklyn 
Park, MN, and will feature nationally 
known experts. Participants will help 
formulate suggestions to encourage pro
fessionals who work with children to get 
involved in primary prevention of vio
lence. To request an invitation write to 
CEED/U of M, 51 E. River Rd. , Mpls. , 
MN 55455. Attendance limited to 250. 

A new video "Heroes: Growing Up 
Female & Strong" is now available 
from the Melpomene Institute for 
Women's Health Research. This video 
originally aired as a documentary on 
KARE 1V. Themes suggest areas where 
we can help girls examine their self
esteem and their future choices. Hosts 
Joan Steff end and Dana Younkin 
explore the feelings, perceptions and 
stereotypes behind the research and 
share 4 stories of everyday heroes. A 
curriculum with the same title is also 
available. (Cost - $24.95 for video and 
curriculum.) For more information call 
Linda Feltes at 612/642-1951. 

Working Families- Bigger Tax Refunds in 1994! 

The Consortium, as a member of the MN Alliance for Children, is working to get the 
word out on tax credits that can benefit working families. The federal Earned Income 
Credit and the state Working Family Credit can provide up to $2,710 more dollars 
in a family's budget, even if the family owes no taxes! Refund amounts depend on 
family size and income; last year's average refund was $960. 

Who is eligible? 
Families earning between $1 - $23,050 in 1993 with at least one child (including a 
foster child, step child or grandchild) living at home are eligible. Even families that 
earn too little to owe federal income tax or had no tax taken out of their paychecks 
may be eligible. 

To receive the credits families must: 
c File for the Earned Income Credit on the federal tax form and 
e The Working Family Credit on the state tax form. 

Free help! 
Eligible families can get free help in applying for their credits from trained volunteers 
at many sites in Minnesota. For locations call 297-3724 or 297-3725 in the Twin 
Cities or 1-800-652-9094 from other parts of Minnesota. For 24-hours-a-day infor
mation on how the tax credits work, call 296-641 7 in the Twin Cities area or 1-
800-937-KIDS in other parts of Minnesota. People with hearing or communication 
impairments can call 1-800-829-4059 for TDD. 

Violence and Its Prevention is the 
2nd part of a series offered by the U of 
MN's School of Social Work and 
Professional Development and Confer
ence Services, CEE. Sessions include: 

0 Healthy Adolescent Development (Feb. 16) 
• Developmental Issues and Violence Against 

Adolescents (Feb. 17) 
• Adolescents as Victims and Swvivors of Sexual 

A'>5ault, Bullying, Harassment, and Street 
Violence (March 9) 

• Adolescents as Perpetrators of Sexual Assault, 
Bullying, Harassment, and Street Violence 
(March 10) 

0 Adolescents with Disabilities: Strategies for 
Improving Professional Competence (April 14) 

All program sessions will be at Earle 
Brown Center, U of MN, St. Paul 
campus. CEU's are available. Cost $395 
for all sessions, or $90 per day. For info 
contact Chris Carlstrom 612/625-1520. 

Tum Off the Violence offers a 
communication skills workshop led by 
Sylvia Haskvits. It offers simple and 
effective communications techniques 
teaching ways to express feelings 
without attacking others and looks at 
mutually beneficial negotiating. For loca
tion, cost, more info call the TOV 
Hotline 612-593-8041. 

Now you can get current information 
on what you can do for children! The 
Child Advocates Hot Line is a new 
service provided by Congregations 
Concerned for Children, Children's 
Defense Fund, and Child Care Works 
and has been made possible by a contri
bution from St. Luke Presbyterian 
Church in Minnetonka. Call 1-800-626-
6108 on a touch tone phone and hear: 

°ዧ� Current actions you can take for children 

• What the results of your actions are 
• Child Advocates events - press confer-

ences, rallies and workshops 

You will also have an opportunity to leave a 
message about a successful children's 
project, action, or event in your community. 
During the legislative session the messages 
will be updated weekly. 

Child Advocates 
Hot Line 

1-800-626-6108 
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C nsort·um ale ar 
February 24 Youth Policy Forum on Southeast Asian Issues, 2-4:30 pm at the West 

River Place Conference Center m Minneapolis. Sponsored by Search Institute For more 
info call Bek! Saito or Laura Krump at 612/376-8955 

February 26 Parenting Works , a special senes on parenting. will air on Channel 2 at 
3 pm This episode will focus on what to do when kids get out of hand (Also airs on 
Channel 17 at 9 pm on February 28 and at 5 pm on March 2 ) 

March 9 12-1 pm. Managing the Transitions of Life Noontime se.nes sponsored by 
CEE and the Consortium Speakers include Dale Blyth, Se,ll'ch Institute, and Joyce 
Weinshenner, University Counseling President's Room (3rd floor), Coffman Union, U of 
MN For more info call the Consortium at 612/626-1212 

March 13 Marti Enckson and Free Spirit will present a concert at 7 :30 pm, at the 
Great American History Theatre in St Paul (in the old wing of the Science Museum) A 
reception will follow to celebrate the release of the group's new recording, "Light of My 
Life ~ For ticket info, call 612/292-4323 

Apnl 13-14 Ev-aluabon Conference (see pages 5 &6) 

April 15 Children m the Shadows The Fate of Children m Neglecting Families All 
day conference sponsored by the Center for Advanced Studies in Quid Welfare, School 
of Social Work, U of MN Speakers include Jeanne Giovannoni, UCLA. Diana English, 
Washington State, and Byron Egeland, U of MN. For more information contact Chns 
Carlstrom at 612/626-1520 

April 18 The 3rd Annual MN Organi?.a.tion on Adolescent Pregnancy, Prevention and 
Parenting (MOAPP) Conference will be held at the Earle Brown Center, U of MN. St Paul 
Campus For details contact Theresa Winger at 612/296-6550. 

April (date to be announced) Youth Policy Forum on Experiential Leaming sponsored by 
Search Institute Fo1 more information call Beki Saito or Laura Krump at 612/376-8955 

May 20-2] MN Round Table - Prevent Violence-For Kids ' Sake (details page 7) 

Subrmt entries for ca/endm to the Consortium off,ce Deadline for May newslet ter 1s Apnl 15 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

Children, Youth, and Family Consortium 
12 McNeal Hall, 1985 Buford Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55108 
(612) 626-1212 

Who is the Consortium? 

Bob Blum, M.D., Professor and Director of 
the Adolescent Health Program at the U of 
MN, is a founding members of the 
Consortium's Steering Committee. Bob is an 
eloquent spokesperson for children and youth 
issues and he brings and important public 
health perspective to the Consortium's 
efforts. 

Katie O'Brien, Project Facilitator of The 
Village Project in Stil11,1,ater, serves as Co
chair for the Advocacy Work Group. Katie 
brings extraordinary energy, commitment and 
innovation to her roles in advocating for chil
dren. 

Laura Bloomberg, the Assistant Director of 
the Institute on Community Integration, U of 
MN, is a member of the Research Work 
Group and one of the driving forces behind 
the Consortium and MN AEA's spring evalua
tion conference. 

John Couchman, Senior Program Specialist 
for The St. Paul Foundation recently joined 
the Consortium's Steering Committee. John 
has spearheaded the MN Alliance for 
Children's efforts to disseminate information 
about the Earned Income and Working 
Family Tax Credits. 

And the Consortium is you! 
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