
EIDEM HOMESTEAD
ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAMMING FOR THE HISTORIC

BACKGROUND
Eidem Homestead is a 15-acre historical farm located in 
Brooklyn Park, Minnesota just north of 610 off of Noble Pkwy. 
A variety of historical and recreational activities incorporate the 
historic facilities and equipment while inviting visitors to 
imagine what life was like as a Norwegian immigrant farmer at 
the turn of the 20th century. The city is in the process of 
creating a new master plan to create more interest in the 
location among its increasingly diverse adult population. 

METHODS
As part of Designing the Adult Education Program course, 
we explored the Integrative Program Planning Model, which
helped direct our research. By exploring potential adult 
education programs, as well as a field visit to the Homestead 
itself, we were able to examine the potential for growth in 
programming at Eidem Homestead.  

FIRST STEPS
Create steering committee  

Comprised of community members and stakeholders  
Draft mission / vision statement 
Propose and explore potential programming 
Evaluate successes and areas for growth 
Gauge community interest in expanded, accessible facilities

6 POTENTIAL PROGRAMS
We developed six potential programs as recommendations that could be 
implemented using the current facilities. All would benefit from updates.

MAINTAINING GROWTH

Cycling Rest Stop: 
Provide welcoming rest stop 
facilities (water, bathrooms, 
shelter, etc.) for cyclists and 
pedestrians along the Shingle 
Creek Regional Trail, which 
borders the western side of the 
homestead. 
Cycling Through History: 
Connect individuals to the roots 
and history of their community 
through guided tours highlighting 
points of historical and cultural 
significance throughout Brooklyn 
Park.

 BIKING 

Offer a fun, hands-on learning 
experience for community 
members to learn about the 
history of food preservation on a 
historic site, all while gaining 
skills to can food at home. 
Canning class can be paired 
with a guided tour of the 
homestead grounds. 

 CANNING

Use the Eidem Homestead 
location to host a Farmers  
Market to provide fresh, local 
goods at affordable prices. 
Partner with local farmers and 
food truck vendors to promote 
the homestead as a community 
gathering space. 

 FARMERS MARKET

Create community and foster 
healthier living through small 
community gardens, especially 
among and between immigrant 
communities as a way for 
immigrants to maintain cultural 
practices and build 
intergenerational relationships.   
There is a natural connection 
between modern immigrants and 
the historical roots of Eidem as 
an immigrant farm.

COMMUNITY GARDEN

Host a family outdoor activity 
day for Brooklyn Park residents 
to learn about outdoor 
recreational activities of the early 
1900s. Partner with Brooklyn 
Park summer youth community 
education programs and invite 
families to participate.  

 PAST TIMES Unite members of the Brooklyn 
Park and surrounding 
communities to enjoy a weekend 
of local entertainment and food
at the Eidem Homestead. 
Potential to hold festival events 
in conjunction with Brooklyn 
Park 'Tater Days' to add a 
history component to the festival. 
  

 FESTIVAL

Social media 
Community partners 
Word of mouth

 MARKETING

Create Board of Directors  
Expand steering committee 

 UPDATE FACILITIES

 MAINTAIN COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

CONCLUSION
The Eidem Homestead holds great potential to be an integral 
thread in the historical fabric of Brooklyn Park. The establishment 
of a steering committee and ongoing dialogue with local 
residents will allow the Homestead to maintain a relevant 
presence in this growing community. By updating the current 
facilities, the Eidem Homestead will be more accessible to the 
increasingly diverse population of the city.  
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While exploring potential 
program ideas, we found 
that updates to the 
current facilities could 
greatly benefit the 
Homestead as a 
community attraction. 

Priority updates: bathroom facilities, running water, 
electricity, storage, increased parking, and signage.  

View from the parking lot at Eidem Homestead featuring the 
historic red barn.

Current bathroom area at the homestead.


