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Results

Average Rating by Store Classification

Why it Matters
Access to food that is affordable, healthy, 
accessible, and culturally appropriate is 
needed to sustain a healthy and vibrant 
population. With a large change in 
diversity, there should be change in the 
offerings in the community.

As a community, we should all be 
concerned with inequality and injustice.  
Topics such as food deserts fall into that 
category.  This research matters because 
it can lead us to discover problems and 
solutions in the community of Brooklyn 
Park. Some issues are not always clear, 
which is why we collect data and analyze 
it to find trends.

Reflection
We recommend Brooklyn Park share the 
information with grocery stores and start a 
dialogue. Resources should be allocated to 
small international stores so they can 
better compete and provide to the 
community. Zoning could be changed to 
accomodate new stores in areas lacking. 

Methods
1. Researched history, culture,
and resident food access issues
in Brooklyn Park

2. Created a store casing
template and selected 24
grocery stores to assess based
on research with the help of
project lead

3. Used grocery store casing
template to gather price and
store attribute data, casing
approximately 5 stores per week
on weekend afternoons

During the grocery store casing process, a 
number of food access issues became 
apparent: 

- Small international grocery stores had
difficulty sourcing a variety of traditional
ingredients.

- Large international grocery stores had the
lowest prices and best variety overall but
the lowest quality of products.

- The majority of grocery stores were
concentrated in the southwest corner of
Brooklyn Park with the rest scattered
throughout the remainder.

Grocery Store Casing Template 

- Small Conventional stores  fell
in the middle in most categories.
- Large Conventional stores
had the had the highest rating for 
Interior, Deli, and Produce and the 
lowest prices for Milk, Flour, and 
Rice. 
- Small International stores
had the lowest rating for Interior, 
Exterior, and Produce and the 
highest prices for Milk, Eggs, Flour, 
and White Rice. 
-Large International stores had
the lowest rating for Deli, the most
customers, and the lowest prices for
Eggs and most produce and meat
products.

Average Price by Store Classification

Background

Map of Selected Grocery Stores

Brooklyn Park is the sixth largest city in 
Minnesota with a population of 77,000. 

The city has a diversity of cultures which 
have changed significantly in the last two 
decades. Currently, Brooklyn Park has the 
largest population of Liberians outside of 
Liberia. 

Areas of Brooklyn Park have been 
designated as food desserts. 

Large International Grocery Store

Out of 24 
stores selected, 
19 were 
successfully 
cased.

Fufu, a popular African dish
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